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Statesaysit wantstohelp
but, takesaway our jobs

One by one, the welfare officesin western
Kansas are closing. With them go precious
statejobsthat likely won’t bereplaced.

Instead of being ableto go to an officeand
talk to a case worker or other professional,
Social Services clients now will go to a
“kiosk” where forms and pamphlets will be
stocked. They’ll call atoll-free number and
talk with someonethey’ Il never see.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius and her staff have
done nothing to stop thistravesty.

Ononehand, thestate Department of Com-
merce saysit’s trying to help us find more
plantsand morejobs. Ontheother, the Depart-
ment of Social and Rehabilitation Services

takesjobsaway.

This is nothing new. The Department of
Transportation closed many rural shopsafew
yearsago, taking scarcestatejobsout of places
like Jennings and Selden. The Highway Pa-
trol consolidated all dispatchersin Salina, cre-
ating astaff that most likely will never seethe
roadsthey send troopers out to patrol.

It’ struethat statejobsare not economic de-
velopment, and it salso true that the stateis
nearly broke. It needs to cut back and save

money wherever it can.

But these consolidations savelittle, if any,
cash. They aredesignedtocreatelarger offices
whereworkersareall inthe sameroom. That

makesthem easier to control.

Infact, it' sthe workerswho bear the brunt
of these moves. They either have to uproot
their familiesand moveacrossthestate, com-
mute long distancesto keep their jobsor find

other work.

Some veteran highway patrol dispatchers,
looking at amoveto Salina, smply pulledthe

will be open.

pin. Otherscouldn’t afford toretireyet.
Socia Servicesworkersareinthesameboat.

Many will bedrivinganhour toandfromwork

asthey shift to officesin Colby or Hays that

Thedepartment admitsitisn’tgoingtosave
much, if any, money by closing it’srural of-
fices. It' sjust shifting thingsaround.

Thefact that small-town Kansasand small-
town employees suffer doesn’t faze the wel-
fare bureaucrats. Despite pleasfrom legida-
tors and others, they’ ve crammed their reor-
ganization through.

The end result of all thisismore state jobs
inTopekaandinplaceslikeHaysand Salina.

Topekahasmorethan enough statejobsal-

ready. And while Hays and Salina, Garden
City andWichitamightliketohaveafew more
jobs, they don’ t needthemasbadly asNorton,
Selden, Oberlin, St. Francisor Hoxie.

If thegovernor doescareabout theeconomy
inrural Kansas, she should do something.

What’ sthepoint of oneagency tryingtofind
new jobswhileotherstakestatejobsand move
themtothecities?

Instead, thestateought to beshiftingjobsout

of Topekaand into rural Kansas, not just the

west, but al over, and not to the places that
have jobs, like Garden City or Hays, but to
places like Selden and Smith Center,

Humbolt, lola and Ashland. With modern

can’'t bedone.

communications, thereisno reason why this

Rural Kansashasbeen bleeding popul ation
andjobsfor years. Thestate’ snottoblamefor

that, but it doesn’ t haveto bepart of the prob-

lem.

Governor, doyou care?

—SeveHaynes

Taxpayer doesn’t want topay more
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Why doestheschool district need
atax increase?

| believeit isbecause there have
not been necessary cutsfor the past
10 years. The population of the
county and school enrollment have
steadily declined. Changeswerenot
made al ong the way and now there
isatime of crisis when something
hasto bedone.

There are fewer taxpayers, and
enough isenough. At anin-service
meeting early in the school year, it
was said that compared to 32 other
schoolswiththesameenrollment as
Oberlin, we have 19 more employ-
ees than the other 32. Of that num-
ber, 11 are certified and eight sup-
port staff. Perhaps that is good for
braggingrights, butit doesnot seem
fiscally responsible. | read within-
terest thepositionsthat had been cut
thisyear andwasnot surprisedtosee
they were not high-wagejobs.

Losingjobsanddownsizingarea
sign of the times we live in. Not
many have been unaffected.

It is possible to maintain aqual-
ity education inthe Oberlin School
District without anover-quantity of
staff? | sthere some major industry
cominginto our community that we
are not aware of ? One that would
add to our enrollment, sell real es-
tate, create jobs and ease our tax
burden? | have not heard of any.
Haveyou?

