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Taxincrease
for schools
falls613-404

\Voterssay ' no' to request
for higher property levy

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Votersin aspecial election said
“no” Tuesday, defeatingaquestion
torai setheOberlin School District's
local option budget to 25 percent of
the general fund by 209 votes.

School officials have said they
will haveto eliminatetheequivalent
of nine teachersif the tax increase
failed, but only about fiveif it
passed. Decisions may come at a
school board meeting Monday.

Therewere 613 novotesand 404
yes, nearly theoppositeof asimilar
vote last year. With only two poll-
ing places, one at the Decatur
County Courthouse and one at the
Norcatur city office, volunteers
were done counting the ballots by
7:30 p.m.

Out of the2,133 peopleregistered
tovoteinthedistrict, only 1,017, or
just less than half, took part in the
election, including 102 peoplewho
voted early. That means 48 percent
of the registered voters made the
decision.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt,
tracked down at a Red Devils bas-
ketball game in Hoxie, said he
would be lying if he didn’t say he
was disappointed

“Thatiswhy thereareelections,”
he said. “ The public has spoken.

“The administration and the
board will just have to do the best

with the hand they have been dealt.
Wewill still providethebest educa-
tion possiblewith theresourceswe
have.”

Theboard approved aresolution
toincreasethelocal option budget,
which comes from a property tax
levy, from 18.11 percent to 25 per-
cent of thegeneral fundin January.

At the time, Phil Lahman, who
buildsterracesand ownstwo house
in Oberlin, asked the board to skip
the petition process and go to an
election. The board decided not to
dothat, and Mr. Lahman circul ated
apetitionwith helpfromothers, in-
cluding Gary Baldwin and Shayla
Williby.

On Jan. 30, the petition was
turnedintothecounty clerk’ soffice
and certifiedwith 134 signatures. It
needed only 106, or 5 percent of the
votersinthedistrict.

The petition forced an election,
alowing voterstodecideif thedis-
trict couldraisetaxes. Theincrease
had been estimated at around 7
mills.

Thisisnot thefirsttimetheboard
has been through this process, but
theresultsweredifferent. Last July,
the board passed aresolutionto in-
creasethelocal option budget from
13.11 to 18.11 percent. A petition
wasfiled, andinaspecial election,
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TENMINUTESbeforethepollsclosed Tuesday ev

ening, LaMoineWolframcast hisballot

intheschool election at the Decatur County Courthouse. At that time, around 820 peoplehad
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

voted.

Flier sagainst school tax increasepaper thetown

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Fliers appeared thisweek on car
windshields, in the grocery and at
the gas stations against the Oberlin
School District’slocal option bud-
get increaseto 25 percent.

On Wednesday, Pastor Steve
Smithhanded out aflier stating that
between the 2001-2002 and 2002-

2003 school years, therewasanin-
crease of $290,283 in the school
budget. Hesaid hegot thefiguresoff
the Kansas Department of Educa-
tion website.

Superintendent Kelly Glodt said
what the flier didn’t say was that
between those years, the state de-
cided to take away the special edu-

cation fund and add it into the gen-
eral fund. That iswhy the general
fundwent up $290,000, adding that
itisaccuratetosay that stateaidehas
increased.

The same flier claims that last
year The Topeka Capital Journal
reported that the L egislature had
been considering increasing the

maximum allowed on thelocal op-
tion budget from 25 to 35 percent.
Hesaysthat ayesvoteisayestothe
additional 10percentincreasewhen
it becomeslaw.

The election on Tuesday would
haveauthorized a5 percentincrease
inthelocal option budget to 25 per-
cent of thedistrict’ sbudget. That is

Decatur County received nearly
$1.3million last Tuesday fromthe
Cochranfamily estate, withhalf of
the money going to the Decatur
County Good Samaritan Center
and half to Cedar Living Center.

Both nursing homes received
checksfor $634,255fromL eonard
Cochran, a nephew of the couple
wholeft themoney, at theregular
county commission meeting.

County Attorney Steve Hirsch
said atax closing letter on Phyllis
Cochran’s estate had been re-
ceived in the past week. Her par-
ents were Shirley and Laura
Cochran. Mr. Hirsch said the par-
ents had set up atrust for their
daughter, and then when shedied
afew yearsago, themoney wasto
be split between the two nursing
homes.

