School board
wantsto cut cost
for substitutes

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin School boardtalked
with the superintendent last Mon-
day about cutting back onsubstitute
teachers for the new school year,
hoping to save some money.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
substitute teachers cost about
$100,000 ayear. He said there are
times when there isn’t any other
option, but said maybe somethings
that couldbedonedifferently. Asan
example, he said, maybe every
singletrack coachdoesn’thavetogo
to every meet.

For the upcoming year, staff as-
signments and realignments have
been done on the most part, but he
said he and the principals will be
looking at it again.

For thisyear, he said, thingswill
needtobedonealittledifferently on
bills so that month to month the
board knows exactly what isleftin
each account and what isneeded so
that they will know wherethey will
need to make cuts.

Mr. Glodt said the state Depart-
ment of Education will be putting
outinformationonthetax accelera-
tor which the Legislature used to
balancethestatebudget. Hesaid al-
though the local option budget in-
creased 5 percentage points, the
district’ stax rate actually will drop
by 2 millsnext year. It all hasto do
with the accelerated property tax
collection and the three payments
thedistrict will be getting.

Withthehelpof thestate, saidMr.
Glodt, he and Board Clerk Vickie
Lippelmann worked things out on
thebudget sothat thetax ratewill be
only about onetenth of amill higher
than last year.

Henotedthat withthelocal option
budget increase, the state aid will
drop about $40,000 because the
statefiguresthe taxpayers are pay-
ing moreof thebills. Thereisnoth-
ingtheboardcandoaboutit, hesaid.

The summer is almost over and
the district’s crew has been busy
doing projects. Mr. Glodt said the
crew realized about halfway
through thesummer that therewere
too many big projectsto get done.

One of the most exciting things,
hesaid, ishow muchmoney Nathan
Copeland, the agriculture teacher,
has saved the district by making
things and doing work himself.

In other business, the board:

 Heardthat thereare236 students
at the high school and 221 at the
gradeschool, for atotal of 457. Mr.
Glodt didn’t say how that compared

School
Roundup

Atits meeting last Monday
night, the Oberlin School
Board:

« Talked abouttrying to cut
back on substitute teachers
forthe new schoolyeartotry
to help save money. Story at
left.

« Made a change to the
proposed home school
policy and setitfor approval
after a third reading at the
next meeting. Story to
come.

*Decided towaitonasur-
vey and put plans forabond
issue to fix up the buildings
on hold. Story on Page 1A.

tolast year and wasout of theoffice
Monday. Thenumbersmay goupor
downinthe next week or so.

» Gavetheadministrationpermis-
siontokeep busesonpavedroadsin
bad weather.

* Received milk quotes for half
pint cartonsfromRaye sGrocery of
Oberlinfor $.18for 2 percentwhite,
$.17for 1 percent whiteand .18 for
1 percent chocolate; from F& A
Food Sales of Concordiafor $.149
for 2 percent white, $.143for 1 per-
cent white, $.148 for 1 percent
chocolateand $.141 for skimwhite
and from Hipp Whol esale Foods of
Gothenburg, Neb., for $.1396for 2
percent white, $.1316 for 1 percent
white, $.1412 for 1 percent choco-
lateand $.13 for skimwhite.

The board approved the low bid
from Hipp.

» Approved transportation re-
questsfrom RawlinsCounty to pick
upfromthejunctionof U.S. 36 and
theTraer Road for Cody Chambers,
Jessica and Nicole Bovee, Fallon
Dyer, Sean Jordan, and Hannah
Madden, and to pick up Kel Grafel
from hishome.

» Established a special meeting
for abudget hearing at 7:30 a.m.
Friday.

* Accepted a merry-go-round as
agiftfor Oberlin Elementary School
fromtheParent-Teacher Organiza-
tionand Boy Scouts.

* Received copies of the board
goalsfor thispast year and decided
togooverthemand set goalsfor this
year at the September meeting.

Commissoner shear
ambulancebillingwoes

The Decatur County commis-
sioners talked with the ambulance
director about thenew ambulanceat
their meeting last Tuesday morning.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy saiditisinservice.Hesaid
hetook it to the fair each night and
got some good commentsoniit.

He said he plansto take the new
truck to Jenningsfor Firemen’ sFun
Day on Saturday.

Inthelast week, he said, the ser-
vice received no money, but the

good newsisthat theservicehasn't
beenturned downfor any payments.
Mr. Pomeroy said the service re-
ceived the new software for elec-
tronic billing.
Theservicealsoreceivedthenew
Quick Books accounting program.
The program is complicated, he
said, so auditor Steve Zodrow said
hewould comeout and set upasys-
tem. Mr. Pomeroy said they have
gotten all of the new cabinetsupin
theambulancebarn.

