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Spaceexplorationisa
great knowledgebooster

On toMarsd!
It’ sabout time.

Theexploration of spacehasmoved hardly
at all inthethreeand ahalf decadessinceNell
Armstrong set foot on the moon.

Now President Bush saysit’stimeto push
forward, to talk about a manned mission to

Mars.
Yes, it'll costhillions.

Y es, thebudget isalready inthered.

And, yes, we' vegot to go.
Why, somewill ask?

Asmuch asanything, to advancethe cause

of knowledge.

Research to advance the space program
brought us calculators and digital devices of
all sorts, mini-computersand el ectronic cam-
eras, all manner of advanceswhich makeev-

eryday lifeso muchricher.

These created whole new industries in
manufacturing and serviceswhichhelpdrive

the world economy.

Theknowledgenecessary toget tothemoon
brought advances in medicine, engineering,
psychology and business. The money may
have been spent to boost afew men to that
nearby neighbor, butit bought alot morethan
ashort vacation for afew guys.

Big projectsoften pay big dividends.

So far, there’ sno gold or treasure to show
from moon exploration, of course. No dia-
monds, not secret formulas, no oil or energy.

But the benefits of going, the knowledge

obtained alongtheway, thosemaketheeffort

worthwhile.

Andif manisgoing to presson into space,
it'll haveto betheUnited Statesthat |eadsthe
way. We are the only power with the wealth
and manpower to mount thiseffort.

We can, and should, include therest of the

worldinour plans. Thedaysof thespacerace
arelonggone. Thereisnooneleft tocompete

with.

Sowhy not join handswith our friends, tap
the brain power of theworld’ sleading think-

ploration.

ersand mount one human effort for space ex-

There snodoubtwe |l beabletoreachMars,
stoppingfirsttobuildabaseonour moon. The
goal isattainable, if difficult.

Beyond that?

Who knows? The only thing that’s certain

isthat we'll go.
That’ sthecentral truth. Humansareexplor-

ers. We always have pushed the envel ope of

heritage.
Wecan't.

knowledge, sailing off intotheuncharted sea,
pushingintotheinterior wilderness, studying
theunknown stars.

To stay earthbound would be to deny our

Wehaveto explore.

Theeffortwill berewardedwithknowledge
and richesbeyond belief.

Andnow wearetakingthenextlogical step.

OntoMars! —Seve Haynes

Sunday napsjust get shorter

Peoplearestill gettingusedtomy
new “do”.

A friendfrom churchtold methat
last Sunday her littlegirl leaned over
and whispered to her, “Who' s that
lady sitting with Jim?”’

She could have said, “That’sno
lady, that’ shiswife,” but shedidn'’t.

I’mdiscoveringtheadvantagesof
really short hair. Keepinminditis
tooshorttocurl sothereisabsol utely
nofussor muss. Itis, literally, wash
‘n’ wear hair. | can beready toroll
inamatter of minutes.

The down-side is that you can’t
changeit. Itisthewayitisandthat’s
justtheway itis. Longhair didhave
the advantage of versatility; up,
down, barretted, rubber-banded,
curled, straight or pony-tailed. Still,
after only twoweekssincethecut, |
cantell it hasgrown. Soon, I’ ll have
to make the decision whether to
keepitthisshort or letit grow.
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We could not have squeezed one
more thing into our schedules this
weekend if our lives had depended
onit.

Saturday wasfull of shopping in
preparationfor our Mexicotripnext
weekend, thentothemoviestohelp
Jennifer with the ticket booth and
concessionstand. Wewerelateget-
ting home but there was still laun-
dry to bedone. Jim needed apair of
slacksfor church. Hewasbeing or-
dainedthenext day asanevangelist
and would be delivering the mes-
sage. Andsincehewoul d bepreach-
ing at the 8 am. service, too, | had
to prepare my dish the night before
for theFellowship Dinner following
second service. At midnight I'm
dlicingup 10 poundsof potatoesand
starting aload of wash.
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

A few minuteslater—sniff, sniff,
sniff—I smelled something burn-
ing, yet! didn’t haveanything cook-
ingonthestove. It wasthat distinc-
tived ectrical smell andthewashing
machine was making a strange
noise. Something was terribly
wrong. | shut down the washer and
unplugged it, but that still left me
with atub full of wringing wet
clothes. Therewasnothingtodobut
sort histrousersout, handwashthem
andtosstheminthedryer.

