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Kansasjust doesn’t need
any moreplacestogamble

There' |l beanother big pushfor morecasino
gamblingintheKansasL egislaturethisyear.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius, who appointed a
special commission to study theissue, likely
will get behind thedrive. She'll say the state
could usetherevenue and thejobs, but that’s
an open question.

L ots of interests are willing to spend big
money pushing gambling, and most of them
standtomakemoney. Racetrack ownershave
lost most of their profitsto casinos; they want
slotstoboost their fortunes. Supplierswantto
open up our state. Others want to start new
gambling operations.

There’ s no denying the appeal of casino
games. A glanceat statetraffic statisticsshows
that U.S. 75averages10,000 carsper day north
of Topeka, and just 5,000 north of Holton,
meaning that alot of peopleexit at the Indian
casinosup there.

If casinosout inthemiddleof nowheredraw
likethat, imaginewhat they coulddoinor near
major Kansascities.

There smoney tobemadeinthecasinobusi-
ness.

But thequestionremains, dowereally want
or need more gambling in Kansas?

Time was when the state looked on gam-
bling, liquor and prostitution as vices to be
suppressed. All of thosecanbedestructiveand
addictive, especially liquor and gaming.

Butwefoundit nexttoimpossibletogetrid
of Demon Rum, and there' s always been a
horse book or a card game going on in this
state, legal or not.

Then the state latched onto gambling as a
money-making schemeand got into thebusi-

nessitself. The state lottery opened the door
for IndiancasinosandtheL egislaturegaveus
gambling at dog and horsetracks.

Thetracksmademoney for awhile, but big
“riverboat” casinosover in Missouri havesi-
phoned much of the profit, and the Indian ca-
sinoshavetakentherest.

But gambling as abusiness dependson the
immutabl e fact that peoplelose money. Oth-
erwise, there’ d be no profit for the house.
Someone hasto be paying thecasino’ shills.

Legalizing gambling puts the state in the
position of encouraging vice, not suppressing
it. The state’ s L otto game s pretty much the
sameasthemob’ sold numbersracket, though
themob used to give better odds.

Isthat what wewant for Kansas?

Now that we' remaking money off of liquor
and gambling, shouldweal so consider taxing
marijuanaand prostitution? Or maybe state-
run brothels?

It’s almost impossible to win the battle
against vice by passing laws, or we'd have
madeit work during Prohibition. It sanother
thing altogether to havethe state promotinga
vice, but with gambling, that’s what we're
doing.

Morecasinos?

The $50 million the state stands to make
wouldbeadropinthebudget. We' venoobli-
gation to bail out track owners or make big
casinofirmsrich.

Fromthispoint, there’ splenty of gambling
opportunitiesinour stateal ready, maybemore
than enough. The social costsaregreat.

Let’sjust say no. —SteveHaynes

Casual obscenity seamsher

Thefollowing column addresses
anissuethat may beoffensive. Ifyou
donotwishtobeexposedtographic
language, please stop now.
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Between thetwo of us, Jimand |
keep the highwayshot goingtoand
from the county seats where we
work.

Most of those milesare spent lis-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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teningtotheradio. Andeventhough

| worked many yearsfor a country
radio station, you will usualy find
ustuned to aChristian station.

Today welearnedthat the Federal
Communications Commission has
granted permissionforthe"F” word
tobeusedonany televisionorradio
show, anytime day or night. The
commission said the word can be
used whenever desired except in
sexual situations.

Well, duh! A sexual situationis
thelast placeit getsused. That word
gets bandied about with such aca-
sual air that it hastaken onthemean-
ing of averb, an adjective, maybe
evenanoun.

Now you and | both know what |
meanwhen| say “the’F word”. But
that certainly doesn’t mean| wantto
hear it while I’ m having my morn-
ing coffee or watching television
with my granddaughters. The feds
have protected us over the years
from offensive vulgarities on the
airways, but ever so slowly those
guidelineshaveeroded. Proper lan-
guage hasbecomeagray area.

Liberalswill say,“ That’ stheway
real people talk. Programming
merely reflects the morals of the
community.”

| say, “Perhaps people talk that
way, but they shouldn’t.”

