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Schoolsask for iIncreasein local taxes

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin School Board ap-
proved raising the district’s local
option budget to 25 percent of the
total generd fund, whichisthehigh-
est it can go under statelaw.

Last year, theboard asked for a5
percent increase which brought the
local option budget upto18.11 per-
cent of thegeneral fund. V otersfiled
a petition, and there was a special
election on the increase, which
passed. The district had to pay
$2,577 for the election.

The 5 percent increase is only
good for fiveyears. Theresolution
theboard passed M onday night was
for acontinuousand permanent au-
thority, allowing the board to levy

At its meeting last Monday night,
the Oberlin School Board:

+ Approvedaresolutiontoincrease
the local option budget to 25 percent
of the total general fund, increasing
property taxes for next year. Story to
left..

* Met behind closed doors for an
hour and 20 minutes to talk about
personnel. The board didn't make any

School roundup

decisions. Story to come.

* Received a special education
audit, which said the district could
probably cut one full time teacher or
could have allthe teachers and para-
professionals hired by the Northwest
Kansas Educational Service Center
and then have them work in the dis-
trict. Story below.

up to 25 percent each year.
That doesn’t meant that theboard
hastolevy 25percent eachyear, said

Evaluation shows
waystosavecash
for schoolshere

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

A representativefromtheNorth-
west Kansas Educational Service
Center told the Oberlin School
Board last Monday night that the
district could save some money by
cuttingback onitsspecia education
program.

The representative said the dis-
trict could cut onefull time special
education teacher or it could save
money by having all thoseteachers
and aides provided by the service
center.

Thedistrict has11 aidesand four
certifiedteachersinthespecial edu-
cation program, which serves stu-
dentswith any special needs.

Months ago, Superintendent
Kelly Glodt asked the service cen-
ter todoanaudit onthespecia edu-
cation program. Since then, Kathy
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer has been
working on theinformation.

Monday night, Ms. Kersenborck-
Ostmeyer saidif thedistrict wanted
to go to bare bones in special edu-
cation, they could cut around two
teachers, but one of those would
haveto bereplaced by someonestill
inthedistrict.

Inthisareaof the state, she said,
districts do agood job and provide
the best in special education. She
saidsheisn’treally ready togotothe
barebones, but thedistrict could cut
onefull timeteacher and everything
would still work.

The aides’ load is pretty much
right on track, said Ms.
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer. She said
she doesn’t see any places where
they can becut.

Ms. Kersenborck-Ostmeyer said
the only way to do the audit wasto
look at what thedistrict hasthisyear
and then look at the numbers.

She said if the district goes
through the service center, rather
thanhiringitsownteachers, itwould
save the district around $25,000.
Shesaidaideshiredthroughthecen-

Baby
boy wins
prizes

Twelvedaysinto 2004, aboy born
at the Decatur County Hospital be-
came the county’s New Year's
Baby.

Garrett L eighton Carter wasborn
at 9:45 p.m. last Monday, Jan. 12.
His mother had labor induced that
morning. He weighed 7 pounds, 8
ounces and was 18 3/4 incheslong
at birth.

Garrett isthefirst child for Mark
and Michelle Carter of Jennings.
Mrs. Carter said havingasonwasa
surprise, sincethey hadn’t found out
what the sex of the baby wasin ad-
vance.

Mr. Carter is a farmer near
Jennings and hiswife works at the
hospital in Phillipsburg.

Mrs. Carter’ s parents are Pat
Mahan of Kingman and Woody
Fowler of Texas. Mr. Carter’ s par-
entsareLawrenceand Carol Carter
of Dresden. Garrett’ s great-grand-
parents include Anna Fowler of
Tulsa, HelenLamb of Kingman, and
Naomi Carter and Agnes
Wahlmeier of Jennings.

School board
meetstonight

The Oberlin School Board
will hold a special meeting at
7:30 p.m. tonight at the district
office to act on personnel and
resignations.

There is a closed session
scheduled for negotiations for
2004-2005 so the board can get
aletter of intent out to teachers
before the beginning of next
month. Thisisdoneevery year.

There will aso be a discus-
sionon meal prices. There may
be action on increasing the
prices.

