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* Serviceneeds
new volunteers

(Continued from Page 1A)
been fortunate in that her bosswill
alow hertocarry aradioduringthe
day and take off if needed.

A lot of the volunteers, said Ms.
Manning, got burnt out from carry-
ingaradioal thetime.

She said she hasmixed emotions
about afull-time paid position. She
saidif it happens, it should besome-
body local, but that could then take
away avolunteer and doesn’ t bring
anyonenew in. Shesaidshedoesn’'t
know if it would help or not.

She said when she got involved,
her goal wasto servefor 15 years,
after that shedoesn’ tknow what she
will do.

Working ontheambulanceisre-
warding, she said. She loves the
work and loves helping people. It
can bestressful, but when someone
callsor comes up to her and thanks
her for the work she has done, that
means more than anything.

In Jennings, Mr. Pomeroy said,
there are 18 volunteers, some of
whom live out in the country and
otherswhowork out of townduring
the day.

The problem areais Oberlin, he
said, because there aren’t enough
volunteerstocover all theshifts. To
help out, he hasbrought volunteers
up from Jenningsto help cover.

Statelaw saysthat if acounty as-
sessesamill levy for anambulance
service, ithastobemanned 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, Mr.
Pomeroy said.

Onesolutionwould beto put two
peopleoncall in Jenningsand have
them cover the entire county. Mr.
Pomeroy said hedoesn’twanttodo
that. That means the ambulance
would be 30 minutes away from
Oberlin, withthelargest population,
the nursing homesand thehospital.

Theideal, he said, isto always
havefour peopleoncall ineachcity,
twofor theprimary crew andtwoon
back up. That way, if atransfer or
another call comesin, therearestill
two techniciansto cover the area.

Withthesituationnow, hesaid, if
thereisamajor incident, al three
ambulances wouldn’t be staffed.
They would have to call for help
from nearby counties, which could
meanadelay of 30 minutesor more.

All threeambulanceswere need-
ed at an accident hisfall outside of
Cedar Bluffs, Mr. Pomeroy said.
Oberlincould mantwoambulances,
and the third one had to comefrom
Jennings, sothethird patient had to
wait.

If the service needsto do an un-
plannedtransfer, hesaid, it cantake
uptoan hour to get peopleto cover.

Thevolunteersdoget paidalittle
fortheir runs. Hesaid for transfers,
they get $20 to go to McCook, $40
for North Platte, Kearney and Hays,
and $100 for Denver, Wichitaand
Topeka. If thepatient only goesone
way, thevolunteersonly get paidfor
when the ambulanceis|oaded.

Foraprimary call, Oberlinvolun-
teers get $12.50 and Jennings vol-
unteers get $15. All of that comes
out of theambulancebudget, around
$108,000for theyear. Mr. Pomeroy
said out of that comes his pay, half
the salary for Michael French, who
works half time for the ambulance
and half timefor hesheriff’ soffice,
bookkeeper Karen Eskew’s pay,

equipment and a transfer of about
$25,000ayear forafundtopurchase
anew ambulance down the road.

If afull-time person ishired, he
said, he didn’t know if they could
afford thetransfer.

Mr. Pomeroy started a first-re-
sponder class in September with
four peopleat first, but everyonebut
Mr. French has since dropped out.
Hewill testonDec. 13, but until then
hecan't cover calls.

Since being hired, Mr. Pomeroy
said, hehasofferedthreeclassesand
gotten two techniciansfrom them.

Afterthenew year, hewouldlike
tooffer another first responder class.
Itisa76-hour courseheldtwonights
aweek fortwoandahalf months. He
said volunteershaveto be 18 years
or older, but don’t haveto be out of
high school.

Asafirst responder, they haveto
work with an emergency medical
technician. Hesaidhewouldliketo
offer the“bridge” class so thefirst
responderscanbecometechnicians.

Mr. Pomeroy said he has been
thinking about having a full-time
personfor awhile. Hesaid that per-
soncouldhelp cover abunchof call
time. He said it would be nice to
havesomeonetodo publicrelations
and publiceducationfor thedepart-
ment as well. He would train that
person up to paramedic level and
then the county would have two.

Commissioner RalphUnger, who
hasservedinthecounty for 31years
and put in 12 years on the state
Emergency Medical Services
board, said he didn’t want to com-
ment about the full time position
since his fellow commissioners
haven’'t had achanceto discussit.

Mr. Unger said he doesn’'t know
what the problem is getting more
volunteers. It seems like there has
just beenachangeinlifeinthelast
20 years, he said. There are alot
more families where the husband
and wife both work, and it has be-
come harder to get volunteers.

