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Grant would lower cost of sawer plant

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin City Council talked with a
representative from Northwest Kansas
Planning and Devel opment about the pos-
sibility of getting agrant for awaste water
treatment plant.

Development spokeswoman Amy
Griffey said with the 2000 census Oberlin
does not automatically qualify for agrant
because it doesn’t appear that there are
enough low to moderate income peoplein
town. That means, shesaid, that thecity will
haveto do adoor-to-door survey inthetar-
get area, whichisall thewaste water treat-

City roundup

Atthe meeting Thursday night the
Oberlin City Council:

« Talked with arepresentative from
Northwest Kansas Planning and
Development to learn about a door-
to-door survey the city is looking into
to getgrantmoney to help pay for the
waste water treatment plant. Story at
left.

*Heard from one person during the
public hearing and public meeting
held so the city can get a loan for the
waste water treatment plant. Story on
Page 3.

« Talked with the city foreman about
anew or newer air compressor. Story
to come.

ment plant users.

Mayor Ken Shobe asked if the survey
resultscould beused for morethan onepur-

County,
hospital
et costs

Ambulance
transfersdecided

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County commissioners
and representatives from Decatur
Health Systems reached an agree-
ment on what the hospital will pay
forambulancetransfersof Medicare
patientsat themeeting last Tuesday
morning.

Hospital Administrator Lynn
Doeden and Human Resource Di-
rector and BusinessOfficeManager
AmandaFarr met withthecommis-
sioners and Ambulance Director
Patrick Pomeroy.

Mrs. Doeden said thehospital re-
ceived a bill recently for nine
months of ambulance runs and it
was astronomical. She said she
found out other hospitalsinthearea
aregetting charged about $250 aday
and then paying mileage.

At acritical care hospital, she
said, Medicarewill only pay $800a
day for each patient.

If the hospital gets billed $1,000
for an ambulance run she said, that
putsthehospital inthe holefor that
day.

(See AMBULANCE on Page 12)

Chamber
banquet
planned

The annual Oberlin-Decatur
County Area Chamber of Com-
merce banguet will be held at 6:30
p.m. Thursday at The Gateway.

Asof aweek out the Chamber had
37 reservationsfor the event.

TheGateway staff will beserving
asteak dinner for $15 ahead for the
banquet. Reservationsfor thedinner
were due on Friday, but the money
will betaken at the door.

Randall M. Thies, acultural re-
source specialist and archeologist
with the Kansas State Historical
Society in Topeka, will be the
speaker.

Mr. Thieswill talk about grave-
stones. He has served asaresearch
assistant and field supervisor for
archeological digsin the Midwest
since 1974. He was the project ar-
cheologist for the Kansas Un-
marked Burial Sites Preservation
Board.

He has also helped identify and
transfer burial remains to Kansas
Indiantribes.

Mr. Thies earned a bachelor of
artsin sociology and anthropol ogy
from Washburn University in To-
pekaanda mastersfromlowaState
University. Hetaught archeol ogy at
both Emporia State University and
Washburn.

Mr. Thiesjoined the KansasHu-
manities Council Speakers Bureau
in2000andisaspeaker for thestate
historical society.

The Chamber will a so behonor-
ing areapeople.

Thoseattendingwill bevotingfor
new board members. There are six
positionsopen. Sofartherearethree
candidatesfor thepositions. funeral
director Derek Riner, SappaValley
Y outh Ranch Director Sue Glodt
and city employee Judy Scott.

The DCHS Singers will be per-
forming.

pose. Ms. Griffey saidthey could bebut the
city can only apply for onegrantinayear.

She said the results of the survey will be
good for about threeyears.

NEWLY RETIRED ADMINISTRATOR Joyce teronThursday.“TheBag
Ploussard (above) modeled a hat she was presented dur-  1ow) brought along* her” shopping cart full of goodiesfor

ingfestivitiesat theDecatur County Good SamaritanCen-  the party.

Ceanter

chief
retires

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Staff, residents, friends, fam-
ily and representatives of the
Good Samaritan Society cel-
ebrated 25 years of awoman’s
work Thursday afternoon at the
Decatur Good Samaritan Cen-
ter.

