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County
aksdirector

for joblig

Decisonto hirefull-time
ambulanceworkeronhold

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Decatur County commis-
sionersasked theambulancedirec-
tor towriteajobdescriptionfor him-
self and for afull-time emergency
serviceworker beforethey decideif
another full-time person should be
hired for the service.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy asked afew months ago
about hiring afull-timeworker, but
the commissioners have not yet
givenananswer. Sincethen, Mich-
ael French, who was hired as the
deputy in both the ambulance ser-
vice and sheriff’s office, has been
promoted to undersheriff and does-
n’'twork for theambulanceservice.

Recently the commissioners re-
ceivedwordthat theambul anceser-
viceneededtomail somepaperwork
to the state. Commissioner Ralph
Unger said last year when the state
inspected the service, here were a
few protocols and policiesthat the
service needed to get finished.

Those hadn’t been completed,

said Mr. Unger, and the county re-
ceived aletter which gave aFebru-
ary deadlineto get themin.

Mr. Unger said the commission-
ers wanted to wait until the paper-
work wastaken careof beforemak-
ing adecision about afull time per-
son.

The paperwork has not affected
the performance of the ambulance,
said Mr. Unger, but it is part of the
reguirementsby the state.

Hesaid Mr. Pomeroy had worked
onalotofit, butitjusthadn’tgotin
themail. Thecommissionersasked
him to send it certified mail, and
later received aletter the state had
received the material.

Mr. Unger saidnow Mr. Pomeroy
will beworking onalist of what he
thinks his responsibilities are and
what theresponsibilitiesof another
full timepersonwouldbe. Thecom-
missioners will be thinking about
hiring another personthisweek and
then discussit at the next meeting.

(See COUNTY on Page 10A)

Talent, auctions,
chili tobeoffered
at year lytdethon

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Seeds of Hope Telethon,
completewith local talent, aWalk-
athon, snack bar, chili cook off and
live and silent auction, isonly a
week and half away.

Committeemembershavestarted
meeting weekly to prepare for the
big event from 1 to 10 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 28. Thegoal istocollect
$13,000. L ast year theevent brought
inalittle over $13,000.

Eachyear, thetelethonisheld to
raise money for organizations
throughout Decatur County. Com-
mittee members send out lettersto
organizations asking for them why
they need the money and what they
will useit for. The committee then
decidescaseby casewho shouldand
shouldn’t get the money. Those
votes are compiled and the organi-
zations are selected.

Organi zations receiving money
from the telethon this year are
Decatur County Stand AgainstVio-
lence, AWANA, Kansansfor Life,
FROGS Summer Camp, Tripple
Creek Riders, Decatur County Re-

lay for Life, Decatur Area Theater
Assaciation, Oberlin Lions Club,
Norcatur Pre-School, American
Family Radio, Oberlin Girl Scouts,
Norcatur City Library, Salvation
Army, Decatur Area Chamber of
Commerce, Jennings Community
Hall and Jennings City Library.
Someof theitemsthat have been
collected for the auction are afan
packagefromtheMiami Dolphins,
a"“ Sunlight on the Sappa” print by
AnnaSeeber Shaw from TheBank,
aboneless rib eye roast cut and
wrapped from Raye' s Grocery and
tickets to a play from the Denver
Center Theater Company.
Items are on display in the win-
dow of building.
Thecommitteehasdecidedtoadd
two eventsto thetel ethonthisyear.
There will be atribute to the late
Royce Wilson, former television
reporter and home show promoter,
who died last year.
Thecommitteewouldalsoliketo
honor activeduty military menand
women fromthe county. Sofar, the
(See TELETHON on Page 10A)

Committeewants
annual Walkathon
togoout withabang

This is the last year for the
Walkathon held during the Seedsof
Hope Telethon on Saturday, Feb.
28.

DennisBrown, who isin charge
of the event, said hewould likethe
event to go out with abang.

Thisis the sixth year for the
Walkathon, whichrunsthelength of
thetelethon from 1to 10 p.m.

Mr. Brown said he mails out
pledge sheetsto organizationseach
year, but mostly everyone who
wantstotakepart just showsupwith
their money and startswalking. Six
years ago, the walkathon started
withtheideathat thetelethonwould
use the whole building, said Mr.
Brown.

This way, people who thought
they didn’t have atalent could par-
ticipateinthe event.

Mr. Brown said hehashad a14-
month-oldtoa98-year-oldwalking
onthetrack.

