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Proposed ‘guest worker’
program may bevital key

President Bushwantsto do something about
the immigration system, whichis not work-
ing.

The president is ready to propose a*“ guest
worker” program to allow hundreds of thou-
sands of foreign nationals to work and live
legally inthiscountry.

It hasto happen. The present systemisway
beyondrepair, and weneedto start over if we
want this country to prosper. Our economy
can’t grow without foreign workers.

Since the 1960s, U.S. immigration policy
has granted the right to come here only to
skilledworkers, professional ssuchasdoctors
andtechnicians, thosewhoweredeemed wor-
thy of being allowedin.

Basically, wetried to shut our doorstofor-
eignlaborers, butit hasnot worked. Theprob-
lemiseconomic: therearethousandsof work-
erswho want to cometo thiscountry because
there arethousands of jobsherefor them.

It simpossible, giventhesituation, to keep
them out. No amount of money spent on bor-
der enforcement seemsto work. And aslong
asthejobsandthemoney arehere, peoplewill
find away to come.

By the turn of the century, in fact, onein
sevenworkersinthiscountry wasanalien. In
“entry-level” jobs, the onesthat pay the least
andarehardesttofill, thefigurewasmorelike
oneinfive.

Immigrantstakejobsonroad crews, in pack-
ing plants, in fields, in factories, that most
Americans won’'t consider. But to keep the
economy rolling, someonehastodothewaork.

All the present system hasdoneisforcethe

immigrant |abor pool underground, wherethe
workers don’t pay taxes, buy insurance for
their cars, or contributetoour society. Though
most would gladly pay their share, wewon't
let them.

Worse yet, the undocumented |abor pool
createsavast underground of illegal's, ashad-
owy world where terrorists might be ableto
moveat will. Secretary of Homeland Security
Tom Ridge has said as much. He's among
thoseintheadministration pushingfor reform.

Allowingguestworkerstobelegal hasmany
advantages. One proposal isto let them col-
lect Social Security, but only if they returnto
their own country. Legal workers would be
ableto get driver’slicenses and have car in-
surance. Asit standstoday, most stateswon'’t
letillegalsbelicensed. They areforcedtodrive
without alicense or insurance.

Legal immigrants will be “on the radar
screen” for police and security officials, and
that will make Ridgefeel better.

Expertspredict that reformsmay takeyears
to get through Congress, though. Theissueis
considered “radioactive’ on Capitol Hill be-
cause of thehigh emotion it generates.

Some proposals, such as a plan to have a
commissionto regulatewhereworkerscould
go and what jobs they could take, will drop
away. The old policy showsthe utter failure
of attemptsto regulate workers. It will take
timeto hash these thingsout.

But the current situation isintol erable, and
the sooner we set about making it work, the
better.

—SeveHaynes

Still notasvveet sndlingRose

One of the headlines said Pete
Rosehadfinally comeclean, but that
ishardly the case.

Baseball’s Hit King is making
one last, desperate stab at getting
intotheHall of Famebeforehis15-
year “window” passeshim by.

Asusual, Roseistryingtoweasel
hisway through. Hisadmissions, in

AlongtheSappa

By SteveHaynes

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

hissoon-to-be-published autobiog-

“Pete needs to tell the whole

raphy, don’tamounttoafull confes-
sion according tothosewho should
know.

Andwhilehefinally admitshebet
on baseball, Rose still comes off as
aspoiled child who's beentold he
can't have a candy bar before din-
ner.

The great slugger’ s accomplish-
ments are undeniable— 4,256 hits
inasparkling career, marredonly by
his disregard for baseball’ s most
hallowed rule.

Itisasinfor aplayer or manager
to bet on the game, and it has been
so ever since the 1919 Chicago
Black Sox triedtofix theWorld Se-
res.

Theownershired JudgeK enesaw
Mountain Landis to clean up the
game, and ascommissioner, hedid
just that.

Rose’ s public comments show
that he just doesn’t get it. After his
retirement, hedidaradioshow from
Las Vegas, of al places. He com-
plained about how unfairly he had
beentreated, and hisguests, includ-
ingsomebig-timegamblingfigures,
nodded in agreement.

One theory about the timing of

Rose' s push isthat after next year,
he'll no longer be eligible for the
regular ballot, voted by thebasebal |
writers. Instead, his case would be
turned over totheveterans commit-
tee, which includes hall members
and historians.

Thethinking isthe sportswriters
will be more sympathetic, though
you couldn’ttell that by reading the
columnsthisweek.

Hissupportersargue simply that
Pete Rose deservesto bein the hall
because of hisaccomplishments.

His detractors say he needs to
come to terms with his gambling
addiction and with thetruth, some-
thingthat seemstobehardfor Rose.

In hisbook, hereportedly admits
gambling while he managed the
Cincinnati Reds, but not asaplayer.
He claims he never bet from the
clubhouseand never bet against his
ownteam.