Theboard meetingisopento
the public.

ter don’t haveinsurance.

For the certified staff, she said,
shelooked at what the district pays
and plugged the numbersinto the
salary schedule. If thedistrict would
have beenwith the center thisyear,
it would have cost around $53,977
for teachers, and instead it was
$87,490.

Thepay scaleisalittlelower atthe
center, shesaid.

Someof themoney thecenter gets
ispaidfromfederal money, shesaid,
andit paysfor alot of thebase-level
programs.

Mr. Glodt saidif theboard consid-
ers going with the service center,
thentheai deswould not havehealth
insurance. Thedistrict wouldtermi-
natetheir jobsaspart of itsreduction
inforce.

Ms. Kersenborck-Ostmeyer said
thepeoplewouldthenhavetoapply
forjobs, but thecenterworksclosely
withthedistrictsandthey try tohire
the peoplewho have been working
with the district and who know the

(SeeBOARD on Page 12)

Superintendent Kelly Glodt. If the
district only needs 13 percent, then
the board would only levy that

amount.

The local option budget comes
fromaproperty tax levy paid by the
taxpayersinthedistrict.

Mr. Glodt said he thought the
board absolutely owed it to the
teachersand staff to ask for thefull
amount. Thedistrict facesthe need
tocut asmany asnineteachersif the
increaseisnot approved.

The superintendent said if the
resolutionisn’t petitioned, then the
boardwill ask for 25 percent for next
year, but it doesn’t have to stay at
that level forever. He said the in-
crease would generate about
$180,000 ayear.

Mr. Glodt said in anormal year,
the increase would boost the

district’ sproperty taxlevy about 6.9
mills. Mr. Glodt said he doesn’t
know what thelevy will increaseto
next year.

If thedistrict canincreasethelo-
cal option budget to 25 percent, he
said, theboard may only needtore-
duce the staff by five teachers, in-
stead of nine.

Board President ChrisBailey said
increasingthelocal optionbudgetis
atough decision in the face of the
continuing drought and slow
economy.

“Let'sfaceit,” hesaid. “Itisdry
out there, but thisis something that
needsto be done.”

Board Member Barb Olson said
shethought the community needed

to makethisdecision.

District taxpayers have 30 days
from publication of the board’ s
resolutiontoprotest theincrease. A
petition would haveto besigned by
at least 5 percent of the qualifiec
votersinthedistrict, about 100 sig-
natures.

Board Member Dewayne Jack-
son said hefeel sgood about asking
fortheincrease. Hesaid peoplewill
let them know one way or another
how they feel about it.

Shouldthedistrict wait and seeif
anyone starts a petition before
scheduling public meetings on the
increase? Mr. Glodt asked, or
shoulditbedonenow?Board Mem:-

(See TAXESonPage 12)
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INTHE LEFT EAR of thisanimal at the Decatur County tag that isused to keep track of the vaccinesreceived an
Feed Yardisasmall flat yellow dot. That isthe electronic  weight gained.

Hectronictagsalow cattletobetracked

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

A small electronictag sticksout
of thetop of the ear on every cow
or steer at the Decatur County Feed
Yard.

Thedevice— small, round and
flat — isn’t noticeable unless
someone pointsit out. Thetag al-
lowsfeedyardemployeestomea-
sureeverything about that particu-
lar animal and storeit inthe com-
puter fromthetimetheanimal en-
tersthe gates at the yard north of
Oberlintowhentheear ischopped
off at the packing plant.

The feed yard started the elec-
tronic tag program in 1994, said
Warren Weibert, owner and gen-

eral manager of theyard. Theidea,
wastogivetherancherstheoppor-
tunity tofollow their cattlethrough
the feed lot to the packing house
and to capture as much value as
possible.

Thefeed yard here and another
one pioneered the program. The
other feedyardisn’tdoingthepro-
gram anymore, Mr. Weibert said,
but theDecatur County Feed Y ard
haskeptit up. Useof electronictags
on cattleisgrowing in popularity,
he said, but the yard here still has
the most sophisticated systemin
the United Statesfor tracking ani-
malsand performance.

