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Saewer project may quadruplerates

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlinCity Council heard Thursday
that sewer ratescoul d quadrupletocover the
loan payment and maintenance on a new
sewer plant required by tighter state and
federal rules.

Thaniel Monaco, theengineerwithMiller
and Associates who is working on the
project, gavethe council two technical | et-
tersontheproject. Thefirstincludedasum-
mary on the process and what the city has
chosen to do. The second showed that the

city would haveto increase user rates any-
where from $26 to $30 per month to repay
theloan and maintain the plant.

The council didn’t make any decisions.
Mr. Monaco said hewill be at the meeting
on Thursday, Nov. 20, to seewhat the city
wantsto do.

Mr. Monaco saidat theexisting plant, the
city will needtorefurbish concrete, replace
or repair air lines, replace most of theinte-
rior equipment, upgrade the disinfecting
system, refurbish doorsandwindow, elimi-

natetheexisting sludgeponds, upgradethe
sludgedrying bed and upgradethelabarea.

The council had selected a counter-cur-
rent aeration process for the plant with ul-
traviolet disinfecting.

The project is estimated to cost $3.313
million, said Mr. Monaco. Maintenance
should be about $123,000 per year.

Theway theprojectisset up, hesaid, the
contractor will have 11 monthsto build it.
There is amonth to evaluate the bids, 45
daysfor thebidding process, twomonthsfor

the Kansas Department of Health and En-
vironment andtheU.S. Department of Ag-
riculture to approve the project and seven
months for the design process. That’ sjust
short of two yearsfrom start to finish.
Theservicehas918 users, hesaid, witha
minimum bill of $9.15 amonth.
Therearetwo optionsfor loans, he said,
astaterevolvingloanfundfor 20 yearsat 3
percent interest or the U.S. Department of
Agriculturefor a40-year loan at 4 percent.
Using the state fund would mean an in-

creaseof $20amonthin sewer billsandthe
federal program would cost $16 a month.
Maintenancefor the plant would cost each
customer $11 amonth.

That means an increase of $26 to $30 &
month over the current minimum of $9.15
amonth, or up to four timesasmuch asthe
current charges.

The city then can try for a grant which
wouldbepart of the Department of Agricul -
turefunding, hesaid, but themost they coul o

(See SEWER on Page 12A)

Digrict
revises
policy

Schoolsmay have
to cut teachers

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Facingthepossibility theOberlin
School District will haveto reduce
theteaching staff, acommitteemade
up of twoboard members, thesuper-
intendent and eight teachers has
beenrevisingthepolicy andwriting
anew one.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
the policy is part of the negotiated
agreement between the board and
theteachers. Inthefirst three para-
graphs, it saysthat acommitteewill
be formed to reviseit. The revised
policy will thenbeagreed onduring
negotiations beforethe next school
year starts.

Mr.Glodt saiditdoesn’tlook like
the new policy will be awhole lot
different than the current one. The
new policy has something about
seniority in it, whereas the current
policy only talks about tenure, he
said.

Thecurrent policy alsosaysnoth-
ing about evaluations, which had
been suggested for the new policy.

If the district has to reduce the
staff thisyear, the said, the current
policy will be used. It includes
guidelinesonhow thereductionwill
bedone. Mr. Glodt saidit goesinthe
following order: needs of the dis-
trict, individua certifications, quali-
fications, tenure and training and
sKills.

Mr. Glodt saidfor ateacher toget
tenure, they have to have taught in
the district for at least three years.
Tenure, he said, has nothing to do
with seniority.

There are also a bunch of legal
issuesand statestatutes, hesaid, that
take precedent over that list. Mr.
Glodt said heand PrincipalsDuane
Dorshorstand CharlesHaagwill be
visitingwithalawyer fromtheKan-
sas Association of School Boards
this month to check into those is-
SUes.

At thistime, he said, he doesn’t

Highway
sudy
planned

The U.S. Highway 36 Associa-
tion plans a corridor study for im-
provements along the highway
across Kansas, hoping to show the
state the economic value of widen-
ingtheroadthrough oneof theleast-
devel oped areas of Kansas.

Meeting at the Huck Boyd Cen-
terinPhillipsburg, theassociation's
board voted to purse the study with
the Docking Institute at Fort Hays
State University.

Theboardheld anhour-longcon-
ference call with Preston Gilson,
who now livesinMissouri, asenior
fellow withtheingtitute. Gilsondid
asimilar study of U.S. 50 last year
for southwest Kansascommunities.
Theretired Fort Haysprofessor said
that study cost about $48,000and he
expected a U.S. 36 study to cost
about the same.

The study would cover the eco-
nomicimpact of thehighway across
the northernmost 13 counties of
Kansas and measure the potential
benefitsof wideningandimproving
theroad.