Theway wespeak to oneanother
reflectstherespect wehavefor each
other andfor our society. Y our right
to say what you want stops where
my earsbegin.

Problem is most conversations
don’t come with awarning label
(likethiscolumndid) toaertthelis-
tener asto the content. It'stoo late
after you've already heard it. You
can’'t“unhear” something. Nor can
youforgetit. Thereisnothing posi-
tivegainedfromhearingvulgarities.

Even adults who do use vulgar
language don’t want their children
to useit. I’ve seen kids get their
mouthswashed out for speakingthe
same words they have heard their
parentssay.

In the early days of television,
there were about seven words that
couldn’tbeuttered. By today’ sstan-

dards, it seemspuritanical that preg-
nant was once a prohibited word.
Now, onany given cop show some-
body is“kn—ed up”; they aren’t
merely mad, they are“ pi—ed of f”;
someoneisn’t stupid, they areab—
head. Thelinekeepsgetting pushed
farther and farther back.

If therewasever atimewhenyou
shouldwriteyour congressman, this
isit.

Allittakesforevil toprevail isfor
afew good peopleto do nothing.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Jesuscriedandsaid, Hethat
believethonme, believethnot
onme, but onhimthat sent me.
Andhethat seethmeseethhim
that sent me. | amcomealight
intotheworld, that whosoever
believeth on me should not
abideindarkness.

John 12: 44-46
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Steveand | took amini-vacation
last week.

Heclaimshehasto get me out of
town to keep me away fromwork.

Eventhat doesn’ twork, however,
because we both take our comput-
ers.

Thiswasaone-day tripto Denver
for aconcert, aglass of wineand a
night at adowntown hotel.

Steve got ticketsfor the Lucinda
Williams concert on Wednesday
night and | booked usaroom at the
Comfort Inn downtown. We
plannedtodrivein after work, park
at thehotel and walk to the concert,
whichwasat the Fillmore about 12
blockseast of downtown..

Steve and | have aroutine when
arriving at hotels. | check inand he
dealswiththeluggage—inthiscase
two computer casesandasmall suit-
case.

But there was a hangup at the
desk. The clerk told me they were
booked up and the person who had
had our room the night before
wasn't leaving.

Inotherwords, therewasnoroom
inthelnn.

So, for the same price they had
booked usaroom at the Brown Pal -
aceacrossthe street.

Ohwoeisus— forced to stay at
theluxury hotel. Lifeistough.

We boogied across the road and
checked in as a pair of bellhops
grabbed our bags and practically
carried usupstairs.

There wasicein the bucket, wa-

Noroomintheinn’sgood news

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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terinthesilver pitcherandaminton
thepillow.

Lifewastough.

Wedropped our stuff and headed
for the Fillmore, although the
bellhop’s suggestion of hors
d’ oeuvres and music in the lobby
wastempting.

Thewalk wasbrisk but enjoyable
andwearrived duringthemiddl eof
the opening act — anice band that
ended its set with agospel song.

TheFillmoreisastrangeplace. It
has the stage at one end and what
appearsto be ahugedancefloorin
the middle with afew small tables
scattered down the sides. Mostly,
however, it hosts concerts.

Wewereabletoget aspot upfront
and after about 45 minutes, themain
attraction cameon.

LucindaWilliamswasweird, but
wehad agoodview of theshow even
though we had to stand the entire
time. The band was fantastic, Ms.
Williams has a great voice but she
went from overly talkative to hag-
gard within a few songs and ap-
peared almost tootired tofinish the

show. Her voice never gave out,
though, and at abig place, like Reo
Rocks, we would never have no-
ticed the slumping shoulders anc
closed eyes.

Steve, | and several othersin the
audience had our own opinions of
why she was having trouble, but
whileothersvoicedthethought that
rehab wasin her future, | kept my
mouth shut. She gave us what we
paidforandtherestwasn’t my busi-
Ness.

Aftertheshow, wewanderedinto
alate-night restaurant and had ¢
snack andaglassof wine, thenitwas
back to our substitute hotel room,
which had free high-speed I nternet
access.