Sunday started very early with
assembling the scall oped potato
casserole and getting ready for
church. Thenitwastimetoloadthe
car (don’ tforget thecasserolewhich
will have to finish cooking at
church).

When | opened the door, | was
greeted with a sea of white. It had
snowed during the night which
meant aslower drive. It’ snot good
for thepreacher tobelatetochurch;
webarely madeit.

Serviceswent off without ahitch,
the fellowship dinner waswonder-
ful and thenit wastimeto get tothe
prisonfor afternoonchapel services.
After Jim preaching three sermons
and me listening to three sermons
we were exhausted when we got
home. Wehad exactly twoandahal f
hoursbeforeweneededtoleavethe

housefor adinner party inaneigh-
boring town, so we decided to take
aquick nap.

Nobody hadtotell metwice. | was
asleepinaninstant. Two and ahalf
hours later we awoke with a start.
Oh, no! We till had a salad to toss
andclothestochange. Fiveminutes
|ater we were in the car and on the
road again.

It wasalovely dinner party with
lively conversation and great food.
A great way to end the day. But,
somebody stop me if | try to
overbook myself likethat again.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Hear my cry, O God; attend
untomy prayer. Fromtheend
of theearthwill | cry untothee,
when my heart is over-
whelmed: lead meto therock
that ishigher than |. For thou
hast been ashelter for me, and
a strong tower from the en-
emy. Ps.61: 1-3

THE OBERLIN HERALD

lin, Kan. 67749.

PressAssociation.

Kan. 67749-2243.

\_

USPS401-600
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749. Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresdenand Decatur County. M ember of
the Kansas Press Association, National News-
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa-
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland

Subscriptions: Oneyear, $28 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $32 (tax
included) el sewhereinK ansas, $35€el sewhereintheU.S. Foreign
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POST-
MASTER: Send changeof addressto 170 S. PennAve., Oberlin,

Officehours: 8:30a.m.-5:30p.m. Mon.-Fri.
(Alsoopenmost Saturdayswhen someoneisin.)

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

Phone: (785)475-2206  Fax (785) 475-2800
E-mail: obherald@nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers
SteveHaynes..

Kimberly Brandt ..................
Mary LouOlson

Judy Jordan

KarlaJones, DorisMiller ... advertising production

CarolynKelley-Plotts..................... columnist
CynthiaHaynes.................. businessmanager
DavidBergling............... advertising manager
PatCozad ......ccccoovennee. wantads/circulation

JoanBettS ..o historian

MarshaMorford..........ccccevevveeiennenens mailing

Whitney Beinke .........cccccoceneee. pagemakeup
INIINIPZ
P

STAFF

managing editor
........................ society editor
proofreader

O R e it

THEIR POSITIONS

TAX INCREASES)

DUDE...
N RECORD oF

ON THE 2002
KANSAS

THEIR POSITIONS ON
TAX INCREASES

YZAH...
AND IF YOU

Y PLIY TT BACKWARDS

YOU CAN HEAR

FOR 20041

Thankful Iy vvehaveagood horse

When my grandmother was a
little girl, sheand her sister rodeto
school onahorseeachday. Assoon
asthey arrived, they would let the
horsego and it would return home.

A little while before school was
out, my great-grandmother would
givethe horseathump ontherump
and it would head off across the
Kansasgrasslandtopick upthegirls
at school — sort of ahairy prairie
taxi.

Likethat horse knew the way to
schooal, Steve' struckisbeginningto
know the way to Denver. | think a
few moretripsand, athump on the
bumper, it would head west.

Asl writethis, thetruck isonits
thirdtripto Denver inlessthantwo
weeks.

