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* Stormsawelcomesgnt tostudents, workers

(Continued from Page 1A)

cided to call school off for the day. Snow
may mean aday off for the students,
the county road and bridge crew, it means

it’ stimeto get to work.

Supervisor Tim Stallman said the crew
got out Tuesday evening and cleared the
streets to the hospital and the airport run-
ways. Thenlast Wednesday, they went out

toget all of theroads cleaned up.

It seemed the further south they got, the
deeper the snow was, he said. Up in the
northwest was the lightest. The rest of the

but for
county seemed fairly even.

Thereweresomedrifts, but most of them
wereonly afoot tofoot and ahalf.

For the storm this week, which started
Monday morning, hesaidthatif they didn’t
getany moresnow thanhadfalenby 4p.m.,
thecrew most likely wouldn’t haveto clean

any of theroads.
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movieand after.

AT SUNFLOWER CINEMA on Sunday, Anthony Marshall and his mother Debbie
wrapped Christmas presents at a fund raiser for the Decatur Community High School
band. The group will be at the theater again Sunday beforethe 2 p.m. movie, during the
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Monday morning, the whole area was
under ablizzard warning. A little after 10
am., snow started blowing, thoughthetem-
peraturewasabout 40 degrees. It wasawet,
slushy snow which around lunch time
started to cover thelawnsandroadsintown.

Although some area schools decided to
closeearly, theOberlin District hasaboard
policy, saidMr. Glodt, that oncethestudents

areinschool, they stay in schoal.

In inclement weather, the parents are
welcometosigntheir kidsout and pick them
up, saidMr. Glodt, but classesarenot called

early.

Mr. Glodt saidthedecisionhastobemade
on days like that if the buses will run. At
enrollment time, all studentswholiveona
busroutehaveto provideaback up address
of aplaceto stay intown justin case.

On Monday afternoon, the busesran, so
those addressesdidn’t haveto be used.

Thedistrict diddecidetocancel aconcert
at Oberlin Elementary School set for Mon-

day night. It wasrescheduled for 6:30 p.m.

Thursday at the school.

The junior high basketball team was to
have started play in the Northwest Kansas
L eague tournament, which also was post-
poned.

* Money may beshort
toend school digtrict year

(Continued from Page 1A)
sions, but did discusshow they will
get through the end of theyear and
how much the district will be short
next year.

Thefiguresdon’tincludepossible
increasesfor heating, el ectricity and
someother operating costs. Hesaid
there could be additional savings
fromfood service, reducingtheuse
of subgtitutes, limitingfieldtripsand
reducingovertimethat haven’t been
included in the numbers.

The teachers, said Mr. Glodt,
have done more than anyone could
haveimaginedtohelpwiththebud-
get, agreeing to changes from cut-
ting suppliesto acutback in health
insurance.

By February, he said, thedistrict
will haveto have aplan on what to
doif itwon’'t haveenoughmoney to
gettotheend of theyear. Mr. Glodt
said he can’t see how they can cut
anything else, except classified
staff.

No decisions were made at the
meeting on what the plan will be.

Mr. Glodt walkedtheboard, prin-
cipals and eight teachersin the au-
dience through how state funding
for the budget works.

Hesaid for each “ student” inthe
weighted count, thedistrict receives
$3,863 from the state. Each full-
timestudent countsasoneand each
kindergartner countsasahalf. Then
the enrollment is adjusted for stu-
dentswere are counted as“ at risk”
— basically, those receiving free
andreduced-priceslunches—those
taking vocational agriculture stu-
dents, thoseriding a busto schoal,
and other factors..

The district has been using a

three-year average for enrollment,
hesaid. Thisyear, thatfiguresout to
836.5 students, which means the
state pays $3,231,400.

Lastyear, that number was892.4,
meaning the state paid $3,447,341.

The projected number for next
year is 793, which would beadrop
of 43.5 and means the state would
pay only $3,063,359. That would
mean a decrease in the budget of
$168,041.

