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Sur prisngsnowfall helpswheat crop

Moviegoers leaving Sunflower Cinema
Saturday night seemed surprised to find a
blanket of white covering the ground and
their cars.

It wasabout 9 p.m., and the temperature
had plunged to 11 degrees The white stuff
forecastershad said wasonitsway had ar-
rived.

Thesnow continuedtofall throughout the
night, leaving lawns and streets covered.
TheNational Weather Servicereportedthat
the areareceived .11 inches of moisture.

By Sunday afternoon, fieldsinthe coun-
try looked likethey barely had adusting as
thewind blew off much of the snow.

Thewheat, however, whichwill beready
next summer, got itsfirst drink of thewin-
ter.

Brian Olson, Kansas State University
extensionagronomist, saidthewheat sofar
has had spotty emergence.

The moisture, although marginal, will
help especially with the cool weather. The
two combined may allow the wheat to ex-

tend itslife until the area gets more mois-
ture, hesaid. That’ sthemainthingthearea
needs, he said, moisture.

Right now, theworst-casescenarioisthat
if theareadoesn’t get themoistureandit gets
bitterly cold, there won’t be enough soil
moistureto protect the wheat crowns, and
the plantswill succumb to winter kill.

Soil moisture, said Mr. Olson doesn’t
only hel pthewheat grow, but hel psprotect
theplant.

Itisimportant for the areato continueto

get snow to help the cropsthat are planted,
hesaid.

Farmers, he said, seem pretty depressed
and are questioning whether they should
replant the crop. The problem isthat there
isno moistureto replant itin. 1t would do
moreharmthangoodtotear upthecropand
replant it now.

If the wheat doesn’t start to come up in
another month, hesaid, farmerswill belos-
ing seriousyield potential. Right now, if it
comesup, thecrop has85 to 90 percent po-

tential. By December, that percentagedrops
to 60.

Just under amonth ago, he said, parts of
Decatur County received alittle rain. If
farmers go out and check their fields, he
said, they might find that wheat plants are
coming up now. That small amount of wa-
ter helpedinitiate germination, hesaid, but
that will be spotty, too.

“Itisimportant that weget thewheat up,”
saidMr. Olson, “ butwedon’t haveany con-
trol over the moisture.”
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Mattie Windholz of Benkelman, Neb., was enjoying a sonsto NakitaBose, while her father Dave held onto the

pieceof cherry pieand chatting with folksin other booths  board.
at theWomen'’ sFair at the Gateway on Saturday. Several

Women
learn

ol retreat

Womenfromall overthearea
gathered Saturday afternoon to
learn about home-based busi-
nesses, businesses for women
andthoseoperated by women, as
well asother servicesofferedin
the county.

The “Ladies Day Out” was
sponsored by the Washboard
Beauty Salon all afternoon at
The Gateway.

Jane Carlisle, owner of the
shop, said they had attended a
hair show and started talking
about alot of thingsintown that
women don’t know exist. She
saidthey thought that they could
help others learn about those
things for women and home-
based businesses.

Therewere41 booths, ranging
from jewelry, to hair care, to
make-uptowomen’ sministries.
The booths were sponsored by
businesses from Oberlin, Den-
ver, Kansas City, Nebraskaand
the surrounding area.

Shesaid shethought theshow
had been received well and felt
that it was good to let women
know what is being offered for
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them. Itwasn’treally an event with
alot of sales, but was designed for
womento get information.

Mrs. Carlisle said they had over

200 come through. The event in-
cludedevery agerange, withtheGirl
Scouts selling lunch.

It also featured four speakers,

who covered topics including
hedlth care, domestic violence,
financial information and reli-
gion.

Paper kicksoff annual Christmaspromotion

Boxeswrapped in Christmas pa-
per havebeen set out onthecounters
in 26 Oberlin businesses, meaning
that it istime for Christmas on Us,
theannual holiday promotionwhich
gives away $2,500 to lucky shop-
pers.

The promotion, now in its sixth
year, issponsored by Oberlin mer-
chants and The Oberlin Herald.
Prizesaregiveninscripdollarscan
only be spent at participating busi-
NEesses.

Overtheyears, winnershavepaid

bills, redecorated rooms in their
homes, bought groceries, and of
course, Christmas presents.

“Thisisagreat program, because
it gives people areason to shop at
home,” saidHerald Publisher Steve
Haynes.“ Peoplewhocollect tickets
havealot of fun, merchantsget ex-
trabusiness, and there is some ex-
citement about the holidays.

“A lot of people collect tickets
year after year, andwealwayshave
agood crowd downtownfor thebig
drawing.”

Thisyear, the program will give
away agrandtotal of $2,500. There
will be 10 instant winners of $50, a
second prizewinner of $500andthe
grand prize of $1,500.

Each week until the grand prize
drawing on Saturday, Dec. 20, or
until they are all given out, which-
ever comesfirst, therewill beticket
numbers printed in the ads on the
Christmason Uspagesin TheHer-
ald. Theticket hol der hastocomein
and claim their prize by 5 p.m. on
Friday of that week.

Those ads are printed in Section
C of thisweek’ sHerald.

If the instant prizes are not
claimed by thetimeof thedrawing,
they will be given away that day.

