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Schools ask for increase in local taxes

IN THE LEFT EAR of this animal at the Decatur County
Feed Yard is a small flat yellow dot. That is the electronic

tag that is used to keep track of the vaccines received and
weight gained. — Herald staff photo by Kimberly  Brandt

Electronic tags allow cattle to be tracked

Evaluation shows
ways to save cash
for schools here

School board
meets tonight

Baby
boy wins
prizes

WITH THEIR SON Garrett Leighton in between them,  Mark and Michelle Carter rested
on the couch of their hospital room. Garrett was the first baby born in 2004 and the first in the
Carter family.           — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Former governor
explains plans
to improve fishing

SECRETARY Mike Hayden
talked with around 60 people
last Tuesday about water.

(See BOARD on Page 12)

(See TAXES on Page 12)

School roundup
By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin School Board ap-
proved raising the district’s local
option budget to 25 percent of the
total general fund, which is the high-
est it can go under state law.

Last year, the board asked for a 5
percent increase which brought the
local option budget up to 18.11 per-
cent of the general fund. Voters filed
a petition, and there was a special
election on the increase,  which
passed. The district had to pay
$2,577 for the election.

The 5 percent increase is only
good for five years. The resolution
the board passed Monday night was
for a continuous and permanent au-
thority, allowing the board to levy

up to 25 percent each year.
That doesn’t meant that the board

has to levy 25 percent each year, said

Superintendent Kelly Glodt. If the
district only needs 13 percent, then
the board would only levy that

amount.
The local option budget comes

from a property tax levy paid by the
taxpayers in the district.

Mr. Glodt said he thought the
board absolutely owed it to the
teachers and staff to ask for the full
amount. The district faces the need
to cut as many as nine teachers if the
increase is not approved.

The superintendent  said if the
resolution isn’t petitioned, then the
board will ask for 25 percent for next
year, but it doesn’t have to stay at
that level forever. He said the in-
crease would generate about
$180,000 a year.

Mr. Glodt said in a normal year,
the increase would boost the

district’s property tax levy about 6.9
mills. Mr. Glodt said he doesn’t
know what the levy will increase to
next year.

If the district can increase the lo-
cal option budget to 25 percent, he
said, the board may only need to re-
duce the staff by five teachers, in-
stead of nine.

Board President Chris Bailey said
increasing the local option budget is
a tough decision in the face of the
continuing drought and slow
economy.

“Let’s face it,” he said. “It is dry
out there, but this is something that
needs to be done.”

Board Member Barb Olson said
she thought the community needed

to make this decision.
District taxpayers have 30 days

from publication of the board’s
resolution to protest the increase.  A
petition would have to be signed by
at least 5 percent of the qualified
voters in the district, about 100 sig-
natures.

Board Member Dewayne Jack-
son said he feels good about asking
for the increase. He said people will
let them know one way or another
how they feel about it.

Should the district wait and see if
anyone starts a petition before
scheduling public meetings on the
increase? Mr. Glodt asked, or
should it be done now? Board Mem-

At its meeting last Monday night,
the Oberlin School Board:

• Approved a resolution to increase
the local option budget to 25 percent
of the total general fund, increasing
property taxes for next year. Story to
left..

• Met behind closed doors for an
hour and 20 minutes to talk about
personnel. The board didn’t make any

decisions. Story to come.
• Received a special education

audit, which said the district could
probably cut one full time teacher or
could have all the teachers and para-
professionals  hired by the Northwest
Kansas Educational Service Center
and then have them work in the dis-
trict. Story below.

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
A representative from the North-

west Kansas Educational Service
Center told the Oberlin School
Board last Monday night that the
district could save some money by
cutting back on its special education
program.

The representative said the dis-
trict could cut one full time special
education teacher or it could save
money by having all those teachers
and aides provided by the service
center.

The district has 11 aides and four
certified teachers in the special edu-
cation program, which serves stu-
dents with any special needs.

Months ago, Superintendent
Kelly Glodt asked the service cen-
ter to do an audit on the special edu-
cation program. Since then, Kathy
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer has been
working on the information.

Monday night, Ms. Kersenborck-
Ostmeyer said if the district wanted
to go to bare bones in special edu-
cation, they could cut around two
teachers, but one of those would
have to be replaced by someone still
in the district.

In this area of the state, she said,
districts do a good job and provide
the best in special education. She
said she isn’t really ready to go to the
bare bones, but the district could cut
one full time teacher and everything
would still work.

The aides’ load is pretty much
right on track, said Ms.
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer. She said
she doesn’t see any places where
they can be cut.

Ms. Kersenborck-Ostmeyer said
the only way to do the audit was to
look at what the district has this year
and then look at the numbers.

