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Ownerssay holiday busnessmixed

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The shopping season is officially over
and store owners downtown have mixed
reviewsabout how it went thisyear.

Overdl, merchantssay, somethingssold
well, but only certainitems. Other thanthat,
there wasn’t a lot of business and sales
slowed toward the middle to end of the
month.

Gary Anderson, owner of Oberlin Mer-
cantile, said that earlier in December, busi-
nessseemedal ot better. Thenthingstrailed
off. Hesaidit hel ped ontheweekendswhen

the LandMark Inn had ateaor buffet.

Mr. Anderson said thebiggest twoitems
that sold were “ice cube” people and
defusers, whicharewarmed up wafflebars
made of wax and let off fragrances. Both
were new thisyear, he said.

He said cookie jars and teapots didn’t
seemto go aswell asthey haveinthe past.

Business was down alittle bit from last
year, hesaid, butlastyear theLandMark Inn
cookbookshad comeout and quiteafew of
thosesoldinDecember, soitishardtocom-
parethe numbers.

At Goltls Home Planning Center, Dana
Marintzer said businesswasabout thesame
asitwaslast year. Shesaid the hottestitem
were probably tool sets which included a
widevariety of tools. A lot of the wooden,
painted and other craftitemsinthebasement
seemed to sell well, too, she said.

Other than that, said Mrs. Marintzer, the
crafts seemed to go pretty slow.

Thebusinessstayed openeveningswhen
the others downtown were open. Mrs.
Marintzer said she thought business was
slower becauseof theeconomy. Peopl ejust

aren’t buying.

At Addleman Drug Store, owner Rusty
Addleman agreed. Hesaid businesswasn't
any better than last year.

Peoplejust weren’t spendingmoney, said
Mr. Addleman. He said he thinks it isthe
wholeatmosphere. Thereisn’tany moisture
and he said he keepshearing worriesabout
there being no crops.

He also said people continue to go to
McCook toWal-Mart, and hedoesn’ tknow
howtofightthat. Mr. Addleman said hekept
thestoreopenat night and on some Sunday's,

but salesthendidn’t even pay for thelights.

He said he had expanded the line of col-
legememorabiliaand Nascar items. Hesaid
he hashad about asmuch luck withthem as
he haswith anything el se.

Mr. Addleman said heknowshisstorehas
something to offer.

They havehad aspecial every week, but
with the economic climate, things are not
moving.

Hesaidinthelasttwoor threeyears, with
therecessionand drought, peoplehavejust
stopped buying.

Official
tovigt
Oberlin

Public dinner
st for secretary

Former Gov. MikeHayden, who
now serves as the secretary of the
KansasDepartment of Wildlifeand
Parks, will bein Oberlin at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at The Gateway for ameet-
ing with the public.

A statementissued last week said
that Secretary Hayden plans to
speak on issues affecting the natu-
ral resources, includingwater rights,
hunting and fishing. A planfor the
statetobuy water rightsand keepthe
level of Norton’s Sebelius Reser-
voir up for fishing and hunting will
be on the agenda.

Theeveningwill beginwithadin-
ner sponsored by theOberlinRotary
Club. The cost of the meal is $10,
and reservationswould be appreci-
atedby Friday. Cal GlenvaNichals,
Decatur County Chamber of Com-
merce manger, at 475-3441 or
Connie Grafel, Gateway and eco-
nomic development marketing di-
rector, at 475-2400.

Secretary Hayden, raised near
Atwood, served asthespeaker of the
Kansas House of Representatives
from 1983 to 1987 and then asthe
41st governor from 1987 to 1991.

He later served as the assistant
secretary of the interior for fish,
wildlifeand parksand wasalobby-
istforwildlifeissuesinWashington.

InJanuary 2002, Gov. Bill Graves

(SeeTALK onPage12)

Hospital
givesfood
todrive

Decatur County Hospital em-

Snow
covers
thearea

County still
Inadrought

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Light, fluffy snow blanketed the
area Saturday, but most places hao
no more than 2 to 3 inches, hardly
enough to wet the ground. Total
moisture recorded was .15.