Mr. Glodt said some of the cuts
that were madethisyear arethings
that will needtobereinstated. Those
include:

» Thecurriculumcouncil , $9,000.

» Fivedaysof school, $15,000.

* Anincreaseininsurance costs,
$50,000.

 Improve insurance benefits,
$50,000.

Builddemandtransfersreserve,
$50,000.

« Increase in supplies and equip-
ment, $6,000.

« Decreaseinlocal option budget
funds, $30,433.

Theitems reinstated and the de-
creaseinthelocal optionbudget add
up to $378,474 which isneeded in
thegeneral fundto cover the costs.

Thereasonthereisacutinthelo-
cal optionbudget, hesaid, although
voters approved an increase this
year, isbecause there will be ade-
crease in the budget. The local op-
tion budget islimited to 18.11 per-
cent of thetotal of thegeneral fund,
soif enrollment dropsandtheover-
all budget goesdown, thelocal share
goesdown aswell.

Theboard could ask for thelocal
option budget to beincreased to 25
percent, said Mr. Glodt, and that

* Plansfor new sewer plant sent tostateagency

(Continued from Page 1A)
of water treatment plant thecity de-
cidestoputin. Heestimated around
70,000t0 100,000 gallonsaday.

Dr. Anderson asked if there are
more things that have to be treated
in the water if there will be more
water going to the sewer plant each
day.

Another engineer, Chris Reed,
saidit dependsonwhat kind of plant
the city chooses, whether itision
exchangeor reverse 0smosis.

If the city goes with a smaller
plant, it may already beat capacity,
said Dr. Anderson.

Thecity runsabout 225,000 gal-
lonsaday throughthecurrent sewer
plant. The smaller plant which the
council islooking at is a 300,000
gallon a day, and with the water
treatment added in, that could be
maximum use.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
heasked City Attorney SteveHirsch
to check into what would happen if
the city decided not to do anything
with the plant.

Mr. Hirsch said the fines can
range from $25 to $10,000 a day
under statelaw. Hesaidtheprocess
isadministrative, with no penalties
to the members of the council.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said he had run some figures about
a40-year financing planthroughthe
U.S. Department of Agricultureon
a450,000-gallon-a-day plant. The

city also could borrow from astate
revolving loan fund for 20 years.
Theengineersestimatethelifespan
of theplant at 20 yearsor more.

Mr. Pomeroy said thebig selling
point for him onthe40-year loanis
that ona20-year note, thecity would
haveto pay $195,820ayearinprin-
cipa and interest while on the 40-
year note the city would pay
$124,000 ayear.

That is adifference of nearly
$72,000, he noted.

Mr. Pomeroy said there are
peoplein Oberlinwho simply can’t
afford the extra $9 a month which
the more expensive plan would re-
quire.Hesaidhereally believesthat
the40-year planwill bebetter forthe
people of Oberlin.

Mayor Ken Shobe said another
thingto consider isthat thecity will
morethanlikely havetobuildawa-
ter treatment plant and that will be
another cost for the users. Mr.
Pomeroy saidthecity could pay off
the sewer plan earlier than 40 years
with no penalty.

Mayor Shobesaid hedidn’ tthink
that it waswise, prudent or healthy
for thecity to do nothing.

Personally, hesaid, hewasfor the
smaller plantwitha20year loan, but
now hesaid he seestheimportance
of the 450,000-gallon-a-day plant.

Judy Scott, aGateway employee,
asked what the cost difference be-
tween the larger and smaller plant
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would be and what the taxpayers
would seeontheir bill.

Mayor Shobe said the average
residential bill nowis$13.50. With
thefederal loan, hesaid, theaverage
bill will be $26 on both plant sizes.
That isdoublethe average now.

With the state loan, the 450,000
galonplantwill produceanaverage
bill of $35 and the 300,000-gallon
plant will average of $31.

