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Circus
howsoff
fortown

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Adults took a step back into
their childhood Thursday night,
watchinglittledogsjumpthrough
ahoop, anelephant stand onaped-
estal, awomanflyincirclesat the
end of arope and a grown man
performasaclown.

TheBailey Bros. Circuswasin
townfortwo performancesat The
Gateway on Thursday, bringing
in crowds of 100 or more each
time.

Men and women walked
around selling everything from
sodatowater, cotton candy, pop-
corn, hot dogs, light sticks and
hal osbeforethebig show started.

Y oung kids rode the three po-
niesin the center ring while oth-
ersjumped on alarge inflatable
bouncing tiger.

Two real tigers were not far
fromthefakeone, pacingintheir
cagesandwaitingfor thingstoget
started.

The show kicked off as the
lights were turned down alittle.
Performers showed off their
skills, including a clown who
walked on avery bouncy tight-
rope. The audience gasped as he
almostfell off, butrealizingitwas
all an act, laughed as he jumped
fromonesideof hisbottomtothe

AT THE CIRCUSTHURSDAY, ZacCorbettand Ky’ Lee
Kolar (above) hadthechancetorideponiesbeforetheshow blow-uptiger.
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Started.

Sage L ohoefener (below) played on a giant fake
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

other over therope.

Possibly the biggest ohsand ahs
came when the big door on the
north side of the arena opened and
in walked Baby Ruth, a 9,700-
pound elephant. Baby Ruthand her
trainer, Jimmy Silverlake, entered
the ring. She showed her skills at
gettingall four feetonalargemetal
pedestal, sitting onit and then put-
ting one foot on a smaller metal
pedestal and rotatinginacircle.

Thelast act of the evening was
thetiger show. Thewomantrainer
entered the large metal cage,
locked the door and picked up a
whipandavery long pointer asthe
men near thetiger cages started to
releasethem oneat atime.

Each cat had its own seat. The
large animals showed how they
could all four liein arow, and
growl, and one jumped through a
flaming hoop.

Atonepoint, thetrainer wason
her kneespleadingwithacattodo
itstrick, when the one behind her
jumped off his seat and seemed
about tolunge. Peopleintheaudi-
encespecul ated about whether this
was part of the show or if the big
cat wanted to play.

Aftertheperformance, kidscar-
rying balloons and toys stayed
aroundtoget autographsoncircus
coloring books.

School lunchescheaper tofixthisyear

TheOberlin School Boardlearn-
ed that costs per plate for school
lunches have dropped thisyear.

At the high school, the lunches
usedtocost $2.63and cost $2.09this
year, said Superintendent Kelly

Glodt. At the grade school, the
lunchescost $3.13last year and cost
$2.63 thisyear.

Mr. Glodt said salaries are in-
cludedintheper-platecost, andthe
cooksat OberlinElementary School

M ost offices, bushesses
todosefor Thanksgiving

If youwant to eat out on Thanks-
givingDay inOberlin, plantoattend
thecommunity dinner at noonat St.
John’s Lutheran Church, 510 N.
Wilson. Nearly everything intown
will beclosedonThursday, Nov. 27.

Businessesplanningtobeclosed
include Raye' s Grocery, the Fron-
tier Restaurant, Mean Gene's, the
Red Crown Lounge, theLandMark
Inn, the Re-Load, A & W Restau-
rant, PizzaHut andtheM eadowlark
Grill.

Other closingsincludeall county,
city, stateandfederal officesandthe
post office, al banks and financial

institutions, the schools and the
Oberlin City Library, which will
closeat 3 p.m. next Wednesday.

County and city offices and the
schoolswill remain closed on Fri-
day, Nov. 28, but regular hourswill
resumeat thelibrary.

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY
Businesses which will remain
openon Thanksgiving Day include
Crossroads Express, from6am. to
10p.m.; Ampride, from6am.to11
p.m.; Dollar General, 9 am. to 6
p.m.;andD & M Sinclair.
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who havebeeninthedistrictlonger
are making more, whichiswhy the
lunches cost more there. Other
thingsthat factorintothecost arethe
number of days served, priceof the
food bought, fringe benefits and
equipment purchases.

Mr. Glodt told the board that the
auditors from Mapes and Miller
have been in the district for almost
twoweeksgoingover thebooksand
bills.

In other business, the board:

» DecidedtochangetheMonday,
Dec. 8, meeting from 7:30 p.m. to
3:30p.m.

» Namedboard membersDelayne
May and JeannieMartintoserveon
the calendar committee,

» Heard that board members
MonteMooreand Mrs. Martinmay
attend a seminar on negotiations
sponsored by the Kansas Associa-
tion of School Boards.