But those who know theinvesti-
gation say otherwise. Fellow play-
ers say he did place bets from the
clubhouse. Former Commissioner
Fay Vincent, who helped conduct
theinvestigation, saysRosehasnot
yet comeclean.

truth,” Vincent said, “and he’ sonly
told half of it.... Theshameof itis
what a great ballplayer Pete Rose
was, but what a miserable human
beingheis. | readtheexcerptsof this
book and | don’tthink many people
aregoingtobuy it.

“Thereare no heroesin this Pete
Rosestory. It’ slikelooking under a
rock, and seeing nothing but mag-
gots.”

Many hall members and veteran
players agree with Vincent. “ Pete
Roseishistory,” pitcher Bob Feller
isreported assaying.

SoRoseislikely toremainonthe
shortlist (19 players) declared” per-
manently ineligible” by profes-
sional baseball.

He' s not in bad company there.
Shoeless Joe Simpson, star of the
Black Sox team, hada.356lifetime
batting average, but he can’'t bein
thehall. Landisbanned him.

Not evenaKevin Costner movie
“Field of Dreams’ could rehabili-
tate Simpson’ sfallen star.

Some day, they’ [l makeamovie
about Charlie Hustle, but it’ll be
hard to makehim ahero.
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AS ThE NEW
LEGISLATIVE SESSION BEGING
LET ME ASURE YOU,
MY FELLOW KANSANS,
THERE 15 NOTHING TO FEAR
ouT FZZ/? ITSELF,

IM FEAR
ITGELF

B4 Wb

Torssa Chpmau- ourual,

She'sjud gettingyounger

| might grow older, but I’ mkick-
ingandfighting it all theway.

Every miracle cure for wrinkles
findsitsway intomy medicinecabi-
net. I ve started a savings account
for my “eyejob”, and | still refuse
towear sensibleshoes. It’ sgoodthat
I’m married to an older man.

Jim will turn 60 the middle of
March. Why dowesay “turn (fill in
theage)” ?Milk turns. Sodoesfruit.
Wesay we've“turned” aparticular
age, then after acertain point it be-
comes, “wemadeit” to 70 or 80.

Anyway, Jimisfast approaching
this milestone and Jennifer and |
have been discussing how to mark
theoccasion. Thenitdawnedonme
— we will bein Mexico over his
birthday. It will be our third trip to
Juarez inthree months.

Rather fitting though, | think. A
lot of people think 60 isthe begin-
ning of the downhill slide.

And hewill be going full-steam,
doing something heloves.

Jim can still work circlesaround
men half hisage. Plushehasthead-
vantageof having already madehis
mistakes, sonow hedoesn’t haveto
waste time fixing them. He may be
alittled ower“ snapping back” from

N Author recallsBattleof t

TotheEditor:

Most of usdefinean anniversary
asthedateonwhich someevent oc-
curredinanearlieryear. Most anni-
versaries are happy occasions —
such as birthdays, weddings or
graduations— that weall ook for-
wardtocelebratingwithfamily and
friends.

Some— not so happy — wewill
never forget.

It iswith aheavy heart that | re-
live the events of one such. Just 59
yearsagotoday, Jan. 7, 1945, | was
woundedinactionduringtheBattle
of the Bulge near Milmount, Bel-
gium. Thisisone of those defining
momentsintimethat | will carry to
my grave.

| joined the 17th Airborne Divi-
sion (Co. B 194th Glider Infantry)
inMay 1943 asasecond lieutenant.
After training for 18 months, we
shipped over to England in August
1944,

Inlate December 1944, the divi-
sionwasmoved acrossthe Channel
to be committed to the Battle of the
Bulge. InlateDecember, wemoved
up to the front. In early January
1945, our company wasinareserve
position. Theweather wasterrible.
There was about eight inches of
snow on the ground and the tem-
peraturewasinthemid 20s.

On the morning of Jan. 7, we
crossedtheLineof Departureonour
first combat attack. The results of
thiswerehorrific. Of thenearly 180
meninthebattle, only 20remained.
Less than one-half of the enlisted
casualties were due to battle
wounds. The mgjor culprit wasthe
cold. Frostbite and frozen extremi-
tiestook their toll.

We started the attack about day-
light. Lt. Ed Thayer’s platoon and
my platoon werethe lead units. Lt.
(TheMouse) Wright led theWeap-
onsPlatoon. By 10a.m., theforward
movement was stopped by a Ger-
man tank some 300 yards to our
front.

Lt. Thayer had beenwoundedand
we had about 10 menkilled. Dueto
the cold weather, our radioswould
not work. Lt. John Jennings, our
company executiveofficer, was600
yardsbehind usbut notinradiocon-
tact. Wright and | decided that one
of us had to run back up the hill to
get some help. Lt. Wright did not
wanttogosol volunteered. | toldthe
crewtowatchmeandif | fell anddid
not get up to send another.

My run back up the hill was not
pleasant. | wouldrunabout 10yards
then hit the ground. The machine
gun bullets from the German tank
werefalling all around and kicking
up the snow. My run was success-
ful. | found Lt. Jennings.

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

afull day’ swork (and heknowsno
other kind of day except afull one),
but after a night’s rest, he’sright
back onthejob.