Despitethesnow, it’ll comeasnc
surpriseto peoplein Decatur Coun-
ty that northwest Kansasisstill ine
drought. What may beashock isthat
the areareceived an estimated 17
inches of precipitation last year.

JohnBarnley, meteorol ogistwith
the National Weather Servicein
Goodland, said the agency was
missing numbers for the month of
May inOberlin, but heestimated 17
inches for the year. That includes
about 11 inches of rain and six
inches of moisture from snow.

Normal precipitationfor theyear
for the areais 22 inches, said Mr.
Barnley.

This past year, the first snow
storm was in February, where the
areareceived 1inch. Already 2004
isahead of that, with the snow that
fell over theweekend.

Again in late February, the ares
received more snow. The county
received precipitation twice in
April, onceat thebeginning of June,
once in July, at the beginning of
August, in late November and the
middle of December.

Mr. Barnley said the areais till
inadrought, basi cally becauseof the
lack of precipitation. The ground
water right now hasbeenrecharged
to apoint, he said, but the surface
water, includinglakesand ponds, is
definitely below what isnormal.

Decatur County and Oberlin
aren’t theonly areasthat arein the
drought.

Mr. Barnley said most placesin
the Tri-State area are in the same
situation. Despiteapromising start

ployees delivered 456 items to
Stanley Hardware last Wednesday
for the store’ sannual food drive.

Administrator LynnDoedensaid
the boxes and bags which the wo-
men carriedintothehardwarestore
to be put in thewindow were amix
of nonperishable items, including
soap, shampoo, toilet paper, clean-
ing supplies and food, vegetables
and meat.

On Dec. 13, Mrs. Doeden said,
hospital employees started a pro-
gram to dress up for the 12 days of
Christmas. Thosewho decidedthey
didn’t want to participate were
askedto bringinafood item.

Dec. 13wasstar day, andemploy-
eeswere supposed to haveastar on
their desk or on them somewhere.
Mrs. Doeden said they only asked
them to bring in one item if they
didn’t want to participate.

Then, Mrs. Doeden said she
would match anything the staff
brought in. She said they brought
in216 items, so that’ swhat shehad
tobuy. Sheended up purchasing 236
items.

Mrs. Doeden said she did all her
shopping for the items in town, at
Raye sGrocery and Dollar General.

Dressing up for the 12 Days of
Christmas and the food drive was

Snow
provides
work, fun

USING A SLED as a
snowboard, Ryan May
(above) went downthehill
in a neighbor’s yard on
North Beaver several
times Sunday morning in
the fresh snow. Across
town, a county employee
(right) cleaned the snow
off Columbia Street near
the hospital. The areare-
ceived twoto threeinches
Saturday night and early

Sunday morning.
— Herald photos by Kim Brandt

last year, and nearly normal rain
through July, theareajust isn’t get-
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ting the normal amount of precipi-
tation.

It has been like this for at least
three years, he said, and the only
way toget out of thedroughtistoget
twogood yearsof normal precipita-
tionor oneyear of heavy rain. Even
then, hesaid, itwould probably take
threeyearstoreally get theareaback
tonormal.

Basically what ishappening, saic
Mr. Barnley, isthat thestormscom-
ing in over the Rocky Mountains
just don’t get out here. The storms
aren’t packing abundant moisture,
soit just doesn’t snow or rain here.

Although meteorol ogists know
why the drought is happening, he
added, thereisnoway tofix it.

Mr. Barnley said that the long-
term outlook for the area doesn’t
look good.

For the next 24 months, he said,
it shows that there will still be &
drought with a slight precipitation
deficit for the next 12 months. Ba-
sically, he said, it is going to re-

maindry.

Fireleavesthreepeoplehoméeess, houseinruins

just one way to have fun at Christ-
mas time, the administrator said.
She said people can get moody this
timeof year, andthisisaway tohave
some fun and help out the food
drive.

