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Keepfall harves safe
livefor another season

I’ sbeendry, but therewill besomecornand
miloaroundthecorner. That meansharvestis

not far off.

Here shopingit’ sasafeone.

Operating heavy machinery isalwaysdan-
gerous, and it’s especially so when the ma-
chines sit around gathering dust much of the

year.

Combineswill behauledtotownorintothe
shopfor acheck. Besureyou check thesafety

featureswhileyou’'reat it.

Guardsand shieldswere put therefor area-

son. Besurethey’rein place.

For accident potential, bal erstaketheprize.

They’ rewidowmakers.

Power takeoffsarealwaysdangerous. Think
twi ce, thenthink again, beforeyou messwith

one.

Turn machinery off before you work onit.
Itwon’ttakeany longer. Y ousavetimeif you
don’t haveto go to the hospital.

Then there are the trucks, often the most-
neglected part of afarm’s equipment. Grain

trucks should be checked thoroughly for
safety. Check the brakes. Y ou don’t want

adead end.

somebody’ swifeor daughter runningthrough

Andwhendriving, oncountry roadsor atthe

highway, drive as though somebody’s life

dependsonit. It does.
Stop at stopsignsand blindintersections. It

may takeafew secondsmore, butit’ll giveyou

timetoknow that nooneiscoming. Y oudon’t

wanttokill anyoneontheway totheelevator.

Y ou can save afew minutesby driving fast

and running stop signs, but what’ sthat worth

your own.

compared to someone’s life? Maybe even

Besides, these days, there’ s not enough

Son.

money in cornto makeit worththerisk.
Better to besafeand liveto seeanother sea-

—SeveHaynes

Dad can il partyW|ththek|ds

The last couple of weeks, I've
been out tothebar withtheyounger
two of my children. Neither of them
seemstominddragginganoldfogy
along, though with my son— he's
23 now — | get thedistinct impres-
sion|’m cramping hisstyle.

Y oungest daughter took metothe
bar in Colorado, where she was
spending the summer pretending
she's still acollege girl. She's 26
now, and a third-year teacher, but
sometimes it’s hard to let the old
ways go.

Sheisawaitress at the hotel, the
town’ s best restaurant. The school
pays her every month anyway, so
thetipsaremad money. Pretty good
mad money, at that, because she's
not only agoodteacher, she' saheck
of agood waitress.

When she’ snot working, and she
works a lot, she’s partying. The
townisfull of waiters, actors, wran-
glers and other summer workers,
and she knowsthem all. Shehasa
goodtime.

This summer, she took aroom-
mate, Rachel, and the two of them
have been partying together. And
one night, they took me to the bar
with them.

Now, in Lawrence, with my son,
we went downtown and paid $3
eachto getinto abar withaband. It
might havebeenthedullest night of
theyear inLawrence, right between
summer school and the opening of
thefall term, but thisplacewashop-
ping.

Mostly, we sipped our beersand

AlongtheSappa
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watched the people. Especially the
women, of course. We're guys, af-
terall.

Oneof thegirlsdidsit down next
toLacy andstrikeupaconversation.
Shemadesomesmart remark about
thenameof theplace, theJazz Haus,
and he judged her unworthy. That
wasabout all theactionwegot.

OutinColorado, thegirlstook me
tothebar. | drovemy owncar, think-
ing I’d go home after onebeer. I'm
supposedtobeonadiet, after al.

But there was a new band at the
bar — someguy named Danwho’d
beenin L.A. singing lead and a
coupleof guysl know onguitar. Dan
waspretty good, singing coversand
some of hisown songs.

Then Adam, one of the actors at
the theater, made an entrance. He
sang with the band, and Adam is
pretty good. | washooked, spentthe
night.

Later, this blonde came in, and
both the girls sort of moved to the
other side of me, away from her.
Seems she had been trying to pick
them up, and they were alittle
freaked.

They said the word was she’'d

worked her way throughtheguysin
town and was starting on the girls.
Shedidn’t try to hit on me, though,
so eventually | went home.

The girls were nice to me, even
though | probably cramped their
style, too. The next night, anyway,
they stayed out until all hoursof the
night. I’ mnot surehow late.l’mold,
and | wasasleep.