Thecommonroomat thecen-
ter wasfull of peoplewho have
been a part of Administrator
Joyce Ploussard’ s life to wish
her a happy retirement as she
turnedin her keys.

Thegroup also got to partici-
pateinwel coming new Admin-
istrator Janice Shobe, who is
also the administrator at
Atwood’ sGood Samaritan Cen-
ter.

A special visitor, thebaglady,
hel ped start theafternoonwitha
shopping cart full of giftsfor
Mrs. Ploussard.

Center Maintenance Supervi-
sor LavVern Burtis, dressedina
night shirt, sweats, sweater, dip-
pers and bright red lipstick,
pushedthecartin.

Outof ithepulledasidetable,
tissues, bug spray, animal crack-
ers, aKansas City Chiefs cup,
theingredientsfor S mores, sun-
tan lotion and reading material
for the outhouse at Mrs.
Ploussard’ scabin.

Regional Director Randy
Fitzgerald greetedtheaudience.
Hesaidhewastheretoofficially
install the new administrator,
but first hehad somebusinessto
takecareof. Mr. Fitzgerald said
that morning Ms. Ploussard had
said about four times“what are

(See FRIENDS on Page 12)

Theonly way to usetheresultsfor more
than onegrant isfor the city to get creative
and tietwo projectstogether, shesaid. It's
alot of work, although there are citiesthat
have doneit.

Thekey to asuccessful survey, shesaid,
isto make sure that everyone understands
that itisnot asking exactly what apersonor
ahousehold makes. It will ask if theperson
or household is above or below a certain
amount. Theother thing peopleneedtokeep
in mind isif the city getsthe grant it will
lower the user rates.

Who actually does the survey? asked
Mayor Shobe.

Some communities have the council go
door-to-door, others hire civic groupsand

somehireprofessionals. Shesaid her group
can administer thesurvey. Theother oneis
the Docking Institute out of Hays.

The survey can be done through amail-
ingbutif not enougharereturnedthenitwill
haveto be done door-to-door. The surveys
cannot be done by phone.

Thecity hastoget an 80 percent response,
shesaid.

Ms. Griffey said people need to know
what is going on. Her office can help, she
said.

The most the city could get in grant
money is $400,000.

If thecity appliesin September or Octo-
ber, it will 2005 beforethey find out if they

(See SUREY on Page 12)
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Sports

pull fans
totown

Tourneysset
for threeweeks

Red Devil fans should get ready
for threeacti on-packed weekendsin
arow with two wrestling and one
basketball tournament rounding out
the month at the high school.

Itall kicksoff at 10a.m. Saturday
withtheOberlinInvitational Wres-
tling Tournament.

Athletic Director Randy Olson
saidthisisafuntournamentandwill
havealittledifferenttwistthisyear.
SchoolsfromK earney and Subl ette
will return to the tournament, he
said. There will also be wrestlers
from Stockton, Oakley, Osborne,
Hill City, Quinter and Y uma.

New this year will be wrestlers
from Overland High School at Au-
rora, Colo.

Mr. Olsonsaidhethinkstherewill
be18to 22 athletesrankedinthetop
sixintheir respectiveweight classes
at thetournament wrestling against
each other.

Thefollowingweek will kick off

(See SPORTING on Page 12)

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt
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Sheriff
requests

deputy

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

With a shortage in the Decatur
County Sheriff’s Office, depart-
ment heads asked the commission-
ers Tuesday morning if a sharec
empl oyee between the sheriff’ s of-
fice and ambulance department
could go full timewith the law en-
forcement office.

Undersheriff Randy McHughhas
been called back to active duty for
the Army National Guard, saic
Sheriff KenBadsky. That will leave
just him and part-time Deputy
Michael French.

Sheriff Badsky said Undersheriff
McHughwill begoing to Baghdad.

Hesaid hehastalkedwith Deputy
French who is interested in going
full timeand staying on asavolun-
teer with theambulance.

Deputy French was hired in Oc-
tober to work part timein both of--
fices. Sheriff Badsky said Deputy
Frenchwould becometheundersh-
eriff.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy said that would save his
department about $12,000 a year.
Mr. Pomeroy has been asking the
commissioners if he could hire
full-time person because of the
shortageof volunteersonthe Ober-
lincrew.