Mr. Cochran and Phyll Cramer
are trustees for the family. Mr.
Hirsch said Mr. Cramer wasn't
ableto bethere.

Shirley Cochran, said Mr.
Hirsch, wasafarmer. Their daugh-
ter wasbornin 1930. Thefamily
lived on several farms in the
Oberlinareauntil 1970when they
retired and moved into town.

Mr. Cochran died in 1992,

Family leaves
over $1 million
tonursng homes

Shortly after that, his wife and
daughter movedinto Cedar Living
Center.1n2000, Mrs. Cochrandied
attheageof 91.1n2002, her daugh-
ter died at the age of 72.

Mr. Hirsch said thereisstill one
investment that can’ t beliquidated,
sotherewill beanother check com-
ing for afew hundred dollars.

Good Samaritan Administrator
Janice Shobe, Activities Director
Jan Badsky and Director of Nurs-
ingLorettaM cFeeweretheretoac-
cept the check.

Mrs. Shobe said there are some
building needs that need to be ad-
dressed. She said the bulk of the
money will beinvestedandthecen-
ter will usetheproceedseachyear.

“Wearevery appreciativeof that
type of support from someonein
thecommunity,” said Mrs. Shobe.
“1 think both Cedar Living Center
andthe Good Samaritan Center are
very honored to be entrusted with
that type of donation.”

Hospital Board President
CharlesFrickey wasat themeeting
intheplaceof Administrator Lynn
Doeden, who was out of town.

Mrs. Doeden said there haven't
been any decisions made about

(SeeFAMILY on Page 10A)

THE COCHRAN FAMILY left over $1 million to the
county: Shirley, Lauraandtheir daughter, Phyllis,inaphoto
fromtheearly 1930s.

thehighest now allowed under state
law. Mr. Glodt said the board can’t
goto35percent andtheL egislature
hasn’tevendecidedif themaximum
will goup.

Pastor Smith handed out another
flier on Saturday after he did more
research. He said the whole thing

(SeeFLIERS on Page 10A)

Jannings
school
Isopen

Boardvows
tokeegpgoing

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Jennings School District ex-
pectsto havefewer than 50 students
next year, but board members say
rumors of the district’s demise are
exaggerated.

Board membersand Superinten-
dent Lee Stieben signed a letter tc
parentslast week assuring themthat
the school will be open next year.

Atleastfor now, Mr. Stiebensaid,
thereisnotalk about consolidating
or closingtheschool. Financially, he
said, thedistrictisdoingfineandthe
school will stay open aslong asit
can. Basicaly, he said, that means
until the money or the students run
out.

Thisyear, thereare61 studentsat
theschooal, althoughthat i sexpectec
todrop. Thereare12 seniorsgradu-
ating andjust onekindergartner ex-
pected for next year.

School Board Vice President
VickieBailey said Monday that the
board hasn’t even considered con-
solidation. Thenumbersaregetting
low, she said, low enough that the
board may havetostartlookinginto
somethings.

But, she said, rumors that the
school will closearesimply nottrue.
Thebudget isin good shapeandthe
district will have the money for at
least the next two years.

Mrs. Bailey hasbeenontheboarc
for atleastthelast 12 yearsand been
thevicepresident for three. Shesaic
the board has been planning for the
last 10yearsand havel ookedfarinto
the future so that there would be
money. She said they havegrouped
classes together so thereisn’'t alot
of wastewhenit comesto teachers.

Theotherthing, said Mrs. Bailey,
isthat the board and teachers have
donesomeuniquethingswith sala-
ries. Instead of giving raises every
year, shesaid, they doalumpbonus
at the end of the year once the sup-
pliesare purchased.

The teachers are good, she said.
They are conservative and don’t
waste anything.

Although there will be 13 fewer
students next year, the district will

(SeeBOARD on Page 10A)

Steady rainfalls,
forcangschool buses
touse‘mudroutes

Theskiesopened up Sunday, let-
ting a soft rain dampen the ground
and lifting some spirits.

In all, Oberlin received 1.14
inchesof rain, which gavethewheat
agood drink and madecounty roads
muddy.

Sunday afternoon, CassAvenue,
otherwise referred to as Canal
Street, had asteady flow.

Later in the evening the rain
turnedto snow and thewind kicked
up.
Somestudentsbegantothink that
maybeitwould snow enoughtocan-
cel school.

