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Buildingsstill need fixing,
but teachersaretop priority

One common question about the March 3
school tax electionis, how cantheschool dis-
trict go from wanting a $5.613 million bond
issuethreeyearsagotofix upitsbuildingsto
barely having enough cashtofinishtheyear?

Theanswer issimple, but complex.

Theshort versionisthat the Oberlin School
District still needs abond issue to fix up its
buildings, but that’ s not going to happen, not
in the middle of adrought, arecession and a

financial crisis.

We' regoingtohaveschoolsherefor along
time. The buildings are old, and they need
work. That need hasn’ t goneaway, but every-
onerealizesthisisnot thetimeto pour money

into to the physical plant.

Thenwhy isthedistrict asking for money?

Becauseschool budgets arebased onenroll-
ment, and thedistrict hasbeen|osing students
likecrazy. Inrecent years, thedistrict haslost
morethan 100 students. In 2002 alone, it lost
47, but the impact was not felt until thisyear
because the state allows districts to average
threeyearsin calculating enrolIment.

Basically, theboard andthelast threesuper-
intendents have tried to maintain all the pro-
gramsthe district offers, and put off the day
of reckoningwiththeenrollment decline. Now
the new guy, Kelly Glodt, hasto doitin his

second year, and all at once.

The board has given voters a choice: Cut
nineteachers, roughly, without ataxincrease,
or cut about five jobs with an increasein the
local property tax, knownasthe“local option

budget.”

The difference between nine teacher jobs
andfiveissignificant. It meansfour families

can stay in town rather than leave, four in-
comes will contribute to our economy, and
four teacherscan stay tohel p educateour kids.

It'slikely that fiveteacherswill be gone by
summer anyway. Some are already looking
for other jobs. Thisisnot particularly shock-
ing if you look around; most businesses and
governments already have faced the need to
cut back during therecession.

Saving the other jobswill cost the average

homeowner $50-$60 ayear. Voterswill have

todecideif it’ sworth that.

It's hard to say how much support thereis
for theincrease, but thereisnothing Kansans
value abovetheir schools. It’ sour guessthat

Oberlin peoplewill say yes.

road.

go away. Mr.

Theschool districtwon’ t beout of thewoods
evenif thisissue passes. Thedistrict haslaid
of f several non-contract employees, including
two cooks, andit’ sgoing to haveto scrapeto
find enough cash to get through thisyear.

Evenif the tax increase passes, the money
won’'t comeinuntil next year. Andthere’ sno
guarantee that the schools won't lose even
morestudents, requiring further cutsdownthe

But the need to fix up the buildings won’t

Glodt says he hopesto do as

much aspossiblefromregular capital expen-

dituremoney, avoiding abondissuefor now.

The district’ s all-volunteer Facilities Im-
provement Committee drew up an excellent
planfor modernizingandfound somecreative
ways to cut costs. Someday, when times are

better and wecan affordit, that work needsto

bedone. But it' sawhol e separateissuefrom
thebudget crisisof today. —Steve Haynes

L et kidslivethar ownlives

Parentshavealwayslivedvicari-
ously through their kids.

Sincethedaysof Noah, whenone
neighborhood kid said to the other,
“I'll race 'yato the ark,” parents
have been boasting about how
smart, fast, strong or beautiful their
childiscomparedtoyour child.

Inrecentyears, though, thiscom-
petitionthing seemsto havemoved
to awhole new level. A few years
ago, wehadthe" TexasCheerleader
Murder.” The mother of a cheer-
leader “wannabe” thought shecould
better her daughter’ s chances of
making the cheerleading squad if
someof thecompetition waselimi-
nated, so she arranged for the kill-
ing of oneof the candidates. | think
shegot 15yearstolife.

Thentherewasthefather who at-
tacked and killed his kid’s hockey
coachfor not givingtheboy enough
playingtime.

Granted, thoseareextremecases,
but youcanseethatit’ snot abigstep
for some overzeal ous, hormone-
heated parent to crossover that fine
line between excited spectator and
blood-in-the-eyefanatic.

Y ou know who they are in your
hometown: The parent who goes
nutsat agame, holleringandyelling
at hiskid to, “Get the ball. Get the
ball. Get the ball.” And all the kid
wants to do is be able to run down
the court without falling down in
front of hisfriends. He doesn’t re-
aly want the ball because then he
knows he'll hear, “ Shoot the ball.
Shoot the ball. Shoot theball.”
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

cplotts@nwkansas.com
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They are probably the same par-
entswho make that kid re-play the
gameover andoverinthecar onthe
way home, pointing out every mis-
takehemadeinnot beingaggressive
enough, not shooting enough or
scoring enough. Pretty soonthekid
says, “Enough is enough. | can’t
ever begood enough. | quit.”