P easel ook at thewhol epictureof
our little community. The nursing

homes are both at low census, our
cherished senior citizens are mov-
ing out of the community togolive
closetotheir children. Many of our
seniors still here aretrying to exist
on limited Social Security. Our
farmers and ranchers have been
dealing with along-term drought,
which not only affectsthem, but all
of us. Thereisaneedtoredesignour
city sewer plant and our water sys-
tem. Theadditional tax money isnot
there; the pockets of our remaining
citizensare shallow and empty.

| donotwant tocomeoff asacold
and callous person. Thisishome, |

love this town and my roots run
deep. We are all emotionally con-
nected. Thebottomlineis, makethe
cuts necessary to live within the
budget. The district will still have
schoolswith quality education.
Thereisawed thof resourcesthat
compare schools, teacher-to-stu-
dent ratios, expensesper studentand
salaries. Thesecanbeobtainedfrom
thelnternetand Sen. StanClark. Get
thereal factsandfigures, then exer-
cise your right to vote, hopefully
with common sense and not emo-
tions.
ShaylaWilliby, Oberlin

Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obheral d@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishform ettersor
|etters about topics which do not

pertain to our area. Thank-yous
from this area should be submitted
totheWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but
will beread and edited for formand
style, clarity, length and legality.
Wewill not publish attacks on pri-
vate individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicis-
sue. R
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Shakessason comesall toosoon

Did you know that Kansas hasa
rattlesnake season?

| alwaysfigured that it was open
seasononthelittlebuzzersanytime
you saw one.

Now, | really likesnakes. | had a
bull snake as a pet when | was
younger. But, I’ ve never beenfond
of crittersthat are meaner than me,
with perhaps the exception of the
cats. Cats, no matter how obnox-
ious, are not poisonous.

So standing at the counter in the
county clerk’s office, | was sur-
prised to see a brochure entitled
2004 Western Prairie Rattlesnake
Crotalus viridis application and
Season |nformation”

It wasn't avery fancy brochure.
It was an 8 1/2-inch-by-11-inch
piece of goldenrod-colored note
paper that had beentri-foldedtogive
yousixsidestolook at. Itwasn'tre-
aly printed, just badly copied.

The cover had the name of the
brochure and a picture of a coiled
snakel assumewasawestern prai-
rierattler.

Under thecaptioninsmall |etters
was the information that commer-
cial prairierattlesnake harvest per-
mitsand commercial dealer permits
expire on December 31, 2004. Be-
low that wasthe usual equal oppor-
tunity notice.

Onthesamesideof thesheet, the
next two folds had information for
commercial harvest and commer-
cial dealer.

In acommercial harvest, prairie
rattlesnakeslessthan 18incheslong
canbepossessed only during special
events and then have to be let go

She'srea

You'd think | didn't have any-
thing better to do thismorning than
read olde-mailsandflipthroughthe
channels.

Truth of thematteris, | should be
gettingready for work right now, or
washing dishes, or doing aload of
laundry; anything that ismore pro-
ductive. Peoplesay, “ Oh, you' reso
busy.” If they only knew. | canwaste
moretimethananyonel know. | will
thinkit'Il only takeafew minutesto
look through a magazine. An hour
later I'm still reading recipes and
critiquing the “before and after”
makeover stories.

Y ou'veheard theexpression, “If
you want something done, find a
busy persontodoit.” Or, find some-
one like me who will wait until the
deadlineisalmost uponthembefore
they start. | have always said, “I
work better under pressure,” when,
infact,“ under pressure” seemstobe
theonly timel work.

| hear my friendstalk about plan-
ning meals. What isthat? Whenwe
get hungry, | look in the refrigera-
tor. If it'sin there, we eat it. Mom
was alittle the same way. At least
she seemed to manage a well-bal-
anced meal. Oh sure, we have a
main course. But sometimesit’ sthe

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

~

J

unharmed and unrestrained.

“Prairierattlesnakesor their parts
may only besold duringacommer-
cia prairierattlesnakespecial event
to a person legally authorized to
purchase prairie rattlesnakes,” the
brochure says. “ A bill of sale shall
accompany each sale of prairie
rattlesnakesor their parts.”

Now, if you want to purchase
rattlesnakesor their partsfor resale
or export out of the state, you have
to have adealer permit.

Dealersmay not have snakesun-
der 18inches. It’ snicetoknow they
protect the children.

The other side of the brochure
sheet has the commercial harvest
permit application. It costs$6if you
have a Kansas hunting license and
$21if youdon't.

No matter whether you have a
huntinglicenseor not, youneedalot
of nerve, acool head and alittlebit
of stupidity to apply.