» Talked briefly about thedistrict
having to subsidize the high school
yearbook for $11,000 this year.
Board memberssuggested checking
into adifferent company, or possi-
bly using somemoney fromtheac-
tivity fund.

Call: 888-549-9797

Home Buyers Class
Stop paying rent!!
Worried about your credit?

Let us show you what we can do.

All home buyers welcome!

Given by Mortgage Sources,
2809 Hall, Hays, Kan. 67601
Location: Thomas County Office Complex

350 S. Range, Colby, Kan. 67701

Tue, Dec.2, 2003 at 7 p.m. fiiyanmad

to schedule your reservation

It's fun ... And it’s easy

Real Estate
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City Council OK's
Chrismasbonuses
for all itsemployees

The Oberlin City Council will
givethecity’ sfull-timeemployees
$250 each and the part-time em-
ployees$100eachin SantaBucksas
aChristmasbonus.

City Administrator Gary Shike
talked with the council about the
Santa Bucksthe city givesthe em-
ployeesat themeetingon Thursday,
Nov. 6. He said last year, the city
spentaround $6,500to give$250for
full-time employees and $100 for
part-timeworkers.

He said those amounts were
higher than what the city had given
inthepast. Mr. Shiketoldthecoun-
cil they needed to act at that meet-
ing so the SantaBuckscould bein-
cludedwiththechecksat theend of
the month.

Mayor Ken Shobe asked if taxes
had to be withheld out of the Santa
Bucks. Councilman Joe Stanley
said hethought it wasagood idea.

The council approved the bo-
nuses.

Jack Benton, withthe SappaPark
Restoration Committee, said hehad
receivedinformationback whichhe
requested from the Kansas State
Historical Society on moving the
bathroomsat the shelter house. The
society approved themove.

Hesaidthesociety sent out acov-
enant that saysthey havetherighttc
come here for the next 10 years tc
inspect the shelter house whenever
theywant. Mr. Bentonsaid hedidn’t
think that was aproblem.

An application for a matching
grantfor $8,000 hasbeen sent tothe
U.S. Department of Interior, Mr.
Bentonsaid.

He added that the committee i<
working ongetting blueprintsonthe
restrooms and they will discuss
those at the next mesting.

Commissonjoins
economiccommittee

The Decatur County commis-
sionersagreed|ast Tuesday towork
with Oberlin officials and the
Decatur-Oberlin Area Economic
Development Corp. on a steering
committeefor tourismto hel p boost
economic devel opment.

Councilman Jay Anderson ap-
proached the commi ssioners about
the committee and they appointed
Commissioner DoyleBrowntorep-
resent them. Dr. Anderson said he
had talked with the council and still
needed to talk with Marketing Di-
rector ConnieGrafel fromthedevel-
opment group.

The commissioners received a
|etter from Norton County Commis-
sioner John Miller, who asked for a
letter of support asheseeksaseat on
theKansasA ssociation of Counties

board. Commissioner Patricie
Glennsignedtheletter.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
asked for aletter for hispositionon
theKansasWorkersRisk Coopera-
tivefor Countiesboard.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» Looked over a request from
Eskew Engines to have their
wrecker designated as an emer-
gency vehiclewithred lightsand
siren. Therequest wasdenied. The
county doesn’t designate private
vehiclesasemergency vehicles.

* Received aletter from Randy
Hrabe from the Northwest Kansas
Planning and Development Com-
mission requesting areport on the
landfill. It was given to Road and
Bridge Supervisor Tim Stallman.

Policeseek man
IN axual assault case

A 23-year-oldNortonwomanre-
ported that she was sexually as-
saultedin her home by an unknown
man on Tuesday morning.

Norton Police said they received
acall fromthewoman, whosaidshe
had been raped around 6 am. The
woman said shewasal onewhenthe
manwalkedintoher home, officials
said.

The description she gave to the
policewasof awhiteman, about 50
years old, who had dark hair with
gray hair extendingtowardstheears
and afull white beard of medium
length. Hewas described as 5-foot,
9-inches to 5-foot, 10-inches tall
withamediumbuildandlargestom-
ach.

The assailant was wearing large
wire-framed glasses, ared baseball
cap, agreenflannel shirtandbrown
leather jacket, dark colored jeans
with alarge silver belt buckle and
black shoes.

A KansasBureauof Investigation
artist completed acompositesketch

Sexual assault suspect

of theassailant.

TheNorton Police Departmentis
asking for help from anyone wha
might haveseenthisman or hasany
informationontheincident. Contact
the department at (785) 877-5010.
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