She said if the district goes
through the service center, rather
than hiring its own teachers, it would
save the district around $25,000.
She said aides hired through the cen-

ter don’t have insurance.
For the certified staff, she said,

she looked at what the district pays
and plugged the numbers into the
salary schedule. If the district would
have been with the center this year,
it would have cost around $53,977
for teachers, and instead it was
$87,490.

The pay scale is a little lower at the
center, she said.

Some of the money the center gets
is paid from federal money, she said,
and it pays for a lot of the base-level
programs.

Mr. Glodt said if the board consid-
ers going with the service center,
then the aides would not have health
insurance. The district would termi-
nate their jobs as part of its reduction
in force.

Ms. Kersenborck-Ostmeyer said
the people would then have to apply
for jobs, but the center works closely
with the districts and they try to hire
the people who have been working
with the district and who know the

The Oberlin School Board
will hold a special meeting at
7:30 p.m. tonight at the district
office to act on personnel and
resignations.

There is a closed session
scheduled for negotiations for
2004-2005 so the board can get
a letter of intent out to teachers
before the beginning of next
month. This is done every year.

There will also be a discus-
sion on meal prices. There may
be action on increasing the
prices.

The board meeting is open to
the public.

Twelve days into 2004, a boy born
at the Decatur County Hospital be-
came the county’s New Year’s
Baby.

Garrett Leighton Carter was born
at 9:45 p.m. last Monday, Jan. 12.
His mother had labor induced that
morning. He weighed 7 pounds, 8
ounces and was 18 3/4 inches long
at birth.

Garrett is the first child for Mark
and Michelle Carter of Jennings.
Mrs. Carter said having a son was a
surprise, since they hadn’t found out
what the sex of the baby was in ad-
vance.

Mr. Carter is a farmer near
Jennings and his wife works at the
hospital in Phillipsburg.

Mrs. Carter’s parents are Pat
Mahan of Kingman and Woody
Fowler of Texas. Mr. Carter’s par-
ents are Lawrence and Carol Carter
of Dresden. Garrett’s great-grand-
parents include Anna Fowler of
Tulsa, Helen Lamb of Kingman, and
Naomi Carter and Agnes
Wahlmeier of Jennings.

The Carter family has 60 days to
claim prizes at area businesses for
Garrett. Those include a $25 gift cer-
tificate from Addleman Drug Store,
a special gift from Ray Jewelry, a
photo album from Custom Trophy
and Engraving, a $25 savings bond

from First National Bank, a gift from
Fredrickson Insurance Agency, a
case of baby food from Raye’s Gro-
cery, a gift certificate from the
Dresser, a pizza for two from Pizza
Hut, $10 gift certificates from
Stanley Hardware, Ward Drug

Store and McCook’s Ben Franklin
Store and a year’s subscription from
The Oberlin Herald.

KFNF and American Family In-
surance offer their best wishes to the
new family as sponsors for the con-
test.

(See CATTLE on Page 12)

(See MAN on Page 12)

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
A small electronic tag sticks out

of the top of the ear on every cow
or steer at the Decatur County Feed
Yard.

The device — small, round and
flat — isn’t noticeable unless
someone points it out. The tag al-
lows feed yard employees to mea-
sure everything about that particu-
lar animal and store it in the com-
puter from the time the animal en-
ters the gates at the yard north of
Oberlin to when the ear is chopped
off at the packing plant.

The feed yard started the elec-
tronic tag program in 1994, said
Warren Weibert, owner and gen-

eral manager of the yard. The idea,
was to give the ranchers the oppor-
tunity to follow their cattle through
the feed lot to the packing house
and to capture as much value as
possible.

The feed yard here and another
one pioneered the program. The
other feed yard isn’t doing the pro-
gram anymore, Mr. Weibert said,
but the Decatur County Feed Yard
has kept it up. Use of electronic tags
on cattle is growing in popularity,
he said, but the yard here still has
the most sophisticated system in
the United States for tracking ani-
mals and performance.

He said most of the cattle have

three tags in their ears. The first one
is placed by the original owner.
That is a number the rancher gave
that animal so it could be identi-
fied. That tag is quite visible, hang-
ing from the inside of the ear.

Mr. Weibert said most ranchers
put the id tags in the animals’ ears
when they are born, but  the feed
lot has a group of cattle from a large
ranch in Florida that don’t have the
origin tags.

On the other ear is a colored tag
placed by employees at the feed
yard. That tag has two numbers on
it. The top one shows what year the
animal was brought to the feed
yard and what group it was in. For

example the number 4002 means
it entered the yard in the second
group of 2004.

The bottom number on that tag
is a unique number, said Mr.
Weibert; no other animal has it.

The third tag is the electronic
one.

Mr. Weibert said there are times
when an animal rips out one of the
numbered tags. Then employees
can read the electronic tag and
know which animal it is.

