
Players
have fun
at game
AT THE NORTHWEST
WINDS basketball game
Saturday, Cheryl Hartzog,
Jessica Soderlund, Scott
Holub and Linda Kline
cheered their team on dur-
ing half time. Penny Mon-
toya ( left)  dribbled the ball
towards the basket. The
Winds played men from the
Oberlin and Jennings Fire
Departments. The two
teams play each other every
year at The Gateway. This
year there were more than
20 fans there to cheer on the
players.
                — Herald staff photos by
                                 Kimberly  Brandt

Foreman
asks for
tree fund

The Oberlin City Foreman asked
the council to start a memorial fund
to set money aside to replace the
dead and dying trees at the cemetery.

What City Foreman Dan Castle
learned was that there already is a
memorial fund set up in the cem-
etery fund and there is some money
in it.

Mr. Castle said most the elm trees
are dead and the ash trees are either
dead or taking a beating. The a trees,
he said, are probably 60 to 80 years
old.

There are around 30 trees sur-
rounding the Last Indian Raid me-
morial, said Mr. Castle, and all of
them probably need to be replaced.
He said there will be a man from
Kansas State University coming out
to categorize the trees in March.

Mr. Castle said he believes they
should put trees of some size in the
place of the trees that will be taken
out. That will cost about $500 a tree.

Mr. Castle said he would like to
see a memorial fund set up for do-
nations to help make the cemetery
look better. He said he doesn’t think
people are aware that the cemetery
doesn’t have any money for such
things, although the city has made a
good attempt to put money towards
a wall.

Mayor Ken Shobe said the city
has a memorial fund set up already
for the cemetery. It has $25,000 in
it, he added.

Councilman Jay Anderson asked
if there would be a plaque on the
trees people purchase.  Mr. Castle
said they plan to fasten a plaque on
the wall near the tree or shrubs
someone purchased.

City Clerk Deanna Castle said
some of that money was set aside for
the wall. She said if she remembers
correctly $20,000 will come out of
the memorial fund and $10,000 will
come from general.

That leaves $5,000 in the memo-
rial fund.

Mayor Shobe said he thought the
city could purchase around five to
10 trees. Mrs. Castle said they will
have to set up a line item in the me-
morial fund for trees.

Anyone who wants to donate
money to replace the trees should
call the city at 475-2217.

PRICED TO SELL!!

AFFORDABLE! Two bedroom, large livingroom, formal dining room, central
air/heat, large double garage with small office, storage shed.

Johnson Realty, Inc.
Roberta Johnson, Broker – Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate

109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

Call us today about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785

Lynn’s Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’s Mobile  785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521

Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

ONE LEVEL LIVING!  Two bedroom; living room; spacious eat-in kitchen
with lots of cabinets and all appliances including washer and dryer; attached,
single garage; storage shed; privacy and chain-link fence surround backyard
with patio.

“Best Deal On Wheels”
Steve
Spatz

Don Franke
Cell Ph. 340-0740

902 East “B” • McCook, NE
308/345-3447

90 Mitsubishi Galant, Gold, 4 Cyl, 5 Spd., Fancy Wheels,

Great Economy Car ................................................................ $1,995
87 Cadillac Sedan Deville, Loaded, Soft Top, Runs Excellent

. ............................................................................................... $1,995
88 Chevrolet Corsica, New Motor, Transmission and Struts,

Cheap Driving. ....................................................................... $1,495
90 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL, Blue ........................... $1,295
93 Geo Metro, 45 MPG+, 3 Cyl., 5 Spd. ........................... $   995
89 Mitsubishi Mirage,  16 Valve 4 Cyl., Auto ............ $   995
98 Mercury Sable, V-6, Auto ......................................... $   600
87 Chevy Celebrity, 4 Cyl., Auto. ................................... $   450

Call early, they’re moving fast!!

LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA!

Jerry
Honeycutt

INCOME TAX
 SERVICES

Reasonable Prices
Electronic Filing and Direct Deposit

of Refund Available.

Hirsch & Pratt, LLP
Steven W. Hirsch / Preston A. Pratt

Attorneys-at-Law
124 South Penn., Oberlin, Kansas

785-475-2296

Shelter
extends
groups

A 37-year-old Jennings man has
been charged with eight counts of
aggravated criminal sodomy, which
is a level 2 person felony.

Stanley Shimek, who was a
school janitor in Jennings, went be-
fore Judge John Bremer for his first
appearance on Friday, Feb. 13. He
is being held in the Decatur County
Jail on a $100,000 bond.

