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OUT SIDE THE Sheridan County firehousein Hoxie, Steve Hirsch stopped to take alook.

TRIAL BY iRk

Attorney
responds
totrouble

By JANKATZ ACKERMAN
TheHaysDaily News

Steve Hirsch is nothing but pro-
fessional when it comesto putting
out fires.

As alawyer, he extinguishes
those proverbial fires that |ead
peopleto court. And asafirefighter
trainer, heteaches othersto put out
real fires.

Since he was ayear old, Hirsch
has been around the trade of fire-
fighting.

His father started the Mitchell,
Cloud and Ottawa county fire dis-
trict in 1963, and since then, Mr.
Hirsch has gone on to become a
firefighter and hasserved statewide
invariouscapacitiesof firefighting.

“My philosophy in court has al-
ways been that the best thing isto
keep peopleout of court becauseit’s
socostly.

“Andwithfightingfires, themore
educationwecandowiththekidsin
schools, and the morewetrain our-
selves and drive safely, well, it's
kind of acliché, but anounceof pre-
vention isworth a pound of cure,”
Mr. Hirschsaid.

Mr. Hirsch, who also serves as
secretary of the Kansas State Fire-
fightersAssociationand aseditor of
theKansasFirewirenewspaper, re-
cently acceptedthepositionof train-
ingofficer for Sheridan County Fire
District 1 basedin Hoxie.

Tohelptrainthe95-member vol-
unteer force, Mr. Hirschdrivesfrom
Oberlinto Hoxieevery Monday

“These guys are really eager to
learn. I ve taught alot of classes
around the state, and they’ll say,
‘Wecan't get peopletovolunteer.’

“Here, probably once a month,
someone walks through that door
asking to volunteer,” he said about
Sheridan County residentseager to
jointhesguad.

Asalawyer, Mr. Hirschservesas
Decatur County attorney aswell as
city attorney for Oberlin, Dresden,
Jenningsand Norcatur.

Hewasaspecia assistant for the
attorney general’s office in 1991
and wasontheboard of trusteesfor
the Kansas Public Employees Re-
tirement Systemfrom 1991 to 1993.

A flrefighter since 1987, Mr.

Hirsch hasbeen aboard member of
theKansasstate Associationof Fire
Chiefsand is certified in field in-
struction, hazardous materials and
tactical operations.

Heistrained infirst aid and car-
diopulmonary resuscitationandpre-
pared to fight fires from sources
suchasail-tank storagebatteriesand
grainelevators. Hea soistrainedin
incident management, fire-and-
cause investigations, pump opera-
tions, salvage and overhaul opera-
tions, vehicle and farm extrication
and defensivedriving.

Asatrainer, Mr. Hirsch trains
firefighters not only in Sheridan
County but acrossthe state.

Sheridan County FireChief Ross
Carder said he was pleased Mr.
Hirsch agreed to come on board as
trainer.

“I’mgladwe vegot him. Hedoes
anexcellentjobfor us. He sbeenan
instructor statewideand knowshow
toinstruct,” hesaid

Carder said Mr. Hirsch’' sprofes-
sionalism had enhanced thequality
of the fire department Sheridan
County now has.

“He brings a different face, and
that helps. After 12 years of doing
this, they gettired of listeningtome.
Plus, he talks to and sees the mis-
takesof othersand helpsusnot make
those mistakes,” Carder said.,

Sheridan County Fire District 1
covers the entire county except
Solomon, Prairie Dog and Bloom-
field townships.

Mr. Hirschsaidthejobwasagood
one.

“1 get to train firefighters, and
that' s what I’ ve always wanted to
do. That' sthefun stuff,” hesaid.

Mr. Hirsch is leading the volun-
teersin preparation for testing for
the International Fire Service Ac-
creditation Congress.

Mr. Hirsch said more and more
fire departments are utilizing the
skillsof full-timefiretrainersdueto
the high incidence of accident and
deaths associated with thejob.

“Themorewetrain, the safer we
areoutinthefield. I’ vebeentofive
funerals, a couple of themin Kan-
sasandthreeinNebraskasincel’ ve
been secretary of the Kansas asso-
ciation,” hesaid.

Mr. Hirsch said the need for
firefighterstobewell-trainedison-
going. In the United States, about
100firefightersdieinthelineof duty
eachyear.

“Y ou have to take the World
TradeCenter out of that number, but
the leading cause of death in fire-
fightersisheart attack, followed by
accidents.

— Hays Daily News photos by Steven Hausler

ATATRAINING SESSION, JosephHirsch(above) hungoutwithhisdad. Hesaidhedoesn’ t
know if hewantsto be afirefighter yet. Steve Hirsch (below) also servesascity attorney for

four northwest Kansastownsand as Decatur County attorney.
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“Thisistheonly fire department
that I’ ve been affiliated with, and it
comes from the top down, that the
guysdon'’t getinthosetruckswith-
out that gear,” hesaid about thelow
incidenceof accidentsamong Sheri-
dan County firefighters.

Mr. Hirschsaidjust liketheNew
Y ork City fire departments, thejob
tends to become one followed by
one generation after another.

“Dad started therural firedistrict
in 1963, and | wasborntheyear be-
fore.l grew upinthefirestation. It's

kind of how thefire service works.
It sagenerational thing,” hesaid.

Mr. Hirsch already has someone
following in his footsteps. Ten-
year-old son Joe accompanies Mr.
Hirschtotraining sessionsatthefire
house but he hasn’t quite made up
his mind if he'll one day join the
force.

“Yesandnoatthesametime,” he
said about thinking about becoming
afireman likehisdad.

Mr. Hirsch said being alawyer
and afirefighter allowshimto par-
ticipate in two different types of
public service.

“Asfarascivil fires, | don’ tthink
you ever get those put out. But with
the fire service, that’ s kind of like
law enforcement.

“I"m kind of that up in Decatur
County; I'mtheright hand of thelaw
enforcement. That’ skind of aname
they call uslawyers: social facilita-
tors, versusthecops, who aresocial
enforcers.

“With cops, the public doesn’t
want them comingaround, but with
firemen, they alwayswant them.”

Thisarticleappearedin TheHays
Daily Newson Sunday, Oct. 19 and
isreprinted by permission.




