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aller plant could savecity money

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin City Council receivedanal-
ternative price for arebuilt waste water
treatment plant at its meeting Thursday
night if the city wants to go to a 300,000-
gallon-a-day system instead of 450,000
galonsaday.

For a 450,000-gallon-a-day plant, the
pricetagis$3.3million, andfor thesmaller
plant it is $3.015 million, a 10 percent de-
crease. Member said that thesavingsmight

not be enoughtojustify thesmaller size.

The council had asked Thaniel Monaco,
thecity’ sengineer with Miller and Associ-
ates, to check into the price of the smaller
plant.

Hesaidtheaveragemonthly user ratefor
astate revolving fund loan would be about
$31 onthesmaller plant.

On the bigger plant, the average rate
wouldbe$26amonthforaU.S. Department
of Agricultureloanand $33.91 for thestate

revolving loan. That doesn't include any
grantsthecity might beableto get.

Mr. Monacosaid hetalkedwithrepresen-
tatives from the Kansas Department of
Healthand Environment andlet themknow
that thereisapublic meeting scheduled for
6:30 p.m. on Thursday night whichis
needed for the state money. Mr. Monaco
said helet them know that the city isinter-
estedinaCommunity Devel opment Block
Grant, which could cause adelay. He said

the representative understood.

Mr. Monaco said he thought the state
would look favorably onthecity for trying
for theblock grant.

Hesaid hetill thinksthecity needsto say
inwritingwhat they planondoingand send
it to the department. The project, said Mr.
Monaco, heedsto keep goingwhilethecity
looksinto agrant.

He said the agenciesdon’ t want to grant
money to people who aren’t going to do

anything.

Mr. Monaco said another thing that will
look good for the city isthat it already has
theland and will havethe design finished.

If the city wantsto look at the grant, he
said, asurvey will haveto be doneto seeif
Oberliniseligible.

City Administrator Gary Shike said he
knowsthat peopledon’t alwaysenjoy giv-
ing personal information, but sewer users

(See SEWER on Page 6A)

n u t
By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Christmas spirit sure seems
to be in the air, especially at
Fredrickson Insurance, where the
Oberlin Jaycees Angel Treeislo-
cated thisyear.

It' s the season for lights, Santa,
snow and presents, but for thosetak-
ing part in the Angel Tree, itisn't
about receiving gifts but giving
themto kidswho need afew things
to get them through theyear.

Thisyear thereare46 childrenin
the county who could use alittle
extraChristmas.

Abby Hissong, whoworksat the
agency andwiththetreefor the Jay-
cees, saidtheseextrasarethingslike
shirts, jeans, shoes, gloves, coats
and boots.

As of Thursday, Mrs. Hissong
said she had five angels | eft on the
tree, representing fivekidswhostill
need asponsor.

Thenames of thekidsbelonging
to 19 familiesin Oberlin were sent
to her by the Department of Social
and Rehabilitation Servicesor given
to her by someone in the commu-
nity.

Thereisaline on each angel tag
for sizesof everythingfromsocksto
shirts, shesaid.

The names are confidential, so
that the shopper will never know

whothey arebuyingfor, but thekids
rangeup toage 18.

Thisyear all the angelslivein
Oberlin.

Mrs. Hissong said she put sheets
on bulletin boards around town for
angel listings. In some casesin the
past, the parents didn’t even know
that their kidsweresigned up asan-
gels.

On the angel tag, she said, there
isalinefor special requests. Some-
timesthose are atoy thekid really
wants and other timesit isaheavy
winter jacket. It just depends. This
year, said Mrs. Hissong, therewere
alot of requestsfor coatsandgloves.

Each year, area clubs donate
money to the Angel Tree. She said
thisis used to even things out. The
money isal sousedin caseoneof the
angelsisn’t picked fromthetree.

Mrs. Hissong said if thereis

(See ANGEL Son Page8A)

Food drive
INCr eases

High school student
dreamsof becoming
professona cowloy |

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Sportshaveawaysbeen apart
of Chance Harman'slife and so
have horses, whichisonereason
why last year he decided to com-
binethetwo and start rodeoing.

Since then, he’ sbeen winning
belt buckles, a saddle and other
itemsat the statefinals.

Now, he'slooking forward to
joining the Professional Rodeo
Cowboys Assaciation when he
turns18.

Chancesaidhestartedridingby
himself when hewas 4 or 5. His
mother, Renee Harman, said
Chance has been on horses since
he was a baby. His father, Ron
Harman, taught him how to ride

to help people break their horses
and move cattle for other people
and the family on horseback. He
doesn’t have time to do those
things much anymore, though.

