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Goodbye, 2003

|t was
abusy
year

Schoolsmade
many headlines

The year has flown by and it
barely seemspossiblethat 2004is
upon us.

Looking back on 2003, there
havebeen many eventstoremem-
ber, from the reopening of the
Oberlin Speedway and Sun-
flower Cinemato businessesre-
ceivingawards, themerger of the
Herndon School Districtintothe
Atwood schools, and the Oberlin
School Board cutting back pay-
roll and spending to finish the
school year.

In each month, there were one
tothreeeventsthat jumped off the
front page asthingsto remember
about 2003 or thingsto cel ebrate.

InJanuary:

The hot story was the consoli-
dation of schoolsin Herndon,
which is around 20 miles away
fromOberlinin RawlinsCounty.

At thebeginning of themonth,
the Herndon School Board was
looking at consolidationwiththe
school districts in Rawlins
County, Oberlin or Golden
Plains.

Late in the month, the board
held a public meeting and took a
straw poll in the audience. After
that, the Herndon board voted to
consolidate with the Rawlins
County School District in
Atwood.

The Decatur County Sheriff’s
Department dropped downtoone
officer, Sheriff KenBadsky, with
Undersheriff Randy McHughon
active duty with the National
Guardand Deputy Mark Dahlsten
recovering from knee surgery.

By statelaw, that meant if any-
thing happened to the sheriff, the
county clerk wouldbethenextin
line.

InFebruary:

The school board in Herndon
voted not to consolidate and then
decided to consolidate with the
Rawlins County School District.
TheHerndon boardthenmet with
the Rawlins County board to set
up atransition board. Theboards
agreed to keep Herndon High
School remain open for at least
one more year and the grade
school for another four.

Oberlin shoppers got a shock
onemorningwhenDuckwall’ son
Main Street closed without warn-
ing. Officials locked the doors
and hung brown paper inthewin-
dows.

A teamof managersshowed up
from Abilenetostart packingand

(above) after the Duckwalls store on Main Street closed un-
expectedly. In April, thefirst race at the new Oberlin Speed-

moving out the merchandise. Offi-
cials said that a study on the store
showedthat itwasn’t thebest useof
thecompany’ sassets. They saidthe
storewasn’t big enough.

InMarch:

The Oberlin School Board con-
tinuedtotalk cost savings. Thestaff
came up with several ideas, from
cutting supply purchasesto having
organizationspay for busesfor trips.

At the same time, farmers were
busy signingupfor thenew subsidy
program under thelatest farm bill.

InApril:

After years of working on the 3/
8-miletrack, the Oberlin Speedway
opened. It was a sunny, warm day
and over 60 carsshowed uptocom-
pete.

Officials from the state Depart-
ment of Social and Rehabilitation
Services announced that they will
close the office in downtown
Oberlin. Theofficialsexplainedthe
people will still be able to get ser-
vices. Therewill beatoll freenum-
ber tocall and get helpand thereis
an officein Hays.

The officials said the office was
scheduled to close around Sept. 1.
Theofficeisstill openfrom 8 am.
tonoonand 1to 5 p.m. on Thurs-
days. Otherwise people can call
785-475-2171 for an appointment.
Thedoorswill closein February.

In May:

The Oberlin School Board voted

the 3/8 of amiletrack.

— Herald staff photos by Dave Bergling and Kimberly Brandt

way (below) washeld with over 60 carsin competition on

Pl

to increase the school district’s lo-
cal option budget by 5 percent. The
local tax share of thedistrict’ sgen-

eral-fund budget was at 13.11 per-
cent and the state allows school
boardstoincreaseupto 25 percent.

Withtheincrease, theboardwent
t0 18.11 percent.
(See 2003 on Page 10A)

First baby of 2004
will tekehomeprizes

One coupleexpecting an addi-
tion to the family will win acar-
load of prizesfrom businessesfor
having Decatur County’s first
baby of theNew Y ear.

With 2004 practically here,
businessesinOberlinareoffering
prizesfor the mother who deliv-
ersfirstinthenew year.

Last year, a Rawlins County
couplewon the prizeswhenthey
delivered a daughter at Decatur
County Hospital.