Court records say that the counts
are for feloniously and intentionally
engaging in sodomy with a child

Council
looks
at rates

The Oberlin City Council agreed
Thursday that the city needs to raise
$100,000 from monthly fees to help
pay for rebuilding the sewer plant,
but didn’t agree on how much to
raise rates to get to that amount.

Whatever happens, it seems that
the average homeowner’s bill will
go up, maybe more than double cur-
rent rates.

At the meeting Thursday night the
council saw charts show how to get
to the average monthly increase
needed to pay for a loan from either
the state Revolving Loan Fund or
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
in two or three steps.

A state loan, for 20 years, would
require an average residential rate of
$31. A federal loan for 40 years
would require an average rate of
$26. The average bill now is $13.51,
city officials say.

The charts showed two increases
for the state loan of $8.50 per month
each, this year and next, or an in-
crease of $5.67 per month each year
for the next three years.

The chart for the federal loan
showed an increase of $6 for this
year and next or a $4 increase for this
year and the next two years.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council needs to first decide
how much they want to raise by in-
creasing rates before the plant is
built. The money can be saved up to
help pay for the new plant and keep
the loan amount down.

 Once the council decides that
goal, said Mayor Ken Shobe, they’ll
know how much they need to bor-
row, and what the payments will be.
That’s where the formula comes in
to determine what the increase will
be.

Mr. Shike said the council also
needs to decide which loan program
to use.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
he supports the two-step approach
because he likes the 20-year loan.
The more money the city can come
up with beforehand, the lower the
loan will be, which will mean the
users won’t have to pay as much.

The council talked about holding
down the costs for those who use
less than the base amount of water
for the sewer charge.

Mr. Stanley said the city should
let the people who use the most wa-
ter pay for cleaning it up. What if the
city raises the minimum rate $2 and
reduces the gallon usage from 500
cubic feet, asked Mr. Stanley, to 300
cubic feet? That way those who use
less water won’t pay for what they
don’t use.

Is there any way to run a study to
see what the small users use? asked
Mr. McEvoy.

Mr. Shike said they could come
up with an estimate.

It would be good to see the low
end, said Mr. McEvoy.

Mayor Shobe said the council
didn’t have to make a decision at this
meeting, but they needed a goal.
There was a consensus that the city
wanted to raise $100,000.

Mr. McEvoy said he would like to
know how much people actually use
for the next meeting so the council
can make a decision.

Sessions to teach gardening techniques
Want to learn more about garden-

ing? Catch Gardenmania.
The Decatur County Master Gar-

deners are planning six informa-

tional lunches in a program called
Gardenmania, starting Thursday at
the Extension Office.

Sandy Fair, one of the county’s
seven Master Gardeners, said the
idea is to teach people about garden-
ing, using information from Kansas
State University. She said each Mas-
ter Gardener has to contribute com-
munity education hours each year.

Those in their first year, like Dr.
Steve LaBash, have to do 40 hours.
After that it is 20 hours a year until
the gardener has been in the program

for three years, then 10 hours a year.
Mrs. Fair said everyone, except Dr.
LaBash, only has to do 10 hours this
year. The first session of
Gardenmania kicks off at noon
Thursday, with Dr. LaBash present-
ing a program on xeriscaping,.

There is no charge and those at-
tending are encouraged to bring a
brown bag lunch.

There will be a talk every Thurs-
day at noon through April 1:

• Seed selection by Connie
Simonsson on March 4.

• Flower seed design by Shirley
Shields on March 11.

• Edible soybeans by Diane Fric-
key on March 18.

• Drip irrigation by Gaylord
Shields on March 25.

• The April 1 talk will be by Millie
Fisher, a guest speaker.

under 14 years old. In this case, the
documents say, it was a 10-year-old
boy.

Preston Pratt, deputy county at-
torney, said he  wasn’t going to com-
ment on whether the boy was a stu-
dent at the Jennings school.

The charges carry  punishment of
up to 493 months (more than 41
years) in the state prison or a fine up
to $300,000.

A preliminary hearing is set for 10
a.m. Thursday, March 18.

Jennings man charged
with sodomy counts

Northwest Kansas Family Shelter
plans to extend Domestic Violence
Support Groups, starting in March,
to better serve victims in the 18
counties of northwest Kansas.

The groups are offered at no cost
to all participants and cover issues
relating to all aspects of domestic
violence situations.

Support groups available on
March 2 include: Women’s: Tues-
day, 9-10 a.m.; Wednesday, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Men’s: Tuesday, noon to
1 p.m. Call (800) 794-4624 for lo-
cation and child-care information.
For youth support groups, call
Donna Munsch at (800) 794-4624
or (785) 625-3055 .
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