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Sensdesskillingshows
why weareintheMideast

The latest bombingsin Irag show the true
colorsof thekillinginthe Mideast.

TwomendressedasModemclerics,ormin-
isters, walked into the offices of two Kurdish
political partiesinIrbil. Thesuicide bombers
took advantage of crowds celebrating the
Feast of Sacrifice, aMuslim holiday that re-
calls Abraham’ ssacrifice.

At least 56 people died and more than 236
werehurtinthisviciouskilling. Whilethewire
servicesfocused on the fact that the Kurdish
parties are strong allies of the Americans,
that’ s hardly important.

Nearly 300 human beings were killed or
maimedinaninstant that only symbolizesthe
violence in Irag. Thousands of Iragis have
died, far morethanthe523 Americansoldiers
killed since March.

It' sasif someonedressed asaCatholicpriest
had entered a Christmas party at Republican
headquartersin Topeka, thenblowntheplace
tobits. It makesthat much sense, but hateruns
deepinthe Cradleof Civilization.

Maybe the bombers really were Islamic
clergy. Maybe they were impostors taking
advantage of the holiday mood. What differ-
encedoesit make?

Theviolencetellsusalot.

It tellsusthat if we are doing something,
anything, to bring peaceand freedomto Iraq,
then our causeisjust.

Ittellsusthat theenemiesof peaceandfree-
dom will go to any length to stop not just us,
but anyone who opposes them. The Kurds,

remember, areapersecuted minority,a“third
whedl” inacountry wherethetwolargest sects
can’'t get along.

It tells us that thisisn’t going to get any
easier, that thekillingand bombingwon’t stop
anytimesoon. If wearegoingtohelplraghave
astableandfair government, wemight aswell
start now.

Ittellsusthat thereisacertainamount of des-
peration among our foes that they would be
willing to takethiskind of action.

It tellsuswewill haveto be strong to push
thiswar throughtothekind of conclusionthat
it deserves.

The truth is, whatever our government’s
motives or flaws, we' ve done the world and
Iragafavor by getting rid of Saddam Hussein.
Nowwehavetoget onwithreplacinghimwith
something better.

Even after our troops leave, there will be
violencein Irag. You have only to read the
Bibletoknow that someonehasbeenfighting
someone in thisland since the dawn of time.
It won't stop anytime soon.

Butremember, our forceswerehailedaslib-
erators when they arrived and when they
hel ped thecrowd pull down Saddam’ sstatues.
Most Iragisprobably think so still.

Butthey surely cry out for peaceaswell, and
that’ s something we may not have the power
to grant. We will do our best, and hopefully
leave Iraq a better place than we found it.
That’ sall we can hopefor.

—SteveHaynes

Leglslatorsgomtotop peed

Things are starting to heat up in
Topekathisweek.

TheHouseAgriculture Commit-
tee on Monday planned discussion
and possible action on Executive
Reorganization Order 32, which
would transfer inspection duties
from the Kansas Department of
Health and Environment to the De-
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partment of Agriculture. Currently
both doinspectionsof certainretail
stores. Thisis projected to save
about $1.5 million.

On Wednesday, the Committee

Kansas.

andtrack all livestock movementin

Thisfee-funded programwould

$1,000for each violation, and each
day could beaseparateviolation.
The Kansas Livestock Associa-

on Agriculture will have ahearing
on a controversial bill that would
requirethelivestock commissioner
to identify individual animals, lots
and herdsof livestock, register pre-
mises where livestock are located

mandaterecordsbekept for all live-
stock, ear tagsor other devices. The
commissioner would bealowedto
enter property where livestock are
held and review any livestock
records.

Penalties would be $250 to

tion is pushing legislators on the
committee to implement this bill.
Thisisapeculiar position for the
group to take, considering its past
opposition to government regul a-
tion of any kindinthelivestock in-
dustry.

Businessoper ation hasnot changed
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

We would like to clarify some
rumorsthat are going around town
about us.

No, wedid not sell our business.
Wearenot moving. Wedid not buy
abigfancy houseinNorth Platte, nor
hasanyoneseenushaul atrailerload
of furnitureto North Platte.