This year, businesses giving
away prizesare Addleman Drug
Store with a $25 gift certificate,
Fredrickson Insurance Agency
withagift, PizzaHutwithapizza

for two, Stanley Hardwarewitha
$10 gift certificate, Ward Drug
Store with a $10 gift certificate,
Raye’s Grocery with a case of
baby food, Ray Jewelry with a
gift, theDresser withagift certifi-
cate, Custom Trophy with ababy
album, First National Bank with
a$25savingsbond, BenFranklin
Store with a $10 gift certificate
andTheOberlinHeraldwithaone
year subscription to the paper.
Both KFNF 101.1 and American
Family Insurancewishthefamily
the best of luck.

All giftshavetobepickedupin
thefirst 60 days. Adsfor the2004
baby promotion are on Page 6B.

Courttoget new computers

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County court employees
will begetting new computersafter
the first of the year which will be
abletorunnew state-supported pro-
gram.

Clerk of theCourt Janet M eitl said
back in June 2001, when they went
toalegidativeupdatein Topeka, she
heard the court office was going to
need to buy new computers.

Currently, shesaid, thecourtruns
with a support system through the
state for the computers. Basically,
the state can come in through the
Internet tothecomputer systemand
straighten thingsout, but therearae
fivesystemsstatewide. Sothestate
decidedtochangeall of thecounties
to the same system and then every-
onewould run off of the same pro-
gram. That wasaabout 2 1/2 years
ago.

The state proaram. Mrs. Meitl

said, works through the Office of
Judicial Administration. She said
they started with atrial runintwo
bigger counties and one rural
county.

Sofar, al the countiesexcept for
those in western Kansas have the
new systeminstalled.

The program is being paid for
with a Byrne Grant the state re-
celved, but that doesn’tincludethe
new computers.

Mrs. Meitl saidthecomputersthe
court hasaren’t capable of running
thenew software, sothey hadto or-
der four new computersandaserver.
That will mean Magistrate Judge
John Bremer, Mrs. Meitl, Deputy
Clerk Rhonda Wildeman and the
public will all have a computer to
use.

Thetotal bill for thecomputersis
$15,183, said Mrs. Meitl. She or-
deredthem out of InfinitecinHavs.

Atrecent county commissioners
meeting, Mrs. Meitl |et the group
know that shewas going to haveto
order the computers.

Since the office found out about
thechange2 1/2yearsago, shesaid,
they have been saving money and
putting it in a special equipment
fund.

Part of the money for the new
machineswill comeout of that, she
said, andtherestwill comeout of the
budget for thisyear.

The office get money from both
the state and the county. The state,
she said, pays all the salaries and
thenthecounty paysfor everything
else.

Mrs. Meitl said the new system
will savethemtime, onceeveryone
knowshow to useit .

Currently, when sheentersanew
case into the computer, she hasto

(eaCOLIRT on Pane 10A )
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Group
looksat
4-lane

U.S. 36 people
talk to county

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Representatives from the U.S.
Highway 36 Association talked
with the Decatur County commis-
sioners Tuesday morning about
plans to make the road a four-lane
expressway.

Steve Haynes, publisher of The
OberlinHerald, andBob Strevey, e
Norcatur area farmer and retired
military man, met with the county
officialstotell themtheassociation
anditslong-term goal .

Mr. Haynes said the association
represents13countiesalongU.S. 36
in Kansas. Theideaisto have two
board members from each county,
hesaid. They try to promotetraffic
onthehighway and keep the condi-
tion of theroad up.

The long-term project, said Mr.
Haynes, isto widen the highway to
fourlanesstartingat theeast end. He
said the association doesn’'t have
anyillusionthat theprojectwill hap-
penovernight, but thinksitisworth
working on.

A lot of theK ansasDepartment of
Transportation’s money goes tc
working on existing roads and re-
building them, hesaid, not building
new ones, but the association is
starting to look into the whole pro-
cess.

When the board met in
Phillipsburg in late October, the
group decided to get astudy for the
four lane highway and get the pro-
cess started.

Mr. Haynessaid thevision of the
associationinthenext 20 yearsistc
justify afour-lanehighway asfar as
Belleville.

Thestate, hesaid, moved much of
thetrafficandhighway-rel ated busi-
nesses to the Colby and Goodland
areaswhenit built Interstate 70. He
saidhewouldliketo seesomeof that
come back thisway onU.S. 36.

The association isn't asking the
county for anything at thistime, he
said. The project is going to cost
about $50,000 among 13 counties.
Mr.Haynessaidtheassociationwill

(See GROUP on Page 10A)

Fooddrive
hitsgoal

The annual food drive at
Stanley Hardwarehasexceeded
thegoal of 2,000 items.