Inthebeginning, saidMr. Brown,

theWalkathonbroughtinquiteabit
of money, but for thelast few years
theevent hasn’ t broughtinasmuch.
Between the walkathon and the
snack bar, he said, they havetaken
inaround $1,500 to $1,600.

There is no minimum pledge to
walk, said Mr. Brown. People can
pledge what they want and walk as
many lapsasthey want. Hesaidthey
have had pledgesaslow anickel.

Mr. Brownsaid anyoneinterested
inwalkingcancall himat 475-2623
andhewill mail thepledgesheet out.
He said people don’'t haveto do a
pledge sheet, though; they can just
show up and walk.

Hesaidhewouldreally liketosee
the schools get involved with the
Walkathon and do challenges, like
classagainst class.

If anyone has any ideas for new
eventsthat include everyoneto re-
place the Walkathon, Mr. Brown
said he would like to hear about
them.
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STATE TROOPERS stopped 56 vehiclesoutside Ober-  (above) stopped amom and daughter totakeaquick check

lin Elementary School on Thursday morning to check to whileLt. Doug Griffiths (below) stopped RomaGrafel.
seeif thedriversand kidshad their seat beltson. A trooper

Drivers
learn

sl ety

Nine Kansas Highway Patrol
troopers set up safety lanes
around Oberlin Elementary
School on Thursday, checkingto
seeif people were wearing their
seat beltsand childrenweresafely
strapped in.

Lt. Doug Griffiths said the
troopers were outside the school
for about 30 minutesonthechilly
morning, and for themost part, it
looked like Oberlin parents had
their act together thisyear.

Inthat time, they made contact
with 56 vehicles. Of those, most
occupantswerereceptive, saidLt.
Griffiths, and most wereawareof
what National Child Safety Week
isabout. Not al, though.

Around8am. onthewest side
of the school, amanin ared car
wasstopped andtheofficer found
that those in the vehicle didn’t
havetheir seatbelts on. The man
receivedaticket and seemedtobe
unhappy aboutit ashepulled out.
L ater, thetroopersheard asqueal
of tiresnearby and figured it was

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt
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thesamecar.

Lt. Griffiths said the troopers
gavefiveticketsfor child restraint
violationsand threefor seat belts.

Hesaidthechildrestrainttickets
covered kids14 and under, and the
seat belt tickets are for anyone 15
and over.

For aseat belt ticket to be writ-
ten, therehastobeaprimary viola-
tion, which means the children

Ahandwdll played

WITHHER POKERHAND, DeniseAbbey wonabou-
guet of red roses Friday from The Oberlin Herald and
businesses downtown, just in time for Vaentine' s Day.
The second prize, agift basket, wasn't claimed, soit was

donated to the Seeds of Hope Telethon.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt
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weren't restrained or there was
someothertrafficinfraction. There
were more child restraint tickets
given than seat belt tickets, Lt.
Griffithssaid, becauseintwo cases
thekidsweren’t buckledinbutthe
adultsor people 15 and over were
wearing their seat belts.
Thetroopersonly didthe safety
lanesat thegradeschool. L t. Griff-
ithssaidthetrooperscamefromall
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over thearea, includingtwofrom
Colby, one from Smith Center,
one from Stockton, two from
Phillipsburg, one from Hill City
and two from Norton.

OnFriday, thetroopersplanned
toregroup andtalk about how the
week had gone. Hesai d thetroop-
ers did alane in Norton last
Wednesday and several other pro-
grams.

Herndon Beavers
toplay last game
at homeon Friday

The Herndon High Beaverswill
play just onemore basketball game
at home, Friday against the Palco
Roosters.

When the Herndon School Dis-
trict agreed last year to consolidate
with Atwood, high school students
knew therewould come atimethat
they wouldnolonger beBeavers, no
longer runontothefield or the bas-
ketball court in Herndon and no
longer wear blueand gold.

That timehascome. Thereisonly
oneregul ar-season basketbal | game
scheduled. That will start at 5:30
p.m. Friday night whentheBeavers
play Palco.

It may betheBeavers' last season,
but what away to go.

Atwood Superintendent L ee
Tarrant said the boys have lost just
one gamethis year, so they will be
going onto regionalsin Goodland.
If they win there, they would go to
sub-state in Colby and then hope-
fully to state.

Dr. Tarrant said the boys have
super team, losing in overtime tc
Weskan for their only setback.

Coach Ryan Becker said he ex-
pectsafull houseFriday. They have
beentryingnottotalk alotabout this
being the last home game in

(SeeBEAVERS 0N Page 10A)

Newspaper group
winsnewsaward

The Nor’West Newspapers
group, including The Oberlin Her-
ald, has won the 2004 Burton
MarvinAwardfor NewsEnterprise
from the William Allen White
Foundation at the University of
Kansas.

The Marvin award is the only
statewide news honor given by the

foundation and the William Allen
White School of Journalism.

The Herald and its sister papers
won for their special edition, “Ru-
ral Schools... onthe Bubble,” last
spring. The 32-page section, pro-
duced by the staff of all six
Nor’ West papers, examined the

(See AWARD on Page 10A)
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*Awardrecaved
fromuniver sty
for special iIssue

(Continued from Page 1A)
condition of school districtsacross
northwest Kansas, includingenroll-
ment and budget trends.

Itwentintotheprobability of con-
solidation down the road, and the
impact of the last round of school
consolidation on Kansastowns.

“This package of stories repre-
sentsthenewspaper group’ sdedica-
tionto coverageof anissueof over-
riding public concern, representing
a commitment to serve the public
andinitiativeinacting onthat com-
mitment,” thejudge said.

Under the ownership and direc-
tion of Steve and Cynthia Haynes,
Nor’ West includes the Bird City
Times, Colby FreePress, Goodland
Star-News, Norton Telegram,
Oberlin Herald and Saint Francis
Herald, rangingincirculationfrom
489t02,160. Thetotal newsstaff for
all six papersisjust eight, and all
eight wereinvolved intheanalysis
of rural school districtsin 12 north-
west Kansas counties.

Cynthia Haynes designed and
edited thespecial section, withhelp
from Mary L ou Olson on proofing,
Karla Jones on makeup and Kim-
berly Brandt, but Mr. Haynes
stressed that it wasacompany-wide
effort.

“This award represents alot of
hard work by our staff, from the
newsdepartment through advertis-
ingandthepress,” saidMr. Haynes.
“They should be proud of thisrec-
ognition by the White Foundation
judges.”

TheMarvinawardisnamedforan
early dean of the School of Journal -
ism. Itusually goestoaproject by a
larger newspaper thatisconsidered
above and beyond the ordinary run
of news coverage, but judges are
allowed to split the award if they
consider an effort by smaller news-
papersto beworthy.

In this case, the judges gave two
awards. The other went to The
Wichita Eagle for a three-year
project to reveal crimesby Kansas
parolees. Thenewspaper hadtosue
to get the information, taking the
casetothestate Supreme Court un-
der the Open Records Act. It even-
tually discovered more than two
dozen murders by felons suppos-
edly under state supervision.

Steve Haynesisa 1970 graduate
of the White School of Journalism
and CynthiaHaynesisa 1971 KU
pharmacy graduate. They have op-
erated Nor’ West Newspaperssince
moving to Oberlin in September
1993.

*Tdethontoraise
money for groups

(Continued from Page 1A)
committeehasbeenunsuccessful in
finding any family members of ac-
tiveduty military peoplewhowould
like to be interviewed during the
telethon.

Theideaistohighlight amilitary
person every hour by interviewing
the person or afamily member. Or-
ganizer Kimberly Brandt said the
committee would like to show pic-

turesof theservicemenandwomen.
Anyonewhoisinterestedin hav-
ing their family member honored
shouldcall Ms. Brandt at 475-2206.
The telethon will be shown on
local access cable channel 7 in
Oberlin. Thosewho don’t get cable
can watch the telethon live at The
Gateway. Anyone is welcome to
cometo The Gateway that day and
watch and eat at the snack bar.

Alliancetohold
basketball giveaway

The Oberlin Business Alliance
will hold acollege basketball give-
away for thepersonwho canchoose
the winner of the national college
championship.

The giveaway will take place at
the beginning of April. Those who
want to participate can pick up
formsat participating businessesor
the Decatur County AreaChamber
of Commerce. If thereisatie, the
parti cipant who guessesthe closest
final scorewill win.

Thealliancewill giveaway a“ pot
of gold” for St. Patrick’s Day. Joe
Stanley, owner of Stanley Hard-
ware, said the ideawasto have a
pieceof paper withall theparticipat-
ing stores on it and then have the
customer take the sheet to each of
thestorestoget signed. Thepromo-
tion will run Tuesday, March 9
through Wednesday, March 17.

After the paper is signed by the
participating businesses, it will be
putinabox andtherewill beadraw-
ing. The pot of gold will include
prizes from participating busi-
nesses.

With only six members at the
meeting last Wednesday, Kurt

Vollertsen, owner of Ward Drug
Store, said it may betimeto get the
Chamber and the alliance com-
bined. Rusty Addleman, owner of
AddlemanDrug Store, saidif some-
onelooked back intheminutesthey
will run across this topic every so
often. Therewill bethosefor it and
againgt it.

It may betimetodoit, said Mr.
Vollertsen

Marilyn Horn, who isthe county
clerk andamember of theChamber,
saidthat thechamber iscountywide
and the alliance does business pro-
motionsjustin Oberlin.

Maybeit istimeto do somekind
of reorganization, said Mr. Vollert-
sen. Peoplemight not get burned out
that way, said Brian Loker, with
KFNF.

In other business, Mr. Stanley
saidthat Chamber Manager Glenva
Nicholswantedtoget athird person
on the signature card at The Bank.
Mrs. Nicholsand Gary Walter with
The Bank are on the card now. Mr.
Vollertsen said hewould doit.

Nadean Stoney of Oberlin was
winner of the Sweetheart Valentine
drawing.

AT THE SWEETHEART LUNCH Friday at Cedar Living Center, Earl Brown sur-
prised hiswife, Zolawith ared rose.

— Photo by Teresa Shaunessy

Teacher saysprogramisahit

The Oberlin School Board lis-
tenedtoapresentationabout aCom-
puter Curriculum Corp. program
usedinthespecia educationclasses
at the high school and also at the
grade school inthe computer | ab.

Teacher Rhonda Barth said she
usesthemath programin her class-
room. She said students get to de-
pendon cal culatorsand shedoesn’t
like that. The students hate word
problems, she said, no matter how
they are exposed to them.

The computer will tutor the kids
and then re-teach them on its own,
shesaid.

Could this program be used for
summer school ?asked board mem-
ber Monte Moore? Yes, said Mrs.
Barth. Each student canbeput at the
level they are at and work from
there. The program doesn’t deal
with just math; therearealso spell-
ing, reading and other areas.

Theprogramhasbeenva uableto

the students, said Mrs. Barth. She
aready hastwo studentswho have
passed ayear’ sgrowth.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said,
pointing at the chart of students’
growth, that these are kids who
haven’'t made ayear’'s growth in
every year they havebeeninschool,
andthey havemadethisprogressin
this short amount of time.

High School Principal Charles
Haag sai dtheprogramwastremen-
dousinthesummer school in Chad-
ron, Neb., where he worked. The
students were put at the level they
neededtobeandthenthereweretwo
or threeteachersto overseeit. The
studentscameandworkedtheir pro-
gram for 30 minutes a day two to
threetimes aweek.

Whenthecomputer saysastudent
isat a certain grade equivalency,
asked Mr. Glodt, doesit compareto
thetestsgiventhrough special edu-
cation? Mrs. Barth said it is pretty

close.

A weakness with the programis
thatthereisn’tany scienceonit, said
Mrs. Barth. Sheasked what thedis-
trictwill dofor sciencecreditsif the
program doesn’t offer science.

Mr. Glodt said Technology Di-
rector Jess Randel islooking into
programsthat havethe sciencecur-
riculum.

Mr. Haag said he believesin this
program. Itisvery accurate.

Thegradeschool has50 comput-
ers with the program. Principal
DuaneDorshorst saidaroundtwoto
threetimesaweek, every childinthe
gradeschool usestheprogram. The
school uses it for both math and
reading.

Mr. Glodt said he thinks people
will start seeingaswitchall overthe
country, because more school swill
be going to computer-based educa-
tion rather than using test books.

Citytoget automated weather system

The City of Oberlin received a
letter from the Kansas Department
of Transportation saying that they
will pay up to $68,400 to put an au-
tomated weather system at the air-
port here.

Thecity wouldberesponsiblefor
the remaining cost of construction
and preliminary engineering costs.

Thedevice, knownasAWOS- I,
is an automated weather observa-
tion system, said City Administra-
tor Gary Shike.

The letter from Secretary of
TransportationDebMiller saidthat
the project was selected on an esti-
mate of $76,000 with the state pro-
viding 90 percent of the construc-
tion costs, including construction
engineering.

The Oberlin City Council re-
ceived the police chief’ s report at
their meeting Thursday, Feb. 5, at
TheGateway. Chief WadeL ockhart
saidin January the department pur-
chasedtwo Samsungvideo cameras
for atotal of $514.

In other business, the council:

* Heard that Ray L ohoefener had
resigned fromthe Housing A uthor-
ity. Mayor Ken Shobeisworkingon

Name

Seeds of Hope
‘Walk-a-thon 2004

|} Come and be a part of the

FINAL Walk-a-thon

Help us bring this part of the Seeds of Hope
to a close, with a big bang!

