Council
look s
atrates

TheOberlin City Council agreed
Thursday that thecity needstoraise
$100,000frommonthly feestohelp
pay for rebuilding the sewer plant,
but didn’t agree on how much to
raiseratesto get to that amount.

Whatever happens, it seemsthat
the average homeowner’ s bill will
goup, maybemorethandoublecur-
rent rates.

Atthemeeting Thursday nightthe
council saw chartsshow how to get
to the average monthly increase
needed to pay for aloanfromeither
the state Revolving Loan Fund or
theU.S. Department of Agriculture
intwo or three steps.

A stateloan, for 20 years, would
requireanaverageresidential rateof
$31. A federal loan for 40 years
would require an average rate of
$26. Theaveragebill nowis$13.51,
city officialssay.

Thechartsshowed twoincreases
for thestatel oan of $8.50 per month
each, this year and next, or an in-
creaseof $5.67 per montheachyear
for the next threeyears.

The chart for the federal loan
showed an increase of $6 for this
year and next or a$4increaseforthis
year and the next two years.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthecouncil needstofirst decide
how much they want to raise by in-
creasing rates before the plant is
built. Themoney canbesaved upto
help pay for thenew plant and keep
theloan amount down.

Once the council decides that
goal, said Mayor Ken Shobe, they’ Il
know how much they need to bor-
row, andwhat thepaymentswill be.
That’ swheretheformulacomesin
to determinewhat theincreasewill
be.

Mr. Shike said the council also
needstodecidewhichloanprogram
touse.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
he supports the two-step approach
because he likes the 20-year |oan.
Themore money the city can come
up with beforehand, the lower the
loan will be, which will mean the
userswon’'t haveto pay asmuch.

Thecouncil talked about holding
down the costs for those who use
less than the base amount of water
for the sewer charge.

Mr. Stanley said the city should
|et the peoplewho usethemost wa-
ter pay for cleaningitup. What if the
city raisestheminimumrate$2 and
reduces the gallon usage from 500
cubicfeet, asked Mr. Stanley,t0300
cubicfeet? That way thosewho use
less water won't pay for what they
don’t use.

Isthereany way to run astudy to
seewhat thesmall usersuse?asked
Mr. McEvoy.

Mr. Shike said they could come
up with an estimate.

It would be good to see the low
end, said Mr. McEvoy.

Mayor Shobe said the council
didn’'thavetomakeadecisionatthis
meeting, but they needed a goal.
Therewasaconsensusthat thecity
wanted to rai se $100,000.

Mr. McEvoy saidhewouldliketo
know how much peopleactually use
for the next meeting so the council
can makeadecision.
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havefun
at game

AT THE NORTHWEST
WINDS basketball game
Saturday, Cheryl Hartzog,
Jessica Soderlund, Scott
Holub and Linda Kline
cheered their team on dur-
ing half time. Penny Mon-
toya(left) dribbledtheball
towards the basket. The
Windsplayed menfromthe
Oberlin and Jennings Fire
Departments. The two
teamsplay each other every
year at The Gateway. This
year there were more than
20fanstheretocheer onthe
players.

— Herald staff photos by
Kimberly Brandt

Sessonstoteach gardeningtechniques

Wanttolearnmoreabout garden-
ing? Catch Gardenmania.

TheDecatur County Master Gar-
deners are planning six informa-

Jenningsman char ged
with sodomy counts

A 37-year-old Jennings man has
been charged with eight counts of
aggravated criminal sodomy, which
isalevel 2 personfelony.

Stanley Shimek, who was a
school janitor in Jennings, went be-
fore Judge John Bremer for hisfirst
appearance on Friday, Feb. 13. He
isbeing heldinthe Decatur County
Jail on 2$100,000 bond.

Court records say that the counts
areforfelonioudy andintentionally
engaging in sodomy with a child

under 14 yearsold. Inthiscase, the
documentssay, itwasal0-year-old
boy.

Preston Pratt, deputy county at-
torney, said he wasn’t goingtocom-
ment on whether the boy wasastu-
dent at the Jennings school .

Thechargescarry punishment of
up to 493 months (more than 41
years) inthestateprisonor afineup
to $300,000.

A preliminary hearingissetfor 10
am. Thursday, March 18.

INCOME TAX
SERVICES

Reasonable Prices
Electronic Filing and Direct Deposit
of Refund Available.

Hirsch & Pratt, LLP

Steven W. Hirsch / Preston A. Pratt
Attorneys-at-Law
124 South Penn., Oberlin, Kansas

785-475-2296

tional lunchesin a program called
Gardenmania, starting Thursday at
the Extension Office.

Sandy Fair, one of the county’s
seven Master Gardeners, said the
ideai stoteach peopleabout garden-
ing, usinginformationfromKansas
StateUniversity. ShesaideachMas-
ter Gardener hasto contributecom-
munity education hourseach year.

