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CHECK OUT THESE EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS!

Cute Bungalow with one main-floor bedroom and 3 lower level bedrooms, 2
baths, central air and newer forced air furnace, over-sized double garage/work-
shop, large yard surrounded by chain link fence, quiet location.

Johnson Realty, Inc.
Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Call us today about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785

Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile  785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521

Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

This classic 1936 Bungalow has been updated with all new period style kitchen,
2 bathrooms, floor coverings throughout, high-efficiency furnace, water heater,
soft water unit, central air and roof. The 4 bedroom home boasts a lot of living
on 2 fully furnished levels. A new screened porch leads to a lush lawn complete
with roses.

Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749
Call Roberta or Lynn A. Johnson for listings, or information 785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514

     JACQUELINE VOTAPKA, SALESPERSON JOE D. GREEN, SALESPERSON/AUCTIONEER
ROGER EMIGH, SALESPERSON/AUCTIONEER

             JERRY LOHOEFENER, SALESPERSON           RANDY OSTMEYER, SALESPERSON
MARCIA LOHOEFENER, SALESPERSON                   DAVE JUENEMANN, SALESPERSON

Johnson Realty, Inc.
www.johnson-real-estate.com

ESTATE AUCTION
Saturday, January 17, 2004 • 10 a.m.
Location: Oberlin American Legion,
114 S. Rodehaver Ave., Oberlin, KS

Lunch
will be
served.

SELLER: ALICE CLARK ESTATE
AND OTHERS

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Everything on this sale is
 clean and has been well-cared for.

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

KITCHEN ITEMS

FURNITURE

MISCELLANEOUS
Many Miscellaneous Items Too Numerous To Mention!
Late Consignment Items: Large Square Oak Table, extends to 72 inches. 27 Oak Chairs

TERMS: Not responsible for accidents. All guarantees are between sellers and buyers.
No items are to be removed until paid for. Announcements Day of Sale take precedence
over printed matter.

Need help paying off
 those HOLIDAY bills?

Then give SITEL a call to learn how you
can help pay off those bills and earn a
great wage?

Pat or Gail can be reached at
308-345-5600 or stop by

 302 East 1st in downtown McCook.
eeo m/f/d/v

440,000+
Households

ONE
low price

Economically reach a
statewide market through the

Kansas Display Ad Network.

Advertise in more than 130 newspapers
across the state for less than

1¢ per household.

For more information call KPA

785-271-5304

440,000+
Households

ONE
low price

     For more information call KPA
                           785-271-5304 or
                The Oberlin Herald

785-475-2206

Writers
group
to visit
Business  Alliance
asked to help
welcome visitors

The Oberlin Business Alliance
talked with Dale Bryan about a
writer’s convention that will be held
at The Gateway on July 23 and 24.

Mrs. Bryan said she is part of the
group, Inland Sea Writers in
McCook, which each year has a
workshop or a conference for writ-
ers.  She said she is the only mem-
ber from Kansas.

This year, Marsha Prestonke, edi-
tor of a magazine “Bylines,” will be
the guest speaker.

Mrs. Bryan said she suggested
The Gateway for the conference.
They are hoping for between 50 and
100 people, she said.

On the first night, there will be an
open microphone in McCook for
people to share things they have
written, but on Saturday the people
will be here all day, said Mrs. Bryan.

She asked the group, all business
people and owners, if they could
provide something for the packets
the group will be handing out to pro-
mote both Oberlin and McCook.

Mrs. Bryan said they are also
looking for money, if the alliance
members have any ideas.

In other business, the group dis-
cussed naming chairmen for the four
quarters. Connie Grafel, marketing
director of The Gateway and the
Economic Development Corp., who
was running the meeting last Wed-
nesday, said that Laurie Wasson,
owner of Prairie Petals, wasn’t in-
terested in being president for an-
other year.

The group decided to meet in the
basement of Stanley Hardware at 6
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 20, to hash out
the year. Then members talked a
little about the holiday shopping
season.

Karen Chambers from Rocking R
said the store did really well when
other businesses downtown stayed
open late, but when she tried to keep
the store open on its own, there
wasn’t a lot of business. She said she
stayed open on Christmas Eve and
did well, though.

Joe Stanley said it sounded like
Sundays went well.

However, Kurt Vollertsen, owner
of Ward Drug Store, said Sundays
seemed like a total waste of time and
so did the late nights. Rusty Addle-
man, owner of Addleman Drug
Store, seconded that.

Mr. Vollertsen said there just
wasn’t any traffic at all. He said it
wasn’t the weather, because there
were a lot of nice days.