Mrs. Doedensaidshegot theidea
when shesaw aposter at theschool,
though the idea was if the person
didn’t dress up they owed $1. She
said shedidn’t know what the hos-

(See FOOD on Page 12)

A fire early Monday apparently
caused by afaulty furnaceleft three
peopleout inthebitter cold, watch-
ingascity andrural firefighterstried
to savetheir house.

Though firemen answered two
calls, the house at 105 S. Buffalo
washbadly damaged. All threeoccu-
pantsescaped unhurt, thankstotheir
dog.

Fire Chief Bill Cathcart said the
first call camein around 2 am. be-

cause the owners “smelled some-
thing hot.” The chief said he and
Assistant Chief Larry Ayerswentto
the house at U.S. 83 and Commer-
cial. They found that the furnace
was making the house smell hot.
Hesaid they checked everything
onthefurnaceandthesafety devices
wereworking. Chief Cathcart said
they also made sure the smoke de-
tectorsin the house were working.
About 4 am., they left and went

back to the station.

At5:15am., acal cameinthat
the house was full of smoke. Chief
Cathcart said the co-owner, Mary
Kimble, said that the dog was
“throwing afit” and woke her and
her daughter, Holly Martinez. He
said Chris Dickey also livesin the
home.

By the time firefighters arrived,
though, the fire had gotten a good
start, Chief Cathcart said, adding

thatit appeared something had mal-
functioned on thefurnace.

Hesaid thefurnaceison the sec-
ond floor, whichisafinished attic.
Chief Cathcart said when the attic
wasfinished, littlecrawl spacesand
compartmentswereleft around the
edgesand thefirewasin those.

After getting themain part of the
fire knocked out, he said, the fire-
fighterswent through thehouseand
found the hidden smol dering areas.

The fire burned through the up-
stairsandtotal edthebedroom onthe
firstlevel belowthefurnace, hesaid.
Therest of the house has moderate
smokeandwater damage, but some
of it can be salvaged.

The firefighters got back to the
station around 10 am., he said.

Chief Cathcart said the other
owner of the home is Shirley
Hickert. Heestimatedthedamageat
$30,000.
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WITH TWO BAGSfull of food, Jodee Carman, aDecatur Hospital Administrator Lynn Doeden (below) carriedinabag
Health Systemsempl oyee(above) walkedinto Stanley Hard-  of food.

ware last Wednesday to contribute to the store’ sfood drive.

* Food drlveendSW|th 6l2 extraitems

(Continued from Page 1)

pital would do with the money, so
they decided to do an item of food
instead. It was away to help the
community as a group, said Mrs.
Doeden.

Shesaidsomebroughtinfoodand
dressed up, and then there were
somewhodidn’t wantto participate
atal.

All in all, said Mrs. Doeden, the
drivewas asuccess.

Someof theemployeessuggested
for next year doing challengeswith

Chamber

others and getting businesses in

banquet

tobehdd next week

The Decatur Area Chamber of
Commerceisgearing up for itsan-
nual banquet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 15, at The Gateway

Thesteak dinnerwill cost $15and
the Chamber needs reservationsto
becalledin at 475-3441 by Friday.

The chamber board has invited
Randall M. Thies, acultural re-
source specialist and archeologist
with the Kansas State Historical
Society in Topeka, to speak.

Thesubject will be gravestones,
and Chamber Manager Glenva
Nichols and her husband Harold
have spent a number of hoursin
cemeteriesinthecounty getting pic-
tures.

Mr. Thieshasservedasaresearch

assistant and field supervisor for
archeological digsin the Midwest
since 1974. He was project arche-
ologist for the Kansas Unmarked
Burial SitesPreservation Board.

Over the years, he has helped
identify andtransfer burial remains
toKansasIndiantribes.

Mr. Thies earned a Bachelor of
Artsinsociol ogy and anthropology
from Washburn University and a
master’ s from lowa State Univer-
sity. He has taught archeology at
both Emporia State University and
Washburn University.

In 2000, he joined the Kansas
Humanities Council Speakers Bu-
reau and is a speaker for the state
historical society.
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town to do the same. She said they
would probably haveto do a chal-
lenge with the school system just
because of the number of employ-
€es.