Theassociationlistsasitsprimary
goal having theroad rebuilt to four

(SeeHIGHWAY on Page 12A)

WITHCUTTERSINHISHAND, aworker (above)for side of the carportswhiletwo men (below) put apiece of

Bainter Construction of Hoxie cut apieceof metal forthe thesiding up.

Donationsmake
carportsavallable
a Whesat Ridge

With the help of several do-
nors, residents at Wheat Ridge
Terracehaveaplacetopark their
carsout of theweather.

About two weeks ago, a crew
from Bainter Construction of
Hoxie started putting in 10 car-
portsfor theresidents. Although
thecarportsaren’t finished, they
are well on the way to comple-
tion.

Marcia Lohoefener, with
Wheat Ridge Terrace, said about
ayear and half ago they opened
anaccount for contributions. She
said thefirst $2,000 came from
theTerraceand CharlesFrickey.

Recently, an area family who
are strong supporters of the
county and community, offered

to complete the fund for the car-
portsandtoput aroof over theback
patio, said Mrs. Lohoefener.

Theproject started, shesaid, be-
cause they had gotten so many
guestions about getting garages at
thesenior apartment complex. She
said they thought it might helpfill
the apartments while making it a
little easier on theresidents.

The residents won't have to
clean the snow off their cars any-
more, shesaid, andthey aretickled
about that.

The Terrace has 12 apartments
with sevenresidentscurrently liv-
ing there.

Future projects at Wheat Ridge
may include a shop for the men
wholivethere.

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

Two dozenturn out to hear
tal k about school foundation

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Two dozen Oberliniteslearned
a little about setting up a school
foundation Friday afternoon.

Gary Tunnison from Nebraska
held a 45-minute meeting at
Decatur Community High School
Friday about school foundations
and how to start and work one.

He said he has spent 10 years
hel ping peopleset up foundations
for variousthings.

Mr. Tunnison asked the 24
peoplewhy they think peoplegive.
The group made alist, including
that peoplewant to give, thereisa
need, tax write-offs, memorials,
emotional attachment, obligation,
successandtopay tributetoafam-
ily member.

A foundation, hesaid, isno dif-

ferent than abusiness. It needs a
board made up of about five to
seven people who are not in the
school system. Hesaidtheadmin-
istratorsshouldn’trunthefounda-
tion.

The board meets about twicea
year and setsinvestment strategy .
Hesuggestedthat half themoney
be placed into equities (stocks)
and half into fixed-income secu-
rities such as bonds. The board
should keep everything open so
people know where the money
they havegivenisgoing, hesaid.

Over theyears, hesaid, he has
found something simple that
works, anenvelopethatismailed
outtopeopleaskingthemtoinvest
inthefoundation. Hesaid theen-
velope hastheinformation about

thefoundation onit.

The envelope aso has several
choicesonit asto where the per-
son giving wantsthe money to be
spent.

Whenafoundationisstarted, he
said, there needs to be some kind
of recognitionlevel sopeoplewho
give different amounts of money
can berecognized.

A foundation supplementspro-
grams, hesaid. Itdoesn’ttakecare
of what the school district issup-
posed to be doing. He said the
money isn’t used to pay the bills,
but can help improve things, like
buying new windowsor providing
scholarships.

“The money that comes in
here,” said Mr. Tunnison, “is go-

(See SCHOOL on Page 12A)

Season
opens
withbang

Thecounty filledwithtrucksfrom
out of stateand all over KansasFti-
day night ashunterspouredinforthe
opening day of pheasant season.

Withtheword out that bird num-
berswereup comparedtolast year,
hunters who had skipped the last
season or decided to go to South
Dakotainstead returned here.

Theweather wasjustright, unlike
the past two years. Last year it was
hot, and theyear beforeit did noth-
ing but snow.

Joe Dejmal, co-owner of Dal€’ s
Fish ‘N’ Fun, said the hunt was &
really mixed bag thisyear. He said
he heard alot of positive reports
from hunters. Everyone saw birds,
he said, and the numberswere defi-
nitely up from last year.

The limit for each hunter isfour
birds a day. There weren’t very
many hunterswho got the limit, he
said. Some groups, depending on
the size, got about two birds per
man, but there were other groups
that got half abird per hunter.

Mr. Dejmal said he didn’t hear
many reportsof hunterswho failed
tofind birds.

Actually, he said, he talked to
some who hunted in South Dakote
last year because of the state report
of bird numbershere, who returnec
to Decatur County and were happy
they had.

The store, which specializesin
outdoor and hunting equipment,
stayed busy pretty much all week-
end. Mr. Degjmal said they stayec
openuntil midnight Friday andwere
steady until close, and there were
peoplein and out all day Saturday
too.

Sunday slowed down some, asit
always does, since people start tc
head home.