He said most of the cattle have

WITH THEIR SON Garrett Leighton in between them, Mark and Michelle Carter rested
onthecouch of their hospital room. Garrett wasthefirst baby bornin 2004 andthefirstinthe
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Carter family.

The Carter family has 60 daysto
claim prizes at area businesses for
Garrett. Thoseincludea$25gift cer-
tificatefrom Addleman Drug Store,
aspecia gift from Ray Jewelry, a
photo album from Custom Trophy
and Engraving, a$25 savingsbond

fromFirst National Bank, agiftfrom
Fredrickson Insurance Agency, a
caseof baby foodfromRaye’ sGro-
cery, a gift certificate from the
Dresser, apizzafor two from Pizza
Hut, $10 gift certificates from
Stanley Hardware, Ward Drug

Store and McCook’ s Ben Franklin
Storeandayear’ ssubscriptionfrom
TheOberlinHerald.

KFNF and American Family In-
suranceoffer their bestwishestothe
new family assponsorsfor the con-
test.

threetagsintheir ears. Thefirstone
is placed by the original owner.
That isanumber therancher gave
that animal so it could be identi-
fied. Thattagisquitevisible, hang-
ing fromtheinside of the ear.

Mr. Weibert said most ranchers
put theidtagsintheanimals ears
when they are born, but the feed
lothasagroupof cattlefromalarge
ranchinFloridathat don’thavethe
origintags.

Ontheother earisacoloredtag
placed by employees at the feed
yard. That tag hastwo numberson
it. Thetop oneshowswhat year the
animal was brought to the feed
yard and what group it wasin. For

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

examplethenumber 4002 means
it entered the yard in the second
group of 2004.

Thebottom number onthat tag
is a unique number, said Mr.
Weibert; no other animal hasit.

Thethird tag is the electronic
one.

Mr.Weibert saidtherearetimes
whenananimal ripsout oneof the
numbered tags. Then employees
can read the electronic tag and
know which animal itis.

Each of the cattle at the feed
yard getsan el ectronic tag placed
initsear thefirst day at the barn.
Each animal is seen two more

(SeeCATTLE On Page 12)

For mer gover nor
explainsplans
toimprovefishing

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The secretary of the Kansas De-
partment of Wildlifeand Parkstold
an Oberlin crowd last week about
plansto improvefishing and recre-
ation at Sebelius Reservoir near
Norton by leasing irrigation rights
tokeepthelakelevel up.

Secretary Mike Hayden, an At-
wood nativewhohasserved asgov-
ernor and as speaker of the Kansas
House of Representatives, hasheld
thewildlifejob for two years now,
makingthetransitionfromGov. Bill
Gravesto Gov. Kathleen Sebelius.

“There have been some tremen-
dously excitingthingsinnatural re-
sources happening in Kansas,” he
toldabout 60 peopleat TheGateway
last Wednesday night.

Inthispart of thecountry, hesaid,
it seems people sometimes take
natural resources for granted.
Peoplehereareclosetothelandand
seethewildlife, hesaid, but changes
to natural resources take place
sowly, and peopledon’tlook at the
long term.

SECRETARY MikeHayder
talked with around 60 people
last Tuesday about water.

Thesecretary saidheislooking at
the long term of natural resources,
mainly water, inthe state.

(SeeMAN on Page 12)
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* Mantalksabout projects
fromNortontoTopeka

(Continued from Page 1A)

Heisworkingonthreeprojectsto
protect water includingacontractto
leasewater fromthe Almenalrriga-
tion District, which will help keep
thelevel upintheNortonReservoir;
to purchasing the Circle K Ranch
near Larned and retire the water
rights which will be bought with it
and maketheland apublic hunting
area; and to use land in Topeka
which is expected to be donated to
the state by the M enninger Founda-
tionasapublicpark withwaterfront
accessto the KansasRiver.

Norton Reservoir, he said, was
built as a place for recreation and
irrigation. Irrigators havetheright
to pull somuchwater out of thelake
eachyear.

Gradually, said Mr. Hayden, the
lakehasstartedtogodown. Inmany
years, thelake hasbeen so low that
itcouldn’tbeusedforirrigationand
the recreational useswerelost.

