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Voter stodecdeon school tax iIncrease

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin School Board hasdecidedto
hold a special election for alocal option
budget increase on Tuesday, March 2, af-
ter apetitiontotaketheincreaseto an elec-
tion was verified on Tuesday.

The board asked for an increase from
18.11 to 25 percent at a meeting on Mon-
day, Jan. 12. After that decision, Phil
Lahman of Oberlinstarted apetitiontotake
theincreaseto an election.

Withthehelpof ShaylaWilliby and Gary
Baldwin, thepetitiongathered 134 verified
signatures. County Clerk MarilynHornsaid

thereweremore signaturesbut some of the
people had moved and not re-registered
Others put their work address rather than
their home address.

The last day to register for the special
election will be Monday, she said. The
clerk’ sofficewill stay openuntil 9p.m. that
night.

Whilethe petition was being circul ated,
Superintendent Kelly Glodt has spent the
last two weeks talking with teachers and
staff memberswho may or may not havea
job next year and those who have options
to think about.

Mr. Glodt said heandtheprincipalsfrom
thehigh school and gradeschool hadtalked
with each of theteachersinvolved. Despite
that, hesaid, thenamesof thestaff members
arestill confidential until the board takesa
vote.

Mr. Glodt said hefeelsgood that each of
thosewho might not haveajobknowswhat
isgoing on. Hesaid theadministratorswill
help those staff membersfind new jobs.

Personally, he said, he thinks the board
will wait to know about the local option
budget increase beforetaking avoteonthe
staff. Those staff members to whom they

Education taxes
will behigher
regar dlessof vote

Property taxes in the Oberlin
School Districtwill goup2.11mills
next year even if ameasureto in-
crease the local option budget
doesn’t pass, although the district
will get $30,000 lessin local taxes
because the general fund will de-
crease.

Themoney raisedthroughthelo-
cal option budget isbased on aper-
centage of the general fund. Cur-
rentlyitis$3,231,400 multiplied by
18.11 percent. If the local option
budget measure passes, thenit will
bethegenera fundmultiplied by 25
percent. That should bring in
$180,633.

If theel ection measurepassesand
the local option budget goesto 25
percent, it will increase taxes just
under 7 mills, county officials say.
That would mean therewill beato-
tal increase of around 9 1/2 mills,
said Superintendent Kelly Glodt.

Below arefiguresfor what it costs
for atypical quarter-section of dry
land, grass land, irrigated land, a
home valued at $50,000 and com-

mercial property valued at $50,000
topay 1 mill of taxes.

The numbersfor:

* A typical quarter section (160
acres) of dry land, thetotal estimated
tax is $5.04, which is then divided
by 160 acresto get $.03 an acre.

* A typical quarter of grassland,
the total estimated tax is $1.44, or
$.01 per acre.

* A typical quarter of irrigated
land, total estimated tax is $12,
$.075an acre.

* Aresidential dwellingvaluedat
$50,000 hasatotal estimated tax of
$5.75 for each mill.

» A commercial property valued
at $50,000 hasatotal estimated tax
of $12.50.

If thelocal optionbudgetincrease
doesn’t pass, taxeswill till increase
about 2.11 millsnext year. That in-
crease meanstaxpayerswill pay:

« For atypical quarter section (160
acres) of dry land, thetotal estimated

(See TAXESonPage 10A)

Wor ker scollecting
auction donations
for annual telethon

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Committeemembersareworking
to bring everything together for the
Seeds of Hope Telethon on Satur-
day, Feb. 28, including collecting
donationsfor boththeliveandsilent
auctions.

As of last Wednesday, only 16
itemshad been collectedfor theauc-
tion, with several of them coming
from out of town.

Theitemsinclude:

« A framed autographed picture
called “ Jayhawks on Parade” from
Dr. Gary, Sarah, Karli and Kaine
Fredrickson.

* A bonelessrib eyeroast cut and
wrapped from Raye’ s Grocery,

A jewelry casewithvanillaplum
products from the Washboard Sa-
lon.

* A Fort Hays State University
Tiger shelf sitter from the univer-
Sity.

* Ticketstoaraceon June5from

Kansas Speedway.

* Ticketsto aplay from the Den-
ver Center Theater Company.

* Folding lawn chair with carry
bag from the Decatur County Farm
Bureau.

» A Maverick pogo stick from
High Plains Baptist Church.

* A professional strengthwhiten-
ing system from Dr. Fredrickson.

*“Sunlight onthe Sappa’ print by
AnnaSeeber Shaw from TheBank.

* Final session facial micro-
dermabrasion from Oberlin Medi-
cal Arts.

* Fan package from the Miami
Dolphins.

* A game day program auto-
graphed by widereceiver Joey Gal -
loway from the Dallas Cowboys.

* Onenight bedand breakfast stay
with dinner for two inthewinecel-
lar diningroomfromtheClaremont
Innin Stratton, Colo.

(See AUCTION on Page 10A)

County Democrats
discussparty caucus

Nine members of the Decatur
County Democraticparty discussed
thedistrict caucusinColbyinMarch
at areorganizational meeting last
Wednesday night.

Bob Strevey, a farmer in the
Norcatur area, said Kansashasbeen
sort of |eft out of the presidential
processbecausethel egislaturede-
cided not to haveapresidential pri-
mary andinstead haveacaucussys-
tem. Democrats have a caucus for
people in the 40th Senatoria dis-
trict, whichisrepresented by Sena-
tor Stan Clark. It includes 18 coun-
ties.

Thecaucuswill beheldat 2 p.m.
on Monday, March 13, in Colby,
said Mr. Strevey.

Atthecaucus, 10delegateswill be
chosen to attend the congressional
district caucus. Atthecongressional
district caucus, five delegates will
be chosento go to the national con-
vention, threemenandtwowomen.

Thestateconventionwill thenbe
held on Saturday, April 24.

If the Democrats in the county
decidetotakepart, hesaid, they will
have a say in what happens. Mr.
Strevey saiditwouldbenicetohave
agood showing at the district cau-
cusin Colby.

The group talked about support-
ing the presidential race. Judy
Gaumer, county chairwoman, said
shethought the party should put up
as many signs as possible in the
county. When Gov. Kathleen Se-
belius ran, she said, they put up
around 100 signs.

Terry Keahey saidthesignsmake
Democratsfromoutsidethe county
feel welcome.

Gary Miller said he thought the
party needed to work on getting
peopletorunfor jobsinthecounty.
Mr. Strevey agreed, and said he
thought the people should have a

(See CAUCUSES on Page 10A)

talkedwon’tbecut officially until theboard
takesavote, hesaid, andthat probably won't
happen before the March board meeting.

Mr. Glodt sai d throughout theprocess, he
hastoldtheteachersashonestly aspossible
what he sees happening even if the local
option budget passes.

“Inthe realm of thewhole bad process,”
saidMr. Glodt, “inmy opinion, theworstis
just now over. There comesatimethat we
haveto start moving forward.”

He said with the changes and reduction
inforce, therewill be some changesinjob
descriptionsnextyear forthosewhoremain,

but thosemay not beknownuntil thebegin-
ning of the year. Mr. Glodt said they will
haveto seehow everything playsout. Some
staffers may decide to resign or retire, he
said, but they have afew months to make
up their minds.

The board has to wait at least 21 days
before having an el ection so the notice can
be published.

Although thereisaprimary election in
August, said Mr. Glodt, the board wantsto
get the election over as soon as possible.

With deadlines and dates coming up, the
(SeeVOTERS 0N Page 10A)

Students
Create|
posters

WITHHERCOWGIRL
HAT ON, fourth grader
Darian Bose (above)
worked on a poster about
Carlsbad Caverns on
Thursday morning. She
andsomeof her classmates
were dressed in cowboy/
cowgirl or prairie clothes
tocelebratethebirthday of
Kansas on Jan. 29. Shay
McChesney and Sam-
antha Anderson (right)
worked on a poster about
Hawaiian volcanoes as
part of their enrichment

class.
— Photos by Kimberly Brandt
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Snhow
givesarea
alittlesp

At first forecasters said the arez
wasgoing to get quiteabit of snow
last weekend, but thenthey said the
area would get a dusting. What
Oberlinfinally gotwas1.3inchesof
snow for theweek, whichmeans.1C
of aninch of moisture.

Now forecasters are calling for
four to eight inches of snow this
week for the Tri-State area. The
forecast called for the snow to start
falling Monday, continue through
today and end on Thursday.

KansasState University Agrono-
mist Brian Olson said any moisture
the area gets will help the wheat
crop. A good portion of the wheat

WRESTLING T-SHIRT Swere hot off the pressat the Northwest Kansas L eaguetourna-
ment on Saturday . Rick Doeden of Custom Trophy and Engraving of Oberlin madethemin
— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

any sizeyouwanted. Story on Page6A.

did come up, he said, and there i<
somethat isactually just starting tc
grow now. Mr. Olsonsaidthewheat

(See SNOW on Page 10A)
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* Voter sget chancetosay yea, nay ontax item

(Continued from Page 1A)
district needstoknow if themeasure
will pass. That way teachers can
know if they haveajob.

If the school board waited until
the August el ection, saving thecost
of a special election, then they
would haveto assumethat the vote
isgoingtofail and cut teachers.

“We are trying to keep as many
peopleaspossibleintown,” saidMr.
Glodt.

Hesaidhedoesn’ tknowwhat will
happen nextyear or if morecutbacks

might berequired. Mr. Glodt said it
dependson how many kidsthedis-
trictwill loseandwhether stateaide
goesup.

Mr. Glodt saidtheschool districts
in St. Francis, Atwood, Hoxie and
Oakley haveall hadto cut morethan
10 teachersin the last few years.
They have had experienced board
clerks, superintendents and board
members, and none of them saw it
coming. Each of the districts had
declining enrollment just like
Oberlin, he said.

(Continued from Page 1A)
tax is$10.63, or $.067 an acre.
* A typical quarter of grassland,
thetotal estimated tax is$3.03, for
$.02 per acre.

* A typical quarter of irrigated
land, total estimated tax is$25.32,
or$.16 anacre.

« A residential dwelling valued
at $50,000 hasatotal estimatedtax
increase of $12.13.

« A commercial property valued
at $50,000 hasatotal estimatedtax
increase of $26.37.

If the vote passes, the total in-
crease will be 9.5 mills. That in-
creasemeanstax payerswill pay:

* Taxeswill behigher next year, irregardiess

« A typical quarter of dry land,
total estimatedtaxis$47.88, $.30
anacre.

* Atypical quarter of grassland,
total estimated tax increaseis
$13.68, $.09 per acre.

« A typical quarter of irrigated
land, total estimated tax is$114,
$.71anacre.

Aresidentia dwellingvaued
at $50,000 has atotal estimated
tax increase of $54.62.

* A commercial property val-
ued at $50,000 has a total esti-
mated increase of $118.75.

Thetax numberswereprovided
by County Appraiser Alan Hale.

ing.
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WITH THE HEL P of former ownersL eeand Judy Ploussard, Jeanette K rizek prepared
vasesof freshflowersinher newly purchased store, Flowersby L ee’s, on M onday morn-
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Hower shop changeshands,
new ownersplantocrossstrest

Flowersby Lee' s, which hasbeeninbusinessin
Oberlin since 1980, has been sold to Dave and
Jeanette Krizek of Jennings by Lee and Judy
Ploussard.

The Krizeks, both graduates of Jennings High
Schooal, livenear Jennings. They haveason, Clint,
who is afreshman at Jennings High School. Mrs.
Krizek, whowill operatethebusiness, took over on
Monday.

She said with Valentine’ s Day coming up, they
plantowait until themiddleof February tomoveto
anew location at 157 S. Penn. The Ploussardswill
continueto helpinthe storefor awhile, shesaid.

“1 amlookingforwardto serving thecommunity
withthesamequality serviceand productsthat L ee
and Judy provided,” Mrs. Krizek said.

ThePloussardsstartedthebusinessin1980inthe
basement of Aunt Martha sParlor at 157 S. Penn,
first with only silk florals, then adding fresh flow-
ersthefollowingyear. Threeyearslater, they moved
thebusinessto 152 S. Penn for ashort time.

“Art Dowling cameinoneday, threw thekey on
the desk and said, ‘1’ m going to Californiafor six
months. Here' sthekey. If you' reinterestedin buy-
ing my building, take an inventory and open the
front door.” And we’ve been here since,” the
Ploussards said.

The couple said they hadn’t planned to sell, but

they were impressed for two reasons when Mrs.
Krizek asked if she could buy the business. First of
all, they said, to know that the younger generation
isinterested inthefuture of Oberlin’ssurvival, and
second, knowingthey will not beleavingtwo empty
buildingson Main Street.

“We feel that new blood, enthusiasm and new
ideas are what keep things moving forward,” they
said. “The Krizeks, and also Marlin and Charlotte
Bowen, whowill continueto operate Cabin Antiques
in the present building, pass those qualifications.
That building has been sold to Richard and Anna
Shaw.

“RetirementisnotinLeePloussard’ svocabulary,
butweplantosmell therosesinstead of sellingthem,
take afew more walks and visit the Pacific North-
west toseefamily andfriends,” saidMrs. Ploussard.

Mr. Ploussard hasbeenonMain Streetin Oberlin
sinceage10whenhetook ajob sweepingsidewalks
for Charley Stevenson at Stevenson’s Drug Store.
Helater waspromoted to sodajerk insideand some
61 years later, he's still on Main Street. His wife,
Judy, opened Aunt Martha’ sin September 1977.

ThePloussardsoperatean aternative health care
business, Bioneti csof Kansas, whichthey will con-
tinueat 308 N. Y ork. They are associated with the
top nutritional formulator and said they are excited
about being a part of thiscompany.

M ost county officesup for grabs

Almost all Decatur County of -
ficeswill be up for election in the
primary Tuesday, Aug. 3, and the
generd electionon Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Jobs up for election include the
magistrate judge, county attorney,
county clerk, register of deeds, trea-
surer, sheriff and commissioner
seatsin Districts2 and 3.

The only seat not up isfor com-
missioner district 1, whichisheld by
Patricia Glenn.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
everyonewho holdsofficenow has
picked uptheinformationtofilefor
the election, but no one has turned
inapetition. Shesaidthefilingdead-
lineis Thursday, June 10.

To file for office, Republicans
need 45 signatures and Democrats
need 20. Thoserunningfor commis-
sioner have adifferent petition re-
quirement, but she said she hasn’t
heard back about what they need.

Prospective candidates can
choosenot tofileapetition and pay
either $5 or 1 percent of the salary
for their office.

Other spots up for election are
township treasurers and trustees.

Mrs.Hornsaidthelast day toreg-
ister for theprimary electionisMon-
day, July 19. Thelast day toregister
for thegeneral electionisMonday,
Oct. 18. On both days, the clerk’s
officewill be open until 9 p.m.

City OKssawer lineextenson for home

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved asewer lineextension for a
new home being built on the north
end of Chautauqua Park on Thurs-
day night.

Thecity will pay for the up-front
costsof the sewer lineand theland-
owner, Everett Shuler, will pay the
money back over thenextfiveyears
with 5 percent interest.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidif someonetapsinto thissewer
line while the landowner is paying
the city back, they will assume a
percentage of the debt.

The sewer extension project will
be privately constructed, said Mr.
Shike, but thecity will beputtingin
the manholes. The line will cut
through public land, he said.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
there were any more buildablelots
at the park. Mr. Shike said there
could be some.

The new house on the northeast

sideof the park already hasasewer
line going to it, but it may need a
street also, said Mr. Shike.

Thecouncil authorizedMr. Shike
tosigntheapplicationformsneeded
for the State Revolving Fund loan
the council isapplying for to assist
with thewaste water project.

Mr. Shike said therewill bealot
of signingandit would probably be
easier for someone in the office to
do it instead of tracking down the
mayor eachtime.

In other business, the council:

* Heard that Mr. Shikemetwitha
structural engineer from Miller and
Associates to look at the vacant
buildings downtown and hewill be
receiving areport.

* Heard the price for the annual
sewer cleaning has gone up. Mr.
Shikesaidhewouldliketodosome
research before the city agreesto
anything.

« Talked briefly about thelagoon

systemat Liberal, whichuseswaste
water to create a lake for fishing.
Councilman Jay Anderson sug-
gested afew people from the city
takealook at it.

» Heard that Mr. Anderson,
County Commissioner Doyle
Brownand Economic Development
Corp. Marketing Director Connie
Grafel are sending out aletter to
learn about tourism places in the
area.

* Heard an announcement from
Mayor Ken Shobe, who saidhewas
electedtorepresent thecitizensand
isopento comments, but hesaid he
will not act on anonymous letters.
Hesaid peoplecantalk withhim or
signtheir letters.

» Helda20-minuteclosed session
for non-elected personnel.

* Auction itemsneeded

(Continued from Page 1A)

* One-night stay for twofromthe
Cottage-Housein Council Grove.

Thecommitteeisacceptingdona
tions, which will be auctioned off
throughout theday. Themoney will
gotol6organizationsinthecounty:

Decatur County Stand Against
Violence, AWANA, Kansans for
Life, FROGS Summer Camp,
Tripple Creek Riders, Decatur
County Relayfor Life, Decatur Area
Theater Association, OberlinLions
Club, Norcatur Pre-School, Ameri-
can Family Radio, Oberlin Girl
Scouts, Norcatur City Library, Sal-
vation Army, Decatur Area Cham-

ber of Commerce, Jennings Com-
munity Hall and Jennings City Li-
brary.

Thetelethonwill featuretwonew
itemsthisyear, including atribute
to the late Royce Wilson, former
television reporter and home show
promoter, who died last year.

The committee members also
wouldliketohonor activeduty mili-
tary men and women from the
county.

Theidea, said committee mem-
ber Kimberly Brandt, istohighlight
onemember each hour by eitherin-
terviewing that person or arela-
tive. Thecommitteewouldasolike

to show picturesof serviceperson-
nel.

Ms. Brandt saidthey aren’t going
tobeabletodothiswithout thehelp
of peopleinthecounty. Thoseinter-
ested in getting their loved oneson
the telethon should call her at 475-
2206.

Theday will befull of talent, in-
terviewswithmembersof organiza-
tionsreceiving the money, awalk-
a-thon, a chili cook off and lots of
food.

Thetelethonwill startalp.m.and
run until 10 p.m. onlocal access
cablechannel 7in Oberlin.

* CaucusesreplaceK ansasprimary

(Continued from Page 1A)
choice. Mr. Miller said it shouldn’t
make adifferenceif thereisaD or
R nexttothecandidate sname; vot-
ers' choices should be based on the
person.

Mr. Strevey saiditisjust amatter
of talkingto peopletoseeif they are
interested in running. He said it is

alsoimportanttoget Democratsreg-
istered to vote.

Mrs. Gaumer said it may be a
good idea to suggest to the county
clerk’ sofficetohaveopenregistra-
tionset upinthesmaller towns, not
justinthe courthouse.

The party could send out wel-
come | etters when people move to

town, said Mrs. Keahey, and ask
themto votein them, or it could be
doneat apersonal visit.

Thegroup also discussed getting
peopl e out to vote on el ection day.

The party elected Mr. Keahey as
county chairman, Linda Schroer as
vicechair, Peggy Groneweg assec-
retary and Mr. Miller astreasurer.

* Snow givesfiddsaneeded drink

(Continued from Page 1A)
that is coming up now will have a
decreased yield potential, but till
might produceacrop.

The areaisn’t looking at great
wheat yields by any stretch of the
imagination, said Mr. Olson. The
crop likely won't be anywhere as

good asit waslast year, but thereis
potential for some good yields. No
one should write off the wheat just
yet.

The recent snow, although it
didn’'t completely cover all the
fields, will help as an insulating
blanket, saidMr. Olson. If that little

bit of snow hadn’t fallen, headded,
the wheat crop wouldn’t have any
protection from the cold.

Thisway the crop has some pro-
tection, andif theforecastiscorrect,
itwill have alot more soon.
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