Thenext fold hasinformation on
the annual Sharon Springs Rattle-
snake Roundup and thelast fold an
application form for commercial
dealers.

A commercial dealer’s permit
costs$51andif you' resmart, you'll

only buy dead snakes.

| wasmostinterestedintheRattle
snakeRoundup, which| havehearc
of but never attended. Apparently
Sharon Springsisthe only town ir
the state that had the bright ideatc
capitalize on something you nor-
mally couldn’t give away.

| wonder why no one else ha:
thought of this?Ohyeah, seeabove

Morbid curiosity kept megoing.

The bag limit on western prairie
rattle snakes is 10 per day with ¢
possession limit of 20. That'salo
of rattles.

Snakes may only be taken by
hand, by noose, by snakehook, tong
or fork or other methods approvec
by the Department of Wildlife anc
Parks.

| guess a shotgun isn’t on the
“other approved methods’ list. No
is garden hoe, my grandmother’
favorite weapon against snakes
When she was done, they were al
“parts.”

Whilel’mmaking funof this, my
friends who have been to the
roundup say it’sreally lotsof fun.

Festival datesareFriday and Sat:
urday, May 7-8thisyear.

Slither ondown.

busy doingnothing

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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only course.

Let’ snoteventalk about cleaning
house. I’'m agood house “ cleaner”
but alousy house* keeper.” My goal
issimple. Keep a path cleared be-
tweenthefront door andthekitchen.
Anythingmoreaggressivethanthat,
and| getintrouble.

It's not that | don’t want atidy
house. | do. It just seemsthat I'm
incapable of actually maintaining
that level of order.

Somewomen can'’ t stand clutter,
but clutterismyfriend. Wegetaong
well. | embraceclutter. | liketothink
of it as organized clutter. This pile
isstuff | wanttoread; that pileisstuff
| have read. Another pileis stuff |
don’twanttoread, but haven’t man-
aged to throw away yet.

Thank goodness!’mmarriedtoa
man who has the same affliction.

JimislikePigpeninthe*“Peanuts’
comicstrip. A cloud of dust follows
himwherever hegoes.

It's true, Jim has more than his
share of clutter around here. The
differenceis, he has the benefit of
thewholeoutdoorsand every stor-
agebuildingontheplacetokeephis
clutterin.

(FromtheBible)
\_ )

... atthenameof Jesusevery
knee should bow, of thingsin
heaven, and thingsin earth,
and things under the earth;
Andthat every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, tothe Glory of God the
Father. Philippians 2:10,11

Pastor against aschool tax increase

TotheEditor:

The Bible tells usto provide for
honest things. Whenit comestothe
proposedincreaseintheschool tax,
thereismuch provisionfor dishon-
estthings.

Itisdishonesttotell thepublicthat
more money is heeded for school
programswhen much money isbe-
ingwasted ontheprogramsalready
offered. It is dishonest to tell the
public that teachers and other staff
haveto becut becauseof thelack of
fundswhen the superintendent, the
high school principal and the el-
ementary school principal aredraw-
inghigfat paychecksandlivinghigh
onthehog. Itisdishonest to ask the
taxpayers of thisschool district for
more money whentherehasbeena
declinein school enrollment.

Let’sfaceit. Unlessthevotersre-
alizethat the school boardisgiving

L etter totheEditor

usthe shaft, then they will keep on
increasing our taxes. Thelocal op-
tionbudget isbased onapercentage
of theoverall school budget. School
budgets(likeany other budget) can
bemanipulated. I f theschool board
isinto pork-barrel spending, then
school taxeswill go sky high. | be-
lieveitistimetoeliminatethelocal
option budget and put the school
board on a spending freeze. Our
school board doesn’t need more
money. They only need to control
their spending.

Inretail sales, thereis one sure
way to get theretailer to sit up and
listentowhat you haveto say. That
way is called aboycaott. | call for a

boycott of our publicschool district.
How canthisbeaccomplished?If
every parent withdraws their chil-
drenfrom thepublic school and es-
tablishes a non-accredited private
school intheir home, thenwewoul o
havenomoreneed of apublicschool
inthiscommunity. Isitlegal? Yes,
it is perfectly legal, and the school
board cannot protest or regul atethe
actions of the parents. Millions of
dollarswouldbesaved and our chil-
dren would receive the best educa-
tion money can buy. Besides, par-
ents are the best educators in the
world.
Pastor Steve Smith
HighPlainsBaptist Church, Oberlin



