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Eventsof Yesteryear

ByJody Betts )

100 YEARSAGO — Dec. 1903

Little Grace Bantahas been suf-
fering fromanabscessinoneof her
ears.

W.T. Stevensonishaving anew
frame barn built on hisfarm north
of town.

D.P.Gilbertand W. S. Fleming,
manager of the Decatur County
Cooperative
Association, have purchased the
GoodrichBros.’ creamery stationat
Oberlin.

R. C. Elrod and wifeleft Friday
for Norton where they expect to
make their home. Mr. Elrod has
bought an interest in a store at
Nortonand TheHeraldwisheshim
an abundance of success.

About 45 people enjoyed avery
pleasant Christmas Day at Center
schoolhouse. A short program be-
fore the basket dinner and games
afterward were enjoyed by young
and old.

The neighborsin the vicinity of
Victory schoolhouse assembled at
that place on Christmas Day and
had an old timejollification.

Grandpaand GrandmacClaar and
others of the Claar clan met at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Willis
Cullisonon ChristmasDay and en-
joyed an old-fashioned Christmas
tree.

75YEARSAGO — Dec. 1928

Christmasin Oberlin was rather
quiet asthe prevailing epidemic of
flu interfered materially with the
Sunday School programs and no
doubt many Christmasdinners.

Melba Anderson, who has been
attending school at Albuquerque,
N. M., isat homefor the holidays.

A baby girl wasbornto Mr. and
Mrs. Wm. Jenningsof near Dresden
onDec. 21.

Custer: Maurice Muirhead and
Clarice Thiesenweremarried Dec.
22 by Judge Kulp of Oberlin. The
Muirheads were charivaried on
Sunday evening at the home of his
parents.

A very pretty wedding took place
at thecountry homeof Mr.andMrs.
BruceMooreonDec. 19whentheir
daughter, Eunice, becamethebride
of Mr. Harry J. Petracek. The Rev.
Chas. H. Simpson of the Dresden
Methodist Church read the cer-
emony with only the family and
closerelativespresent. Thebrideis

agraduate of the Class of 1928 at
Decatur Community High School
and the bridegroom is a prominent
young farmer of Custer Township.

MarvinOdell, expert aviator, was
in and over Oberlin Sunday in one
of his monoplanes. Frances Eiler
accompanied him to St. Francis
where shewill visit for afew days.

Dr. H. J. Morrison moved his
dental officeto hisfine new office
roomslocated over theGriffith Fur-
nitureCo. store. Includedisarecep-
tion room, aretiring room for his
patients, two operating rooms, a
laboratory and a private office, all
planned to give the utmost in con-
venience.

50YEARSAGO — Dec. 1953

Despite what seemed like the
commencement of one of those
dreaded droughtsherelatethissum-
mer and early fall, the year 1953
brought moistureslightly inexcess
of the 68-year average for the
county which is 20.84 inches. Due
tounusually heavy moisturein No-
vember the winter wheat cropisin
better condition than many years.

Rexford: Funeral services were
held for Charlene Latimer, 20,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herley
Latimer, who died asaresult of an
automobileaccidentinIndiana. She
was a 1951 graduate of Rexford
High School and attended Stephens
Collegein Columbia, Mo.,andwas
serving in the Air Force based at
Rantoul, Ill. A military escort ac-
companied the body to Rexford.

Funeral serviceswereheldat Or-
leans, Neb., and later at the Meth-
odist ChurchinOberlinfor aformer
resident, Rea Simpson, 53. Heis
survived by hiswife, Lena, andfive
children, Melvin, Dale, Lowell,
Nitaand Ivan.

Decatur County now has 38 pro-
ducingoil wellssincethefirst strike
was made in 1951 on the outskirts
of Jennings.

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Chandler,
Ronnie, 14, and Connie, 8, of
Mankato have moved to Oberlin
wherehewill openatelevisionsales
and service shop in Shields Hard-
wareand |mplement store.

Kanona: Mr. and Mrs. Allen
Brownwill hold anopen house Jan.
3inhonor of their golden anniver-
sary.

Norcatur: The Norcatur “A”

town team slipped by Jennings 36
to 34 to bring their record to 4-0.
Playing for Norcatur were Carl
Rohnke, Gary Miller, Charles
Coallins, Norm Gallentine and Pete
Dawson.