Also, Michael did not buy Mike
and Jackie's building. He is not
coming back down here, nor is he
taking over our business and run-
ning it from North Platte.

Y es, he does own a businessin
North Platte. He is in plumbing,
heating and air al so.

HeisalLennox dealer, Hansen's
Quality Plumbing-Heating and Air

LLC, 203 Rodeo Road, North
Platte, Neb., 69101, (308) 534-
5020.

Weareasoal ennox dealer. We
do not get our Lennox out of North
Platte as many of you have been
told. Our Lennox comes out of the
Denver warehouse. Our dealer
number isE66281, if anyonechoses
toinquireabout it.

Wehavebeeninbusinessherefor
27 years. We have alwaystried our
best to please everyone.

If you haveany questionsor con-

cerns about us and our business,
pleasestop by andvisitwithus, and
get your information firsthand.

BeeHansen

Hansen Plumbing-Heating
and Air

Oberlin
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Stateempl oyeesneeded out here

Throughout thepast year, several
of youhavecontacted meregarding
theclosing of, or at least the rumor
of the potential closing, of state of -
ficesinrural Kansas.

Thosemost frequently mentioned
were Department of Social and Re-
habilitation Services offices, but
thereisareal threat and attempt to
consolidate magistrate judge posi-
tionsandothers. | havevisitedwith
peopleonthegovernor’ sstaff anda
number of other legislators from
bothpolitical partieswhoreally care
about the future of rural Kansas;
among them Reps. Jim Morrison,
Ralph Ostmeyer and John Faber
from the immediate area and Den-
nisMcKinney, theDemocrat | eader
intheKansasHouseof Representa-
tivesfrom Greensburg.

Wehavedone our best to change
thedirection Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services and other state agen-
ciesareheading. Dennishasmet a
number of timeswith the governor
and her staff and reports back; we
establishthenext stepandkeepeach
other informed.

Recently | met with Candace
Shively, deputy director of Inte-
grated and Service Delivery within
Socid Services, andat anothertime
with Jeremy Anderson, director of
governmental affairs for the gov-
ernor’s office. In each meeting, |
pointed out that oneof thebest ways
theadministration cantruly demon-
stratetheir sincerity in your efforts
towards rural economic develop-
ment isto maintain and expand the
number of state government em-
ployeesinrural Kansas.

Using the Internet and “800”
numberswith the automated phone
systemsisatwo-way street. People
fromthecity many timesarethought
to be more technologically ad-
vanced and, if weaccept that theory,
can therefore access these govern-
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ment servicesmorereadily thanru-
ral citizens contacting the city for
theseservices. | point out that | ocat-
ing the jobsin rural Kansas helps
stabilize the enrollment in our
schools because the state employ-
ee’ schildren will also become part
of the community, their salary will
help maintain the rural businesses
and health carefacilities, they will
become active in the community
service organizations and help
maintain our way of life, and pur-
chasing ahome will help maintain
thereal estatemarket. Additionaly,
| tell them that the state employees
could become ambassadorsfor the
rural way of lifeandencouragemore
agenciestolocatehere.

They say every current employee
can continuewiththeir present job,
but that they will bedriving farther.
| respondthat that may betruefor the
shortterm, buttheredlity isthattheir
replacement will live in Hays or
Garden City or wherever theoffice
is, and those communities have
enough other empl oyment opportu-
nities.

Truly, wouldn'tit bebetter for the
state to locate these officesin rura
Kansas? They do not disagreewith
my reasoning. | hand themthelist-
ing of all of the state government
officesfromtheFeist phonebooks.
These books list numerous offices
in Hays and Garden City and quite
afewinDodgeCity. | ask which of
these offices really have to be lo-

cated inthese communities? | con-
tinue by asking which servicesanc
backroom paperwork (or computer
systems) that are currently handlec
in Topeka or Salina or Wichita or
KansasCity really don’t makemuch
differencewherethey arelocated?

They start listing the services:
collections, legal, administration of
countlessdepartments. | ask, “Why
not locate some of these in rural
Kansas?’' They hesitateand hesitate
somemore. They don'tsayit, butif
| am reading their thoughts cor-
rectly, theanswer isthat they, them-
selves, really don’ t want to movetc
rural Kansas.

| point out, “Y ou have awonder-
ful opportunity to keep the SRS of -
fice openin some of the communi-
tiesinmy legidativedistrict because
thelease continuesfor another twe
years. Why not movejobsfromthe
city toarural community and begin
to truly demonstrate this adminis-
tration’s commitment to rural Kan-
sas?’