Chanceisasenior at Decatur
Community High School. He
playsfootball, wrestlesand hasto
study. Ontopof that, inthefall and
spring, heisgoneevery weekend
torideinrodeos.

A friend, Logan Glaze, started
riding in high school rodeos last
year.Hesaid L ogangothiminter-
ested in the sport.

Althoughlast year washisfirst
inrodeo competition, Chancedid
pretty well, goingtostatefinalsin
Topeka where he won a saddle

AT THE STATE SCHOOL RODEDO last year, Chance erageinsaddlebroncriding.
Harman won abelt bucklefor the highest year-around av-

— Photo by David Jennings

Winner
coming
up soon

Bigdrawingis
next Saturday

Soon, onelucky Oberlin shopper
will be$1,500richer.

That’sright. There are only 10
more days to collect little red tick-
etsfor TheOberlinHerald' sannual
Christmason Usgiveaway.

At 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 20,
Oberlin merchants will be giving
away the $1,500 grand prize anc
$500 to the second place winner.

OnFriday, Dec. 19, at thecloseof
business, al of the tickets will be
picked up from sponsors.

So far, the contest has given out
four “instant” prizesof $50to win-
nerswhofoundtheir ticket numbers
in the ads in the Christmas on Us
section of thenewspaper eachweek.
There are six of those | eft to give;
thosethat aren’ t given away will be
drawn on Saturday, Dec. 20.

Therearetwowaysto get thered
tickets. ThefirstistoshopinOberlin
at participating businesses. For ev-
ery $10 spent, the shopper will get
oneticket, upto 250 per transaction.

ThesecondistovisittheDecatur
County Area Chamber of Com-
merce officeor TheHerald and re-
ceiveonefreeticket each week.

Tickets and winners have to be
present at the drawing to claim
prizes, whichwill be paid in scrip
money.

All winners have to 18 years or
older to win. Employees of The
Oberlin Herald are not eligible tc
win. Employeesof sponsoringbusi-

(See DRAWING on Page8A)

Alliance
tohold
mar ket

It may be winter, but that hasn't
stopped the Oberlin Business Alli-
ance from organizing a farmer’ s
market for Saturday inthe building
owned by Marty Munson to the
north of Stanley Hardware.

There are already some vendors
setupwithcrafts, breads, cheeseanc

blarney stones. People can sign up
to sell anything, including garden
produce, canned goods, jellies, and
crafts. Thefarmersmarket will run
from 9 am. to noon.

Alliance President Laurie Was-
son, owner of PrairiePetal s, said she
had approached some of the school
organizationsto sell things or pro-
videlunch, but withthat being such
abusy weekend at the school, she
got anegative response.

The Decatur AreaTheater Asso-
ciationwill performat 1 p.m.inthe
same building. Dennis Richards
said each member inthe group will
perform something separately.

StoresonMainwill beopen, with
only 11 shopping days left until
Christmas.

At4dp.m., thealiancewill doits
annual drawing. The boxes put out
at businesses around town will be
pickedupat 5 p.m. Friday.

Thealliancewill giveaway $500,

ON A MUDDY DAY at arodeo in Emporia, Chance

Harman decided to competein bull riding.
— Photo by Kent Kerschner

$250, $100and $50in SantaBucks.
The winner does not need to be
present to win, but does need to be
over 18yearsold.

On Saturday, the Sunflower Cin-

Stanley Hardware' sannual food
drive is about a quarter of the way
tothegoal of 2,000 items.

With403itemsinthewindow, the
drivestill needsalmost 1,600 more.

and he has hel ped work the farm
on horseback ever since.
He broke his horse, Sorrely,
which he hashad for four years.
Mrs. Harman said Chanceused

and belt buckle for the highest
year-around average in saddle
broncriding. Healso camehome
with abelt bucklefor taking sec-
ond in the three-day average for

the state competition.

Chance said hewon aknifefor
winningoneround of saddlebronc
riding.

Chance started with saddle

bronc competition and bull riding.
Hesaid afriend of thefamily who
shoeshorseshad asaddlehecould
use.

(See COWBOQY onPage8A)

emawill openat 2 p.m. for an extre
showing of “Brother Bear.” During
the matinee, the high school banc
will use the lobby for a gift-wrap-
ping fund-raiser.

On Sunday, Santawill bein the
courthousefrom1to 2 p.m.