TheNorcatur Cardinalssquad of
28 coached by Pete Dawson has
won three straight games and has
high hopes to repeat as CNWKA
league champions The Cardinals
won the league championship in
football finishingwitha5-1record.

New Arrivals: Mr. and Mrs.
Lowell Simpson, girl, Shaunna
Sue, Dec. 28; Mr. and Mrs. Atley
Muirhead, girl, Dec. 28; Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Castor, girl, Ronda
Jean, Dec. 28.

25YEARSAGO — Dec. 1978

The top ten news stories of the
year 1978 asreported by The Ober-
linHerald:

1. Planecrash claimsfour lives.

2. Medical Arts project getsun-
der way.

3. Medical picturebrightens.

4, Weather callsthe shots.

5. Pacemaker || awardto Oberlin.

6. 100th anniversary of last In-
dianraid observed

7. Low-rent housing nears
completion

8. Fund drive secures “ Jaws of
Life.”

9.New RoadsArtsCenter opens.

10.District Judge Worden
named.

Phil Frickey, sonof Mr.and Mrs.
Carl Frickey, hasreceived aclerk-
ship with Chief Justice Thurgood
Marshall of the U. S. Supreme
Court to begin Aug. 1, 1979.
Frickey is a 1971 graduate of
Decatur Community High School,
of theUniversity of Kansasin 1975
where he was a Summerfield
Scholar, and aMay 1978 graduate
of the University of Michigan
School of Law.

Hospital News: Mr. and Mrs.
Gary Alstrom, boy, Casey Hale, 12-
20-78; Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Schroer, girl, Danielle Renee, 12-
25-78; Mr. and Mrs. Joe Stanley,
Plainville, adaughter, Sarah Renee,
12-18-78.

Chamber News

By GlenvaNichols

| hopeeveryonehad avery happy
holiday season.

Christmas is over and the New
Y earisuponus. Wherehasthisyear
gone?| must begetting old, astime
hasaway of flyingandtherearestill
many things to do. They say that
whenweareyoungtimestandsstill.
| believeit.

The time has come to make our
plansfor theannual Chamber meet-
ing and banquet to be held at 6:30
p.m. on Jan. 15 at The Gateway.
The steak supper will be $15, with
al the trimmings. Awards will be
presentedtodeserving peopleinthe
community. Wewill beelecting six
new board members. If youwould
like to be a member, or know of
someonewhowould, pleasesubmit
namesto the Chamber officesowe
can put them on the ballot.

The speaker, Randy Thiesfrom
the Topekaarea, will betalking on
“Gravestones to Die For.” This
promisesto beentertaining andin-

formative. He hasdone alot of re-
search onthe subject.

Oberlin Business Alliance will
meet onJan. 7 attheLandMark Inn
at noon. If youwouldliketo attend
call and make a reservation for
lunch with Gary Anderson at 475-
2340.

Chamber will meet Jan. 8 at
Decatur Co-op board room for a
brown bag lunch at noon. It will be
an open meeting and all are wel-
cometo attend.

Congratul ationstothewinnersof
the lighting contest: Jennifer
Auxier, first place; Ron Jansonius,
second place; and DennisRichards,
third place.

Thankstothe City of Oberlinfor
giving $75, $50 and $25 off of the
winners' light bills. It takesalot of
hard work to string thelights, then
onehopestheweather staysniceto
takethem down.

The coffee pot is always on, so
stop by and have acup.

LyleNews

ByHelenHelm

Folks from Lyle attending the
Christmas celebration in Norcatur
on Saturday, Dec. 20, wereMarga-
ret Magers, Kathy VanMeter, June
Jolly, Veda Woods and John and
HelenHelm. All camehomewitha
couple of nice gifts and a sack of
candy from SantaClaus. TheLyle
ladieshad abusy day, helping with
the Share program in the morning,
attending an appreciation open
house given by Dwight and Mary
Wentz, and the soup supper pro-
vided by thePre-School parentsand
teachers.

Mrs. Gena Price, Weston and
Cody, Dighton, and Mrs. Van
Meter were Tuesday luncheon
guestsof Margaret Magers.

