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Makingtaxincreaseshard

would protect pocketbooks

A coupleof proposalsready to hit the Kan-
sas L egislature makealot of sense.

One, by Rep. BrendaL andwehr of Wichita,
would require a public vote on any proposal
to increasetaxesor government fees.

Tagged as the “Kansas Taxpayers Bill of
Rights,” italsowould attempt tolimit growth
In government spending.

Meanwhile, Rep. PatriciaLightner of Over-
land Park has submitted a proposal requiring
atwo-thirdsmajority intheL egislatureto ap-
proveatax increaserather thanthe50 percent
plusone now needed.

Bothwomenareconservative Republicans,
and their measures are proposed as constitu-
tional amendmentswhichrequireatwo-thirds
majority intheLegislature, then avote of the
people, to becomelaw.

Presented that way, it’s not too likely that
either will be passed thisyear. Many in gov-
ernment are loath to give up the power to tax
and spend.

But limiting state and local spending does
make sense. Rep. Landwehr says she' swor-
ried that government spending continues to
outpaceinflation, wagesand salaries. Inother
words, stategovernmentisgrowingfaster than
our paychecks.

Over the past 10 years, the state budget has
grown 42 percent, from $7.2 billion in 1995
to $10.2 hillionthisyear. That isahugejump
during a time that included a recession,
drought and high unemployment.

“Kansanshavearightfor governmenttolive

withinitsmeans,” Rep. Landwehr says.

Imaginethat.

Over thelast threeyears, though, asthere-
cession has sgqueezed state revenues, spend-
ing has continued to grow, eating up all the
state’ s reserves. Schools, welfare and other
state programs cry for more money, though
thereisn’tany, andpressurehasbeengreat for
atax increase.

While taxpayers are looking for jobs and
businessesarecutting back, apparently, there
are many who see no need for state and local
government todo likewise.

Thefact is, right now, neither the state nor
itstaxpayerscanafford morespending. Asthe
rest of uscut back, so should the state.

That makes both of these proposal appeal-
ing. For the“Bill of Rights,” we have no de-
tailsyet, but requiring avote on tax increase
should put acap on government. People usu-
ally arewilling to tax themselves when they
see areal need, but they don’t often get the
choice.

Andrequiringa*“super majority” fortaxin-
creasesin the Legislature should ensure that
only the most necessary ever get through.

Therewill benotaxincreasethisyear—it's
an election year, after all — but next year the
pressurewill mount asschools, specia inter-
estsand the courts put pressureonthe Legis-
lature.

That’ swhen these measure might ook real
good.

—SeveHaynes

Audiobooksgreat for Commute

| lovetoread.

| have dozens of paperbacks
ready and waiting to be read that | Ll
will probably not get to thisyear or
next.

In my younger days, | likes sci-
ence fiction. | had afriend with a } i
collection of Edgar RiceBurroughs 4
Mars and Venus books. Now old
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books, but hewas also into science

fiction. He wrote dozens of books
about the peoplewho liveon Mars
and Venusand their adventures.

| wasprobably 9or 10when| was
borrowing these books. The boy |
was getting them from was only a
year or soolder thanme. Our fathers
had been childhood buddiesand our
parents went to dinner and dances
together. The boy, Rick, and |
weren't exactly pals, but we had a
commonbond, aloveof readingand
atastefor sciencefiction.

Rick wasalargeboy and eventu-
ally played lineman on his high
school football team, but in grade
school and junior hightherewasno
football inthosedays, sohegotalot
of teasing.

Someoneteased himabout liking
girlsandhavingagirlfriend because
| wasover at hishouse so much.

Herepliedthat hedidn’tlikegirls
andthat thepersonover at hishouse
wasjust Cynthia. | likedthat answer
because he was just Rick, the guy
with all the great books.

After flings with romances and
westerns, | went back to sciencefic-
tion and read mostly that well into
college. About thetimel graduated
and got married, | discovered fan-
tasy. | collectedalot of “ The Sword

and the Sorceress’” books and be-
cameafanof MercedesL ackey and
other fantasy writers.

