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Destructivestor m hitsCol by ThomasCounty

X

Therewasnothing subtleabout a
thunderstorm that hit Thomas
County and Colby early Sunday
morning.

Power outages, downedelectrical
lines, treesuprooted, flooding and
lots of debris played major havoc
within the city, said Gerry Bieker,
public worksdirector for Colby.

More than 20 homes had lines
pulleddown, resultingin power out-
ages, and otherswerewithout power
when atransformer bracket broke
and fusesblew, hesaid.

Themajority of homeswithlines
down were in the older part of the
city, which has overhead power
poles, Mr. Bieker said.

MARVI N AND LUETTA ERWI N Of Colby worked most

areafrom the north. Mrs. Erwin said the sprucetreein front

that the couplehad put upwasdamaged. The poundl ng north
of Sunday cleaning up after aseverethunderstormthat hitthe windsstrippedthepaintright off theoutsidewallsof thehouse.
The Erwins had help removing the tree and larger branches.
of their home was blown over and new fencing and aterrace They saidthey weresad tolosetheir only shadetree.

Shootingin L evant suicideattempt

A shooting at Levant, west of
Colby, last Wednesday night appar-
ently wasasuicideattempt, sheriff’s
officerssaid.

Thomas County Undersheriff
Mike Baughn said his department
received acall about a shooting at
6:48 p.m. The department, along
withthe KBI, investigated.

Baughn said 33-year-old Dusty
Nudson of Levant apparently shot
himself intheheadwitha9 mmpis-
tol.

Nudson was found in the back
yard of anunoccupiedresidenceon
Main Street, near hishome.

“There was nothing as far as a
domesticreport or anything,” Baug-
hnsaid, addingthat theremight have
beenanargument going onfor some
time, but officerswere not sure.

Hesaid Nudsonwasprobably air-

lifted elsewhere for treatment but
didn’'t know where. “We haven't
been able to contact any family to
find out,” hesaid. “Hisconditionis
unknown. I’ mjust not surewhereto
find out.”

Callsweremadeto Presbyterian/
St Luke'sMedical Center in Den-
ver, Via Christi Medical Center in

Wichitaand HaysMedical Center.
All three said they did not have
Nudson listed asapatient.

Gwen Y oung, spokesperson at
Citizens Medical Center in Colby,
would only say that Nudson was
treated andtransferred, but declined
togiveadestination.
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and Friday

“The majority of the line crew
started working after the storm
ended at about 2 a.m.,” Mr. Bieker
said, “and worked until just before
6 p.m. on Sunday night.”

Theninthemidst of getting power
back, a water main broke. It was
unrelated to the storm, but crews
worked from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. get-
tingitrepaired.

FikePark downtownwasflooded
whenthedrainsgot pluggedupfrom
debris, hesaid.

Along with trees uprooted and
power outages, Mr. Biekeralsosaid
that many of the three-board barri-
cadesblockingstreetsalong Fourth
weremangled by the highwinds.

Thecity continued cleanupMon-
day, chopping the larger branches
that people had hauled to the curbs
near their homes.

“Itshouldalsobenoted,” hesaid,
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“that everywhere in the city did &
really nice job of cleaning up de-
bris.”

From the Goodland office, Trent
Smith, aninternmeteorol ogist with
the National Westher Service, said
astormwarningfor ThomasCounty
wasissuedat 12:52a.m. andthefirst
report camein at 12:58 a.m. The
majority came in between 1:05 to
1:10am.

Mr. Smith said wind gusts of 83
and 85 mph were reported shortly
after 1a.m. and reportsof golf ball-
sized hail came in about the same
time.

“Wedidhaveareport threemiles
east of Colby that got three inches
of rain,” Mr. Smith said.

Mr. Bieker added that he hearc
reports of 1.5 inches of rain on the
west edge of town, with higher to-
tals further east. Near downtown,
onefamily reported 2.5inches.

Mr. Smith said the only damage
the weather service heard of was
many treebrancheswere down and
atreethat fell onacar.

“There was nothing unusual
aboutit,” hesaid. “ItwasjustaHigh
Plainsthunderstorm.”

Hesaidtheweather servicehasn't
received any other reports from
Colby and most of them camefrom
the community itself.

Smith also said the storm moved
at about 35 mph and also did dam-
age in the Oakley area, which re-
ceived .93 inches of rain west of
town and almost an inch and a half
on afarm 26 milessouth.
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