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THE GREAT ROMAN COLISEUM at El Jem,incentra Tunisia, risesat Partsof theinterior have been restored and several movies have been filmed
theend of astreetinthemodern Arabtown. Much of thesouthandwest sides inthearena. Insize, thestadiumissaidtobenearly asbigasthoseinRomeand
isintact, presenting astriking appearancein thefading light of awinter day. Verona.

On tour
IN Tunisia
History, beauty In Africa

If youhadtogojust oneplacein
Tunisia, it'd have to be the great
coliseum at El Jem, south of Tunis
and midway to the Sahara.

Thegreat stadium hasbeen stabi-
lized and some partsrestored, with
much of the outer wall standing as
it did two thousand years ago.

Y ou could stand in the center of
the arena, run your fingersthrough
thesoil andfeel theblood of martyrs
of the church, mingled with that of
daves, gladiatorsand other victims
of thearena.

Y ou might be in the middle of a
movieset, becausemany American
films with a Roman setting have
beenfilmed here. There’ sthedoor-
way Mel Gibson might have
emerged from, and most certainly
some poor Christian, in the days
before Romewas converted.

Incongruously, there's agalva-
nized steel grate over the subterra-
nean cellswherethelionswerekept,
rather than wood planks. That
doesn’t do muchto changetheawe
andthehorror of thisplace, butitis
beautiful inthefading sun.

Y ou should stop and take in the
view from the hill of Carthage,
where civilization stretches back
morethan 3,000years. Thengoread
about the Punic Wars, which ended
with the death of the city and the
enslavement of what wasleft of her
people.

I’d recommend the museum at
Sousse, where they have so many
Roman mosai csthat thelesser ones
have been used to pave the court-

yards. You might be walking on a
2,200-year-old work of art.

There are statues everywhere,
most broken. Someone asked why.
Whenthebloody Romansweresent
packing, it seems, peopletook their
revengeout ontheart.

To the north of the old city of
Sousse, developers are creating a
beachfront resort to rival anything
foundinMexico or any tropical na-
tion. Gleaming yachtsride in the
slipsof themarina; hotel sbeckonto
the hordes of German and French
tourists to come each year. Golf

courses, shops, restaurantslinethe
streets.

Closer to Tunis, just 30 miles
south, isthequaint village of Ham-
mamet, withitsAmerican-stylede-
pot and its white beaches. Houses
rent cheaply in the off season, and
hotelsgofor aslittleas$25 per per-
son per night, breakfast and dinner
included. They insisted that wetry
thefood.

Downtown, intheoldwalled cit-
iesknownastheMedina, you' dfind
mosques dating back 1,300 years,
and shopsandfood standsand more.
Cafeswill rentyouawater pipewith
sanitized mouthpiece, but be care-
ful. Thetobaccois potent.

It' safascinating place. It' samaz-
ingtothink that of 7 milliontourists
ayear in this beautiful corner of
North Africa, only 10,000 are
Americans.

If you shop for fares, you can fly
to Tunisfor under $1,000. It’ sonly
atwo-hour hop from Paris, an hour
from Rome. The mountains, the
fieldsand oliveorchards, thedesert,
the beaches, they’reall beautiful.

I’dgo back inaminute.

Steve Haynes, editor of The
Oberlin Herald and president of
Nor’ West News-

AMERICAN EDITORS (above) walked toward the mosque at Kairouan, in central Tuni-
sia. The building, begun centuries ago and added to over the ages, till serves asahouse of
God. Downtown Tunis(below) isteamingwith plenty of new carsand modern German-built
trolley carsalmost identical tothoseusedin Denver. Palmslinewide French-eraboul evards.

papers, toured
Tunisiaasaguest
of thegover nment
inJanuaryaspart
of a delegation of
American jour-
nalists.

THE VIEW
fromour hotel
(above) was
spectacular,
al pamsand
green with
flowers.
Camels

(right) grazed
along a high-

way. Twowomenwal ked (far right) together,
oneinWesternclothes, oneintraditional dress.

Westerngarbisfar morecommon, especially

inthecities.
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