Thereisstill timetoget more
food into the store’s window
beforethedriveendson Jan. 1.
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AT SUNFLOWER CINEMA in August, Kayla Bose cleaned the bathrooms, |obby and theater to help get thethe-
cleanedtheinsideof thecandy window whileother volunteers  ater ready for reopening. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

*2003 brought reasonstocdebrate

(Continued from Page 1A)

If thedistrict’ svaluationstaysthe
same, theincrease of 5 percent was
projected at alittle over 6 millson
the property tax levy. Each mill
bringsin around $27,000.

Hansen-Mueller Grain, out of
Omaha, bought the old Oberlin
Milling elevator at the south end of
Main Street and the elevator in Ce-
dar Bluffs. Thecompany plannedto
renovatethetwo and get them open
for harvest.

InJune:

Phil Lahman started apetition to
bring the local option budget to a
vote.

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
washonoredwitharegional service
awardfromtheKansasDepartment
of Commerce and Housing during
aBusinessAppreciationMonthlun-
cheoninOberlin. Theclinicopened
in 1987 on U.S. 83, owned by Dr.
Mark Olson. In 1991, Dr. Travis
Hissong joined the operation, and
sincethen, theclinic haspurchased
aveterinary clinicin Norton.

InJuly:

The Oberlin City Council heard
that even with the major water
project finished, the city might still
need to invest in atreatment plant

because of new, stricter federal
regulations.

Thecouncil started discussion of
thenew sewer plantfor thecity. The
costwill be$2millionto$3million.

Oberlin School District voters
said yesto the local option budget
tax increase. There were 606 yes
votes and 392 voted no. Teachers
agreedtotake asalary freeze.

In August:

TheOberlin City Council decided
on amechanical plant for the new
sewer system. Water restrictions
stayedinfull forcewiththecity op-
erating off threewells.

Thecity power plant operated al -
most daily providing energy inthe
summer heat.

In September:

Teachers in the Oberlin School
District agreed to take insurance
cutsandgowithahigher deductible
to save the district money. The
deductibles will go to $2,500 for a
singlepersonand $5,000 for afam-
ily.

That will mean the district pays
$26,000lessthanlast year for health
insurance.

At the same meeting the board
terminated two positions to help
save money. They also suspended

thecurriculumcouncil andtextbook
changesfor ayear.

In October:

The school board agreed to start
somecapital outlay projects,includ-
ing replacing furnacesinthedevel-
opmental kindergarten room, get-
ting bids on tuck pointing for both
buildings, checking into infrared
test for el ectrical systemsand mak-
ing sure each classroom has two
functioning windows.

In November:

Retired principal, teacher and
coach Gordon “Buzz” Matson was
inducted into the National Wres-
tling Hall of Fame and Museum
with the Lifetime Serviceto Wres-
tling Award. Mr. Matson coached
for 11 yearsat Decatur Community
High School, winning statechampi-
onshipsin 1971, 1975, 1976 and
1977.

In December:

The Decatur County Ambulance
Serviceonly haseight volunteersin
Oberlin, with only five who take
shiftsto help cover the seven-day-
a-week schedule. Ambulance Di-
rector Patrick Pomeroy asked the
Decatur County commissionersfor
afull-timeperson. Thecommission-
ersdecidedtowait until thenew year

Subscribersget freepaper

Subscribersto The Obelrin Her-
ald are getting alittle holiday
present thisweek — an extrapaper.

Subscribers pay for ayear of
newspapers, 52 weeks, but because

of how theweeksfall thisyear, there
were actually 53 Wednesdays,
which meansan extrapaper.
Therearetwowaysyou canlook
at the extra Wednesday, said Pub-

lisher Cynthia Haynes. It either
means each subscriber got a free
paper, or every paper you got
throughout theyear wasjust alittle
bit cheaper.

* Court officeneedsnew machines

(Continued from Page 1A)
enter it three times to enter the re-
ceipt of money, enter it into thein-
dex and then statistically. With the
new program, it canall bedoneat the
sametime.

Mrs. Meitl said they thought em-
ployeeswould havetotravel to To-

pekafor training but since Decatur,
Rawlins, Cheyenne, Sherman,
Sheridan, Wallace, Thomas,
Norton, Smith, Phillips, Osbourne
and Graham counties all need the
training, someonewiththe state of -
ficewill comeout here.
Onceitisinstalled and everyone

has been trained, the state wants
everyonetogoto Topekafor follow
up.

Thestatehasn't ssidhowlongthis
systemwill beused, shesaid, but she
hopes since it took almost three
yearsto get it installed across the
state, they will keepitfor sometime.