Deb Helm wasat the John Helm
home Sunday and again with the
children on Tuesday, making sure
everything was ready for Christ-
mas. LaurieHelm, St. Joseph, Mo.,
arrived home Wednesday evening
intimetotakeher parents, Johnand
Helen Helm, to Indianola, Neb.,
wherethey attended the Christmas
Eve Massat St. Cathering’ sCatho-
licChurch. Thechoirhadaprogram
of music before Mass and special
numbers during Mass which was
outstanding. Lauriereturned to St.
Joseph Saturday.

OnWednesday evening, Marga-
ret Magers went to Norton for a
soup supper with Janeand Richard
Engel hardt and daughter, Pam, and
her children Tyler and Brittany,
Aurora, Colo.

Christmas dinner guests at the
Magershome were Jane and Rich-
ardEngelhardt, Norton; Charlieand
Judy Easton, Quinter; LittleCharlie
Easton and children, Rylee and

Makala, Hoxie; and Pam
Engelhardt and children, Tyler and
Brittany.

Mrs. Veda Wood and Dennis
wereguestson ChristmasDay atthe
home of Carol and John Moyein
Oberlin. Other guests were Tielia
Slater and children, Wade, Emily,
Mariah, and Garrett Bader, and
Grant Slater, Indianola, Neb;
TeresaRevesand Dwight Wood.

Callers this past week at the
WoodhomewereSandraand Larry
McNames, Grinnell, and John and
Carol Moye, Oberlin.

LaVerneand Coleen Rippespent
Christmas at the Allan and Pat
Powell homein McCook.

Carroll and Kathy Jolly and
Becky, Papillion, Neb., arrived at
the June Jolly’s on Wednesday
evening and all were guests at the
home of Linda and Dennis
McFarland in McCook for Christ-
mas. Others there were Dean and
RhondaJolly, Kim, Sarah, Jennifer,
and Darin Jolly, Louisand Laveda
McFarland, and aspecial friend of
Laveda's. TheCarroll Jolly family
went home Friday.

Mrs. June Jolly and Mrs. Marga-
ret Magers played cards in the pi-
nochletournament in Norton Sun-
day evening. Mrs. Jolly visited
Marguerite Fullerton at the Good

Herndon News

By Carrol Ginther

Congratulations to Karl Wen-
delin, who observed his90th birth-
day on Tuesday.

JulieGeisinger, Selden,and Ann
Martinmet Lucy Evansat McCook
for lunch last week.

Congratulations to Tyson and
Andrea Powell on the arrival of a
daughter, Rylee GaylePowell, who
wasborn Oct. 19, 2003. Her grand-
parents are Dale and Judy Powell,
Council Grove, and Tom and Kay
Franke, Herndon.

Guestsof MonicaSolkolast Sat-

urday for lunchandto spendtheday
were Ron and Diana Solko, Ober-
lin. Tom Solko visited during the
week.

Herndon Senior Citizens held a
potluck at the Senior Center onDec.
17. Shari Horinek, county health
nurse, took blood pressures. Max-
ine Reuber won blackout in bingo
and Beth Hrahawonthedoor prize.
TheresaRippeand Ann Solkowere
guests. Mrs. Rippeplayedthepiano
whilethegroup sang Christmascar-
ols.

Samaritan Center in Oberlin on
Tuesday.

Christmas Day dinner guests at
the John Helm home were Jim and
Y anisHelm, Danbury; JaimeHelm,
McCook; Derek and Maria
Downer, Hastings, Neb.; Robert
and Kathy Brashears, Curtis, Neb.;
Zachary Brashears, Ord, Neb.; Seth
Brashears, Lincoln, Neb.; Ceanne,
Martin and John Rinehart, Colby;
Mike and Deb Helm, Aaron,

Rebecca, Jacob, Matthew, and
Timothy, Norcatur; and Laurie
Helm, St. Joseph, Mo. Helena
Helm and Brian Perks, Chadron,
Neb., arrivedlater after visitinghis
great-grandmother at Hillcrest in
McCook. A Christmas grab-bag
was held, games were played, and
theMikeHelmchildrenprovideda
Christmas program. Some stayed
later towatchthemovie, “ SeaBis-
cuit.”

M cGraw News

By Karl Launchbaugh

Dustin and Jay Lewis, both on
leave, flew into Kansas City Satur-
day morning, where Kyle Lewis
picked them up. Katie Keeler and
Jeremy Samsonaccompaniedthem
on their trip home from Kansas
City.

