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Bedf iIndustrywill survive
northwest mad cow scare

Pity the poor cowman.

JustwhenthelateDr. Atkinsand hisdietfad
pushed beef prices through the ceiling, they
find amad cow in Washington state.

Millions of pounds of American beef stack
up in warehouses, banned by dozens of im-

porting countries.

Consumersshocked by thepriceof steak opt
for chicken— or the other white meat.
Vegetarianswagtheir fingersand say, “We

toldyou so.”

PETA, Peoplefor Ethical Treatment of Ani-
mal's, probably will blamethewholethingon
aconspiracy by cruel ranchers.

And needlessto say, beef priceshavetaken

atumble.
But for how long?

Many observerssay the market will recoup
most of last year’ sgain. They don’t seemuch
permanent damage from the mad cow scare.

For one thing, the beef industry has been
movingtobetter track and account for itsprod-
uct. Many experts say thelong-term damage
to theindustry will beminimal.

That doesn’t helpmuchif youneedtosell a
bunch of calves next week, though.

Stronger government regul ationsand more
testing seem certain. Thereareproblems. For
onething, the prionsthought to causethedis-
easeareshadowy, proteinparticlesclassed as

non-living.

Though not considered alife form, prions
seem to be able to spread, reproduce and in-
fect other organisms. Whileit can takeyears
for a cow to become sick after infection,
though, peoplewho eat infected parts can go

down rather quickly.

where it is most common. Britain reported

only about 150 deathsbeforeit got control of
it’ sepidemic. InJapan, whereall beef slaugh-
teredfor thetableistested, only nineinfected
animals have been discovered.
Sciencehaslittleunderstanding of theprion

or brain-wasting disease. Theinfectionleaves

brain tissue with a sponge-like consistency
when viewed through a microscope, but sci-
entistscan’t explainexactly how it spreadsor

why similar diseases in other animals don’t

seemto affect humans.
A versioninsheep, called scrappie, hasbeen

known for morethan 30 years. A big propor-

tion of thedeer and e k in north central Colo-

rado are infected with “chronic wasting dis-
ease,” still another relative. Cannibalsof New

Guineawere knownto passasimilar disease
on by eating brain tissue of the dead as much
as65yearsago.

Whilethelink between eating infected tis-
sue and human infection is clear with cows,
there is no proof — yet — that humans can
contract the disease from deer or sheep.

Thereistheproblem, that “yet.”

Thegovernment hasbanned beef partsfrom
cattlefeed, hopingto prevent transmission, but
infected material might still befedtopigs, pets
or other animals. Why not ban useof brainand
nervetissueentirely?

Thereisjust so much we don’'t know. Y et

peal.

Thedisease, whilefrightening, israreeven

Next generation plunderschina

“Gwamma, gwamma, they’s
stealin’ you blind.”

My littlenephew (now ajuniorin
high school) wasn’t kidding. We
werestripping anupstairsbedroom
whenmy mother calledfrom Texas.

Mom was spending thewinter in
Texas and my sister Marie was
watching her homein Concordia.

| had a child in college who
needed somebedroomfurnitureand
Mom had aset that hadn’ t been used
sisand | left home.

Mom told me to go over to her
house and get the stuff whenever |
had a chance, so Marie and | were
busy moving beds and a dresser
fromtheupstairsof Mom’ splaceto
thetiny U-Haul behind my truck.

In the middle of this operation,
Mom called and Curtis, who must
have been all of 5 or 6 at thetime,
toldonus.

| remember this as | watch my
youngest daughter pack upmy china
for thetripto Lawrence.

“Gwamma, gwamma, she' ssteal-
ingmeblind.”

Thechina, likethat bedroom set,
hasnot beenusedinyears. Infactit
has not been unpacked since we
moved back to Kansas 10yearsago.

The kids left home and we have
another set of good china, so| have
just not needed dinnerwarefor 12.

This set is enormous. It has 24
platesand 12 of everything el sethat
youcanthink of. Therearetwosizes
of bowls— onefor soupandonefor
fruit. Therearecupsand saucersand

peopl e seem determined to eat steak, despite
the price. And losing weight has a strong ap-

Themarket will recover becauseAmericans
liketheir beef. But thescarehardly seemsfair
to the cowman.

—SeveHaynes

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes
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half-sizeor demitassecupsand sau-
cers. Unfortunately, thelidsarebro-
kenonboththesugar and coffeepot.
Thisisnot badfor aset| got beforel
wasmarried 32 yearsago.

Thedisheshavesilver aroundthe
rimsandtiny greenleavesandwhite
flowersabout one-halfinchfromthe
rim. Thebottomssay SheffieldFine
China, Japan, and Elegance, which
| assumeisthe pattern name.

