Girls
down
Norton

The Decatur Community High
girls had a tough time with the
Norton BlueJaysTuesday, but they
won in overtime 55-52 to thrill the
home crowd," then turned around
and downed the Atwood Buffa oes
60-48in Atwood.

On Tuesday the Lady Devils
started out behind asthe Blue Jays
outscored them 8-12 in the first
quarter and 13-11 in the second to
takea25-19 Nortonlead at thehalf.

Inthethird quarter, however, the
Oberlin started edging forward,
outscoring Norton 10-9. In the
fourth quarter, thegirlsin red went
ahead, outscoringthebluebirds17-
9 to take athree point, 46-43, lead
with three secondsto go.

Atthegun, Whitney Newell must
have had aprayer on her lipsasshe
heaved the ball towardsthe Norton
basket. Her “Hail Mary” toss
swooshedright throughand Norton
tiedthegameat 46.

The Oberlin boys team, which
was getting ready to takethe court,
edged back to the doorsasthegirls
went into overtime.

Despite another three-pointer by
Newell, theBlueJayscouldn’'tkeep
fromfouling andthefoul sandturn-
overs cost them the game. Rena
Unger put inthree out of six, Abby
Reamsunk twoout of twoand Kelsy
Dorshorst dropped one out of four
for six charity shotsanda55-52vic-
tory. The Blue Jays had 34 turn-
overs, 23 of theminthesecond half.

“Thegirlsplayed extremely hard
after thefirst quarter,” Coach Paul
Nepodal said. “Itwasagoodwinfor
Oberlin and for our girls. They
scored thisonewith hard work and
believing in each other.”

Scoring were Unger, 14; Jamie
Elwood, 12includingapair of three-
pointers; Ream, 8; Kaitlyn Stapp, 7;
Dorshorst, 6; and LaurenFortinand
Kerrie Olson, 4 each.

Leading rebounders were
Dorshorst, 11, and Unger, ten.

On Friday the girls took their
record to 6-2 with a 60-48 league
victory over Atwood.

This time there was no bad first
quarter asthel ady Devil soutscored
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LOOKING FOR AN OPEN PLAYER, Rena Unger
dribbled the ball on Tuesday asthe Oberlin Lady Red Devils
downed the Norton Blue Jaysin an overtimegame.

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

theBuffaloes12-10inthefirst. The
Buffal oes came back in the second
tooutscore Oberlin 13-11 totiethe
gameat 23-all atthehalf. Inthethird
quarter theDevilswereabletoedge
the Buffaloes17-16.

Inthefourth quarter, Oberlin shut
down the home team allowing the
Buffaloesto only score threefield
goals and four out of nine charity
shots. While Atwood wasscoring 9
points, Oberlinwas hitting 20 with
six field goals and eight out of 13
freethrows.

“This win finishes off a good
week for our program,” Coach
Nepodal said. “A winontheroadis
always good, but especially at
Atwood, which is always a tough

placetoplay.

“Nextweek doesn’tget any easier
as we play two of our toughest
games against Hoxie and Quinter,
sowewill havetopick it upanotch
to compete.”

OnTuesday thegirlsweretoplay
Hoxie at home and on Friday they
will travel to Quinter for a6:30p.m.
start.

Scoring against Atwood were
Ream, 14includingtwothree-point-
ers, Elwood, 13 including athree
pointer; Stapp and Fortin, 9 each;
Dorshorst and Unger, 6 each; and
Olson, 3.

Unger wastheleading rebounder
with seven while Elwood had six.
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Devilscrush Atwood
In 72-30runaway victory

After atough outing on Tuesday
the Decatur Community Highboys
basketbal | team headed for Atwood
and turned the Buffal oes into buf-
faloburgerswitha72-30victory.

Atwood isaleague school sothe
victory was especially sweet for
Coach Dick Ahlberg sRed Devils.

“We shot the ball tonight,” he
said. “ Matt Mondero madeeight of
10 shotsand Chase M cKittrick had
fivethree-point shots.”

The Devils started off tough,
outshooting the Buffaloes 18-9in
thefirst quarter and 22-5inthe sec-
ondforahuge40-14lead at thehalf.

Afterthebreak those Devilsfrom
Oberlindidn’t let up on thereeling
Buffaloes. Oberlin outscored At-
wood 24-12 inthethird quarter and
8-4inthefourth.

