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‘Patriot Act’ allows
gover nment tospy on us

Every timeyouwriteacheck or makeabank
deposit, your government may besnoopingon
you.

Naw, you say. Y our government wouldn’t
dothat.

Wrong.

TheU.S. governmentiscompilingmassive
amounts of information about every person
who uses the banking system, and this data
collection has grown by leaps and boundsin
recent years.

Thebiggest changecamewiththe2002 pas-
sage of theill-named Patriot Act. That law
required banks to seek identification from
people who open accounts and increased re-
quirementsfor reporting bank transactions.

Thesesameruleshad beenblocked by Con-
gressinthetwoyearsbeforebecauseof legiti-
mateconcernsover privacy. AftertheSept. 11,
2001, terroristsattacks, however, al betswere
off.

People were demanding protection, and
Congressmoved quickly to establishthe De-
partment of Homeland Security. Snooping
provisionsthat had been shelved weredusted
off and shoved into the Patriot Act.

Thegovernment saidit neededtobeableto
track terrorist money comingintotheU.S. To
dothat, it got permissiontosnooponevery one
of us.

Just thefinancial cost of thislaw isburden-
some. Banks have to check identification
when people open or change an account.
Bankers look people they have known for
yearsin the eye and demand that they prove
just who they are.

All this paperwork is expensive, with na-
tionwidecostsinthebillions. It’ spiled ontop
of tons of paperwork banks already produce
for the Internal Revenue Service and bank
examiners. Thisisamajor expense in bank-
Ing, an expensethat customers haveto pay.

Towhat benefit?

Isit likely that the government can track a
few dozenterroristsby watching thebank ac-
countsof millionsof Americans?

Not hardly. It's possible, but not likely. If
past experienceisany guide, officialswould
ignore the terrorist accounts until it was too
late, then call for morelaws.

Meantime, they’ rebuildinganifty databank
onall of us.

Government agentscan check onyour bank
activity. Y our bank can’t even tell you when
it happens.

Thesameistrueof your library. Terrorists
might check out books on making bombs.
Agents, operating under the Patriot Act, can
check up on what you’ ve been reading. The
librarian is barred by law from telling you
about the snooping.

Many membersof Congressnow ruetheday
they voted for thisill-conceived and danger-
ous law, but the damage is done. Public out-
rageover theterrorist attackscreated an open-
ingtopassanythinginthenameof “ security.”

Thereisno sentiment now to repeal any of
its provisions, despite the obvious threat to
privacy and civil rights.

Powers once given to the government are
seldom taken away.

It seems odd that this massive breach of
rights has occurred under a supposedly con-
servative Republican president.

But under GeorgeBush, thefederal govern-
ment has seized control of local schoolswith
theNo Child Left Behind Act, and pushed it-
self into adozen different openings. The Pa-
triot Actissmply thegreatestthreat toliberty.
It’s far from the only symptom of Big
Brotherism.

Patriot Act,indeed. It' salawinthebest tra-
dition of George Orwell’s*1984.”

—SeveHaynes

Oberlinresdentsopenthar hearts

TotheEditor:

Oberlin is a“blessed” town,
blessed with many kind heartswho
unceremoniously goabouttheir ev-

( L etterstotheEditor

eryday lives, performingtheneces-

sitiesof lifeunder lessthan the best
of conditions. However, when an
opportunity for open-hearted shar-
ing comes along, they are eager to
say, “count mein.” I, for one, am
pleased and proud to livein such a
warm town.

When | first moved here from
Tennesseeg, | had thoughtsof retire-
ment, maybe opening asmall busi-
nessand perhapsgivingtomy newly
adopted community what little |
could. After the first year of my
computer business, | struck uponthe
ideaof takingtheusedtrade-incom-
puters and refurbishing them, then
givingthosetoyoungsterswho, un-
der circumstancesbeyondtheir con-
trol, couldn’ t affordacomputer. The
principals from our schools indi-
catedtomecertainkidswhofellinto
that criterion.