Therewill beusersaboveandbe-
low the average, themayor pointed
out.

Kent Ploussard, a Gateway em-
ployee, askedif everyone' shill will
go up the same percentage. Mayor
Shobe said that iswhat will happen
intheideal situation.

Thebaserateis$9.15amonthto-
day, hesaid, whichis40percentless
than the average now.

Mr. Ploussard asked if the city
went with the smaller plant, what
happens if demand is over the
300,000gallonsaday. Mr. Monaco
saidtheplantwouldbelessefficient.

At the current rate, asked Mr.
Ploussard, if the city goes with a
300,000 gallon plant, will that be

limiting the city on the water treat-
ment?

Mr. Miller said thereisn't a
simpleanswer for that. Mr. Monaco
said he thought it would aproblem
toruntheplant at peak all thetime.

Foreman Dan Castlesaid thecity
probably runsa 225,000 gallon av-
erage on the sewer plant now, and
thatisonly 75,000gallonaway from
the peak.

Thatisafineline, saidMr. Miller.
It may needto bea350,000-gallon-
a-day plant.

The 450,000-gallon-a-day plant
isalmost double what the city uses
now, saidMr. Ploussard. Hesaid he
hatesto seethecity spendmoney on
something that isn’t needed.

Roxie Pomeroy, who wasin the
audience, saidal ot of peopleareliv-
ingon Social Security and can't af-
ford the extra$9 for the difference
inthe20- and40-year plans. Thecity
needsto do something the commu-
nity can afford, she said, because
wagesin thistown are not going to
go up to pay that extra$9.

Mayor Shobe said that extra $9
could cover theincreasefor thewa-
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ter treatment plant.

Thecouncil alsotalked about be-
coming eligible for a state/federal
Community Block Development
Grant, which requires an income
survey andafindingthatthecity has
many |ow-to-moderate-income
residents.

The council didn’t decide on the
sizeof theplant or themoney source,
but did approvetheplansbeing sent
tothe statefor approval.

wouldbringinaround$180,000, but
if the statetakesapercentage of the
increase it would only bring in
around $150,000.

Mr. Glodt said theway he seesit,
theminimum that needsto becut i<
$378,474. The average certified
employeecoststhedistrict $42,000
ayear. That is equivalent to nine
teachers.

Mr. Glodtsaidif thedistrict could
increasethelocal optionbudget, the
number of certified employeestobe
cut would be the equivalent of five
teachers.

Therearranging of programsand
servicesin the district could lower
the number of certified staff mem:-
berswho could bewithout ajob, said
Mr. Glodt.

“All cutswill have adetrimental
effect on our district and our stu-
dents,” said Mr. Glodt.

Thepeopletheboardwill haveto
make decisions about are good
teachers and they are doing a gooc
job, he said. Thisis different than
gettingrid of abadteacher whoisn't
doingtheirjob. Thatiseasy, because
thedecisionisthebestthingforkids,
he said, but thisisn’t going to be
goodfor kids.

Board member DewayneJackson
said he was curious about what the
boardisreally looking at, sincethe
$378,000 number didn’ t havesome
fixed costsin it. Mr. Glodt said he
thought the $378,000 is the mini-
mum. There is no way to tell how
much some costs might go up, like
heating.

Theboard didn’t make any deci-
sionsat the meeting Monday after-
noon. Mr. Glodt said hewould give
thefinancial presentationtothestaff
Friday morning at the high school.

The board agreed to have a spe-
cial meeting at 2 p.m. Thursday,
whichwill beheldinclosed session.
The meeting will include a closec
sessionfor non-elected personnel tc
discussthesuperintendent’ seval u-
ation. There will also be a closec
sessionfor non-elected personnel tc
discussthe certified staff who pos-
sibly will receive areduction in
forceletter.

The board said it will not make
any decisions about cuts until the
next regular meeting at 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 12.
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