Jeffery and Jay went to Wallace
on Christmas Day to be with
Gayle' s family. Jeremy Samson
and Bethany Evans joined them
therelater that day.

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lewis, Kyle,
Dustin, and Jay, Katie Keeler, and
Jeremy went to Seldento celebrate
GayleLewis birthday on Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lewis, Kyle,
Dustin, and Jay enjoyed an after-
noon and evening with friends on
Sunday.

Leroy Reitcheck Jr. was visited
by all of hissiblingsduringtheholi-

days.

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. Dee
L ewisduring Christmasweek were
Kyle Lewis and Katie Keeler,
Lawrence; Dustin Lewis, Charles-
ton, S.C.; Jay Lewis, Great Lakes,
I11.; Jeremy and Jeffery Samson,
Atwood; Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lewis,
and Mr. and Mrs. Larry Kness,
Northglenn, Colo.

Sunday dinner and afternoon
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Steve
Launchbaugh, G.G. and Karl in-
cluded Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Sines,
McCook; Mr.andMrs.MikeMetro
and Nick, Salina; Mr. and Mrs.
George Launchbaugh, and Edith
Wasserman. Other afternoon and
supper guests were Mr. and Mrs.
Chad Cramer, Lindsborg; Susan
Ruda, Pratt,and MariaRuda, Hays.
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JenningsNews

By SonyaGillespie

The Tuesday Study Club met on
Dec. 16, at the United Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall for a des-
sert and salad luncheon. Those
members attending were Naomi
Carter, Neoma Tacha, Mildred
Tacha, Helen Rhodes, Wilma
Mader, Vendla Tacha, Joan
McKenna, Helen Muirhead and
TwilaStieben.

Christmascardsweresigned anc
senttoformer members. Following
theluncheon, JulieCarter’ sspeech
class entertained with Christmas
songs, poems, and readings. Mem-
bers of the class are: Elise Kinser,
Courtney Gillespie, Nakita Graf,
JoshVahlingand JakeKramer. The
presentationswerevery enjoyable.

Cedar LivingNews

Sympathy isextendedtothefam-
ily of BerthaMatchett whodied on
Dec. 23.

Carol Witt and Myrna Jones as-
sisted with a Christmas carol sing-
along on Monday afternoon.

A candldight servicewasheldon
Monday evening, with Dennis
Brown assisting  Teresa
Shaughnessy. Hot chocolate was
served.

FernMooregavethereading pro-
gram on Tuesday morning. Freida
Matheny won both the first bingo
and the blackout gamein the after-
noon.

Residents enjoyed a morning
program of Christmas stories and
music on Wednesday.

Several community members
donated small gifts, which were
handed out to each resident at sup-
per on Christmas Eve. Special
thanks for these gifts go out to the
membersof Faith L utheran Church,
Myrna Jones, and the Terry Ream
family. Santa visited during the
night and left each resident apack-
ageto openon Christmasmorning.
These gifts were donated by staff
members of Decatur Health Sys-
tems.

Tressie Samson spent Christmas
at home with her family, near
Ludell. Darlene Stanley spent
Christmas with her family at the
home of Dan and Carrie Morford.
Mary Uehlinspent Christmasat the
home of Ron and Patti Uehlin.

JanMatheny and SabrinaCooper
ate Christmas dinner with Freide
Matheny. Marie Jean Vavroch had
dinner with Charley Vavroch. Fern
and Duane Jording dined with
AlvinJording. LyleGamblinwasa
guest of FredaGamblinfor Christ-
mas dinner. Paula Nauer and Julie
Kidder had Christmas dinner with
L ouise Nauer, then Louise went to
her homeon Friday for afamily cel-
ebration.