Ambulancerunswritten off at megting

The Decatur County commis-
sionersagreedtowriteoff 23ambu-
lancerunswhichhavenot beenpaid
by Medicare after having a 15-
minute closed session for non-
elected personnel tolook at fileson
the patients.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy brought in information
about the runsfor the commission-
erstoreview.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
askedif Mr. Pomeroy had takenthe
agreement between the ambulance
department and hospital to hospital
Administrator Lynn Doeden. The
agreement covers payments by the
hospital for service to hospital pa-
tients.

Mr. Pomeroy saidit needed some
corrections, which County Attorney
SteveHirschdid. Mr. Pomeroy said
hewould get the agreement to Mrs.
Doeden that day.

The commissioners approved a
resolution to allow outstanding
checks from previous years to be
canceled. The county auditor had
suggested the procedure.

In other business, commission-
ers.

« Signed a business associate
agreement fromthelaw firm Shook,
Hardy and Bacon with Kansas
Counties Association Multi Lined
Pool covering confidentiality under
federal law.

» Signed seven ordersfor work to
be paid to the road and bridge de-
partment for work donein Bassett-
ville, Finley, Logan, Oberlin, Olive,
Sherman and Summit townships.

* Signed aresolution for atrans-
fer of $250tothegenera fundfrom
other county funds for payment of
themailing machine.

* Signed the holiday resolution
giving the county employees New
Year's Day, President’s Day, Me-
morial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Veteran’ sDay, Thanks-
giving and Christmasin 2004 and
New Year’'s Day in 2005 off of
work.

* Re-appointed Gene Gallentine

and Joan McKennato the hospital
board for another three-year term.

* Agreed that Mrs. Glenn would
sit on the Region | Emergency
Medical Service board with Mr.
Pomeroy.

» Signed change orders for the
2003 tax roll for clerical errors, re-
ducing or abating eight, deleting
three, adding one and changing
three addresses.

» Decided to spend up to $150 on
decorations, giftsand entertainment
for the annual employee apprecia-
tion, Sunday, Jan. 18.

* Agreed not to meet on Tuesday,
Dec. 30, since there are five Tues-
daysinthemonth.

Mental health hourshlgher

Workers with the High Plains
Mental Health Center of Nortontold
Decatur County commissionersthat
thetotal billable hoursfor the year
through September were higher
than past years.

There was no definite reason
given why the hours were higher.
County Attorney SteveHirschsaid
itwouldbeniceif theagency hadan
officein Oberlin since the demand
issohigh.

Dan Sturgill with High Plains
brought Ken McVay of Norcatur
and MelvaPulec of Phillipsburg to
introduce them to the commission-

Mr. Sturgill said Mr. McVay has
been with the agency for two years
as a therapist. He comes to the
county health department office
hereto seepatients. Ms. Pulecisan
adult casemanager andworksinthis
area.

Theagency alsohasaclinica psy-
chologist who comes to Oberlin
whenneeded, hesaid. Therearea so
two child case managerswho work
inthearea

The county pays the agency
around $24,000 per year for theser-
vice.

to makeadecision.

At the end of the month, an elec-
trical fire ruined Mildred Lippel-
mann’ shome south of the hospital.
The community joined to raise
money for her. Thefire chief esti-
mated the damage onthehomeand
her belongings at $100,000.

*Group

wants

four-laneroad
alongU.S. 36

(Continued from Page 1A)
probably look at privatemoney first,
then grantsand then maybe ask for
some help from those 13 counties.
The study would be done by the
DockingIngtituteat Fort HaysState
University.

How many milesarethereacross
Decatur County? asked Commis-
sioner Patricia Glenn. Mr. Haynes
saidthecounty is30mileswideand
thehighway ispretty muchastraight
line. He added that the highway
throughthe county isin pretty good
shape.

Mr. Strevey said that countiesin
this area don’t have the same kind
of pull with representation in To-
pekalikeit used to be. Mr. Haynes
saidtheassociationwill havetotake
thefactstothe state, andthenitisa
big money game.

Manhurt|

A 59-year-old Texas man was
flown by helicopter out of the
Oberlin Airport after an accident at
9:30 am. last Monday.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said
Domingo Falcon told officers he
was driving a1989 Chevy Corsica
from Texas to South Dakotafor a
doctor’ s appointment.