During those early dry years,
many irrigators put down wells.
Thenthewet yearsof 1993 and 1995
refilled thelake.

After amost 30 years, the lake
was finally back to the level it had
beeninthe 1960s, he said.

For about four or five years after
that, there were tremendous recre-
ational and economic use opportu-
nitiesat thelake.

Then the area entered the latest
drought. Thelakeisnow about eight
feet abovedead pool, hesaid. When
it getstodead pool, nowater will be
ableto be drawn off of it.

If those eight feet of water are
drawn off thelake, seidMr. Hayden,
therewill be no recreational value.
Theboat dockswon’t beusableand
thestatepark will befarther fromthe
water.

What hashappened, hesaid, isthe
areaisover appropriated — that is

therearemorewater rightsout there
thanthereiswater available.

Mr. Haydensaidthey havetofind
abalancebetweenwhat i staken out
of thelake and the amount of water
that is recharged. The long-term
solution is to retire enough water
rights to irrigate 1,000 to 1,200
acres.

He said the state is proposing to
leasethe AlmenalrrigationDistrict
water rightsfor $120,000 ayear for
the next two years.

Mr. Hayden said the money isin
thebudget althoughif theagreement
worksasplanned, it will havetobe
approved by the Legidature.

Hopefully, he said, thiswill lead
tothebuying of water rightsin other
areas.

Mr. Hayden said the state would
also like to purchase the Circle K
Ranchanditswater rights, whichare
owned by the City of Hays.

Mr. Hayden said there is a pro-
posal to buy the land and then the
statewill retirethewater rights. The
land along the Arkansas River, he
said, will makeagreat placefor pub-
lic hunting.

The state hasn’t done something
likethissinceCheyenneBottoms, in
Great Bend, the secretary said.

Hays purchased the land hoping
torunapipelinetotownfor munici-
pal water. However, the proposal
never worked out. Mr. Hayden said
his department is working to con-
vincethecitiesof Haysand Russell
tobuildareverseosmosissystemoff
of Wilson Reservoir. The water is
closetoboth citiesbutitistoo salty
tousefor municipal water.

Thefederal government, saidMr.
Hayden, will reimbursethestateon
apurchaselikethisfor public hunt-
ing up to 75 percent.

The last project Mr. Hayden
talked about wasanew statepark his

* Board discusses
waystosavecash

(Continued from Page 1A)
kids. Thereareprosand consof go-
ing withthe center, said Mr. Glodt.
For one thing, the district would
havelesscontrol.

Board Member Dewayne Jack-
son said it looks like if the district
hires the employees, then it islike
losing federal money.

That's true, said Ms.
Kersenborck-Ostmeyer, butthedis-
trictisn't eligiblefor it anyway.

High School Principal Charles
Haagaskedif thecenter hasanabun-
dance of people who apply for
paraprofessional positions. Ms.
K ersenborck-Ostmeyer said some-
times there are slimmer pickings

thanothers. Shesaidthey try tohire
aides here. In some instances, she
said, they have to travel or people
will haveto be moved around until
all the positions can befilled.

Mr. Glodt saidtherewasnointen-
tion for a decision to be made that
night. Thisis a decision the board
can makeinthefuture, hesaid.,.

Onethingtolook at, hesaid, isthat
any special education staff cut
would only belike cutting half of a
regular teacher because the district
gets reimbursed from the state for
special education based on afor-
muladone each year.

Theboard didn’t make any deci-
sions.

* Taxeswill iIncrease
with resolution vote

(Continued from Page 1A)
ber Jeanie Martin said she thought
people were misinformed the first
time and some didn’t understand
they weresigningapetitionandthat
thedistrict would havetopay forthe
election. She said they should start

Jeanette Krizek 678-8102 Geneleitner 475-2733

LaVern Burtis 475-3859

HOMES FOR SALE

105 S YORK

This bungalow has a full
basement, fenced yard and
all appliances included.
704 E Commercial 606 N Cass
Newly remodeled interior
and exterior! 4 bdrm/2 bath

New Listing! 107 N. York
This home has over 1200
sg/ ft. Large garage. Teens

109 N Marks

This 2 bedroom home sits
on a corner lot and has
metal siding.