Thoseintheir first year, like Dr.
SteveLaBash, havetodo 40 hours.
After that itis 20 hoursayear until
thegardener hasbeenintheprogram

LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA! | |}

forthreeyears, then10hoursayear.
Mrs. Fair said everyone, except Dr.
LaBash, only hastodo 10 hoursthis
year. The first session of
Gardenmania kicks off at noon
Thursday, with Dr. LaBash present-
ing aprogram on xeri scaping,.
Thereis no charge and those at-
tending are encouraged to bring a

* Flower seed design by Shirley
ShieldsonMarch 11.

* Edible soybeansby DianeFric-
key onMarch 18.

* Drip irrigation by Gaylord
ShieldsonMarch 25.

*TheApril 1talk will beby Millie
Fisher, aguest speaker.

Foreman
asksfor
treefund

TheOberlin City Foreman asked
thecouncil to start amemorial func
to set money aside to replace the
deadanddyingtreesat thecemetery.

What City Foreman Dan Castle
learned was that there already is @
memorial fund set up in the cem-
etery fund and thereissomemoney
init.

Mr. Castlesaid most theelmtrees
aredead andtheash treesare either
dead or taking abeating. Theatrees,
hesaid, are probably 60to 80 years
old.

There are around 30 trees sur-
rounding the Last Indian Raid me-
morial, said Mr. Castle, and al of
them probably need to be replaced.
He said there will be a man from
KansasState University coming out
to categorizethetreesin March.

Mr. Castle said he believes they
should put trees of somesizeinthe
place of the treesthat will be taken
out. Thatwill cost about $500 atree.

Mr. Castle said he would like tc
see amemoria fund set up for do-
nations to help make the cemetery
look better. Hesaid hedoesn’ t think
people are aware that the cemetery
doesn’t have any money for such
things, althoughthecity hasmadee
good attempt to put money towards
awall.

Mayor Ken Shobe said the city
hasamemorial fund set up already
for the cemetery. It has $25,000 in
it, headded.

Councilman Jay Andersonasked
if there would be a plague on the
trees people purchase. Mr. Castle
said they planto fasten aplague on
the wall near the tree or shrubs
someone purchased.

City Clerk Deanna Castle saic
someof that money wasset asidefor
thewall. Shesaidif sheremembers
correctly $20,000 will come out of
thememorial fundand $10,000will
comefrom general.

That leaves $5,000 in the memo-
rial fund.

Mayor Shobe said hethought the
city could purchase around five tc
10trees. Mrs. Castle said they will
haveto set upalineitemintheme-
morial fund for trees.

Anyone who wants to donate
money to replace the trees should
call thecity at 475-2217.

Shdter
extends
groups

Northwest KansasFamily Shelter
plansto extend Domestic Violence
Support Groups, startingin March,
to better serve victimsin the 18
counties of northwest Kansas.

Thegroupsare offered at no cost
to all participants and cover issues
relating to all aspects of domestic
violencesituations.

Support groups available on
March 2 include: Women's: Tues-
day, 9-10 am.; Wednesday, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Men's. Tuesday, noon tc
1 p.m. Cadll (800) 794-4624 for lo-
cation and child-care information.
For youth support groups, call
Donna Munsch at (800) 794-4624
or (785) 625-3055.

brown bag lunch.

PRICED TO SELL!!

Therewill beatalk every Thurs-
day at noon through April 1.

» Seed selection by Connie
Simonsson onMarch 4.

90 Mitsubishi Galant, Gold, 4 Cyl, 5 Spd., Fancy Wheels,

Great Economy Car

87 Cadillac Sedan Deville, Loaded, Soft Top, Runs Excellent
ettt ettt $1,995
88 Chevrolet Corsica, New Motor, Transmission and Struts,

....................................... $1,495

Cheap Driving. .....cccccoevviiiiiiiieneenn.
90 Olds Cutlass Supreme SL, Blue

93 Geo Metro, 45 MPG+, 3 Cyl., 5 Spd. ...vvverveerrrerreennes $ 995
89 Mitsubishi Mirage, 16 Valve 4 Cyl., Auto

98 Mercury Sable, v-6, Auto

87 Chevy Celebrity, 4 Cyl, AUtO. ..........ccoovvvcrerrrrrrrnn. $ 450

=

air/heat,

AFFORDABLE! Two bedroom, largelivingroom, formal dining room, central
large double garage with small office, storage shed.

Call early, they’re moving fast!!

$ure-

Steve
Spatz

Jerry

Honeycutt
902 East “B”
308/345-3447

with patio.

ART
“Best Deal On Wheels”

Don Franke
Cell Ph. 340-0740

McCook, NE

ONE LEVEL LIVING! Two bedroom; living room; spacious eat-in kitchen
with lots of cabinets and all appliancesincluding washer and dryer; attached,
single garage; storage shed; privacy and chain-link fence surround backyard

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka— 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker - - i

Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