Thentheparentssay, “1 won't let
you quit. You said you wanted to
play...and by God, you're going to
play. | won't have a quitter in this
house.”

Whenthisscenariogetsrewound,
though, it probably started more
like, “1 signed you up for Little
L eague today. Y ou want to play,
don’'tyou?’

Wecan'tblameit onthecoaches.
A coach’ sjob depends on hiswin-
loss record. He' s going to push as
hard ashe gets pushed.

Gonearethedayswhenlittleboys
and girlsjust playedagamefor fun.
Now they are being groomed from
theageof 6towinfull-ridescholar-
shipswith an eyeon turning pro.

Forget how unrealisticagoal that
is. Consider the thousands of high

school and coll egeathl etescompet-
ing for the few scholarships avail-
able. Thenconsider thatinany given
year, there are only afew hundred
professional athleted otstobefilled.
That’ salot of disappointed people
who are going to turn around and
push their kids to accomplish the
thingsthey weren’t ableto.

Not every childiscapableof “A”
level work. Butif heisa“C” student
anddoes“B” level work, then heis
definitely doing his best. Let'stry
telling our kids, “Great job. Good
game. Y oudidyour best.1’mproud
of you.”

We've got to quit pushing our
kidsso hard to bethebest. Do their
best, sure. They don’t necessarily
havetobethebest. Thereisadiffer-
ence.

(From theBibI@
\_ /)

Evenachildisknownby his
doings, whether his work be
pure, and whether it be right.
Proverbs20:11
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FRANKLY,
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Thank you, state of Kansas, for )
your help and understanding for
those of uswho live out herein the O %&)
boonies. pm n
At10:53a.m. Feb. 9(that waslast
Monday), | received afax fromthe :
KansasDepartment of Revenueof- By Cynth| a H ayneS
feringtohelpmewith new salestax
reqUltions chaynes@nwkansas.com
These regulations require that J
people collect sales tax where a
product is delivered rather than | havenoideahow muchthestate inKansasCity that sameday.

whereitispurchased. Thisisan at-
temptto collect salestax onInternet
and catalog sales, and | have no
problem with that.

While this law won't affect the
average retailer much, it isabig
problem for newspapersand others
who send alot of small things to
many people. We probably send
papers to 50 of Kansas' 105 coun-
ties, if not more. That' salot of pa-
perwork for amounts that are less
than $40in most cases.

After passing this law, the state
backed off enforcingit becauseof an
uproar from businesseslike mine.

But the Revenue Department
hasn’t been idle. Over the last sev-
eral months, the Department of
Shell-It-Out-Or-Elsehashadacom-
puter firm working nights to de-
velop aprogramto makethe paper-
work goonline, if not away.

Afax| receivedlastMonday said
that“Watch Systemsdevel opedthis
innovative software for Kansas.
Mike Cormaci of Watch Systems
will demonstrate how individuals
and businessescan usethenew tech-
nology to obtain correct sales tax
jurisdictioncodesandratesfor their
customers.”

paidfor thissoftware, butl’ll betit's
morethanmy salary andyourscom-
bined.

Now thestatehasasystem, which
if properly used, cangiveanyonethe
salestax rate for anyonein Kansas
lowering, so thefax said, the num-
ber of salestax jurisdictions (read
state, county and city sales taxes)
from752to only 301.

Thenew software can beused by
using the buyer’ saddress, zip code
or by latitudeand longitude coordi-
nates.

| especially likethat last one. By
theway, what areyour latitudeand
longitude coordinates?

Addresses should work, of
course, but | can't figure out how
they can use zip codes, because
many tax jurisdictions cross zip
codes, whichareapost officefiction
anyway.

But, the statewaswillingto help
thoseof uswhoaren’treally all that
goodat computersandlook uponthe
Internet with mistrust and suspicion.

The great and wise folksin To-
peka set up aseries of seminarsfor
us.

Thefirst wasat 2 p.m. in Olathe
onFeb. 9. Thesecondwasat 5p.m.

Waitaminute. They sent meafax
at almost 11 a.m. to go to seminars
on the other side of the state. If |
drovefast and wasn't caught by the
Kansas Highway Patrol, | might
havejust beenableto maketheKan-
sasCity one.

But, wait. They aren’t that mean.
They have other seminars so that
they can get closer tothe peopleout
here.

Let’'ssee— Feb. 10, 8am., To-
peka; 12:15 p.m., Topeka; and 4
p.m., Lawrence; Feb. 11, 2 p.m.,
Pittsburg; Feb. 12,10a.m., Wichite
and2p.m., Hutchinson; and Feb. 13,
9am. Saling, and 2 p.m., Manhat-
tan.