605 N Wilson (\’dac"'
3 bedrogip @ full
b 2 car garage.

114 S York

R.J.METCALF REAL ESTATE Rl

181 S. Penn, Oberlin, Kansas 67749 785-475-2111
Carolyn S. Burtis, Owner/Broker
Gary Richards 475-8324 Jack Metcalf

Duane M cEwen 877-3032

602 N Wilson

Take a look at this family
home with 5 bedrooms!
Nice corner lot.

Here is a 4 bedroom/2 bath
with central H/A. Deck

\Y
Reduced in price! Commercial propei
2 bedroom starter home on2 1/6@@ ing
with full basement. quakd}y

501 W Commercial
A 3 bedroom home with a
view. 2 car garage

This 3 bedroom has a new
furnace and central air.

informing the people now.

The board agreed to have two
public meetings, the first at 7:30
p.m. on Monday at the high school
cafeteria. The second meeting will
beat 7 p.m. next Wednesday at the
Norcatur city offices.
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department is working onin To-
peka. WhentheMenninger Founda-
tion moved to Texaslast year, they
left behind a 90 acre parcel next to
Cedar Crest, the governor’s man-
sion, and afrontage to the Kansas
River. Mr.Haydensaidheaskedfor
money inthebudget tostart thepark.

“Even in these tight budget
times,” said Mr. Hayden, “we do
have some exciting things happen-
ing.”

Gary Anderson from Oberlin,
asked Mr. Hayden if the state has
any vision for Sappa Park, which
usedtoincludealakejust outsideof
thecity limits.

Mr. Hayden said he has thought
aboutitalot, especially after thelake
inAtwoodwasbrought back tolife.
Hesaid in Atwood, they had to try
twotothreetimesto passabondis-
suetofix thelake. Today it isvery
low becauseof thedrought andthere
isvery little stream flow.

Lake Atwood and Sappa L ake,
both built during the depression,
suffered the samefatefromsilt and
low water levels, hesaid.

Mr. Hayden said one option is
creating awetland. Even if the silt
in the lake was removed, he said,
thereisvery littlelikelihood of get-
ting enough water in the creek to
sustain anything.

Mr. Hayden said Liberal uses
storm runoff and sewer water and
runsitthrough several wetlandsand
then hasthree lakes set up with the
water that are used for recreation.

Another man asked if Oberlin
would need the samekind of water
right toimpound or pumpwater into
the lake bed. Mr. Hayden said itis
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A SIGN from years ago was brought to the public meeting
last Tuesday by BruceWendelinfromHerndon. Thesignwas
put on display outside the theater at The Gateway.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

the same process to get the water He said the city could start buying
rightswhether it is pumped or not. water rights.
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* Cattle
tracked

closdy

times in the barn where the tag
comesinto play.

Thebarnhasamachinethat reads
thetags. Mr. Weibert said empl oy-
ees can then givemedicine or track
weight and enter it in under that tag
number. Mr. Weibert said they can
followthemedicinegiventosick or
ailing cattle, see what effect the
medicinehasonthegainability and
profitability of that animal.

He said the tags play a part in
safety issues, too. Whenever cattle
areto be shipped, he said, the yarc
getsalist of the onesthat can't be
moved because they have received
medicinewithin acertaintime.

Mr. Weibert said he has always
felt that food safety isanissue. The
more information a rancher keeps
about thevaccinationsandfoodthe
cattlehashad, hesaid, thebetter. All
of thisisto maintainfood saf ety for
the consumer.

Hesaidthenumbersandtheel ec-
tronictagsmakeit possibletotrack
the cattle back to their origin.

Despite the recent scare of mao
cow disease in Washington, Mr.
Weibert said, they havenever had
case at the feed yard here. Most
cattleat theyardareshippedto pack-
ing houses when they are less than
24 monthsold, hesaid, and thedis-
ease doesn’ t show upinacow until
itisaround 6 yearsold. Thedisease
isn’t transmittable from animal to
animal, he added.

Thefeedyard owns 30,000 of the
tags. They arereused oncethey are
cut out of theear at thepacking plant.
Thetagsarethen sanitized and ready
for usein another animal.