Mr. Falcon was northbound on
U.S. 83, two miles south of town,
anddriftedintothesouthboundlane.
His car struck a horse trailer and

Thehighway, saidMr. Strevey, is
vital to economic development in
thewholearea, andthisisoneof the
least developed areas in the state.
Mr. Haynessaid they want to try to
have the project in the next state
highway plan.

Mrs. Glenn asked how they
would put a four lane through
Oberlin. Mr. Haynes said the study
would provide an answer to that
question, butit would haveto come
from people in Oberlin. It might
comerightthroughthepresentloca-
tion with alittle widening, he said,
or shift north of town.

The men asked the commission-
ersto talk with other commission-
ersalong the highway and seewhat
they think. Mr. Haynessaidinorder
to get the project done, the counties
need to join together.

nacadent

spun90degrees, comingtorest fac-
ing south.

The trailer was being pulled by
Mike Porsch of Seldenwitha1992
Ford pickup. Sheriff Badsky said
there was damageto thetrailer anc
the car wastotal ed.

Mr. Falcon was taken by ambu-
lancetothehospital andflownout e
few hourslater.

He received two tickets, one for
noinsurance and the other for driv-
ing left of center.
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Sturt New rolllng

Spoiler, V-6, Auto

; Sunroof, Heated Leather, Rear ~ STIGKER 529,073

999
ﬁﬂ NEW & USED VEHICLES ARE REDUCED: ¢ . !
- FOR THIS YEAR END EVENT!! -

Yo- Interest Available on Many Models,-

To 5,000,

ebates Up

¢ 03 TOYOTA AVALON XL| ‘03 JEEP LIBERTY LTD | ‘03 WYUTA CELICA 6T ¢
’né“’_n, — Wew!

STICKER $25,505

°20,999

4x4, 3.71 V-6, Alloy wheels,
CD Player, All power

YEAR END CLEARANCE

4 Cyl., Automatic, CD Player

YEAR END CLEARANCE

/13,989

< -

4x4, 3.71 V-6, Alloy wheels,
CD Player, All power

" YEAR END CLEARANCE

REG. PRICE $1,900

°9,995

‘02 GHEVY MALIBU LS

Luxury Model, V-6, Auto,

REG. PRICE $1,900
Alloy Wheels

YEAR END CLEARANCE 38 7 95

Low Miles, Rear Spoiler,

YEAR ;A[I);HGLEAMNBE $8 995

* 3/4Ton, Quad Cab, High Output
Cummins, 6-Spd.,
Like New Condition

¢ ‘01 DODGE DIESEL 4X4

‘99 CHEVY 1/2 TON

Extended Cab, 4x4, Low Miles,
Alloy Wheels, 5.3L Vortec,

YEAR END CLEARANCE 5 ’5,7 00

‘94 FORD 1/2 TON 4X.

Supercab, Only 63k miles, XLT
Package, 302 V-8

YEAR END CLEARANCE 35,995 ’

Supercharged V-6, Low Miles,
Leather, All Options

" YEAR END CLEARANCE

YEAR END GléAmINGE 25 7 aa

*4,795

‘95 TOYOTA GOROLLA

5-Spd., Economical, Excellent

vean exo ceeanane * 4,899

‘87 CADILLAC E1DorApo §

2-Door, 4.1L V-8, Low Miles,
Runs Great

YEAR END CLEARANCE

1,995

3,885 94 Pontiac Sunbird...........co..

s '&m ‘90 Chrysler New Yorker...
’w ‘00 Nissan Sentra
‘2,495 ‘01 Jeep Grand Cherokee.
8,800 92 rord F-150 2x4
57,800 96 Buick Park Avenue
1 'm ‘79 Chrysler Cordoba
8,885 02 Honda Accord EX

1,295
41,995
..57,495

.. ’BA95

..4,885
‘399

1-800-345-0031

www.budkemotors.com

.5 lmﬂ ‘97 Chrysler Cirrus,

"W‘W Ford Aerostar AWD......ccoousssee.

See our Service Department for all your automotive and motorcycle service needs.
We employ ASE certified technicians and service all makes and models of cars,
trucks,motorcycles & ATV’s at competitive rates.

cnarvsier BUDKE Motors, Inc.
R —

401 East B « McCook, NE 69001

‘00 Chevrolet Impala LS
‘89 Dodge 1/2 Ton 4x4
‘79 Chevrolet Camaro Z-28

‘94 Plymouth Sundance
‘96 Pontiac Bonneville SSE
‘78 Toyota Motorhome..........c.ccenene

@ TOYOTA
Servmg Customers Jeep

Since

1963




