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Ambulance
low on help,
volunteers

Shiftscan’t becovered
asforcesnrinkstoeight

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin Ambulance Service
is running with eight volunteers,
only fiveof whomareable

has hel ped update the equipment
and protocols. He said he was hop-
ing that once he got the morale up
and bought some new

to help cover the 24-hour,
seven-day-a-week sched-
ule.

Ambulance Director
Patrick Pomeroy said in
October, there were nine
shifts where there was no
oneto cover fromOberlin.

equipment, that more
peoplewouldwanttovol-
unteer.

Hesaid that onereason
he thinks that people
aren’tvolunteeringisthat
most families can’t sur-
vive on one salary any-

Thismonth there are four
open shifts.

So far they have been
ableto get al of the shifts covered.
Mr. Pomeroy said he doesn’'t want
to think about what will happen if
thereisnooneoncall.

Mr. Pomeroy said althoughthere
are eight volunteers, only five of
them have schedules that allow
themtobeoncall. Mr. Pomeroy, a
full-time county employee who
takes many calls, is not counted in
thefivevolunteers.

To help out, he has asked the
Decatur County commissioners if
he can hire afull-time emergency
medical technician, which would
cost anywhere from $22,000 to
$25,000, not including benefits.

Mr. Pomeroy said before hewas
hired in January 2002, the service
lost alot of volunteers, andhehasn’t
gotten any of them to come back.
The roster has pretty much stayed
the same, he said, sincethen hehas
added just onetechnician.

He said the county tried to offer
its employees a one-time $500 bo-
nusif they volunteered for the ser-
vice, but therewere no takers.

In the last two years, he said, he

Pat Pomeroy

more. People with ajob
findittoughtodropevery-
thing and make an ambu-
lancerun.

All of thevolunteersareinit for
the right reason, he said. It isn’t
about themoney they canmake. He
said hewantsavol unteer ambulance
service, but if afull-time person
couldbehired, thenat | east thedays
would be covered.

Linda Manning, who has been a
volunteer emergency medical tech-
nicianforthelast 14andahaf years,
said she got involved because her
father had heart problems and she
wanted to be ableto help himif he
needed it. Basically, she said she
likeshelping people. For almost 15
years, shehasbeenan activevolun-
teer.

Ms. Manning said when she
started, therewereat least 30volun-
teers. They had alot of pridein
working on the ambulance and did
community things like hamburger
and pancake feedsto earn money.

In the last 10 years, that has
dropped off alot. Shesaid part of the
reason is that people can't get off
work to carry apager radio. Shehas

(See SERVICE on Page 8A)

Accountant gives
county good grades
INn managing money

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County commissioners
met with the county’ sauditor, who
told them that the county ismanag-
ing its money well and some ac-
countswhicharedecreasinginother
countiesare growing here.

SteveZodrow, fromtheaccount-
ing firm Mapes and Miller, said at

Food drive
gartsdow

Theannual food drivehasstarted
at Stanley HardwareonMain Street.

Thethermometer showswhat has
been brought in so far and the goal.
After thenew year, thefoodwill be
taken to the Decatur County Food
Pantry.

the meeting Tuesday, Nov. 18 that
outsideof thehospital bonds, which
are paid from revenues, the county
doesn’t have any debt.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
thecounty triesto operate onacash
basis,andMr. Zodrow saidthatisa
good goal .

Hewent throughtheaudit pageby
page and said everything looks
good. Normally, he said, hetriesto
get theauditsback alittleearlier in
the year, but hadn’t been able to
make it here because of schedule
conflicts.

The report included a special
“A133" audit which had to bedone
because the county had received
morethan $300,000infederal grant
money.

Before getting commissionersto
approve the audit, Mr. Zodrow
pointed out afew problems.

Mr. Zodrow said that the county
staff isnot largeenough toinstitute
proper money-handling procedures,
andthereisnot enough segregation
of duties. Thecounty getswrittenup
for this every year because of its
size, hesad.

He said any checks or warrants
outstanding for two years or more
may be canceled and themoney re-
storedtothefundthey werecharged
to.

When working on the budget, he
said, County Clerk Marilyn Horn
putstwo lineitemsfromthe budget
into the general fund. Mr. Zodrow
saidthoseitemscan’t beinthegen-
era fund and needtobemoved back
tolineitems. They include Parks
and Recreation and Special Drug
and Alcohol. Mrs. Horn said she
would take care of it.

Mr. Zodrow saidhefoundthat the
Rural Fire District and the emer-
gency medical techniciansareusing

thecounty’ stax identificationnum-
(See COUNTY onPage8A)

THE McGRAW UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
gotanew roof (above) andwhitesidingin August. Included
in the renovationswas an indoor toilet. When the church

Country church
hasareason
tocdebrate

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Itusedtobethat farm
families went to coun-
try churches. Church
buildings were used as
the meeting placefor a
rural community andto
hold school.
Nowadays, most
churches are in town,
and peoplewho live in
the country drivein on
Sunday morning.
There are some exceptions,
however. One is the McGraw
United Methodist Church, south
of Dresden in Sheridan County,
which is celebrating its 100th
anniversary at 2 p.m. on Sunday.
The church, 2 1/2 miles south of
thecounty line, hasalonghistory.
GayleBainter, alifetimemem-
ber of the church, along with
Russel Bainter and George
Launchbaugh, said the church
hasjust 11 membersthese days.
Mr.Bainter said heisn't sureif
itisexactly of the100th anniver-
sary datefor thechurch. Research

G. Bainter

heprovidesshowsthat theorgani-
zationismuch ol der, but
thepresent buildingfalls
alittleshort of 100years.
Mr. Bainter’'s family
hasbeen connected with
the church since the be-

- ginning. Hisgrandfather,
- James B. Bainter, do-
nated an acre of hisfarm
ground to build the
church on and his son,

Warren Bainter, said he
had nine years of perfect atten-
danceinthe past.