Thefood broughtinby thehospi-
tal bumped the food drive from
2,156t02,612items.

Thefood will betaken thisweek
to the Decatur County Food Pantry
attheUnited Churchof Oberlinwith
the help of the junior high student
council.

Joe Stanley, owner of Stanley
Hardware, said thedrivewent very
well thisyear.

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

It was probably the most items
ever collected. Although the drive
started out slow the goal of 2,000
itemswasmet two daysafter Christ-
mas.

Thefood broughtinby thehospi-
tal wasgood; therewasquiteabit of
stuff.

Mr. Stanley said other groupstoo
have helped out including both of
the kindergarten classeswho bring
sacksof foodinandwalk tothestore
asafiedtrip.

Thiswasthefifthyear forthefood
drive, he said, and he plansto do it
again next year.

* Talk features
water 1Issues

(Continued from Page 1)
appointed him as secretary of the
KansasDepartment of Wildlifeand
Parks.

HealsoservesonthePew Oceans
Commission, which isan indepen-
dent group of American leaders
working on policiesto restore and
protect living marine resourcesin
U.S. waters.

Asthechair of astatesub-cabinet
on natural resources made up of
heads of the Kansas Department of
Agriculture, Kansas Water Office
and Department of Wildlife and
Parks, Secretary Hayden will let
people know about some state

projects and issues. Some of those
include the state’'s plan to buy the
Circle K Ranch on the Arkansas
River for its water rights, negotia-
tionswiththeAlmenairrigationdis-
trict for water rights in Sebelius
Reservoir near Norton, and the
governor’ shbudget commentsinthe
State of the State address.

Doug Sebdlius, whoistheNorton
County attorney and a brother-in-
law of the governor, will join Sec-
retary Hayden for the event. Mr.
Sebeliusisamember of the Kansas
Wildlife and Parks Commission,
which advisesthe secretary.

Everyoneiswelcometo attend.

| nsuranceagent
chargadwithfdonies

A Selden insurance agent has
beenchargedwith 10fel oniesby the
Kansas I nsurance Department.

Stephen C. Carman has been
chargedwith sevencountsof failing
to pay over consumers’ insurance
premiumstoacompany, twocounts
of forgery and one count of theft.

Thechargeswerebrought against
Mr. Carman by the Kansas Insur-
ance Department, Sheridan County
Attorney Mike Haas and the state
attorney genera’ soffice.

The Kansas Insurance Depart-
ment Fraud Unit has been investi-
gatingthecase. InsuranceCommis-

sioner Sandy Praeger establisheo
the unit in October, 2003.

“The overwhelming majority of
insuranceagentsinKansasarehon-
est and dedicated to providing gooc
service for their customers,” saic
Commissioner Praeger. “Our de-
partment will not tolerate agents
who break thelaw.”

Scott Holeman, communications
director with the Kansas Insurance
Department, said there was no fur-
ther information on Monday. He
saidthechargeswerefiledinHoxie.

Mr. Haas could not be reachec
Monday afternoon.

BusinessesinsomeKansasand
Nebraskacountieshaveuntil Jan.
14 tofileapplicationsfor low-in-
terest disaster loansfromtheU.S.
Small Business Administration.

The economic injury disaster
loansareavailablefor businesses
which depend on farmers and
rancherswho suffered croplosses
dueto drought after July 1, 2002.

Farmers and ranchers are not
eligibleforthesel oans, but hurt by
drought disasterscanapply. Busi-
nesses in Norton, Decatur,
Phillips, Cheyenne, Jewell,
Rawlins, Republic and Smith

Deadlinelooms
for busnessloans

countiesin Kansas and Frontier,
Furnas, Hayes, Hitchcock, Red
Willow and Dawes countiesin
Nebraskaareeligible.

Applications can be obtained
by calling toll-free at (800) 366-
6303 0r TDD (817) 267-4688for
the hearing impaired.

These loans are intended to
help businesses offset working
capital lossessuffered asaresult
of thesevereweather reducingthe
crop income of the farmers and
ranchers. Businesses physically
injured by thedisaster arenot eli-
gible.
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