Itisabeautiful set of china, which
| used in Kansas City when | enter-
tained the snooty women of the
Westheights Ladies Club. It got
packed away whenwemovedtothe
loghomein Colorado and wasused
only rarely thereafter that.

Now youngest daughter has
claimedit andwasrepackingitand
movingitto her homeinLawrence,
wherewe hopeit will get more use
thanit hasin my garage.

While | have seen thischinain
antiquestores, it wasnot especially
expensivewhen Mom bought it for
me— morethan 30 years ago after
| announced my engagement.

Stevetold Lindsay to tell all her

friendsthat theset waspurchased at
Boogartsin Concordia, a store
which has since gone out of busi-
ness. That is, of course, true. What
sheisn’ttosay isthat Boogartswas
thegrocery andtheplates, cupsand
bowlswere39 centseachwitha$10
purchase.

Hey, all the extras added up to
quite a sum, but Mom had al her
friendsbuying piecesforme. That's
how | ended up with morethan 200
piecesof Elegancechinafittoserve
the snooty gals of the Westheights
LadiesClub.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

My son, eat thou honey, be-
causeit isgood; and the hon-
eycomb, whichissweettothy
taste: So shall the knowledge
of wisdom be unto thy soul:
when thou hast found it, then
thereshall beareward, andthy
expectation shall not be cut
off. Proverbs24: 13, 14
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WITH STATKETICS
LikE TEdT
TLL MEED & THIMK
TO STEATY WY
MERVES BEHMD
THE m-IE'-'L

" DANG!
SCRATCHED
THE LABEL.

There snoplacellkehome

Hi, Honey, we' rehome!

No matter how humble, home
looks pretty good after being in
Mexicoforafewdays. And| aways
feel humbledafter beinginMexico.

| complainabout havingto“camp
out” in our second house while we
remodel our home. Meanwhile, the
entirehousewe built for aMexican
family of sixisnot asbigasour front
room. | complain about needing
new carpeting while Rosa has to
sprinkle her floor with water every
day tohelp pack thedirt. | complain
that my microwaveispractically an
antiqguewhiletheonly appliances|
saw in Rosa's house were an old
electric skillet and acrock pot.

It' snot guilt for having so much.
It smorethat | forget to be grateful
for being sofortunate.

—ob—

We made 29 new friends out of
theexperience. Our tel ephonebrief-
ing with the Casas por Cristo staff
beforethetrip told uswewould be
workingwithateam of Mennonites.

Neither Jim nor | knew much
about theM ennonitedenomination.
| haveseenafew Mennonitecouples
in our part of the country; the men
had beards and the women wore
dresseswith littlewhite caps.

Not wanting to offend anyone,
Jim determined that if need be, he
wouldn’t shave for the week and |
bought a bandanato use as a scarf
andagreedtoforegomakeupduring
our timewith them.

Y ou canimagine my relief when
theirteampulledintotheparkinglot
of our rendezvous point and jean-
clad, makeup wearing women and
clean-shaven men got off the bus.

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

Later that night, Jim shared our
secret concernswith theteam.

Everyonehadagoodlaughat our
expense and someone said, “Oh,
we' rethenew liberal Mennonites.”

It savery small world. Oneof the
women ontheteam and | were get-
ting acquainted. Y ou know, the
standard “where are you from,”
“how close isthat to (wherever),”
andsoon. Wehadn'ttalkedtoolong
when Elaine said, “Do you know
Greg and Y vonne Sumner?’

“Well, sure,” | answered. “Greg
and | went to Sunday School to-
gether and Y vonnewasinmy office
just last week.”

Turnsout Elaineand her husband
Dennis operate an employment
agency that places agricultural
workersfromforeigncountries. The
Sumnersareamong their clients.

Anadded bonuscameintheform
of aretired husband/wife mission-
ary teamwho spokefluent Spanish.
Gene and Lillian were great. He
helped meget aflattirerepairedand
Lillian told Bible stories to the
neighborhood children.

One of their daughters, Susan, a
personal trainer from Tulsa, made
thetrip. Her Spanishwasvery good,
too. Susan brought her teen-age

sons, Cadeand L ogan, whobothdic
man-sizejobs.

Lillian’s brother Leonard, an
electrician, came along, as well as
Leonard’ s wife, Janice. Janice’ s
parents had been missionariesin
Mexico, soshe, too, spoke Spanish.

Therewas Jess, theengineer who
had such a quick wit and his two
daughters, Angie and Nicky; Bab,
aretired school principal and his
grandson, Dakota; Travis, atruck
driver was also the church’s bus
driver, his wife Sonya, and their
kids, Hannah and Josiah; Dianah,
another teacher, and busdriver, too;
Brad and Melvina plus their two
littleboys; R.D., acarpenter, and his
twelve-year-old son Ashton; high
schoolers Chloeand Scott; and tri
organizersBud, who runsalumber
yard, and hiswife, Candy.