Then somewhere along the way,
| started reading mysteries, specifi-
cally historical mysteriesor myster-
iessetininteresting places, such as
the Southwest.

Now | read tales of medieval En-
gland by Margaret Frazer, Kate
Sedley and Ellis Peters, Peter
Tremayne's books of ancient Ire-
land, Laren Haney’s and Lynda
Robinson’ sbooksof ancient Egypt
and, of course, Tony Hillerman’'s
Navajo novels.

Butlately it hastaken meforever
togetthroughabook. | started read-
ing“ TheGoldenOne’ by Elizabeth
Petersin August andjust finished it
last week. By the time | was done
with the book | had forgotten what
thefirst part wasall about.

My problem — commuting.

| love working in Norton. It'sa
niceplacefull of great people, asare
all the other towns |’ ve worked in,
including Oberlin, Colby, Good-
land and St. Francis. Still, the 35-
minute drive to work and another
one home again eatsinto my spare
time. By thetimel get homeand fix
supper and Stevegetsinfromhis90-

minute drive from Goodland, it's
usualy after 10 p.m. Wetry totake
awalk and then sort of collapse.

Sincel don't get much chanceto
read, I’ ve been doing two things.
First, I'm spending thetime | have
reading newspapers. Thisismy way
of keeping up with what’ s happen-
ing around here and in the world,
sincel don’'t watch television.

The second thing isamarvelous
inventioncalledbooksontape. | lis-
tento abook whiledriving. Theli-
braries have been expanding their
audiobooksover thelast few years,
and I’'m working my way through
them.

If you passmy houseabout 9p.m.
some night and see me sitting mo-
tionlessin my car in the driveway,
there’ snothingwrong. I’ mjust try-
ingtofind out who-done-it because
my driveended beforethestory did.
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Find acause, commit your love

“Feliznuevoafio!” Orisit“Feliz
afio nuevo?’

WEe're not sure how to say it, but
either way it means “ happy new
year” inSpanish. Sincewe regoing
to be spending New Year'sEvein
Juarez, Mexico, we thought we
should be ableto offer greetingsin
thelanguage of thearea.

Atthiswriting, Jmand| areinEl
Paso, Texas. In the morning, we
meet thevolunteerswe'll betaking
across the border to help build a
house (inthreedays) for aMexican
family. So far, we know there are
about 30 people, sothey will besplit
into two teams. We also know they
are Mennonites from Fairview,
Okla. Other thanthat, wejust know
they arealot likeus— they want to
help someoneelseto abetter life.

Someone recently asked me,
“Why don’'t we help peoplein this
country first?’

That’ sagood question, onel had
to consider seriously. Perhapsit’'s
becauseyou need to get out of your
comfort zonetobecomemoreaware
of people sneeds. And believeme,
there is nothing comfortable about
lifeinJuarez. We' reonly therethree
tofour days, but duringthat timeyou
will have slept on the floor, gotten
dirty, and been hot or cold (depend-
ing on the time of year). But then,
you're so tired you don'’t care if
you'rehot or cold or dirty.

Perhapsit’ sbecauseyouandl, as
taxpayers, help support thewelfare
system in this country. To my
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knowledge, Mexico does not have
suchaluxury. Thepoorin America
live agrand life compared to the
poor in Juarez.

But mostly, we go because we
havecometolovetheyoung people
at Casaspor Cristo, who have com-
mittedtheir livestodoingthiswork.
AndwehavecometolovetheMexi-
can people. Despite the crushing
poverty so many of themlivein, on
the whole, they are content with
their lives, their children are happy
and alwayssmiling, and thefamily
unitisall-important.

Y es, there are many deserving
causes in this country, and | hope
you havepicked oneto support with
your time, talent or money. We
have. But, if you ever get achance
to crossanother country’ sborder, |
urgeyouto doit. You'll never be
sorry.

—ob—

Taylorisonly 4, but shethinksfar
beyond her years. Karahad to call
and sharethisgem.

Sheand Taylor wereridinginthe
car when Taylor pipesup.

“Mom,” she began, “When you
getold, likeGrandma, I'll driveyou
around and you can have the best
seat, OK?'

| wanttoremind K arathat theday
Taylor startsdrivingisonly 12years
away, and it will be herein a snap.
I’ll only be 68, but shewill be 43!