Sponsor

Amount
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Feb 28 1 p.m. to 10 p.m.
at The Gateway

Questions - contact Dennis Brown at 475-2623.

areplacement.

* Received the new numbers for
the low to moderate income stan-
dardsfor asurvey to seeif the city
can get acommunity devel opment

block grant.

 Heard that City Administrator
Gary Shikewill begetting pricesto
fix the air conditioner units at The
Gateway.

* County
waits
tohire

(Continued from Page 1A)

Mr. Pomeroy said he understooc
that it would be abig step for the
servicesincethere havenever been
twofull-timepaid positionsbefore.
He said no matter who is hired for
thejob, itwill helpwiththebilling.

What would the person be paid,
asked Commissioner Patricie
Glenn? Mr. Pomeroy said in the
rangeof $22,000t0 $24,000 ayear.

A minimum requirement isto be
acertified emergency medical tech-
nician. Mr. Pomeroy said he isn’t
goingto hiresomeonewho needstc
betrained.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Heard that there are seven
people signed up for afirst re-
sponder classthat startson Tuesday,
Feb. 24. Thelast classhad only four
and ine completed it. A first re-
sponder istrained intwo and ahalf
monthsand candriveand hel pwith
patient care on the ambulance with
atrained emergency medical tech-
nician.

*Helda10-minuteclosed session
for attorney/client privilege with
Mr. Pomeroy and County Attorney
Steve Hirsch. There was no action
afterward.

* Beavers
toplay
Friday

(Continued from Page 1A)
Herndon, althoughtheboysand dis-
trict residentsarefully awarethat’ <
what itis.

Hesaid hethinksthe12-manteam
isat easewithitbeingthelast game.
They haveall knownthroughout the
year that thiswill bethefinal season.
The kids went through the turmoil
last year, he said, with months of
talksandthedecisionto consolidate
with Atwood. Atthat time, students
didn’t know if they would have ¢
season thisyear or not.

With there only being seven
teamsin the regional and Herndon
seeded as No. 1, the Beavers will
haveabyethefirst week whileoth-
ersplay a“ pigtail” gameto seewhc
advances. That means there isn’t
any way to get another game in
Herndon.

Mr. Becker hascoached Herndon
football and boysbaskethall for the
past four years.
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O REBATES UP TO $35001 SIS enryno
OR 0% FINANCING ON SELECT NEW 2004 PICKUPS, VANS, CARS, & suv's

"ROLET

87 LINCOLN TOWN CAR

84 CHEVY K-5BLAZER 4X4

85 CHEVY K-5BLAZER 4X4, 6.2 DIESEL
89 CHEVY SUBURBAN, FI 350 V-8, VERY CLEAN & GOOD MECHANICAL

92 CHEVY ASTRO CS EXTENDED VAN, VORTEC 4300 V-6
85 CHEVY K-5 BLAZER 4X4, HEALTHY 350 V-8, NEW MICHELINS .........cccociinentne. $2,500
87 CHEVY VAN HOUSE CONVERSION, FI 350 V-8
92 CHEVY ASTRO EXTENDED VAN, VORTEX 4300
92 PLYMOUTH GRAND VOYAGER SE, LOADED

GREAT SELECTION OF USED CARS UNDER $3000

94 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL
90 FORD MUSTANG GT, 5.0 V-8
93 FORD TAURUS GL ...t e ettt eeas $2,750
91 CHEVY CAPRICE CLASSIC, LOADED
92 BUICK LESABRE CUSTOM, 3800 V-6, LOADED
89 CHRYSLER NEW YORKER FIFTH AVENUE
92 BUICK PARK AVENUE, 3800 V-6
93 SATURN SW1 STATION WAGON
92 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX SE, 3100 V-6
91 EAGLE PREMIER LIMITED, LOADED ES
91 FORD TEMPO, GOOD RUNNER
87 BUICK ESTATE WAGON, 81000 ACTUAL MILES
92 MERCURY SABLE LS, V-6, LOADED
92 MERCURY SABLE GS, V-6, LOADED
92 OLDS ACHIEVA SL COUPE
91 FORD TAURUS GL, 3.8 V-6
87 OLDS 98 REGENCY BROUGHAM COUPE
89 BUICK REGAL CUSTOM COUPE, LOADED
85 FORD LTD, A STRAIGHT CAR

WAUNETA, NEB.

1-877-86CHEVY

HARCHELROAD MOTORS INC.

(308) 394-5555