It sbeenyearssincel partied 'till
dawn, and I’ m not about to start
now. Butitisnicetoknow that your
children will be seen withyouina
public place. | may be old, but |
guess I'm not hopeless. Not yet,

anyway.
(From theBibI@
\_ J

He delivereth me up from
mineenemies: yea, thouliftest
meup abovethosethat riseup
against me: thou hast deliv-
eredmefromtheviolent man.
Therefore will | give thanks
untothee, O Lord, among the
heathen, and sing praisesunto
thy name. Psalm 19: 48, 49

Reader fee sbiteof dog-gonefines
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

A couple of daysago, during the
triple-digit heat, my husband came
rushing home, having been in the
intense heat searching for our little
dog Snuggles. Where did he go?
Washekidnapped?Heisawaysin
our homeor fencedin. Apparently,
the door did not properly latch and
Snugglestook off.

A 19-year-oldyoungmanloaded
my dog Snugglesinhiscar andtook

him to the dogcatcher. Around 2 1/
2hourslater, thedog catcher called
tolet meknow hehad takenthedog
tothevet, at afeeof $40, evenfor a
few minutes. Then the dog catcher
gavemeaticket for some $55. Can
you believethat?

My dog had his proper vaccina-
tionsand dog tag. What aripoff.
| askedthedog catcherif hewould
likeatip.
ElsieL. Wolters
Oberlin
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Hotchecks’PWho me? NowayI

Thisisthestory of thelittlecheck-
book that gotlost and all thetrouble
it has caused.

Wewerein Colorado acouple of
weeks ago, and | noticed that we
only had onecheck leftinthecheck-
book. | took it to abank we use out
thereand got $100 sothat wewould
have enough money to get home.

Back home, | reached into the
desk drawer and grabbed another
book of check blanks. | noted that
the number sequence did not jibe
with the check | had written afew
daysbefore, at least | didn’tthink it
did, butfigured| hadforgottenorwe
had somehow gotten our books out
of sequence.

| should havepaid moreattention
tothat littleinner voice, which told
me something wasnot right.

After getting the check blanks, |
asked Steve(I’mblamingthisall on
him) for the cover and register. He
said hethought they wereinthecar.

Welooked inthecar, practically
tearing out the seats, looking under
them, through the glove box, over
thevisors, under thefloor matsand
everywhere but in the gastank. No
cover. Noregister.

| decided I’ djust writethechecks
| used on the cardboard back of the
check blanksuntil thecover andreg-
ister werefound. They were bound
to turn up — probably in aforgot-
ten pocket or briefcase.

Over the next week, | wrote just
two checks. Both were to the gro-
cery, which allows you to get $50
extraover andaboveyour purchase.

With the extra money and what
we still had from the check we
cashedin Colorado, wehad enough

Open Season
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spending money tobuy our lunches
and pay for miscellaneousexpenses.

Thenoneday, afriendwhoworks
at the bank tracked me down. I’'m
never wherel’ msupposedtobe, and
it usually takestwotothreecallsto
find me. But shedid.

My checkshad bounced. Not just
bounced, but they werewrittenona
closed account at adifferent bank.

What?

It seemsthat several monthsago,
my husband (I'mblamingthisall on
him) changed banksfor our personal
account. He wasn’t mad at our old
bank, but he wanted I nternet bank-
ingandtheoldbank didn’ t offer that.

Heneglectedtodestroy all theold
checks, however, andthey weretill
inabox inthedesk drawer.

| calledthegrocery,immediately
explaining the problem. | said |
would redeem the checks. | would
pay thefees. | wassorry.

They said fine, they understood,
they weren't mad. They'd call as
soon asthe checkswerereturnedto
them.

I ranhometoget theproper check
blanksfor my purse. Westill hadn’t
found the cover and register.

In the desk, there were no other
check blanks. Therewasn’tevenan

empty box.

| called Steve (I’ mblamingthisall
on him). He said he thought he hao
ordered new checks but, come tc
think of it, didn’t remember getting
any.

| calledthenew bank and orderec
new checks and a few homemade
onestotideusover. They graciously
complied. Why not? | hadn’t writ-
ten any checks on closed accounts
at their bank.

All during this time, we were
looking everywherewecould think
of for the missing cover and regis-
ter. The cover didn’t matter much,
but we needed the register to know
what checkswere still out and how
much we had in the bank.

About aweek after wegot back, |
walked in my office, and therewas
the checkbook sitting on my desk.

Noonewill admittofindingitanc
putting it there. No oneknows any-
thing about it, especially not me.

If anyone knows where it has
been, please call. There may be &
small reward, written on checks
frommy old bank, for you.

Inthemeantime, I’ mblamingthis
all on my husband.