Several hunters said they plan tc
come back later in the season be-
cause of the birdsthey saw.

Ken Badsky, with the Sunflower
Chapter of Pheasants Forever, who
was ableto go out hunting over the
weekend, said hisgroup saw al ot of
birds and heard good reports. He
said they met one group that shot
their limit.

Kelly Glodt said hewent out with
agroupof fivehuntersfor part of the
day Saturday and the group got
seven pheasants.

The weather was good, he said,
andthebirdsstayed put. Hesaidthey
saw quite afew birds, but no big
groups.

No matter, said Mr. Glodt, it i<
alwaysfunto get out inthefield.

Pheasant seasonlastsuntil Jan. 31
with anon-resident small gameli-
cense costing $71 and aresident |-
cense, $19.

Woman celebrates
105yearsof living

By MARY LOU OLSON
Bertha Brock celebrated a mile-
stoneon Saturday, whenshe

She said that their wedding pre-
sents included livestock, bedding
and a tub filled with

observed her 105th birthday
with family and friends at
Cedar Living Center.

A nativeof Jennings, Mrs. -
Brock was born in a sod
house south of Kanona on
Nov. 8, 1898, the daughter
of Theodore and Mary
(Pracheil) Tacha. Shelived

area and attended Rock Is-

land Grade School. She attended
JenningsHigh School fortwoyears,
then transferred to Oberlin, where
shegraduatedin 1917.

After attending normal school in
Oberlin, shetaught for two yearsat
Rock Island before giving up her
teaching to marry Kenneth Fay
Brock on April 23,1919.

ws.l

al of herlifeintheJennings BerthaBrock

sugar, coffee, bacon, po-
tatoes, canned goodsand
amop.

“The tub was very
useful,” shesaid. “I dic
the laundry in it during
4| theweek and at week’s
end, it served as a bath-
tub.”

They lived northeast
of Jennings on the Big
Timber Creek, wheretheir children,
William and Maida, were born.
They later movedtoherfolks farm,
where they spent 10 years before
moving to Jennings. Her husband,
acounty commissioner for severa
years, died on Jan. 12, 1962.

After his death, she and her

(SeeBIRTHDAY on Page12A)
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON, Gary Tunnison explained the ins and outs of setting up alocal
school foundation to two dozen people at the high school.

* School foundation

(Continued from Page 1A)
ingto goto help thekids.”

CharlesFrickey, an Oberlin law-
yer, asked if it was better to have a
hospital, fair and school foundation
or tojust haveonecommunity foun-
dation. Thatisatoughone, said Mr.
Tunnison. The plus sideiswhen a
school foundation sendsout | etters,
it canfocusontheschool instead of
havingtotouchoneverythinginthe
community.

Onewoman asked if the scholar-
shipsalready inplacewouldremain.
Mr. Tunnison saidthat would beup
to the peopl e behind them.

Principal CharlesHaag said they
aren't trying to take over the schol -
arships. People can decide to give
the same scholarship through the

foundation or continue asthey are.

Mr. Tunnisonsaidthefoundation
board would haveto approveall of
that.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt
asked the advantage of givingto a
local foundation instead of, say, a
university foundation. Mr.
Tunnison said he wants his money
tostay inhistown. A local founda-
tion keepsthe money here.

Colleen Rittmann asked how ad-
ministrative expenses are covered.
Mr. Tunnisonsaid start-up costsare
covered by thefirst donations. If the
foundation gets going, it probably
won'’t be until February or March,
and there won't be a mailing until
September or October. A “book of
memory,” which paystributeto a

— Herald staff photo by Kim Brandt

discussed

family member for a certain price,
canalsobeusedfor thoseexpenses.

Druggist Rusty Addleman said
the school herehasastrong alumni
association. Whenit cameup afew
yearsago that therewasn’t astrong
scholarship program, he said, they
got behindit.

If the community isinterested,
said Mr. Tunnison, the next step is
todecideif they wantedhimtocome
back and if there are people who
wouldstepforwardtobeonaboard.

School board member Barb
Olson asked what they should do if
12 or 13 peoplewanted to beonthe
board. Hesaidthey couldalsoset up
acommittee, but he wouldn't sug-
gestgoingover fivetosevenpeople
on the board.

* Birthday marks105years

(Continued from Page 1A)
brother and sisters enjoyed many
yearsof traveling together inamo-
tor home. Shesaid shevisited all of
the states, including Alaska and
Hawaii, wentfromtheY ukontothe
Y ucatan, and toured most of Eu-
rope.

“When | was 68 years old,” she
said, “1 bought abook ‘How to See
Europefor $5aDay’ andwedidit.”

Oneof her favorite pastimeswas
making af ghans and quilts, and she
bowled on the Jennings team until
shewas 85.