Gary Anderson, owner of The
LandMark Inn, said on days that
things were going on at the restau-
rant, then business was good in the
adjacent Oberlin Mercantile. Other
days things were slower.

County to purchase tools at Benkelman auction
By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The Decatur County commis-

sioners said Road and Bridge Super-
visor Tim Stallman could spend up
to $5,000 at an upcoming hardware
auction in Benkelman, Neb.

Mr. Stallman said a hardware
store is going out of business and he
thought they would be able to pick
up some shop tools.  He said he
didn’t know how the commission-
ers felt about this kind of thing.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
asked how they could pre-approve
the expenditure.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said the problem would be paying
for it. The suggestion was for the
employee to write a check and then
get reimbursed.

Sometimes auction companies,
said Mr. Stallman, will hold things
if they know it is for the county.

Mr. Stallman said he is also look-
ing at a farm sale for a mobile fuel
container.

The commissioners agreed the
auctions need to be approved one at
a time.

Mr. Stallman said he needed to get

about seven barrels of pre-diluted
antifreeze.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said
they probably need to get bids.

Mr. Stallman said he had prices
from CAT at $367, Oldham at $370,
All Pro at $335 and John Deere at
$280. Each price is per barrel. Mr.
Stallman said NAPA couldn’t get
that kind of antifreeze.

The commissioners agreed $280
a barrel from John Deere is the best
price.

Mr. Stallman said he needs five
barrels to use on machinery and two

for stock.
Mr. Stallman said the 1987 Chevy

truck Darroll Banzet drives is in
need of an overhaul. The truck has
close to 100,000 miles on it and is
using a lot of oil.

He said there will be an order for
a long block coming up although he
isn’t certain what the cost will be.

Mr. Stallman  said he ordered
grader blades at good end-of-year
prices as he tries to keep some in in-
ventory.

Norman Tompkins of Vance
Brothers called about using the

Jennings shop for storage again
when they do road work in Jennings.
The company pays $300 a month for
storage.

The commissioners approved the
use of the shop.

Mr. Stallman said with the reso-
lution about purchases over $500
having to be approved means that
every time he buys fuel he has to talk
with the commissioners.

Commissioners said the reason
for the resolution was so department
heads would discuss future plans
with them.

Citizen worries about sewer
By KIMBERLY BRANDT
Only one person showed up and

talked to the Oberlin City Council
during the Oberlin City public hear-
ing and public meeting for the waste
water treatment plant.

The meeting and hearing are
needed for the city to apply for loans
from either the  U.S. Department of
Agriculture or State Revolving
Loan Fund.

Pastor Charlotte Strecker-Baseler
of Faith Lutheran Church said she
has been following the water and
waste water problems in the city.

She said she has a biology and
chemistry degree from Bethany
College and did her internship
project on a waste water project. She
then spent nine years   working at a

secondary treatment plant.
Like most residents in Oberlin she

said she didn’t realize there was any-
thing wrong with the waste water
plant until October 2002. She said
before that she knew there was
trouble with the water.

A community of this size with that
amount of waste water could use
ponds and lagoons for household
waste, but the city is desperate for
economic development. The coun-
cil knows in this area there isn’t
enough water for a big industry.

Pastor  Strecker-Baseler said with
lagoons and ponds there is up front
costs.

She said she has worked with
mechanical plants before and if they
go that way, the city will have to be

proactive. Things can’t just be used
until they break down.

She said she doesn’t know about
population projections. No one
wants Oberlin to become a ghost
town because people can’t pay the
bills.

The Environmental Protection
Agency with its regulations could
cause the extinction of a community
of this size, she said. Fear and anxi-
ety, she said, is a quick way to kill a
community like Oberlin.

She asked the council to be pro-
active and not to make any decisions
because of what the agency might
impose down the road.

There were no other comments on
her remarks and the council didn’t
make any decisions.

Ambulance chief
can teach classes

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The Decatur County commis-

sioners heard that Ambulance Di-
rector Patrick Pomeroy passed
his exam and is now an instructor/
coordinator, which means he can
train emergency medical techni-
cians.

Mr. Pomeroy said he received
the call from the Board of Emer-
gency Medical Services last
week.

He said, so far this year, the am-
bulance crew has received six
calls.

LaVern Burtis with the Good
Samaritan Center met with the
commissioners to invite them to
the open house and retirement for
Administrator Joyce Ploussard
and to welcome new Administra-
tor Janice Shobe.

He then requested a closed ses-
sion for 15 minutes for attorney-
client privilege with County At-
torney Steve Hirsch present.