Recentvisitors: Paul Nauer, Merl
and Ruth Chance, Jennings; Ann
Martin, Don Grafel, Herndon;
Marie Miller, Dresden; Paule
Nauer, Lenexa; Richard and
Bernadine Samson, Ludell; Jamie
Samson, Lindsborg; Clay Burrell,
Benkelman, Neb.; Don Ashley,
Carl Mumm, Selden; Amande
Chambers, Shane Johnson, Dodge
City; Roy and JulieKidder, Mead,
Colo.; Mickey Vacuraand family,
Denver; Marie Vacura, Pueblo,
Colo.; Bob Matheny, Marion;
Monte, Julie, Cade and Carson
Burrell, Wauneta, Neb.;

Fern Wenger, Mary Lemman,
Dolores and Jacob Koerperich,
Carol Allen, Erin Wolters, Danyel
Wolters, Gary, Sarah, Kaine, and
Karli Fredrickson, Andy Cham-
bers, Eula Juenemann and family,
Bernie and Othelia VVacura, Bob
and LilaKeenan, Dennis Thomas
andfamily, Elvinand OrlinBeneda,
Earl Brown, ElaineBryan, Oberlin.

Good Samaritan News

On Monday, Dec. 22, volunteer
Kristin Bremer assisted Ruth
Laidigand Hazel Flaskawith holi-
day cookiebaking. The second an-
nual Christmas recital washeld in
the afternoon, including resident
Garrah Gaumer, who shared apiano
piece.

Guests who provided other mu-
sic were Anita, Jennifer, and Joey
Hirsch; Violet Krizek; the Steve
Smith family; Britta Noren; Lois
Carlson; Myrna Jones; Cheryl
Miller; EllenHorn, and Jan Badsky.
Therecital wascoordinated by Ben-
jamin Smith. Cookies, baked by
Ruth Laidigand Hazel Flaska, were
served.

The Card Sharks gathered at the
ElvaShaughnessy residence. Oys-
ter soup and sandwiches, provided
by the Forget-Me-Nots, were
served to Hildegard Euhus, Fern
Anderson, Fern Mapes, Elva
Shaughnessy andMarilyn St. Clair.

Country Reflections hosted a
birthday gathering on Tuesday hon-
oring Garrah Gaumer, Florence
Fisher, LoisBuchholz, and Mamie
Unger. Family members brought
assorted breakfast itemsand juice.

A Christmascelebrationwasheld
by theAngel Laneneighborhoodon
Tuesday. After Christmascaroling,
snacks and refreshments were
served. A drawing was held for a
child-size oak rocking chair, cre-
ated by Gene Holsman for the
STARS committee. The winning
ticket was presented by Sharon

Black. Money raisedwill beusedto
planspecia eventsfor residentsand
staff.

Enjoying the afternoon feature,
“The Grinch Stole Christmas”,
were LuVerne May, Elfie Brown,
Eryline Nichols, Helen Styles,
Bonnie Weskamp and Lorng
Bishop.

OnWednesday, Bible study was
attended by Garrah Gaumer, Fern
Anderson, Ruth Laidig, Ella
Peterson, DenaGillespie, Marilyn
St. Clair, and Hildegard Euhus.
Dennis Brown shared the Christ-
mas story with residents. Social
Hour was served by Ellen Horn.

OnChristmasDay, residentscel-
ebrated with friendsand family.

On Friday, morning devotions
were led by Joyce Ploussard. Our
new administrator, Janice Shobe,
wasinattendance. Ball playingwas
enjoyed by Elfie Brown, Deng
Gillespie, Fred Helmkamp, Erme
Holt, David McGee, Leo Mooty,
Mamie Unger and Bonnie
Weskamp. Current Events were
read by Lisa Stacy and attended by
Fern Anderson, Garrah Gaumer,
Ruth Laidig, Hattie Olsonand Ell
Peterson. Theladiesespecially en-
joy hearing news from 25, 50 and
100 years ago. Social Hour was
served by Bethany Smithand K atie
Glading.

Dennis Brown led devotions on
Saturday.

Sunday’ s church services were
led by the Church of Christ.

Selden News

By JacqueBoultinghouse

Birthdaysand anniversaries: Jan
1- Mikeand Tammy Porsch, Amy
Aumiller; Jan. 2-BoydandMargee
Wilson; Jan. 3 - Elizabeth
Schreiner; Jan. 4 - Bill Bainter,
Mike Kruse, Jenna Bruggeman;
Jan. 7 - John Kruse.

Therewasno Senior Citizenson

ChristmasDay. They will bemeet-
ing, however,on New Y ear’ sDay.

School Calendar: Friday - High
School basketball in Rexford with
Weskan; Tuesday - High School
basketball at Winona; Jan. 7 - Colby
Community College outreach en-
rollment at Rexford.
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