The commissioners had asked
himtowait until after thenew year.

Commissioner Ralph Unger saic
he thought they should wait until
they are able to talk it over with
Commissioner Doyle Brown, wha
was unable to make it to the meet-
ing.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
asked Mr. Pomeroy how long he
thinksit will taketo hireafull-time
person. Mr. Pomeroy said hedidn’t
think that it would take very long.

Sheriff Badsky said hethought it
would take him five to six months
tofind anew person.

Commissioner Brown should be
back for the next meeting, said

Countv Clerk Marilvn Horn.
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INTRODUCING NEW Good Samaritan
the Good Samaritan Society was on hand for the changing of the guard.
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Administrator Janice Shobe, Randy Fitzgerald of

* Jportingeventsbring
athletes, parentstotown

(Continued from Page 1A)

the Oberlin Invitational Basketball
Tournament.

Thefirstgamewill be Tuesday at
the high school, but Oberlin won't
actually play its first game until
Thursday, Jan. 22.

Mr. Olsonsaidthatisbecausethe
Red Devilsfirst games are against
Resurrection Christian School,
which is a private school at
Loveland, Colo.

The Loveland players will play
here in Oberlin Thursday night
against the boys and girls and then
shadow the same students on Fri-
day, Jan. 23, in school.

Mr. Olson said thetournamentis
about “ getting out of thefrying pan
and into thefire.”

Onthe boys side of play thereis
the Cambridgeteam whoisranked

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt third in Nebraskaand Quinter who

* Friendsshow up
for retirement gala

(Continued from Page 1A)
you goingto do; fireme?’

“Well Joyce,” he said, “you’re
fired!”

With Commissioners Patricia
Glenn and Ralph Unger in atten-
dancehereadthroughtheinduction
and Mrs. Shobe was officially
named the new administrator.

Shereceived astanding ovation.

Mr. Fitzgeraldintroduced admin-
istrators from across the area, who
had come up for the festivitiesand
lunch. Hethenshared several letters
from past bossesin the society.

“Qut of my 28 administrators,
Joyceistheonly onewho sendsme
letters,” saidMr. Fitzgerald, “ every-
one else sends e-mails. So, out of
you other administrators, someone
needsto drop mealetter.”

Thestaff passedthebatontoMrs.
Shobewith agiant bar of chocolate
and six bottles of Pepsi.

Kent Ploussard, Ms. Ploussard's
son, introduced the family. Heand
his son Aaron presented her with
giftsincluding afishing pole, hat,
pipe and fishing net.

Hesaidthefishing poleisbecause
for thelast 47 years his mother has
been saying she hasn’t had timeto
fish.

“One more thing,” said Mr.
Ploussard, “ | wanttowhispertoyou
that weareall witnessesthat Randy
fired you and you can draw unem-
ployment.”

Thegtaff presented M s. Ploussard
with a limestone Bronco rock, at
whichtimeshesaid shewasspeech-
less.

* Ambulancecosts
causehosoital pain

(Continued from Page 1A)

She said she agreed with Mr.
Pomeroy oncertainchargesfor runs
and an agreement was drafted.
When she got the agreement, she
said, the chargesweren’t the same.

Mrs. Doeden said shewantsto see
the ambulance get paid, but she
doesn’t want to see the hospital
doorscloseeither.

Mr. Pomeroy said it costsaround
$1,000 to transfer a patient to
Kearney, Neb. Mrs. Doeden said
sheiswillingtogodoublewhat they
agreed on.

With secondary insurance,
doesn’t Medicare forward what
isn't paid? Ms. Farr said the hospi-
tal bills the secondary insurance
unlessitisBlue Cross/Blue Shield.

Mrs. Doeden said when they
talked, they agreed to a charge of
$250.19 for one way to McCook.
Can't the 19 cents be knocked of f?
she asked.

She also asked what insurance
companies pay.

Mr. Pomeroy said probably the
most the ambulance department
getsout of any insurance company
is70 percent of thehill.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said hethought they shoulddo aflat
rate. Commissioner Ralph Unger
said they should set up afeechart.