Thefirst wasto ameeting of the
National Newspaper Association's
convention committee. The Sep-
tember conventionisto bein Den-
ver, andthecommitteewasinspect-
ing the hotel and looking at places
toentertain peoplefromaroundthe
country.

We decided on the Museum of
Nature and Science, which has a
back porch overlooking City Park,
withitslakeand ol d-fashioned boat-
house, and one of the best views of
the Rocky Mountainsto be had in
thecity.

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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If the museum doesn’t get them,
with itsrock and mineral displays,
IMAX theater and spacetravel ex-
hibits, the mountains will snow
them. (Oops, sorry about that.)

After the meeting, | took Steve
and our friend Bob Sweeney and put
them on a plane for Washington.
That wasthefirst leg of their week-
longadventureinTunisia, but I’ [l let
Steve tell that story over the next
couple of weeks.

Thenl dippedatapeintheplayer
and headed east for aquiet week of
just me, the dog and the cats.

Thenjustalittleover aweek |l ater,
| headed back to Denver to pick the
boysup at theairport. It wasalittle
after midnightwhen| gotthematthe
pickup areafor United passengers.

They werebeat and sowas|. We
spentthenight at Bob' sbeforehead-
ing back to Kansas.

Wegot home about 4 p.m. Mon-

day and Steveimmediately startec
washing socks and underwear. By
3:30 Tuesday afternoon, hewasre-
packed and we were on our way
west again headed for theairport .

| think thisis why so many car
manufacturers name their vehicles
after horses— Pinto, Bronco, Mus-
tang. Giddy-up, truck, we got &
planeto catch.

Toobad, | can’tjustletitdriveit-
self home like my grandmother’ s
horse. That would save abundlein
parking fees.

Of course, we would need Mom
at the other end of the lineto get it
out of the garage and send it west
again.

Ohwell. I know I'll be happy to
see our faithful steed sitting out in
the parking lot when we get back
from our vacation.

Wheat kind of ahorseis an Ex-

plorer, anyway?

'] takeflrst classanyold day

Maybe every adventure these
dayshasto beginin the back of the
coach cabinof anovercrowded 777.

| cantell you, it’ snot very roman-
tic.

They have taken all the “leg
room” out of coach, and they’'ve
started shaving away thelap room.
And planes are full of boorish
peoplewhothinkit’ sstill OK tolean
back and dropyour seatintothenext
person’slap.

| am writing this with the key-
board resting on my chest so | can
seethescreen of my computer. The
woman ahead of meisreading a
trashy novel and probably has no
ideathe havoc sheis causing back
here.

| know, therearesomewhowould
losenodleepif | could notwrite, but
wherethereisawill, thereisaway.

The airlineswon’t let me bring
anything sharp on board, and it
would bebad formto pour my soda
down her back. So | will take my
revengeout in print.

She'll never seethiscolumn, but
if sheshould, she’ dhaveahardtime
proving anything.

In Kansas, truth is an absolute
defensefor chargesof libel or defa-
mation, although | think | am over
Virginiaright now. | can’t see out
thewindow, soI’m not sure.

The woman to my right wears a
mask to protect her from germsand
spends her time reading New Age
religioustracts. Onetellsabout con-

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

vertingthe JJewsof Palestine. Sheis
readingtheBibleright now, but she
seems pleasant enough. | read the
Bible, too, sometimes.

With new security, we are
strappedinto our seatswhileweap-
proach Washington. Thereis so
littleroomin coachthat it would be
difficult to stagean uprising.

This airline, which shall remain
nameless, but whose initials are
UAL, hasmadediminishment of the
airlineexperienceanart form.

Timewaswhenflyingwasanad-
ventureeagerly awaited. Today itis
moreto beendured.

And United has driven the last
nail intothecoffinof that great oxy-
moron, airlinefood.

Over the years, the airline meal
shrank from alunch on atray to a
sandwich to asnack containedin a
tiny box. Still, thesnack usually was
edible and nourishing, perhaps a
small sandwichand somefruit, with
acookie.