Soon, | found that each of the
businesses in town, as they pur-
chased anew unit from me, wanted
toparticipateinmy endeavor. Some
of thefolksintowna sowantedtheir
used unitsto begivenaway aswell.
So, hereismy “thank you” list:

Ken and Christie Morris —

Macintosh computer, givento Boy
and Girl Scouts.

The City Offices (Gateway) —
three computers given to various
childrenintown.

American Legion and Auxiliary
— some members donated money
for needed parts.

Terry and Brian of T&B Enter-
prises— Hewlett-Packard system.

Decatur County Title and Ab-
stract — two twin units, givento a
brother and sisterinthearea(thanks,
Vicky).

Charlie Corcoran, one of our
town’ sgreatest assets.

Oberlin Clinic and the hospital

board for donating a basement full
of parts.
TheBank (thanks, Gary).
TheL-7Ranch(DottieandFloyd
L otker) — used unit and printer.
Joe Stanley of Stanley Hardware
for “word of mouth” advertising.
Tammy Sporn for her “word of
mouth” advertising.
Col. Gary Allen and Carolyn —
used partsand moral support.
Also, therearesomewhowishto
remain silent cooperators. To each
andall of you, | say thanks, and God
blessyouinthecomingyears.
Walt Pennell
Oberlin

Reader loved contest

TotheEditor:

Thank you for sponsoring the
“best poker hand” Vaentine' spro-
motion. Itwasfunand| waspleased

toseethat my threefourshelpedme

to win the beautiful bouquet of
roses. [t made my day!
With much appreciation,
Denise Abbey
Oberlin

" THE OBERLIN HERALD

lin, Kan. 67749.

PressAssociation.

Kan. 67749-2243.

\_

USPS401-600
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749. Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresdenand Decatur County. M ember of
the Kansas Press Association, National News-
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa-
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland

Subscriptions: Oneyear, $28 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $32 (tax
included) el sewhereinK ansas, $35€el sewhereintheU.S. Foreign
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POST-
MASTER: Send changeof addressto 170 S. PennAve., Oberlin,

Officehours: 8:30a.m.-5:30p.m. Mon.-Fri.
(Alsoopenmost Saturdayswhen someoneisin.)

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

Phone: (785)475-2206  Fax (785) 475-2800
E-mail: obherald@nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers
STAFF
SteveHayNes. ..o vveeeeee e editor
Kimberly Brandt .................. managing editor
MaryLouOIson .......cccccecenuenene society editor
Judy Jordan ........ceeeiiiiiieenns proofreader
CarolynKelley-Plotts..................... columnist
CynthiaHaynes.................. businessmanager
DavidBergling............... advertising manager
PatCozad ......ccccoovennee. wantads/circulation
KarlaJones, DorisMiller ... advertising production
JoanBettS ..o historian
MarshaMorford..........ccccevevveeiennenens mailing
Whitney Beinke .........cccccoceneee. pagemakeup
— N
Q
s ASSOCIATON: s rxgggg&%gﬁwsmpsn

SOME OF 0% IN
THE LEGISLATURE
Al OFROSF A

i PRIVATE PRISON INDUSTRY

f
i

Bl IN KANSAG BECAUSE
Al THEY'LL LOBBY HARD FOR

rﬂ'}}’v":'

18 TOUGHER SENTENCES.

CELL BLOCK
D

O 8 .
Tovern (ApIAL-JouRNAL

COINCIDENCE !
THAT'S THE
OAME REASON

J oPPOSE IT.

A

‘ThePasson’ an experience

What can | say about “ The Pas-
sion” that hasn't already beensaid?

Knowingthatitwaspremieringin
aneighboringtownlast Wednesday,
| contacted the theater owner at his
home to see if he was pre-selling
tickets. Heassured methat if some-
oneshowedupat 6:30p.m. Tuesday
night when the box office opened,
they could buy tickets to the next
evening’ sperformance. | madesure
Jim wasthere. The first show was
soldout, but hecamehome, proudly
displaying two tickets for the 9:30
p.m. viewing.

I’ m guessing there were about
100 people in the theater that
Wednesday night. There was the
usual laughing and buzz of conver-
sation you would expect as the au-
dience waited for the lights to go
down.