County Clerk Marilyn Horn
said they had received the bill for
the work done on the roof at the
center. She said she will fax it to
the Kansas Counties Multi-line
Pool to see what part of the bill
will be covered by insurance.

Commissioners talked about
the county appointments to two
boards. The first is for the hospi-
tal board where there is one seat
open. Both Butch Rittmann and
Ken Morris filled out applica-

tions. Mrs. Horn was instructed
to meet with both before the next
meeting and Commissioner
Doyle Brown would then be back
to help make the decision.

The other appointment was for
the economic development cor-
poration board in which Greg
Lohoefener showed interest. The
decision was tabled until Mr.
Brown returned.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
said she had received a call from
Health Administrator Marilyn
Gamblin about some leaks
around the windows in the health
department. Commissioner
Glenn went to look at the prob-
lem. When the carpet was taken
out to be replaced they noticed
some spots in the floor showing
the leaks. The health department
is planning on calling someone in
to look at it.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

• Heard that Commissioner
Glenn had received a call from
Noxious Weed Director Gaylen
Huntley to see if he could go
ahead and order the end of the
year chemicals. She gave him the
go ahead.

• Approved the 2004 contract
for corporate plan.

• Approved the contract for
Developmental Services of
Northwest Kansas for the new
year.

Chamber to sponsor home show
By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The Oberlin-Decatur County

Area Chamber of Commerce has
decided to hold the annual home
show this year the weekend of
March 20 and 21.

The show had been organized by
former Oberlin resident, the late
Royce Wilson. Mr. Wilson contin-
ued to set up the show even after he
moved to North Platte, Neb., even
after he became ill with the compli-
cations of diabetes and West Nile
virus infection.

After his death last year the
Chamber was asked by Oberlin mer-
chants to take over the organization

of the show.
Chamber Manager Glenva

Nichols said she will be sending out
letters to businesses about booths.

The Chamber board said the
rental prices for the booths will be
for a 10-foot-by-10 foot space will
be $75 and for a 10-foot-by-20-foot
space will be $125.

Anyone interested in getting a
booth should contact the chamber at
475-3441.

There is room for 48 spaces in the
arena at The Gateway.

The board discussed whether the
show should include crafts. Some
didn’t see a problem with that while

others thought it should include just
booths for the homes.

Mrs. Nichols said that KFNF Ra-
dio will co-sponsor it and do an on-
site broadcast. She said she talked
with a representative at the station
about doing interviews with people
at the booths for an extra fee on the
booth price.

The group talked briefly about the
holiday events. It was agreed that the
soup supper went well.

For the lighting contest Mrs.
Nichols suggested splitting the town
in four sections with two judges for
each. There would then be four win-
ners.

Some close
for holiday

All banks and financial in-
stitutions, state and federal
offices, including the post of-
fice, will be closed on Monday
for Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.

Most other Oberlin busi-
nesses, city and county of-
fices, and Oberlin schools will
be open.

The Oberlin Herald will be
open as usual, so news and ad-
vertising copy may be left at
the office by noon on Monday.

State offers park permits at discount
Anyone wanting to purchase a

vehicle permit for Kansas parks may
want to buy them before the end of
March and save a little money.

Park permits are $34.50 if pur-
chased between January and March,
they then go up to $44.50 from April
to September and then go back to
$34.50 in October until December.

For a second vehicle the price is
$19.50 for the first three months of
the year and the last year months.

From April to September it jumps to
$24.50.

It is the same for seniors or dis-
abled people who purchase the per-
mits. For the first three months and
last three months the annual vehicle
is $17.25 and from April to Septem-

ber it is $24.50.  The second vehicle
tag is $9.75 the first and last three
months of the year. In April it goes
up to $12.25.

Permits are available at the
Decatur County Clerk’s Office on
the second floor of the courthouse.

IT WAS LIKE A STEP BACK  in time Friday as the 80 pair of cows and
calves and three bulls neared the top of the hill. The dust flew behind them
while two riding horses and one on a mule kept the herd together. The Shaw
family was moving the cattle from milo and sunflower stocks south of U.S.
36 to the JVR Ranch on Ralph Shaw’s place two and a half miles north of the
highway. Rich Shaw said this is done several times a year, but this is the only

time that the cattle have to cross the highway. Men with the Decatur County
Sheriff’s Office parked their truck facing the west to stop cars as the cattle
crossed the pavement. Mr. Shaw said the cattle are led by a truck and then a
truck and trailer bring up the tail end just in case a calf gets too hot. He said
one calf had to be picked up about a mile from the ranch and was put in the
trailer.                                                                              — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt


