City asksfor
Wr Itten contr act

The Oberlin City Council talked
about moreimprovementsat Sappa
Park andthefarm ground askingthe
city attorney and administrator to
put together aformal written con-
tract.

Currently the city has a verbal
agreement with Jim Abbey who
farmsthe ground. Thereisn’t any-
thing in the agreement about graz-
ing or water use.

Jack Benton, who serves on the
park committee, said thegroup met
recently andtal ked about puttingthe
farm groundto grass. He said if the
ground was put to grass he didn’t
know who would spray or mow it
and also said they would have to
comeupwithsomemoney for seed.

Mr. Bentonsaidtheir recommen-
dationwastoletMr. Abbey farmthe
ground at least thisyear and maybe
next.

He said he would like to see the
city talk with the county about
spraying the weeds along the road
since some get pretty tall.

The committeeistill looking at
putting in some bridges at the park
and making walking paths. There
still needstobeaculvertinstalled.

How many acresareinvolved to
start seeding, asked Mayor Ken
Shobe.

Mr.Bentonsaidthereare100and
someonthelakebottom. Hesaid if
itisputtograsshewouldliketo see
it could possibly be mowed and
baled.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
there are any more improvements
planned for the shelter house. Mr.
Benton said he had Wayne Goltl
make some drawings for the bath-
rooms and possibly a shower. He
said he hasn't talked with any
plumbersabout bidsto get thebath-
roomsin.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
the council hasto do something so

Mr. Abbey has a plan. He said he
isn’t surehow thecity will work out
alongtermplanlikethat.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
the council hasto let Mr. Abbey
know in writing 30 days prior to
March 1if heisno longer going to
beabletofarm onthelake bottom.

Mr. Benton said the group has
beentalkingabout movingthefence
near therestrooms.

Mr. Hirschsaidthecity hasastan-
dard lease agreement with Mr. Ab-
bey. It seemslateinthegametohave
any big changes made, said Coun-
cilman Patrick Pomeroy.

Is there anything planted, asked
Mr. Hirsch? No one knew for sure,
but therewaswheat ontheland last
summer.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
hewouldliketo seesomethingmore
specific about what Mr. Abbey has
and doesn’t have.

That istough, said Mr. Hirsch,
sincethereare no legal description
onit, justtillableacres.

The city hasn’t collected any
money on grass grazed, said Mr.
McEvoy. Is there more grazable
acres than crop residue, said Mr.
Hirsch.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said Mr. Abbey usesthe east sideof
the road for the cattle to graze. He
doesn’t know how many grazable
acresthereare. Mr.McEvoy saidhe
alsousestheareawherethewoodis
piled outsidethe park.

Thecity provideswater fromthe
well that servestheyouthranch, said
Mr. Shike. Basically, said Mr.
Shobe, he hasn't paid for grazing
and pasture rights. He hasn’t ever
been asked to pay.

Mr. Shobe said the council can
decideif they wanttolimit grazing.

Mr. Hirschsaid maybeby thenext
meeting he will have a better idea
about thegrazing acres.

Man pleadsguilty
toinsurancefraud

By JAN KATZ ACKERMAN
HaysDaily News

HOXIE — A Selden insurance
man charged withfraud haspleaded
guilty in Sheridan County District
Court.

Stephen C. Carman, 61, owner of
Carman Insurance Agency, was
charged last month with failing to
forward more than $32,000in pre-
miumsto Great American Insurance
Co. He also was charged with theft
andforgery.

Prosecutors said Carman col-
lected money from Juneto October
2001 for 10 hail and cropinsurance
policiesbought by sixfarmers. They
also say hetriedto negotiate, renew
or continue the insurance in April
2002.

The six insurance fraud victims
are Larry Alstrom, for a policy
worth $18,254; Galen Tacha,
$4,472; Wilbur Reichert, $4,308;
Emigh Brothers, $2,387; Don
Juenemann, $1,454; and Tod
Jacobs, $1,236.

Carman pleaded guilty on Jan. 9
to all six of these charges. He al'so
pleaded guilty to having accepted a
personal check for $1,300 from
EstellaHarold and never creating a
policy for theinsuranceshethought
shewas purchasing.

The two forgery charges stem
from Carman’ s attempt to endorse
checks made out to Don Ritter for
$1,155 and one to Carl Mumm for
$7,074from Great American Insur-
ance. Both chargeswere dismissed
by the state as part of a plea agree-
ment.

Robert C. Claus, aspecia assis-
tant with the attorney genera’s of -
fice, and an attorney with the Kan-
sas | nsurance Department, wasin
court with Sheridan County Attor-
ney Mike Haas, both representing
the state.

Carman appeared with his attor-
ney, BruceFlipse, Colby.

District Judge Glenn Schiffner
accepted Carman’s seven guilty
pleas and told him pending the out-
comeof apresentenceinvestigation,
he faced a maximum prison sen-
tencebetween 10and 34 monthsand
afineupto $100,000.

Sentencing was set for 10 a.m.
March5inHoxie.

Carman also faces penalties for
violating the Fraudulent Insurance
Act, which includesthe loss of his
license to sell insurance in Kansas
and any reciprocal statelicenseshe
might hold.

Scott Holeman, public informa-
tion officer fortheKansaslInsurance
Department, said Carman’s per-
sonal license and agency license
wererevoked Nov. 14.

Sincehisarrest, Carmanhasbeen
injail ona$10,000 bond.

Claus and Flipse agreed that
Carman was not a flight risk and
asked Schiffnertoreleasehimfrom
jail on a $10,000 recognizance
bond. Schiffner granted their re-
quest.

Don Brown, consumer education
coordinator with the Kansas I nsur-
ance Department, said the case
originated from either a complaint
or question posed by acustomer.

Brownsaid customersarethebest
line of defense the state hasfor in-
vestigating insurance fraud or vio-
lations. Anyonewith complaintsor
questions about insurance policies
issued in Kansas can call the Kan-
sas |nsurance Department’ s fraud
and consumer division hot line at
(800) 432-2484.
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Readingoutloud

RESI DENTSAT Decatur Good Samaritan Center had a sasandreadbookstotheresi dentsl i kethlsyoungster who
group of students from Jennings Grade School visit them readto Fern Anderson.
last Wednesday. Thestudents put onaprogram about Kan-

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Groupsprepare
tolearnabout author

The Oberlin Convention and
Visitors Bureau has been working
withthe Artsand HumanitiesCom-
missiontopreparefor RalphMoody
Day on Sunday, April 25.

OnThursday, thebureaumet with
twomembersfromthecommission
towork out plansfor theday.

Ralph Moody is an author from
the Cedar Bluffsarea, who wrotea
series of books about hislife. Last
year on Ralph Moody Day, around
85 peopl etook atour through Cedar
Bluffs, the setting for two of the
books.

Mary Henzel from the arts com-
mission said a speaker from Colo-
radohasbeeninvited. Part of histalk
will be about Mr. Moody’ s child-
hood.

Sharleen Wurm, curator of the
Last Indian Raid Museum, said she
isworkingongetting descendantsof
peopleinthe booksto speak.

The day will include a chuck
wagon lunch at 12:30 p.m. at the
amphitheater near The Gateway.
The meal will include a barbecue
beef brisket sandwich and cobbler.

Thegrouptalked about pricesfor
theevent, withtheideaof makingit
affordable for both Arts and Hu-
manities ticket holders, those who
don’t have seasonticketsand fami-
lies.

COME IN FROM THE COLD!

PRICE DRASTICALLY REDUCED! Three bedroom, brick ranch, spacious
rooms, main floor laundry, eat-in kitchen, double gar age.
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ment, 462 sq. ft. in smaller unit.

PICTURESQUE 1942 2-story Tudor duplex newly finished oak floors, wide
woodwork, plastered walls, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 laundries, 2 updated kitch-
enswith oak cabinets, all appliances. 1,505 sg. ft. in larger unit plus full base-

LATE VICTORIAN 2 story home with wrap around porch showcases wide
original woodwork, high ceilings, old fashioned front parlor and formal dining
room. Updatesincludelar ge secluded master suitewith new bath and spacious,
walk in closet; floor coverings, central furnace/air; double garage, plus much
more!

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc.

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker . . §;

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Walf, Oberlin, KS 67749

The speaker will cost $500, the
chuck wagon bill which will be
based on mileage and advertising,
cost around $400 last year.

Thegrouptalked about settingup
tables on the flat surface for those
whocan’twalk upand downthehill
to the amphitheater. Bureau Mem-
ber Joe Stanley suggested using gol f
carts.

Thegroup agreedthat ticketswill
be$10eachor $25for afamily. That
includesthelunch and speaker. For
seasonticket holders, thelunchwill
cost $6.

In other business, bureau mem-
bers:

* Agreedto pay $100to advertise
with the Northwest Kansas Travel
Council in newspapersin Chicago,
Minneapolis, Dallas, Kansas City
and St. Louis.

Internet Tonight! Call 475-2206!

VALENTINE'S DAy is fast
APPROACHING. WE Have
THE cArds, candies and

Gifts for THAT {

SpECiAl pERSON
We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:

iN YOUR Life.
:] e 'ﬂ' E

Family-owned / operated since 1906

Addleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin— Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value arethe cornerstones of our business.
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LAND AUCTION

425+- acres Red Willow County Land
Thursday February 19, 2004 » 2:00 p.m.

Location: Danbury City Hall, Danbury, Nebraska
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

Tract 1: West One-half of the Northwest Quar-
ter (W1/2 NW1/4); East One-half of the North-
east Quarter (E1/2 NE1/4); Southwest Quar-
ter (SW1/4); and the West One Half of the
Southeast Quarter (W1/2 SE1/4) all in Section
Four (4) Township One (1) North Range 27
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West of the 6th P.M. Red Willow County,
vmn |5 Nebraska.
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TERMS: 20% down day of sale, balance at
closing, with certified funds.
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EVIDENCE OF TITLE: Title insurance
will be issued with Sellers and Buyers sharing
costs equally. Mortgage policy will be paid by
woe  the Buyer.
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ESCROW AGENT: McCook Abstract will
be the Escrow Agent, and doing the closing.
Costs will be shared 1/2 Buyer,1/2 Seller.

i, MINERALS: 100% reserved by a previous

owner.
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£7 5 TAXES: 2003 taxes were $2273.88. Seller
FUGERE e =] h
w =0E pays 2003 taxes and prior years. Buyers pay
"y 2004 taxes and subsequent years.
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4 Cropland Acres 157 acres
e Grassland & Old farmstead 286 acres
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water. For a tour, please contact Lynn

either expressed or implied.

LYNN A. JOHNSON REALTY, INC. ARE AGENTS OF THE SELLER

Wheat - 71.0
Oats- 1.4 Yield - 50
Corn- .6 Yield - 54
Grain Sorghum - 58.5  Yield - 57

Yield - 38
E OF KAMSAS

POSSESSION: Day of closing on open land and grassland. After 2004 wheat harvest on planted acres. There are 62.8
acres of planted wheat, which 100% goes to the tenant. Buyers will pay for chemical applied on wheat stubble.

MANNER OF SALE: This will be sold in one tract only.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: This farm has very productive cropland, and well maintained grassland, with good fences and

A. Johnson at office 785-475-2785 or cell 785-475-8514.

ANNOUNCEMENTS DAY OF SALE TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER PRINTED MATERIAL.

All acreages are based on U.S. Government measurements and are considered approximate. The statements, while not
guaranteed, are from reliable sources. Any costs incurred in establishing boundaries shall be the responsibility of the Buyers.
Saleis subjectto easements, right-of-ways, reservations and/or restrictions of record. Sellers and Realtor make no warranties,

JACQUELINE VOTAPKA, SALESPERSON

JERRY LOHOEFENER, SALESPERSON

Lynn A. Johnson Realty, Inc.

ROBERTA JOHNSON, BROKER
LYNN A. JOHNSON, ASSOCIATE BROKER/AUCTIONEER

JOE D. GREEN, SALESPERSON/AUCTIONEER

109 North Wolf

Oberlin, Kansas 67749
Call Roberta or Lynn A. Johnson for listings, or information 785-475-2785 - Mobile 785-475-8514 www.johnson-real-estate.com

ROGER EMIGH, SALESPERSON/AUCTIONEER RANDY OSTMEYER, SALESPERSON
MARCIA LOHOEFENER, SALESPERSON DAVID JUENEMANN, SALESPERSON