Assoon aswe crossed the border
and could get cell phone service
again, | called our kidsto tell them
wewereback onU.S. soil.

Jennifer asked, “How was the
team?’ “ Oh, they werewonderful,”
| said.

“Y ou say that about every team,”
shereplied.

Yes, | know | do. Becauseit’s
true.

Dlmhavegreat pressagent

Let'shearitfortheoverrateddis-
ease.

Every timeyoupick upthemorn-
ing paper, there's some new threat
to human health.

It' shard to say whichisthemost
overrated, butif any diseaseactualy
killed or even sickened as many
people asthe hypewould haveyou
believe, we'd beinrea trouble.

Whereshouldwestart? Anthrax?

There' snodoubt that thepurified
anthrax some wacko sent through
themail two yearsago wasdeadly.
Traceamounts|eft in postal equip-
ment apparently killed at least two
or three people who never saw one
of theoriginal |etters.

But theanthrax powder ismoreof
apoison than adisease. The bacte-
riumisdeadly enough at “weapons
grade,” but thediseaseitself ishard
to spread and fairly easy totreat.

So much for theanthrax scare.

West Nilevirus?

For all thehysteriathelast couple
of summers, the number of serious
caseshasnumberedinthedozensin
thisarea. It snot anicething to get,
but it’ sno epidemic.

Thediseaseisdeadly enough for
birds, but most larger animals —
horses and humans seem to be the
most susceptible— recover quick-
ly. Any virushasitsrisks, but West
Nileis not going to depopul ate the

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)
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By SteveHaynes
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SARS, or Severe Acute Respira-
tory Syndrome? Viruscaused, sort
of aheavy-duty cold, SARSisa
nasty infection, but it's been suc-
cessfully contained sofar.

Again, it's not something you'd
volunteer to have, but SARSisnot
theBlack Death, or bubonicplague.

Neither is plague these days,
cometothink of it.

Endemic in many areas, plague
seldombothershumanstoday. Bet-
ter sanitation and limited contact
withrodentshasstoppeditsspread.

Just don't play with prairie dogs.

Hantavirus scares me. Like the
African infection ebola, it’s often
fatal. The infection is painful. No
onewantsto bethat sick.

But unlessyouplay indeer mouse
droppings, it's hard to get hanta-
virus. It doesn’t seem to be spread-
ing to the human population with
any great speed. Nor has ebolaleft

its African homeland.

And then there’s mad cow dis-
ease, more properly known as bo-
vine spongiform encephal opathy.
It' sanasty littleinfection, caused by
aparticle known as a“prion” that
defiesdefinition.

Sheep, deer, elk and peopleall get
some form of this disease, and it
seemsto spread in most species by
eating brain tissue.

Or maybenot. No oneknows.

But the number of humans in-
fectedisinfinitesimally small com-
pared to the number of peoplewho
eat beef, venison, elk and mutton.

It' sagood guessthat thenext big
flu epidemic will take more people
than all the others combined, but
influenzaismoreof acommon-type
disease, hardly worthy of scare
headlinesand 5 0’ clock treatment.

That should put the trendy dis-
eases in perspective. Ah, but
where' sthefuninthat?

Reader takesissuewith editorial
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Thisisin response to the recent
editorial entitled “New Proposals
Make Sense’;

Thefirst proposal would require
apublicvoteonany increaseintaxes
or fees. We already have elections
to choose representatives to deal
with these issues, which tend to be
complex and difficult.

To expect the public to educate
themselvestoall theissuesinvolved
isunredlistic. Theresultwouldbeto
tie our representatives’ hands so
they would be unableto respond to
public needs — just asthey arein
California.

The second proposal would re-
quireatwo-thirdsvoteinthelLegis-
latiireto increase atax Thiswill

make our government unrespon-
sive, unable to do the will of the
majority of voters. A minority of
one-third plus one in either house
could prevent action. Noticethepro-
posal isnot to prevent anincreaseor
adecrease of taxes.

The figures concerning state
growth are bogus. Y es, the state
budget has made a huge gain, be-
causethestatetook over fundingfor
local schools. A fair comparison
would have to compare state and
local educational spending then to
state spendina now — with averv

different result. Keep in mind that
inflation is decreasing the value of
money sotoremaineven, moredol-
lars are needed, which does not
mean government hasincreased.
Both proposal sare bad ideasthat
would change our government, &
government that has served uswell
for many generations. These pro-
posals are not conservative, which
triestoprotect what wehave. These
proposals are radical ideas that
wouldundermineour state’ sfuture.
Bob Strevey
Norcatur