James B. Bainter was part of a
church that was meeting in an old
buildinginMcGraw. Thatiswhere
the group decided to build and or-
ganize.

Theresearch statesthatin 1887,
116 yearsago, Sunday school and
church services were organized
and held in alog house owned by
Wm. Steve, southacrosstheNorth
Fork of the Solomon River from
wheretheRoy Bainterresidenceis
now.

A year later, abuilding waspur-

Craft showdraws
crowd to Gateway

Snowman ornaments, candles,
quilts, wooden decorations,
sweatshirts and anything else that
could be made by hand could be
found Saturday at the 18th annual
Oberlin Holiday Arts and Crafts
Show.

The arena in The Gateway
swarmed with people. Some were
just thereto look around while oth-
erswerein abuying spirit.

Theshow, whichranfrom9am.
to 4 p.m., brought 1,100 people
through the door. Vendors came
from Kansas, Colorado and Ne-
braskatosell crafts. With80booths
featured, there was a little some-
thing for everyone.

While the crowd looked and
shopped, those who had made the
items just continued to work. Lyn
Cheney from Rexford spent the
morningworkingonher craftitems.

She said she was personalizing
wooden signs with names of fami-
lies, sports teams or pretty much
anything. A few of thesignswiththe
family’ slast nameonthemthenhad
mittens made of wood hanging un-
derneath names of moms, dadsand
kids.

She said she could personalize
anything. Ms. Cheney, who works

Homeowner sopenthealr

The trees are up and decorated
with lights and ornaments, the
houses have been cleaned and col-
lections dusted.

Four homeswill opentheir doors
Sunday afternoon for at least 100

at The Bank in Oberlin, said she
makes the crafts on the side. She
bringsthem every year to the show
here.

AnaiseupfromherwasTammy
Musgravefrom Edgar, Neb. Shehad
handmade goat soap on salein ev-
ery scent possiblefrom lavender to
oatmeal honey, whichshesaidisthe
top seller.

Mrs. Musgrave said the soap is
goodfor anyone' sskinandhaseven
cleared up eczemain the past. She
said shetakesthe soap to the farm-
ers’ market in Omaha.

Shetold some women who were
shopping that it makes a great gift
and ateacher sheworkswithliketo
buy the$3barsfor stocking stuffers.

Money raised from the soap is
goingtohelpsend her daughter Erin
on her class trip to Europe this
spring, shesaid.

Around1lam.,lunchwasserved
by TheGateway. Hamburgers, pol-
ish sausages and ribeye steak sand-
wicheswere on the menu.

At 4 p.m., the parking lot —
which had beenfull all day — emp-
tied. Peoplepacked upwhat wasl| eft
of their craftsto take home, along
withnew ideasfor what to makefor
next year’ sshow.

peopleto get achanceto seespecial
decorations at some of the area' s
nicest homes.

Theannual Decatur Professional
Women’s Christmas Home Tour
will feature the homes of Jonna

wasbuilt, it had asteeplewith abell (below). A tornado
destroyed thefront of the church, including the steeple.

chased and moved to the corner
south of the present church and a
M ethodist Episcopal Church was
formed.

In 1905, 98 years ago, the Rev.
L.C. Hicks helped the group pick
the site of the new church, which
was when James B. Bainter do-
nated hisland. The church build-
ingwasthenstartedwithMr. Hicks
as the architect. All of the town
joinedinto get the building up.

In 1906, the church was dedi-
cated, andinthespring of that year,
the church received itsfirst char-
ter. Later, J.K. McManis donated

thefirst pulpit Bible.

The windows of the church
show the three active organiza-
tionsat thetime. Thelarge win-
dow was given in memory of
NellieMetzler,whodiedin 1904.
She and her husband Wesley
were faithful workersin the
church, but she died before the
churchwasbuilt.

Mr. Metzler purchased the
large stained glass window for
the church. Hedied in 1920.

The members of the church
celebratedtheir 5S0thanniversary

(See CHURCH on Page8A)

.

sculpting clay.

AT THE HOLIDAY ARTSAND CRAFTS SHOW Sat-
urday, Kristin McHugh worked on a horse made of wire and

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

door sfor annual tour

Inman, LaDawnaRichards, Beverly
Garrett and Gerry Neff, all in
Oberlin.

The tour will start at the United
Church at 3:30 p.m., then splitinto
small groups that will take turns

going to al of the homes.
DianeFrickey, who helped orga-
nizethetour, said theticketsareon
saleat TheDresser for $12 and each
member of the organization has &
(SeeHOMES 0on Page 8A)