—ob—

Taylor celebrated her fifth birth-
day thisweek and Alex will benine
inafew days. They arethefirsttwo
grandchildrentoreaptherewardsof
our new attitude towards birthday
presents: savings bonds. Y es, sav-
ings bonds. No, they’ re not too ex-
citing. No batteries. No moving
parts. Just alittlepieceof paper that
their parentswill immediately con-
fiscate, put in a safe place and de-
clare, “You'll appreciatethiswhen
you get older.”

Even Angelia, at the advanced
ageof 12, will appreciateitinafew
yearswhenthoselittlepiecesof pa-

per suddenly become several hun-
dreddollarsthat canbeusedfor col-
lege, acar, ahouse, evenawedding.

Besides, waiting for a savings
bondtomatureisagood exercisein
patience. Sevenyearsisalongtime.

4 ] )
FromtheBible
\_ J

Therefore if thine enemy
hunger, feed him; if hethirst,
givehimdrink: forinsodoing
thou shalt heap coal sof fireon
hishead. Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome evil with
good. Romans 12: 20, 21

neBulge

( L etter stotheEditor

Atthecrest of thehill, possibly 15
yardsbehindasmall beet pile, | was
explainingtoJenningsour situation.
| was prone on the ground and
Jennings, somethreefeet away, was
upononeknee. | kepttellinghimto
“get down”. A few momentslater a
mortar round exploded about 10
yardsin front of us. Jennings was
killed and | waswounded.

Theirony of thisstory isthat Lt.
Wright was killed that night at
nearly thesamespot wherel had | eft
him that morning. Lt. Jenningshad
two small sons, ages5and 7, as |
recall. Lt. Wright and | were both
bachelors.

My question, that only the good
Lord can answer, is“Why was Lt.
Townsend spared that fateful day
and Lt. Jennings and Lt. Wright
takenaway?’ | amsurethat wehave
all asked ourselves at one time or
another, “What if?’

My story of “Just A Moment in
Time” isjust one of the many rea-
sons that | am so proud to be an
American. | have done nothing
moreor nothinglessthanyouor any
other Americanwouldhavedonein
the samesituation.

Whilel am eternally grateful for
beingspared onthat fateful day, | am
especialy thankful for another an-

niversary on Jan. 7, 2002.

Onthat datel completed my 39th
radiationtreatment for prostatecan-
cer. Subsequent tests indicate the
treatment wassuccessful. OnJan. 7,
1945, | was wounded at about 11
am. On Jan. 7, 2002, at about 11
am., | completed my last radiation
treatment. At thecompl etion of my
treatment, the Georgetown Univer-
sity Hospital radiation staff pre-
sented me with a very nice certifi-
cate. Now you know why Jan. 7 is
soimportant to me.

Needlesstosay, | havebeenonan
emotional roller coaster thepast few
days. | havebeenintouchwith sev-
eral members of my unit who were
withmeonthat fateful day some59
years ago. We have relived those
very painful details many times. If
my communications and actions
seemabiterratic, pleaseforgiveme.

My plans for tonight are very
simple. 1 will say aspecial prayer for
those who paid the supreme price
and for those who survived. | then
will haveagood cry and attempt to
go to sleep. Good night and Goo
BlessAmerical.

Ret. Col. Del Townsenc

A proud and grateful American
ExonHill, Md.

1938 Oberlin graduate

Woman thankscommunity

TotheEditor:

| receivedthegenerouscheck that
wascollected for mebecauseof my
burned house. How can | beginto
thank you?ltwasfor $3,181, andthe
Lutheran Thrivent Financial had
matched $1,190 of it.

| didn’t know that many people

knew who | was, and at such ahard

timeof year tobegivingaway extre

money.

Many thanksand may weall have
agood new year.

MillieLippelmann

Oberlin

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Kansas: Thersa Pope, Dee
Lewis, Hoxie; William Carter,
ElmoinBailey, FrancisWilliamson,
Pat McKenna, June Vavroch, Paul
and Kathy Nauer, Eugene Mrstik,
Jim Mader, Mary Votapka,
Jennings; Raythel Reuber, Albert
Kastens, Ludell; Robert B. Kelley,
Marquette; Mrs. Daughn Avery,
Raymond Thiele, IvaGayle Craig,
Prairie Land Electric, Helen
Keiswetter, Don Vollertsen, Dor-
othy Keever, Marlin Harold,

Norton; J.B. Gilbert, NWKS Sub-
stance Abuse, NWK'S Groundwar
ter, Colby; Chris Gardiner, Pratt;
Dan Juenemann, Donald Wasson,
David Juenemann, Gerald Dellere,
Brent Phillips, Anita Mumm, Flo-
renceZodrow, D.J. Ashley, Selden;
Charles Hargett, Greg Marintzer,
Herndon; Wilmer Michel, Hays;
Jason Williby, Shawnee; Triste
Ploussard, Emporia; Robert
Spresser, ElsieLeaBryan, Mrs. Ron
Fikan, Atwood; Robert Fink,
Wamego; Kenneth Price, Lee
Arnold, Clayton; LeslieMarcuson,
Topeka; FredaM organ, Oskal oosa.