The ambulance service has been
around since around 1974. At that
time, he said, officials said that a
volunteer service wouldn’'t work.
They gave the county six months,
but they were wrong. Decatur
County was used as an exampleto
other counties develop avolunteer
service.

Officials say that nationwide
thereislessof atendency to volun-
teer thantherewasagenerationago,
especially long-term volunteering.
Mr. Unger said the community is
aging and thereisacertain amount
of burnout.

He said the commissioners are
opentoideas.

Mr. Pomeroy said heis going to
do everything he can to get people
ontheservice, buttheway thingsare
going, oneday thebell will ringand
no onewill turn out to man theam-
bulance.

It just isn’'t a good scenario, he
said. The county needsto keep the
ambulance service going. It takes
two people to go on every call, ei-
ther two technicians or afirst re-
sponder and atechnician.

Anyone who isinterested in be-
coming a volunteer can call Mr.
Pomeroy at 785-475-8126 ortalk to
one of the other volunteers.

County buystrucks
for roadandbridgework

Decatur County commissioners
approvedthepurchaseof three 1999
Mack truck tractors from adealer-
shipinHaysfor $89,500withtrade.

Road and Bridge Supervisor said
they had 259,000, 375,000 and
386,000 milesonthem, but thedeal -
ership will make sure that any
needed work isdone.

Mr. Stallman said he would like
to get the undercarriage of each
truck overhauled, withnew bearings
and remanufactured oil pump and
gaskets. That canbedonefor $1,500

atruck.

He said he talked with Kirk
Young at Truck Town, but the
trucks he found were not what the
county waslookingfor. They either
had too many milesor didn’'t have
some feature the county needs.

Healso talked with Jay Hancock
with Central Truck out of McCook,
but their trucks had too many miles
and the county wasn't going to get
much out of thetrade.

Thecommissionersapprovedthe
purchasefor the price bid.

Someone stole money and
checks worth more than $1,000
from the Oberlin PizzaHut over
the weekend.

Thievesapparently brokeinthe
front door sometime between
11:40 p.m. Friday night and 7:45
am. Saturday morning. Theglass
door was broken.

PizzaHut brokeninto

Chief WadeL ockhart saidthere
was an estimated $250 worth of
damage to the door and $1,000
takenin cash and checks.

The break-in was discovered
Saturday morning whenthetrash
truck stopped to pick up refuse
from the business.

Lights
festoon
parade

Tiny, multi-colored lights
decorated everything from semi
tractorstobicyclestocarsFriday
nightfortheannual OberlinBusi-
nessAlliance Parade of Lights.

Peopleof all agesstarted gath-
ering along Main Street around
6:15 p.m. Friday to see the pa-
rade. Therewasafiretruck, am-
bulance, a horse-drawn wagon
carrying parade marshal Doris
Black, old cars, a crop sprayer,
four wheelers, amotorcycle, bi-
cyclesand more.

Thethemethisyearwas“Holi-
daysareHappy Times.” Thepa-
rade started at the south end of
Main Street and headed uptothe
Decatur County Good Samaritan
Center.

Many onthefloatsthrew candy
tothekidsaong therouteasan-
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WITHASTARIN FRON, thissemi truck (above) from ratedingarland and coloredlightswasoneof thefirst floats
Decatur Co-op went down Main Street decorated inwhite inthe parade.
lights during the annual light parade. A car (below) deco-

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

nouncer Joe Stanley, owner of
Stanley Hardware, told alittle
about each entry from the side of
the street.

Therewere 15 entries, with the

Decatur Co-op taking first place
with its semi truck, sprayer, four
wheelers, tractor and liquid tank
truck; TheBank taking secondwith
Rudolph, and Ron McDougal tak-

ing third with a horse-drawn
wagon carrying Mrs. Black and
othersriding.

Thewinnersreceived $50, $30
and $10in SantaBucks.

* Church celebrates100year sof service

(Continued from Page 1A)
in September 1956. An annex was
builtin October 1967 by the Porsch
brothersfrom Selden.
In 1976, theoutsideof thechurch
was painted. In 1978, under the di-
rection of Bonnie Kreutzer, thein-

sidewasremodeled.

Mr. Bainter said hewasraisedin
thechurchand hasseenthechanges
over theyears.

Whenhewasaboy, hesaid, ator-
nado came through and blew the
steepleandthebell off thetop of the

* County auditor
givesgood report

(Continued from Page 1A)
ber for accountsat TheBank. Those
agenciesneedtoget their ownnum-
ber. Hesaid they may actually have
anumber and just need tofindit.

Mr. Zodrow had several things
listedunder county ambulanceinhis
report. Hesaid thisisn’t uncommon
when the county hiresanew direc-
tor. Mr. Zodrow said he hastalked
with Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy about hel ping him with
electronic bookkeeping.