Anyonel8yearsor older canpar-
ticipatein the promotion aslong as
they aren’t employees of The
OberlinHerald.

Oneticket will be given away at
participating businesses for every
$10 spent. People can also get one
free ticket aweek at the Decatur

(See PAPER on Page 10A)

City applies
for twoloans
topay for plant

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlinCity Council decided
togoaheadwiththeapplicationpro-
cessfor boththestaterevolvingloan
fund and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture loan for the upcoming
sewer project at aregular meeting
Thursday night.

At the last two meetings, the
council has talked about the new
saewagetreatment plant, whichwill
useacounter cyclical aeration pro-
cess with ultraviolet disinfecting.
The rebuilt plant will cost the city
about $3.3 million.

Theprojectwill meananincrease
in sewer rates for usersin Oberlin.
For aU.S. Department of Agricul-
ture loan, the estimate is that the
average bill, now $13.51, would
nearly double to $26. The depart-
ment would requirearate of $26to
beeligiblefor grant money.

With a state revolving loan, the
average rate would go to $33.91,
nearly 2 1/2 timesthe current aver-
age. Thaniel Monaco with Miller
and Associates, the engineering
firm working on the plans, said the
average monthly rate for commer-
cial customersis $19.40, and for
“commercial companion” custom-
ers,itis$94.68.

Thecommercial companionuser
needsmorewater, but much of itis
used inside, so the city knows that
all of thewater will eventually goto
the sewer plant. Examples he gave
included thegrocery store, bed and
breakfast, the schools and the hos-
pital. Placeslikethehospital andthe
school system have more than one

Ratefigures
wereincorrect

IntheNov. 12 editionof The
Oberlin Herald, a story on
Oberlin city sewer rates said
they wouldtripleor quadruple
over the current minimum
price of $9.15. However, the
story was comparing the cur-
rent minimum rate with the
projected average rate, which
ishigher.

Theaverageresidential rate
is estimated as $26 for aloan
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture or $33.91 for a
staterevolvingloanfund. That
istwoto2 1/2timesthecurrent
averagerateof $13.51, not four
times. Thiswas areporter’s
error.

(11

TheOberlinHeraldwill cor-
rect or clarify any mistake or
misunder standing in a news
story. Please call our officeat
475-2206toreporterrors. We
believe that news stories
shouldbefair andfactual, and
appreciateyour callingtoour
attentionanyfailuretoliveup
tothisstandard.

meter; some that read outdoor wa-
ter use and others that read indoor
water use.
With the decision to start the ap-
(SeeRATESon Page 10A)

Santa, lights, cr afts
and soup will fill
Oberlin’sweekend

The holiday shopping season is
here, with Santaplanningavisit, the
annual Parade of Lightsand down-
town businesses open until 8 p.m.
Friday night.

It isthe annual holiday opening
weekend in Oberlin, with the pa-
rade, asoup supper, SantaClaus, the
annua museum Christmastreetour
and, over the weekend, the annual
craftfair.

From 5:30 p.m.to 7 p.m. Friday,
the Oberlin Lions will have a soup
supper in the empty store north of
Stanley Hardware.

At6:30p.m., theParadeof Lights
will start. Sofar therearearound 23
entries, but the Oberlin Business

Alliance will take more up to the
minute the floats start to roll down
Main Street as long as the sponsor
providestheannouncer withawrit-
ten description about what the
peoplewill see.

The parade will be staged in the
Decatur Co-op parkinglot at 6 p.m.
andwill travel northup Main Street
and will then go past the Good Sa-
maritan Center thenturnleftand go
ablock west and come down Cass
Avenue.

Themethisyear is“Holidaysare
Happy Times,” withDorisBlack as
the grand marshal once more.

If you want to enter, call the

(See OPENING on Page 10A)

Churchtoserveturkey
at Thanksgivingfeast

Themeal isplanned, thefood has
been purchased and theturkeysare
thawing out.

It'stime for the annual commu-
nity Thanksgiving dinner at St.
John’ sL utheran Church at noonon
Thursday.

In charge this year is Norman
Wendelin, who hashel ped out with
themeal for thelast threeyears, but
has never headed up the project.

He said they have already pur-
chased thefour turkeys, ham, pota-
toes for the mashed potatoes, and
fixingsfor the dressing, gravy and
corn. Themenual soincludeshome-
made rolls made by Jeanette Die-
derich and pies and salads donated
by volunteers.

Traditionally, he said, thedinner
feeds anywhere from 100 to 120

people. Themeal startsat noon and
usually goestoabout 1 p.m., hesaid.

Thereisnocharge, but peoplecan
make adonation.

After the bills are paid, the re-
maining proceedswill bedonatedto
the Decatur County Food Pantry.

Mr. Wendelin said they plannec
toroast theturkeyson Tuesday anc
get the bones out, peel the potatoes
today andthen cook everything el se
Thursday morning, including re-
heating theturkey.

The dinner is pretty casual, he
said, and it isn’t necessary to bring
anything. He said a special thanks
goes out to al those who have do-
nated dessertsand salads.

Mr. Wendelinsaidthedinnerise
community service and outreach
project the church does each year.