Each of the cattle at the feed
yard gets an electronic tag placed
in its ear the first day at the barn.
Each animal is seen two more

By KIMBERLY BRANDT
The secretary of the Kansas De-

partment of Wildlife and Parks told
an Oberlin crowd last week about
plans to improve fishing and recre-
ation at Sebelius Reservoir near
Norton by leasing irrigation rights
to keep the lake level up.

Secretary Mike Hayden, an At-
wood native who has served as gov-
ernor and as speaker of the Kansas
House of Representatives, has held
the wildlife job for two years now,
making the transition from Gov. Bill
Graves to Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

“There have been some tremen-
dously exciting things in natural re-
sources happening in Kansas,” he
told about 60 people at The Gateway
last Wednesday night.

In this part of the country, he said,
it seems people sometimes take
natural resources for granted.
People here are close to the land and
see the wildlife, he said, but changes
to natural resources take place
slowly, and people don’t look at the
long term.

The secretary said he is looking at
the long term of natural resources,
mainly water, in the state.
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(Continued from Page 1A)
kids. There are pros and cons of go-
ing with the center, said Mr. Glodt.
For one thing, the district would
have less control.

Board Member Dewayne Jack-
son said it looks like if the district
hires the employees, then it is like
losing federal money.

That’s true, said Ms.
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer, but the dis-
trict isn’t eligible for it anyway.

High School Principal Charles
Haag asked if the center has an abun-
dance of people who apply for
paraprofessional positions. Ms.
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer said some-
times there are slimmer pickings

than others. She said they try to hire
aides here. In some instances, she
said, they have to travel or people
will have to be moved around until
all the positions can be filled.

Mr. Glodt said there was no inten-
tion for a decision to be made that
night. This is a decision the board
can make in the future, he said,.

One thing to look at, he said, is that
any special education staff cut
would only be like cutting half of a
regular teacher because the district
gets reimbursed from the state for
special education based on a for-
mula done each year.

The board didn’t make any deci-
sions.

(Continued from Page 1A)
He is working on three projects to

protect water including a contract to
lease water from the Almena Irriga-
tion District, which will help keep
the level up in the Norton Reservoir;
to purchasing the Circle K Ranch
near Larned and retire the water
rights which will be bought with it
and make the land a public hunting
area; and to use land in Topeka
which is expected to be donated to
the state by the Menninger Founda-
tion as a public park with waterfront
access to the Kansas River.

Norton Reservoir, he said, was
built as a place for recreation and
irrigation. Irrigators  have the right
to pull so much water out of the lake
each year.

Gradually, said Mr. Hayden, the
lake has started to go down. In many
years, the lake has been so low that
it couldn’t be used for irrigation and
the recreational uses were lost.

During those early dry years,
many irrigators put down wells.
Then the wet years of 1993 and 1995
refilled the lake.

After almost 30 years, the lake
was finally back to the level it had
been in the 1960s, he said.

For about four or five years after
that, there were tremendous recre-
ational and economic use opportu-
nities at the lake.

Then the area entered the latest
drought. The lake is now about eight
feet above dead pool, he said. When
it gets to dead pool, no water will be
able to be drawn off of it.

If those eight feet of water are
drawn off the lake, said Mr. Hayden,
there will be no recreational value.
The boat docks won’t be usable and
the state park will be farther from the
water.

What has happened, he said, is the
area is over appropriated — that is

there are more water rights out there
than there is water available.

Mr. Hayden said they have to find
a balance between what is taken out
of the lake and the amount of water
that is recharged. The long-term
solution is to retire enough water
rights to irrigate 1,000 to 1,200
acres.

He said the state is proposing to
lease the Almena Irrigation District
water rights for $120,000 a year for
the next two years.

Mr. Hayden said the money is in
the budget although if the agreement
works as planned, it will have to be
approved by the Legislature.

Hopefully, he said, this will lead
to the buying of water rights in other
areas.

Mr. Hayden said the state would
also like to purchase the Circle K
Ranch and its water rights, which are
owned by the City of Hays.

Mr. Hayden said there is a pro-
posal to buy the land and then the
state will retire the water rights. The
land along the Arkansas River, he
said, will make a great place for pub-
lic hunting.

The state hasn’t done something
like this since Cheyenne Bottoms, in
Great Bend, the secretary said.

Hays purchased the land hoping
to run a pipeline to town for munici-
pal water. However, the proposal
never worked out. Mr. Hayden said
his department is working to con-
vince the cities of Hays and Russell
to build a reverse osmosis system off
of Wilson Reservoir. The water is
close to both cities but it is too salty
to use for municipal water.

The federal government, said Mr.
Hayden, will reimburse the state on
a purchase like this for public hunt-
ing up to 75 percent.

The last project Mr. Hayden
talked about was a new state park his

A SIGN from years ago was brought to the public meeting
last Tuesday by Bruce Wendelin from Herndon. The sign was
put on display outside the theater at The Gateway.

        — Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

times in the barn where the tag
comes into play.

The barn has a machine that reads
the tags. Mr. Weibert said employ-
ees can then give medicine or track
weight and enter it in under that tag
number. Mr. Weibert said they can
follow the medicine given to sick or
ailing cattle, see what effect the
medicine has on the gain ability and
profitability of that animal.

He said the tags play a part in
safety issues, too. Whenever cattle
are to be shipped, he said, the yard
gets a list of the ones that can’t be
moved because they have received
medicine within a certain time.

Mr. Weibert said he has always
felt that food safety is an issue. The
more information a rancher keeps
about the vaccinations and food the
cattle has had, he said, the better. All
of this is to maintain food safety for
the consumer.

He said the numbers and the elec-
tronic tags make it possible to track
the cattle back to their origin.

Despite the recent scare of mad
cow disease in Washington, Mr.
Weibert said, they have never had a
case at the feed yard here. Most
cattle at the yard are shipped to pack-
ing houses when they are less than
24 months old, he said, and the dis-
ease doesn’t show up in a cow until
it is around 6 years old. The disease
isn’t transmittable from animal to
animal, he added.

The feed yard owns 30,000 of the
tags. They are reused once they are
cut out of the ear at the packing plant.
The tags are then sanitized and ready
for use in another animal.

* Taxes will increase
     with resolution vote

(Continued from Page 1A)
ber Jeanie Martin said she thought
people were misinformed the first
time and some didn’t understand
they were signing a petition and that
the district would have to pay for the
election. She said they should start

informing the people now.
The board agreed to have two

public meetings, the first at 7:30
p.m. on Monday at the high school
cafeteria. The second meeting will
be at 7 p.m. next Wednesday at the
Norcatur city offices.

department is working on in To-
peka. When the Menninger Founda-
tion moved to Texas last year, they
left behind a 90 acre parcel next to
Cedar Crest, the governor’s man-
sion, and a frontage to the Kansas
River. Mr. Hayden said he asked for
money in the budget to start the park.

“Even in these tight budget
times,” said Mr. Hayden, “we do
have some exciting things happen-
ing.”

Gary Anderson from Oberlin,
asked Mr. Hayden if the state has
any vision for Sappa Park, which
used to include a lake just outside of
the city limits.

Mr. Hayden said he has thought
about it a lot, especially after the lake
in Atwood was brought back to life.
He said in Atwood, they had to try
two to three times to pass a bond is-
sue to fix the lake. Today it is very
low because of the drought and there
is very little stream flow.

Lake Atwood and Sappa Lake,
both built during the depression,
suffered the same fate from silt and
low water levels, he said.

Mr. Hayden said one option is
creating a wetland. Even if the silt
in the lake was removed, he said,
there is very little likelihood of get-
ting enough water in the creek to
sustain anything.

Mr. Hayden said Liberal uses
storm runoff and sewer water and
runs it through several wet lands and
then has three lakes set up with the
water that are used for recreation.

Another man asked if Oberlin
would need the same kind of water
right to impound or pump water into
the lake bed. Mr. Hayden said it is

the same process to get the water
rights whether it is pumped or not.

181 S. Penn, Oberlin, Kansas 67749  785-475-2111
Carolyn S. Burtis, Owner/Broker

Gary Richards 475-8324 Jack Metcalf    475-2198
Jeanette Krizek  678-8102 Gene Leitner    475-2733
LaVern Burtis 475-3859 Duane McEwen  877-3032

R.J. METCALF REAL ESTATE

105 S YORK
This bungalow has a full
basement, fenced yard and
all appliances included.

704 E Commercial
Newly remodeled interior
and exterior! 4 bdrm/2 bath

New Listing! 107 N. York
This home has over 1200
sq/ ft. Large garage. Teens

109 N Marks
This 2 bedroom home sits
on a corner lot and has
metal siding.

605 N Wilson
3 bedroom, 2 bath with full
basement and 2 car garage.

602 N Wilson
Take a look at this family
home with 5 bedrooms!
Nice corner lot.

606 N Cass
Here is a 4 bedroom/2 bath
with central H/A. Deck

Reduced in price!
2 bedroom starter home
with full basement.

501 W Commercial
A 3 bedroom home with a
view. 2 car garage

114 S York
This 3 bedroom has a new
furnace and central air.

COMMERCIAL
Main street building with
2500 sq. ft. of retail space.
Excellent location.

Looking for the best of both
worlds? A spacious building
with established business.

Commercial property located
on 2 1/2 acres with living
quarters.

ACREAGES
Bungalow home, outbuildings
and 9 acres.

Call us for information on
additional listings.

Under Contract

Under Contract

Under Contract

SOLD

Under Contract

Give us
a call

about our
Ag Land!

HOMES FOR SALE

He said the city could start buying
water rights.