Onething noticed during the au-
dit isthat for billingsin 2002, the
total billing was $113,178 and the
collections were $34,449. There
was $9,427 written off by thecom-
missioners.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
saidthepositivethingisthat collec-
tions were up 70 percent over the
year before.

Mr. Zodrow recommended that
the director report monthly on col-
lections, which he does.

Theauditor suggested agroup of
countiesgettingtogether and hiring
aperson to do electronic billing to
Medicare, which is confusing. He
saidit seemsif Medicareknowsthe
county hashad aproblemwithbills
inthepast, theagency almost makes
it harder on the county to get any-
thing approved.

Mr. Zodrow alsoreportedthat the
way the director recorded receipts
doesn’tallow for any correlationto
the amounts for the treasurer, the
billing register isn’t totaled each
month, thereisnowrite-off registry
and thereisno accountsreceivable
control ledger or individual ac-
countsreceivablerecords.

Commissionersapprovedtheau-
dit and ordered that it be sent onto
the proper authorities.

They alsoapproved hiringMapes
and Miller for another three years,
withacost of livingincreasein pay.
The cost will be about $15,000 for
eachyear.

* Homestobeon tour

(Continued from Page 1A)
fewtosell.

All of themoney raised will goto
scholarships the women’s group
giveseach year.

Mrs. Neff said she decided to put
her homeat 304 N. Elk Avenueon
tour becauseof thescholarship pro-
grams.

She said sheand her husband are
the second owners of the house,
whichwasfinishedin 1981.

The home hastwo bedroomsup-
stairsandtwodown. Mrs. Neff said
shehasbeenbusy decoratingfor the
holidays. The home also features
someantiquefurniture.

Oneof theother homesonthetour

is at 605 N. East Avenue. Mrs.
Richards said three rooms have
Christmas decorations dictated by
the decor. She said they have aden
which her husband calls the “man
room,” decorated in a western
theme, soit hasawesterntree. The
kitchen is decorated in apples and
berries and the main living areais
donein snowmen.

The home, which has four bed-
rooms, two bathrooms was prob-
ably finishedinthe1970s, shesaid.

Afterthetour, thegroupwill meet
back at theUnited Churchfor asoup
supper and dessert provided by the
club. For questions, call Mrs.
Frickey at 475-2882.

building. Although an entry was
built for the church, the bell wasn’t
put up right away. Instead, the bell
sat on the church grounds. Oneday
someonestoleit, andthechurchhas
been without a bell since the late
1920s.

Mr. Bainter said the flagsin the
front of thechurch, whichincludean
American flag and a United Meth-
odist flag, werededicatedtoHarold
Miley, who lost hislifein Europe
during World War I1.

Hesaid seven boysfromthecon-
gregation went to the war. Back
then, said Mr. Bainter, the congre-
gation waslarger thanitisnow. At
onetimeit had morethan 25 mem-
bers.

A lotof thingshavechanged over
theyears, for thechurch andfor the
town of McGraw. Mr. Bainter said
the town is pretty much just the
church.

He said it was a thriving town
whentheRock IdandRailroad, built

in the late 1800s, decided to come
build to the north, but most people
from McGraw decided to move to
Dresden. Although therail was ex-
pected to go upthenorthfork of the
Solomon, it never quitemadeit. He
said peoplemovedto Dresdento be
closertotherailhead. Thetrack was
finishedthereanditwasevident that
it would never get to McGraw.

His grandfather decided to stay
where he was in McGraw. Mr.
Bainter now lives on the family
farm, which ishalf amile from the
church.

Themost recent changesinclude
a new roof and siding in August. It
also got an indoor restroom. All
those years, churchgoers used an
outhouse.

Mr. Bainter saideveryoneiswel-
come to come celebrate with the
church. The worship service will
start at 9:45 am. and then the cel-
ebration will be at 2 p.m., with re-
freshmentsto follow.
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Southwind Steakhouse

& Saloon selden, Kansas
785-386-4400

Big Boy’s Barbeque Buffet

Ribs, Brisket, Pork,

Fajitas, Tacos, Burritos,
Nachos

Chicken Fried or
Sausage

Prime Rib & Steak & Shrimp or

Tues.
Featuring ..........
Wed. Mexican Buffet
Featuring ...........
Thurs.  Country Skillet
Featuring ..........
Fri. &
Sat.

Bullfries

Open Tues. thru Sat. 4 p.m. to 12 p.m.

Grill Hours: 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. (Tues. thru Thurs.)
5 p.m. to 10 p.m. (Fri. & Sat.)

Homemade Pizza 4 p.m. till Midnight

Available for Private Parties - Mondays & Sundays