And, can you believe it? He' s
blamingitall onme.

Friend bracesfor alifechange

The only constant in life is
change.

A letter fromadear friendineast-
ern Kansas tells me of changesin
their lives. Marian married Wayne,
her high school sweetheart, assoon
asshegraduated. Hewasasecond-
generation dairy farmer working
with hisfather.

They started their family imme-
diately andsoonhadthreelively and
good-looking boys, Roger, Phillip
and Mark. When | first met them,
Mark wasabout 2 and they livedin
alittle rented farmhouse that was
kind of on the run-down side, but
Marian had away of always look-
ingonthebright sideandwashappy
wherever shewas.

When her in-laws built a new
home for themselves, Marian and
Wayne moved into the old home
place. They wereatypical farmfam-
ily. Marian raised laying hens and
soldeggs. They plantedabiggarden
and canned lots of produce.

Wayne worked lots and talked
little. Not a story-teller himself, he
wasawaysagood audience. Hewas
easily embarrassed. | could make
Wayne blush just by saying, “Hey,
handsome! How ‘yadoin’?’

One day about 25 years ago,
Marian called meintears. Sheand
Waynereally wantedalittlegirl and
shewasabout six monthspregnant.

8 Out Back
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Just homefromher monthly visitto
the doctor, she had news. “There's
twoof them! I'mhavingtwins! And
the doctor wants meto stay off my
feet until they get here.”

After she got used to the idea of
twins, shewasthrilled. But togoto
bed for two monthswith threelittle
boys and a farm to help run were
pretty daunting.

Whenyou need helpiswhenyou
find out how richyoureally are. Not
financially wealthy. Friendwesdlthy.
Everybody loved Marian and
wanted to help. Sheand | wereina
women’s club together and the
members organized to take turns
bringingin casserolesand meal sfor
the family. | came by every morn-
ingafter | drovemy school busroute
and helped with the light stuff like
dishesand laundry.

Goingamost full term, Beth and
Matt were born hearty and healthy,
both big enough to leave the hospi-

tal with their mother. Now there
werefour boysand their girl.

All thisisalong way around to
talk about change. But | wantedyou
toknow how muchfarmfamiliesare
alike everywhere. That’s why it
must have been an agoni zing deci-
sion for Wayne and Marian to de-
cide to quit dairying. The drought
hastakentheir corn. Again. They are
having to buy “city water” for the
cows. And we haven't even startec
on pricecontrolsand costs.

Their decisionaffectsothers, too.
Oneof their sonsworkedwiththem
on the farm. Now, Phillip must
changehislifestyleand get ajob.

What Waynewill doisnot clear
yet. His resume would be awfully
short. Y oudon'tbuildupalot of cre-
dentials operating the family dairy
farmfor 35years.

Perhapsthisisoneof thosetimes
that, whenadoorisclosed, Godwill
open awindow.

SappaValley youthsweregreat help
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Thereisanother sideto the story
of our local Sappa Valley Y outh
Ranch, besidestheusual policecalls
for variousdisturbancesthere.

Inmid-Juneas| waspreparingthe
SappaPark for Marketplace29A.D.
Vacation Bible School. | waswon-
dering how | was going to get the
placeready ontime. | remembered
that the Y outh Ranch encourages
their boystobeinvolvedincommu-
nity services. | contacted them and
talkedto Community ServicesDi-
rector Dawn Sheaffer. | had a
lengthy discussion of the pros and
cons of this and she assured me of
getting only reliable helpers.

| was pleasantly rewarded with
superb help. They sent five youths

over three days. Each one was po-
lite, obedient, worked hard and ap-
plied their skillsto the tasks. They
didn’t give me aminute’ sworth of
trouble, and wereadelight.

Since then, | have called on the
ranch several times, and havework-
ed with over adozenyouths. | treat
them with respect and work along-
sidethem, andthey respondinkind.
My mottoisawayswhat Jesussaid:
“Dounto othersasyouwould have
them do untoyou.” That works.

Our most recent project usedfour
boysinerectingasteel shedfor stor-

ingthematerial usedintheMarket-
place 29 A.D. program. They did
great job and learned some new
skills. Not once have | had trouble
with any of theyouthsthey send to
help. Onesaidthat when hegetsout
soon, his mom has a much larger
steel shedtobeerected, and now he
knowshowtodoit.
| havewrittenarecommendation
letter to Director Sue Glodt, advis-
ing the community of this safe and
valuable service.
Bill Duncan,
Oberlin Church of Christ