Lifeistough, | told you.

We both got stories to edit and
thingstowork onfor theway home
off thelnternet whilehaving coffee
inour roomthenext morning. Then
itwastimeto pack up and head back
tothereal world.

Itwasn’tavery longvacation, but
itwasafunoneand| evengotalittle
work done.

We retheoneskillingour towns

If rural Americaisdying, what's
killingit?

Though it’s popular to blame
Wal-Mart, | don't think that’ sit.

Wal-Martisasymptom, notadis-
ease.

What' s killing rural Americais
rural Americans.

We don't realize how good we
havethings, and wedon’tinvestin
our own, wonderful way of life.

Weteach our kidsthat they need
togo off to the university and get a
goodjobinthecity. Wedon't make
jobsfor them back at homelikewe
usedto.

We do our shopping out of town
or with somebig, facelesscorpora-
tion. We don't support the home-
town grocery or the mom-and-pop
storeson Main Street.

We' re hooked on the excitement
of going to the big stores and buy-
ing big-brand merchandise.

A triptothenext-bigger townbe-
comesasocial outing, not just trea-
sontothelocal economy.

But it's more complicated than
that.

Wal-Mart exists because it does
what peoplewant.

It has low prices, if you don’t
mind hiking through ajammed up,
ding-and-dent parkinglot. It’ sopen
all day sopeoplecanshopwhenthey
havetime.

Oneretail expert notesthat in an
erawhen everyone works, a store
that’ s open 9 to 5 must be catering
to the retired and the unempl oyed.
That’ snotthemost profitabledemo-
graphic, isit?

AlongtheSappa

shaynes@nwkan%s.com)

By SteveHaynes

Gotoany Wal-Mart at night or on
Sunday, or 9 p.m. onaWednesday,
andyou'll find carsfromall thesur-
rounding towns.

Go downtown in those same
towns, and you' Il find most of the
storeslocked and shuttered.

Maybetheownersarehomecom-
plaining. Maybethey’ reover shop-
pingatWal-Martaongwithall their
customers.

Most of our towns haveplacesto
buy thethingsweneed. Thesebusi-
nesses provide jobs that keep our
townsgoing.

They are the building blocks of
our communities. Butwedriveright
by them on our way out of town.

Then we get together and com-
plainabout thedeclining population
andtheever-lower enrollmentinour
schoals.

Wegripethat it stough to attract
new businesses. We complain that
no onewantstolive*“out here.”

We'd all bealot better off if we
learned to invest in our own towns
and the businesses that support
them.

Instead of hitting the highway to
buy acar or acoat, weought tolook
downtown. Out onthehighway. Or

worst come to worse, in the next
county over.

Notinthecity. Not at somechain
store that sucks profits out of our
town and sends them to five of the
wealthiest peopleintheworld.

Wedon't, though. Wethink we' re
going to save money on the road.
We' remad at thetowngrocer or the
Ford dealer. Wewant to have some
fun.

Hey, nobody spendsall hismoney
at home. Therearethingsyou can't
get here. There are things we want
inthecity.

That’ snot the point.

If we want rural Americato sur-
vive, rural Americans haveto start
investing in our own back yards.

We need to spend most of our
money at home. Weneed to shop at
the town grocery and support the
downtown stores. Weneed to spenc
our money where it supports jobs
andtaxesand profitsat home, notin
Arkansas.

Evenif it costsafew centsmore.

Because if we don’t, we're al
going to haveto moveto thecity.

Andwhileit’ saniceplacetovisit,
| don'twanttolivethere.

PhotoPolicy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to allow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beableto getto every event, but
wewill try.

Because space is so limited, we

cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelined up or of
peopl e passing checks, certificates
andthelike. (Wewill adwaystry to
make room for astory about any of
these events, however.)

Wedo run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are
provided to us. Please remember
that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,

stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of.

Laser proofs of photos which
haveruninTheHeraldareavailable
first come, first served. Special-or-
der laser prints of photos will be
available at $3 each for about twe
weeks after publication.

We can take passport photos if
youprovidearoll of color film. The
chargeis$8.50 per person.