Well, that’ snice. They areall dur-
ingthework day withinfour daysof
thenoticeand nothing closer than e
four-hour drive. All ineasternKan-
sas, nothing at al inthewest.

Thank you, State of Kansas —
you are so thoughtful. There' s no
oneliving out hereanyway.

Would state Sen. Stan Clark anc
Rep. John Faber please send me
your | atitude and | ongitude coordi-
nates. It may be the only way you
cancontinuetoget thepaper legally.

Neawtaxrulesareburdensome

Kansashasover 750 salestax ju-
risdictions.

The community where | live
(Oakley) hasapopulation of 2,000,
butthecity limitscover partsof three
countiesandthepost officedelivers
mail tofour. Until last July all sales
to Kansas citizens were charged
sal estax based onthel ocation of my
business and all out-of-state sales
weretax exempt.

| have been the owner of asmall
photography studio for the past 29
years. When | take pictures of the
local high school track team, the
runningeventsareinL ogan County
and thefield events arein Thomas
County. When | take pictures at a
high school alumni reunion, | can
have several hundred people order
picturesthat evening, and | am now
supposed to charge salestax based
onwherethepersonlivesbecausel
mail their picture.

Theseordersvary from$6to$10
and the local salestax amount is
never morethan 15 cents. Now | am
supposed to check each person’s
address, verify the amount of sales
tax and record the amount due in
each of the possible 753 Kansas
salestax jurisdictionsmonthly.

If this “destination sourcing” is
allowed nationwide, | will be re-
quiredto collect salestax for every
salestax jurisdictioninour country.
Thepotential existsthat | will have
to write countless checks for less
than $5 monthly or authorize an
electronic fundstransfer in similar
amounts to a number of states. A
common examplewould be photo-
graphs at awedding. Most of the
time, 10to 12 people (family mem-
bers and members of the bridal
party) order two to five pictures
each. Theretal saleswouldbefrom
$10to $100 and it islikely that the
ordersarefromthreeor four states.
Noone, evenwithadementedmind,
can claim that thisis salestax sim-
plification.

Salestax should be based on the
location of the business, not onthe
location where the purchaser first
receives possession of the product
orservice. Aslegisators,weshould
encourage businesses to locate in
our districtsto provideemployment,
increase the propertv tax base. and

r

\_

L etter from Topeka
By StateSen. Stan Clark

~

sclark@ink.org
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strengthen our communities. One
reward shouldbethat thesalestaxes
will remain in the city, county and
statewhereitiscollected.

When | voted last year for the
Streamlined Sales Tax proposal, |
had an explanation recorded. It
stated:

MR. VICE PRESIDENT: My
“yes’ voteiswiththeunderstanding
and assurance from the Senate As-
sessment and Taxation Chairman
that an anticipated minimum gross
salesthreshold of $5millionwill be
adopted beforethe Jan. 1, 2006, ef-
fectivedateof thisact. Without this
assurance, thisact places an undue
compliance burden on beginning
small retail businessesin our state.

Inthe Kansas Senate, some of us
areattempting to either delay or re-
peal thisonerouslaw until Congress
acts. Torenew our local economies,
we have to encourage our youth to
open businesses and many of these
businesseswill havetomarket their
products outside the immediate

community.

A community growsand prospers
when the capital, management and
labor areal three generated within
thecommunity. Absenceof any one
of thesethreeel ementsincreasesthe
hurdlesthat haveto be overcome.

The current law and the regula-
tions being advanced by the multi-
statecompact favor largebusi nesses
that canaffordthecompliancecosts.
At the same time, this law and the
proposed regulations discourage
othersfrom starting abusiness.

| will continueto work to create
abusiness climate that encourages
thedevel opment of morebusi nesses
throughout our state.

Please feel free to contact me on
thisor any issue. | can be reachec
by writingto Sen. Stan Clark, State
Capitol-Room449-N, Topeka, Kan
66612; by calling 1-800-432-3924
or 785-296-7399; by FAX at 801-
457-9064; or by e-mail at sclark-
@ink.org.

Elected Officials
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0 Governor Kathleen Sebelius,
300 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan.
66612. (785) 296-2332

0 U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart
Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510.

(202) 224-4774; fax (202) 224-
3514

0 U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303
Hart Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510.

(202) 224-6521

0 U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 1519
Longworth House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515. (202)
225-2715

0 State Sen. Stan Clark, State
Capitol Building, Room 449-N, To-
peka, Kan. 66612.

(785) 296-7399

0 State Rep. John Faber, 181 W.
Capitol Building, Topeka, Kan.
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