Although there was a 90 percent
chanceof thewhitestuff inthefore-

cast, by Monday morning there
wasn’t much to look at and the
school busses went out on storm
routes, using the paved highways
only.

Parentshave adesignated spot tc
take the kids to ride the bus. Nor-
mally, thebusgoestoeach student’ s
house to pick them up, but on mud
route days, the busses stay on the
pavement so they don’t get stuck.

As of Monday night, the school
didn’t know if they would run muc
routesfor Tuesday or not. Superin-
tendent Kelly Glodt said the deci-
sion wouldn’t be made until 5:3C
a.m. when Transportation Director
Brian Simonsson callshim.

| nvestor stakeover
Norcatur eevator

A group of area farmers pur-
chasedstockinNorcatur Grainfrom
long-time owner Bob Rapp re-
cently, but theelevator isstill open
for business.

Glenn Strevey, one of theinves-
tors, saidthat someof thestockhol d-
ersfor the business have changed.

He said the business has been

aroundfor 100 yearsanditisgoing
to stay open. Itisbusinessasit has
alwaysbeen, hesaid, athoughthere
isreorgani zation going on.

Mr. Strevey would only say that
there haven’t been any major shake
ups.

He said the former owner, Mr.
Rapp, has moved to Manhattan.
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* Board promisss
school will be
open next year

(Continued from Page 1A)
be ableto usethe number from this
year todraw upitsbudget, shesaid.
That way, for at least the next two
yearsthemoney will bethere.

Shesaid shehadn’t heard theru-
mors, but peoplebrought themtothe
board. Mrs. Bailey said they don't
want teachersjumping ship or kids
leaving because of therumors.

Thesuperintendent saidthereare
so many rumorsthat theschool was
going to close next year that the
boardthought aletter to patronsand
parentswasagood idea.

Mr. Stieben, who hasbeeninthe
districtfortwoyearsnow, saidplans
haven't changed.

The board has aways wanted to
keep the school in Jenningsaslong
asthey can. Thedistrictisstruggling
just like any school in northwest
Kansas, he said, and enrollment
keepsgoing down.

At this point, he said, the board
hasn’t had to make any major cuts,

butif enrollment keepsgoingdown,
they may havetolook at some.

Mr. Stiebensaidthereisbill inthe
L egislature that would allow the
state to shut down schoolswith an
enrollment under 100, but it hasn’t
passed.

If the board had to make a deci-
sion, he said, he didn’t know what
would happen. Jenningsis along
waysfromother schoolsinthearea.
He said he assumed it would be
moreof adissolutionthanamerger.

Mrs. Bailey agreed, saying she
wasn't surethedistrict would have
much success with consolidation
because thetown isfar away from
other schools.

The school is important to
Jennings, she said, and thekids get
agood education. When the school
goes, she said, Jenningswill prob-
ably lose its bank and everything
else

“Thespirit of thetown dies, too,”
shesaid.

* Flier spassed out
againgt Increase

(Continued from Page 1A)
started when hewanted tolearnthe
history of the local option budget
and he came across other informa-
tion.

Thisyear, hesaid, thereisabillin
theL egislaturethat wouldallowthe
board to raise thelocal option bud-
get as high as its wants without a
public vote. The bill has not been
passed.

Thereweretwoother flierscircu-
lated thisweek. Onewasn’t signed
andtheother wascompiledby Mike
Helm and ShaylaWilliby.

Mr.HelmandMrs. Williby talked
about wagesfor the superintendent
and other administrators. It states
that the superintendent makes
$80,000 a year plus benefits. (Mr.
Glodt actually makes $80,794
which includes board-paid fringe
benefits of $3,394.)

Theflier saysthat if the school
was going to close, then al of the
board memberswould havebeen at
theinformational meetingsthedis-
trict held about theincrease.

Mr. Glodt said everyone has a
righttoput fliersout. Hesaid hehas
tried to be as accurate as possible
and has talked with people one on
one, insmall groupsand at the pub-
lic meetings.

Mr. Glodt said the local option
budget had goneup every year until
last year, whenit hit 13.11 percent.
That was as high as the old board

* Family
leaves
edate

(Continued from Page 1A)
how themoney will bespent, but she
said sheis sure the board will take
into consideration whether to do
stocks, bondsor mutual funds, then
use the interest for capital pur-
chases.