TheRed Devil soutreboundedthe
home team 27-16 and had only 10
turnoverswhile Atwood had 14.

Oberlin got to use many of its
younger playerssomost of theteam
had achanceto contribute.

The Buffaloes had only one
playerindoublefigureswhileOber-
lin had four out of its eight scorers
indoubledigits.

“That's good balance,” Coach
Ahlberg said.

Scoring were Egan Grafel, 21;
Matt Mondero, 17; Chase Mc-
Kittrick, 15; LanceFortin, 10; Jason
Thomas, 3; and Chase Juenemann,
Andy Anderson and Josh Fortin, 2
each.

Grafel led inrebounding with 12
followedby L. Fortinand Mondero,
four each; Jesse Juenemann, three;

C. Juenemann, two; and Anderson
and Andy Inman, oneeach.

L. Fortinled theassistswith four
followed by C. Juenemann, Mc-
Kittrick and Grafel, threeeach, and
J. Juenemann and Mondero, one
each.

L. Fortinasoledthethieveswith
three steals while C. Juenemann,
Grafd andMonderohadapair each,
andJ. Juenemannand Andersonhag
oneapiece.

Coach Ahlberg warned against
overconfidence, however, asOber-
linhastotakeon Hoxieand Quinter
this week. Both are tough teams,
Coach Ahlberg said.

On Tuesday the Hoxie Indians
wereto bein Oberlinand on Friday
the Devilstravel to Quinter to take
ontheBulldogsat about 8 p.m.

Class3A champion Norton
overcomesOberlin boysteam

Norton won the Class 3A state
basketball tournament last year, and
despite the loss of four starters,
Oberlin fans couldn’t see much
changeon Tuesday astheBlueJays
downed the hometeam 61-35.

The Decatur Community High
boys entered the contest witha5-1
record, losingonly toOakleyintheir
first outing.

Nortoncameintothecontestwith
a4-1record, but theclosenessof the
recordsdidn’t makeany difference
on Tuesday.

“Norton played a nice, solid
game,” Oberlin Coach Dick Ahl-
bergsaid.“ Their defensetook usout
of our offense. Wereally passedthe
ball poorly.”

TheNorton defensekept Oberlin
playersat bay andallowedonly four
Red Devilsto score. Egan Grafel,
Oberlin’ sbigman, wastheonly one
tohitindoubledigits.

Matt Mondero, whousually does
well for the Devils, washeld tojust
four baskets.

In thefirst quarter Mondero and
Grafel each got apair of basketsfor
4 points each while Norton put in

Wagner Ford/Mercury
6 x 10 1/2
oh/adv
Ad sent to GDN

four basketsand hit five out of five
atthecharity linetotakeal3-8lead.

Inthesecond quarter, itwaseven
worseasGrafel’ spair of basketsand
threefreethrowsweretheonly scor-
ing Oberlin had.

Norton had four men hit to out-
scorethe Red Devils 15-7 for a28-
15lead at the half.

The third quarter was better for
Oberlin, aseachteamscored 15and
the Devils had four men hitting the
basket.

The fourth period was amost a
replay of the second, however, as
Grafel hit onebasket andthreechar-
ity shotsfor theonly 5 points Ober-
linput up against 18 for Norton.

Scoring for Oberlinwere Grafel,

21; Mondero, 8; and Lance Fortin
and Chase McKittrick, 3 each.

Grafel also led in rebounds with
11, followed by Mondero, seven;
Andy Anderson, five; Fortin, three;
Chase Juenemann and McKittrick,
two each; and Jesse Juenemann and
Andy Inman, oneeach.

Mondero had three assists whil e
Juenemannand Grafel had two each
and McKittrick, one.

Fortin had two steals and Grafel
and Mondero took away one each.

Each team had 24 rebounds but
Oberlin’s old bugaboo showed up
again when the Devilshad 24 turn-
overstoNorton's14.

Holdregeplanstour nament

The10thannual HoldregeBecton
Dickinson Y outh Basketball Tour-
namentfor girlsandboysinfifthand
sixthgradeswill be Friday and Sat-
urday, March5and 6.

For seventh and eighth graders,
the tournament will be Friday and

Saturday, March 19 and 20.
Theentry feeis$60, which guar-
antees three games and medal s for
thefirst three places.
For more information call Tom
Ridenour at (308) 995-4600.