How can we clear this hurdle?
How can we get some momentum
onthistypeof proposal ? | needyour
thoughtsand ideas.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meon
thisor any issue. | can bereachec
by writing to Senator San Clark,
SateCapitol-Room449-N, Topeka,
KS66612; by calling 1-800-432-
3924 or 785-296-7399; by FAX at
801-457-9064; or by e-mail at
sclark@ink.org.

Column almost wasforgotten

Y ou know that awful feeling you
have when you wake with a start,
knowing you’ ve forgotten some-
thing? Guess what | forgot? This
column!

Wehavebeenonadeadrunsince
Friday morning, packing, loading,
drivingandtalking (lotsof talking)
for and during our Mexico mission
trip. But thismorning, at 5 a.m.
Mountain Standard time, | awoke
with ajump like | had been poked
with a HotShot. Oh, no! The col-
umn!

| launched out of bed ... well,
maybenot launched. Crawled?No,
wesleptonair mattresses, sorolled
out of bed isprobably morelikeit.

Jim already had coffee going, so
after aquick trip to the bathroom, |
was ready to write. Trouble s, the
pathtothebathroomislitteredwith
bodies. Sleeping ones, that is. We
spentthenightat achurchinEl Paso,
and peoplearedeepinginhallways,
classroomsand pews. Soaflashlight
isan absolute necessity.

We're getting acquainted with
people from Syracuse who have
joined our group. One woman,
whose husband stayed home, said,
“My husband’ s only concern was,
‘“Whatam| goingtoeat whileyou're
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gone?”
Peoplearestartingto“roust out”,
and I'm finding it more and more
difficulttoconcentrate. Not because
anyoneisbotheringme, but because
| havetotalk toeveryonewho comes
into thekitchenwherel’ mwriting.
My brother Bob came down for
thetripagain. It'sgood to seehim.
We have an Englishman named
Rodney onthetrip. Hehaslivedin
Kansasfor morethan 20 years, but
hisaccentisasbroad asever. Heis
agodly manwith asense of humor.
I’ ve been taking notes so | can re-
member his stories. Remind meto
tell you the one about the French-
man who went into the restaurant.
It's6:30a.m. now, andthetraffic
inthekitchenisstarting to pick up.
Thecaravanleavesinanhour and|
till have to dress and pack, so I'll

sign of f until next week.
Adios, and hastalavista.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

For other foundationcanno
manlay thanthatislaid, which
is Jesus Christ. Now if any
man build upon this founda-
tion gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble;
Every man’s work shall be
made manifest: for the day
shall declareit, becauseit shall
bereveadedbyfire; andthefire
shall try every man’ swork of
what sortitis.

| Corinthians3:11-13

Backer thankspetitionsgners

TotheEditor:

| would liketo takethis opportu-
nity to thank those of you who
signedthepetitiontobringtheOber-
linSchool Districtlocal optionbud-
get potential increaseto avote.

| would also liketo tell those of
youwhowantedtosignthepetition,
but did not because of intimidation
and fear of retaliation, that | do un-
derstand. Y ou till havethe Ameri-
can right to vote; no intimidation
will existinsideof thevoting booth.

| realizethat thiselectionwill cost
theschool district, whicheventually

means we the taxpayers. | feel
tronaly thotinh that the riaht we

L etter totheEditor

haveinthiscountrytoholdfreeelec-
tionsisagreat privilegeand should
be exercised.

| believetheprovisionof theKan-
saslaw that allowsthisprocesswas
no doubt placed therefor such rea-
sonsasthis.

| strongly encourage each and
every one of you to register to vote
if you are not, and to go cast your
vote on the dav of the election no

matter which side of the fence you
areon.

I would love to see this election
decided by the majority of the
peopl einstead of themajority of the
minority who get out and vote.
Please exercise your right as an
American and as a taxpayer of
Decatur County.

Phil Lahman
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