*Teachers
may see
jobscut

(Continued from Page 1A)
know how many teachers might be
let go. The district’ s auditors are
here now, he said, and are looking
at the money situation. The board
has already made alot of cuts and
increased fees on somethings. Mr.
Glodt saidthey will seeif thosehave
made it possible for the district to
makeit through thisyear.

Thedistrict cut half amilliondol-
larsout of thebudget. Thatincludes
cuts, the increase in fees and in-
crease in the local option budget
approved by voters.

The auditors will make sugges-
tions on number of staff cutsto get
back inline, said Mr. Glodt.

Mr. Glodt said hewantedtoknow
thenumber monthsago, but it takes
sometimetoseewhat thetrendsare
going to be and see what effect the
cuts and increases will have on the
budget.

Hopefully by theend of theyear,
the board will know what it has to
do. Hesaid theboard will beletting
the teachers and community know
assoon aspossible.

Then, Mr. Glodt said, he will
make a recommendation to the
board. The board will make the fi-
nal decision.

Ineach case, hesaid, therewill be
ajustification on why that position
was chosen and alist to show how
losing that teacher will affect the
students.

“Thereisn’t one staff member
who can be reduced that won't af -
fect the current educational pro-
grams,” hesaid.

Thepolicy asoincludesrulesfor
recalling teacherslater.

The committee, he said, has met
every week sinceschool started and
now meets every other week.

L ooking back, shesaidthat oneof
thehardest thingsfor her waslosing
her independence when she had to
give up her car, but after she hit a
deer, her children thought it might
besafer if shequit driving.

Shemovedto Cedar Living Cen-
ter onSept. 30, 1998. Shetill enjoys
music and said she'd like to dance
on her birthday.

Immediate relatives joining her
for the birthday party on Saturday
included her daughter-in-law, Rosa
Brock, and grandson, Bill and
Carolyn Brock, all of Lindsborg.

A younger BerthaBrock

(Continued from Page 1A)
lanesfrom St. JosephtoBelleville
and improvedto ahigh-standard
two-lane west of there, but the
exacttypeof improvement would
depend on the study.

SteveHaynesof Oberlin, presi-
dent of thegroup, said hethought
they would be able to raise the
money for the study with contri-
butions from cities and counties
alongtheway and possibly some
foundation grants.

At present, only afew short
stretchesof U.S. 36arefourlanes.
Thestate’ scurrent 10-year high-
way planincludeswideningasix-
mile stretch at the far east end of
the route, from Elwood to
Wathena. Mr. Haynes said the
goal of astudy would beto get
widening west from there in the
next state highway plan, eight to
10yearsfrom now.

Mr. Gilson pointed out that an
improved route in Kansas could
draw traffic of f of 1-70 and espe-
cially from [-80 in Nebraska,
whichiscongested. U.S. 36offers
abypassfor city trafficand adi-
rect route west to Denver.

Smith Center Mayor Larry
Brown, whoarrangedtheconfer-
ence with Mr. Gilson, said the

* Highway group
wantsstudy done

next stepwould beto get together
with the Docking I nstitute and
scopeoutthestudy. After that, the
group can begin looking for
money.

After some discussion, the
board voted unanimously to pro-
ceed. Mayor Brown, Bob Strevey
of Norcatur, Cy Moyer of
Phillipsburg and Dan Wenger of
Sabethawerenamedtoacommit-
teeto overseetheplans.

The association board also
agreed to proceed this year with
atleast oneand possibly twobill-
boards aimed at drawing traffic
onto U.S. 36. Thesewould beon
I-35in Missouri and on 1-70 in
Colorado, east of Denver.

They wouldfeatureas oganfor
a“short, fast” route across Kan-
sas. Mr. Moyer said two signs
might cost $6,000 or more. Mr.
Haynes said the association has
the money in its account and
oughtto proceed. Theboardvoted
unanimously for the effort.

The association will meet in
Hanover in June to review
progressonthecorridor study and
onthehillboard project. Another
project, placing windmillsalong
the highway, isproceeding.

* Sawer will

(Continued from Page 1A)
get is$400,000.

Councilman Jay Andersonasked
what the estimated life of the facil-
ity would be. Mr. Monaco said 20
years.

Mr. Monaco said he would like
thecouncil toreview thedocuments
and by the next meeting beready to
decidewhat typeof loanthey would

cost more

liketopursuesotheapplicationscan
be started.

If they go to the Department of
Agriculture, he said, the agency
likes to see money invested by the
city. City money will beusedinthe
project first, then the loan money
and last any grant money.

The department usually asks a

he Feist lends a hand

in every part of
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okay...
several hands!

The Feist Northwest Kansas Telephone Directory
could become the handiest tool in town for

your business. Ad space closes November 28th.

Call 1-800-536-2612 today!

There’s more in it for you!
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