Mrs. Doeden said they did that,
but shewantsto seewhat theambu-
lance department is getting from
commercial insurance.

Mr. Unger said the ambulance

* Qurveywouldbenesdec

County
roundup

At the meeting Tuesday
morning the Decatur
County commissioners:

» Talked about possibly
moving a deputy to under-
sheriff while the currentone
is away. Story on Page 1.

 Approved up to $5,000
for the road and bridge su-
pervisor on ahardware auc-
tion. Story on Page 3.

* Heard that the ambu-
lance director can train
emergency medical techni-
cians. Story on Page 3.

» Agreed on prices for
Decatur Health Systems to
pay for ambulance Medi-
care inpatient ambulance
trips. Story on Page 1.

department still needs to bill the
hospital the full amount, but then
agree that the hospital would only
pay the set fee.

The agreement was that the fees
would be $250 to McCook and
Norton, $500 to North Platte and
$650toK earney andHay's, oneway.

The group agreed with the num-
bers. Mr. Hirschwill revisethecon-
tract.

for citytoget grant

(Continued from Page 1A)
get thegrant. With that inmind, the
city shouldn’t start building.

Ms. Griffey saiditisimportantto
work with engineersand get thede-
sign but that would not be paid for
out of the grant money.

Shesaid it ismore likely for the
city togetthegrantif all their ducks
areinarow for the project.

Thaniel Monaco, who worksfor
project engineers Miller and Asso-

ciates, said that the city would need
an extension for the project, but
thought it wouldbeajustifiablerea-
son.

Ms. Griffey saidif thecity wants
towait on the surveysuntil the end
of February or beginning of March
theincomelimitsnormally go up.

Thecity hastoshow an 80 percent
response with 51 percent of those
beinginthelowtomoderateincome
brackets

Tdethontohonor troops

TheSeedsof Hope Telethoncom-
mitteehasdecidedtotry something
new with the annual telethon this
year and honor someof thecounty’ s
menandwomeninthearmedforces.

The committee would like to be
able to interview these men and
women or afamily member.

Anyone wanting to participate

should contact Kimberly Brandt at
475-2206 or 475-3510.

Ms. Brandt asksthefamily mem-
bers to beinterviewed to bring a
pictureto show ontheair.

Thetelethonwill startat 1 p.m.on
Saturday, Feb. 28, at The Gateway
andwill rununtil 10 p.m. Itwill be
aired onlocal accesschannel 7.

isthirdin Kansas.

On the girls side there is Dundy
County whoisthirdin Nebraskaand
Hoxiewhohasa strongteamandis
ranked inthetop 10 in Kansas.

“Thiswill beapretty competitive
tournament,” said Mr. Olson.

Thefinal consolation gameswill
start at 3:30 p.m. on Friday.

At 2:30 p.m. on Saturday things
will kick off again. Thenat 5:30p.m.
itwill bethegirlsfinal gameand at
7:30 p.m. the boysfinal round will
beheld.

Thefollowingweekend on Satur-
day, Jan. 31, theschool will hostthe
Northwest Kansas L eague Wres-
tling Tournament.

“This is probably the hottest
eight-teamtournamentinthestate,”
said Mr. Olson.

Startingtimeis9:30a.m., hesaid,
withapacked day of ranked schools.

Samway Floor Covering
4x161/2
oh/adv
RED SPOT COLOR
Ad sent to GDN

In Class 4A Goodland is rankec
third and Colby is ranked seventh.
In Classes 3-2-1A Hoxieisranked
first; Oberlin, fourth, St. Francis,
fifth; Oakley, sixth; and Atwood,
ninth.

Thereareaneven 30athletes, who
areranked amongthetopfiveinthe
state, saidMr. Olson. It should make
for areal competitive tournament.

All the tournaments at the high
school areopento thepublic.

Mr. Olson said al the weekends
will bring in people from out of
town, some of whom will stay the
night.

For this weekend tickets to the
tournament are$6 adultsand $4 stu-
dents for all day. For the seconc
round tickets are $4 adults and $3
students.

Decatur Community High School
season passeswill be recognized.