Such opulence is a thing of the
past. Free snacks consist of tiny
pouches of tiny pretzels, or some

such. If you want a box lunch, it’s
$10, cash or credit card.

And thismay be hard to believe,
butthequality isactually worsethan
theformer freesnack. My sandwich,
supposedly prepared by a national
chain restaurant, included stale
bread, soggy bacon and tastel ess
cheese.

Itisplasticfood at itsfinest, atri-
umph of airline ingenuity. Who
would have thought they could not
only makethefood worse, but start
charging youforit?

Why am| complaining?! cantype
by contortingmyself, | canthrowthe
stalebread away, | will smileat the
cabin attendant when she asks me
how my flight was.

To tell her the truth risks an en-
counter with security.

I will change planes at Dulles,
leaving there on Air France. Y ou
know how the French feel about
their food, their wine and their ser-
vice.

So | remember once again why |
donot liketo fly United.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer-
ald:

Ronald Cox, Chandler, Ariz.;
Lyle Black, Los Angeles, Calif;
Paul Holliday, Palestine, Texas;
Lavergne Y oung, Kimball, S.D.;
Nathan Moore, Chireno, Texas;
Kenneth Erickson, Phoenix; M.L.
Welter, lowa City, lowa; Shelly
Ahrens, Dallas; Maribeth Rex,
Sparks, Nev.; Steve New, Big
Springs, Texas; Rhonda Mertz,
Walnut, lowa; Jeff New, Mukilteo,
Wash.; BoydBainter, GreenValley,
Ariz.; Arlen Gross, Baton Rouge,
La.; Duane Cox, LaMesa, Calif.;
Dr. Serena M. Bradshaw, Colum-
bus, Ohio; C.A. Rasmussen, Hars-
ham, Pa.; Esther Thomas, Da hart,
Texas; R.G. Dean,Knoxville, lowa;
Robert Martin, Westlake Village,
Cadlif.; S.K.Bolek,Valparaiso, Ind.;
Brad Greaorv. Grants Pass. Ore.:

Della Roe, Long Beach, Calif.;
Doreen A. Brady, Damariscotta,
Maine; Susan Cotterill, Portland,
Ore.; Mrs. Bob Scherzer, Rockport,
Texas,; Arnold Janousek, Billings,
Mont.; LIoydL.Moody, St. Joseph,
Mo.; Myron Johnson, ApacheJunc-
tion, Ariz.

Colorado: Kenneth Hoehner,
Wheat Ridge; Keith Black, Mrs.
M.E. Furrer, Pat Hall, Vivian Goss,
Denver; DianaJolly, Hugo; Christa
Lundberg, Mrs. C.E. Brandhorst,
Colorado Springs, Melvin R. Fos-
ter, Brighton; Martin and Melba
Johnson, Mrs. Arlee Williams,
Westminster; Doris Kreymborg,
Littleton; Randy Crabill, Aurora;
Bill Wahrman, Strasburg; Bruce
Olson, Fountain; Dale Morton,
Grand Junction.

Nebraska: Mrs. Raymond Haag,
Bartley; Viron Johnson, L ebanon;

K ansas: Euoene Kleidostv. John

Cederberg, Anna Mae Ketterl,
Herndon; Chris Bailey, Rodney
New, Betty Reid, Gail Bailey, Elden
Long, Francis L. Hix, Norcatur;
Irene Kruse, Leroy Wessel, John
Schuhart, Selden; FarmersBank &
Trust, Atwood; Frank Ray Bennett,
McKenna Appraisal Service Inc.,
Lawrence Jennings, Kenneth Cart-
er, Jennings; Marian Ahlberg, Clay
Center; Betty Miller, Colby; James
R.Vahling, DuaneCarman, Dresd-
en; DebbieNickels, M cL outh; John
Lamb, Topeka; Rebeccad. Peterson,
Shawnee; Amy McK enna, Manhat-
tan; Dixie Westervelt, Robinson;
Larry Alstrom, Hoxie; Wes Du
Bois, Hiawatha.
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