“Thisindeed is avery generous
gift,” said Commissioner Ralph
Unger ashethanked Mr. Cochran.

“1 never thought | would live to
seesomethinglikethis,” said Com-
missioner DoyleBrown, addingthat
it made him proud to be a Decatur
Countian.

Thecounty hasreceived giftsbe-
fore, saidMr. Unger, but thisisprob-
ably the biggest. The county re-
ceivesgiftsfrom*averagepeople,”
he said, “ but with larger than aver-
age hearts.”

Countytotest
dormsdarens

Storm sirens in Decatur County
will betestedweekly duringtornado
season, starting at 10a.m. Monday.

Emergency Preparedness Direc-
tor Bert Cool said thesirenswill be
tested every Monday from then on
at 10 am. until the violent storm
periodisover, normally lateAugust.

There arefour sirensin Oberlin,
by thehospital, at The Gateway, by
the city shop downtown and at the
ball park. There are also sirensin
Norcatur, Jennings and Dresden.

Mr. Cool saidanoscillatingnoise
meanstakecover andthesolidtone
meansitisall clear.

resolution said it could go. At that
timetheboard decidedtoask for a5
percent increase to 18.11 percent.
The request was challenged by a
petition, whichforced apublicvote
lastyear. Theincreasepassed by 606
to 393 vote.

As of Monday night, there
weren'tanyflierscirculatinginsup-
port of theincrease. Supportershave
put out some yard signs and Mr.
Glodt has been making the rounds
of coffeeshopsandrestaurants. Pas-
tor Smith has“voteno” signsin his
yard.

Ashestoashes

ONASHWEDNESDAY , theRev. DougHasty of teObérI inUnited Methodist Churc
taught young members, including SabrinaDellere, about theday of penance. Then heput

across of ashes, madefrom palm leavesand mixed with oil, on their foreheads.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt
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* Tax
Issue
loses

(Continued from Page 1A)
voters approved the increase 606-
393.

Even with the extra money, the
board started to cut back on spend-
ing as enrollment declines eroded
the budget. Cutsincluded limiting
fieldtrips, reducingtheoveral ath-
leticinventory, eliminatingthe” C”
team for football, reducing the
amount spent on classroomsupplies
from $500 per teacher to $300 and
reconfiguring the elementary staff
rather than replacing afifth-grade
teacher.

Later, the board decided to drop
thecurriculum council for theyear,
delayed ordering textbooks, askeo
the teachers to take a lower insur-
ance plan, put afreeze on salaries
and cut five days out of the school
year.
Mr. Glodt said at theMarchboarc
meeting on Monday, theboard will
haveto do resolutions of intent not
to renew certified staff members.
Non-teachingstaff will bereviewed
later, hesaid.

Chamber,

The Decatur County Area
Chamber of Commerce and
KFNF Radio are gearing up for
their firsthomeshow on Saturday
and Sunday, March20and 21, at
The Gateway.

The show will be open Satur-
day from9am. to5 p.m. and
Sunday from11am.to4 p.m.

Chamber Manager Glenva
Nicholssaidthey already have23
booths signed up, including
banks, appliances, air condition-

radio gationtohost homeshow

ing and heating, hardware, garden-
ing and computer and phonelines.

Thereisroomfor 40boothsinthe
arena at The Gateway, said Mrs.
Nichols, and the chamber’sgoal is
tofill all the spaces.

Thereisdtill timetoregister fora
booth, she added, noting that they
would like all registrationsin by
Friday. Toregister, call thechamber
officeat 785-475-3441.

The booths cost $75 for a10x10
spot or $125 for a10x20 spot. Mrs.

Nichols said for an additional $50,
KFNFwill mentionthenamesof the
businesses with the booths several
times on the air and they will do a
liveinterview bothdaystheshowis
open.

Thisisthefirsthomeshow forthe
Chamber and radio station. Royce
Wilson,whodiedlastyear, formerly
held a home show annually, Mrs.
Nicholssaid. TheChamber decided
to keep the show going thisyear to
help people learn about things that

areavailablefor their homes, and
asked KFNFif they wantedto co-
sponsor the event.

Mrs. Nicholssaidtheshowisa
great way for homeownersto see
the new line of productsthat are
available and also away to visit
with professionals.

The Gateway staff will berun-
ning a concession stand both
days.

Thehomeshow isfreefor spec-
tators.
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