—ob—

A friend' sfather liesgravely ill.
She sits by his side. Waiting. Her
daughter was there, also, and re-
layed what a nurse said: “He was
there when you came into this
world. Now, you're here when he
leavesit.”

Toeverything thereisaseason.
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A new commandment |
give unto you, That ye love
one another; as | have loved
you, that ye also love one an-
other. By this shall all men
know that yearemy disciples,
if yehaveloveonetoanother.
John 13:34

Human rlghtslost Inlraq?

Inlrag, televisionistaking usin-
sidewar asnever before.

Theinvasionwasswift and easy,
if sometimes scary. Most of our
fears melted away in the swift ad-
vance on Baghdad.

Buttheoccupationmay well wear
usdown. And that issomething we
cannot afford.

A CNN crewwentwithan Ameri-
canunitonpatrol, raiding homesof
suspected resistance members.
They found few of thewanted men
as they barged in, breaking down
iron gatesand beating on doors.

The troops were met mostly by
grandmothers, womenandchildren.
All claimed to know nothing about
fighters.

But there are no Miranda Rights
in Iraq. The American troops
seemed almost proud of using fear
andintimidation, shaking downthe
Iragi women in their own living
rooms.

Troopers take the grandmother
outside for a chat, and the other
women begintotalk. Now they re-
member the men the soldiers are
seeking. Crying, they say they don’t
know wherethey are.

Thegrandmother isreleased, the
soldiers leave the home. Next, the
troops stop and pay for adoor they
brokeonaraidtheday before. They
buy back an Americanantitank mis-
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silefromtwolragi men. They share
cigarettesand makefriends.

It sastrangedichotomy.

Onthestreet, troopsset uparoad-
block and stop motorists, question-
ing them about suspectsand suspi-
ciousactivities. Some are coopera-
tive, somearenot.

“Ask him,” an American captain
says,“if hegetsfiveyearsinprison,
would he remember then?”’

Shadowy figures, identified as
“civilianagents,” areshownonly as
depixilated faces. They apparently
are CIA or defense intelligence
agentsworking with the Army, but
they let thetroops do thetalking.

Watching, my daughter and | are
disturbed.

“If we are fighting to keep this
kind of thingfromhappening here,”
she says, “then why arewedoingit
there?’

| haveno answer.

It wasn't about weapons of mass
destruction, thoughthegovernment

andthemilitary clearly believedthe
Iragishad and woul d use poisongas
and maybeother weaponswhen cor-
nered.

Ousting acruel and hideousdic-
tator has not been a bad thing. We
cantakerighteouscredit for that.

The mass graves and buildings
full of chemical suits attest to the
basisof our cause.

Installing anew and lasting gov-
ernment that will provide at least
some moderate level of human
rightsforall Iragismay beanelusive
goal.

The mantle of superpower does
not rest easily onanationthat tradi-
tionally disbandeditsarmy between
wars, but wearethat.

We need to remember that while
weareonthesideof right, we need
to do thingstheright way.

But in the living rooms of Iraqi
women, looking for supposed ter-
rorists, right andwrong may behard
tocomeby.

L et asoldier knowthat westill care
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

TheAdoptaPlatoon Soldier Sup-
port Effort isanonprofit organiza-
tion managed nationwideby volun-
teer moms and dads to ensure that
U.S. service members deployed
around theworldin all branches of
themilitary arenot forgottenandto

promote patriotism in our schools
and communities.
To keep our military personnel a

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous

letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and editedfor formand
style, clarity, length and legality.

bit safer, the effort has created
projectsthat meet military requests,
establishesspecial projectsfor holi-
daysandassignsindividua morale-
lifting mail support to soldiers de-
ployed around theworld.

We desperately need Americans
who will step forward to support &
U.S. service member deployed
overseas.

If you areready to count yourself
asonewho defendsthefreedomsof
our country, pleasevisit our website
at: www.adoptaplatoon.org, or
you may contact medirectly.

Platoon Mom Teri Corl
564 W. 2no
Hoisington, Kan. 67544