DA OPPO
August 30
September 6 Utah State
September 13 Penn State

The HUSKERS are
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Councill
cutstax
INn budget

City ratewill go
downby 1.43mills

TheOberlin City Council passed
abudget whichlowerscity property
taxes an estimated 1.43 mills at &
hearing Thursday night, with no
objections or comments from the
public.

Withnooneintheaudiencetotalk
about the budget, the council was
abletomoveright alongthroughthe
hearing.

Mayor Ken Shobesaid hethought
i the council worked hard and dili-

| gently to keep spending below last
year' sproperty tax levy.

Althoughthecouncil talked about
hiring a fourth police officer, the
money wasn'’ tthere. City Adminis-
trator Gary Shikenever saidthecity
hadtocut anythinginordertolower
thetaxes.

Oneof theprojectsthecouncil has
undertaken isto try to raise money
foranelectronicsignforoutsideThe
Gateway.

The council has budgeted
$10,000 for the sign and acommit-
tee has received about $5,000 in
pledgesto help pay for it.

They plantogetasignwhichwill
make people aware of what events
aretaking placeat thecivic center.

Another change the council de-
cidedistostart putting away money
for theimprovementsto the utility
system, said Mayor Shobe. Thecity
istrying to set aside money in the
electric and water funds to pay for
repairsand upgrades.
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Hey mom!
Watchthis

HEAD OVER HEELS,
Sydney Grafel (above) flew
throughtheairintoafull on
flip after jumping off the
low board at the Oberlin
pool on Monday. Miss
Grafel and friends played
ontheboards, doingdiffer-
ent tricksfor sometime, as
the temperature rose.
Nicholas McDonald, 3,
(right) waited for hismom,
Alissa McDonald, before
jumping off theboard. The
pool issupposedto beopen
after school until Labor
Day, but lifeguards arein

During the budget process, the
council decided to promote eco-
nomic development and pledged
$50,000 to a community growth
fund.

e Mr. Shike said he thought the

3 council did agood job of holding
down the budget. He said this will
be alean year for the city, with no
bellsandwhistlesfor anyone. With
the loss of $18,000 in “demand
transfer” revenue from the state,
said Mr. Shike, the council had &
toughjob.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said it seems like the council is
saddled with alot of burdens with
the need to replace the sewer plant
and other things. He said he is ex-
cited that the council could put
money away for economicdevel op-
ment.

The council budgeted another
$30,000, saidMayor Shobe, incapi-
tal outlay for thecemetery, sohope-
fully next year afencewill be built
around the new section with that

short supply. money and whatever is leftover in
— Herald staff photos . that fund fromthisyear.
by Kimberly Brandt | 0 e ya— Thebudget was approved unani-
mously.

Special for THis week
Ice CReam Cones/Dish

1 Dip - Reqular 70¢
This Week - %0¢

2 Dips - Reqular $12
This Week - $1%

Back 10 School Special
20% Off all Colonial Candles

Check our our Bargain Iable
NEW ITEMS ARRIVING dAily!

Effective Monday, Auqust 27TH, THE SodA FOUNTAIN
will be open AT 2 p.m. wWhile supplies last

We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:

Bl B 7 &

Family-owned / operated since 1906

Addleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin — Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value are the cor nerstones of our business.

Charlie & Darcy

KFNF

Mornings

n

TODAY S COUNTRY

5am-10 am

BACK-TO-SCHOOL SPECIALS!

Outstanding, new all-oak, eat-in kitchen isthe heart of this 1962 two-bedroom
ranch home. Showcased in 1,973 sq. ft. of living space is a large living room,
and full, finished basement with two bedrooms, bath, family room and lots of
storage. The sumptuous, shady backyard with new deck extendsthe livability
of the property.

Looking for peace and quiet? This 1980 two-bedroom ranch home offers
ultimate privacy in one-level living. Open floor plan includes living room,

WET BASEMENT OR CRAWLSPACE?
BASEMENT WALLS CRACKED OR BOWED?
FOUNDATION SETTLING?

Kansas Basement & Foundation Repair

Solves These Problems

For FREE Estimate Call: 1-800-736-9255

$100 OFF WITH THIS COUPON
Offer good thru 8-31-03

dining room, beautiful birch kitchen with all appliances, new bath, generous

KPA-CFI 2x2
INn GDN

storage and double, attached garage.
Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!

Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real -estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker . . i -

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