I’mnot goingtocritiquetheshow
ortell youwhat | think. | don’t want
to spoil it for you or diminish it in
anyway, if youchoosetoexperience
“ThePassion.” | say “experience,”
becauseyoudon’t merely “ see” this
movie. But, | will say this: whenthat
crowdleftthetheater after thelights
cameback up, after wipingaway the
tearsand blowingtheir noses, itwas
in stunned silencethat they walked
totheir cars.

It snot amoviefor children. Par-
entsshould seeit firstthendecideif
their child is mature enough, emo-
tionally andspiritualy, toseeit. And
even then, parents should watch it
with their kids so they can answer
questions.

Thisisnot atimeto just drop the
kids off at thetheater and tell them

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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to call you when they need aride

home. If your kids are way too

young to seeit, buy thevideo when

it comesout and saveit for them. It

will becomeatimelesstool.
—ob—

Finaly! Rain! Jim’ sraingauge(a
bucket in the back yard) looks like
it containsabout aninch and ahalf.
It's not exact, but close enough.
Since we haven’t had any measur-
ablemoisturefor solong, whocares
if we' reoff ahundredth or two. It's
wet. It'smuddy. Andweloveit.

We just about got stuck right in
front of the house aswe wereleav-
ingfor church Sunday morning, but
some fancy steering and front-
wheel drive pulled usthrough.

Makesmethink of that oldsaying,
“The success of arain dance de-
pendsalot ontiming.”

—ob—

My friend Soniawrotesaying she
loved my column on housekeeping.
Shesaid it made her look good and
she was going to show it to her
mother-in-law.

Thisweek | get to prove what |
said about being a good house
cleaner. We are having a dinner
party Saturday night and from the

looksof thisplace, weoughttoclaim
we' vebeenburglarized. Thismorn-
ing Jim asked mewhat I’ m making
for dinner that night. | answered,
“Reservations.” He almost didn’t
laugh.

Oh, please. | hopeyou know it’s
not that bad. And we love to have
company. | might fuss around get-
ting ready, but whenfriendsarrive,
| forget that | didn’t dust the knick-
knacks or vacuum under the sofa.
And | sure hope when someonein-
vites me over to dinner they don't
worry about trying to impressme.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Thereforethouartinexcus-
able, O man, whosoever thou
art that judgest: for wherein
thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou
that judgest doest the same
things. Butwearesurethatthe
judgment of Godisaccording
to truth against them which
commit such things. Romans
2:1,2

Weneed tostop gay marriage
[ L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

We have heard alot about “gay
marriage” inthenewslately. Some
people might say, “It’ safree coun-
try. Just let people who love each
other get marriedregardlessof their
gender.” But it snot that simple.

Asa Christian, | am against gay
marriage because the Bible is
againstit. But | founditinteresting
that most other major religionsinthe
worldareal so agai nsthomosexual -
ity and gay marriage. | have other
reservations, however, besides
religious ones. If we allow homo-
sexua marriages, what isnext? Do
wethenallow pedophilicmarriages,
incestuous marriages or polyga-
mous marriages?

Studies have shown that some of
the benefits of traditional marriage
are: adults who are healthier, hap-
pier, safer, wealthier and longer-
lived. They produce children who
area sohedthierinbody, spirit,and
mind, moresuccessful inschool and
life,andmuchlesslikelytouseille-
gal drugsand alcohol, or otherwise
get in trouble with the law. Tradi-
tional marriagesreducepublicwel-
fare costs, raise government rev-
enues and produce citizens inter-
estedinbetteringlifefor themselves
and others.

Homosexuals, ontheother hand,
imposesubstantial costsonsociety.
The fact that AIDS is at least 10
times more common among men
having sex withmenthanamongthe
general population isjust one ex-
ample. Those in the gay lifestyle
asosuffer highratesof suicide, de-

pression, drug abuse, sexually trans-
mitted diseases and other patho-
gens.

Researchhasal soshownthat chil -
dren raised by homosexuals were
more often dissatisfied with their
own gender, experienced a greater
rate of molestation, and had homo-
sexual experiencesmore often.

A study of homosexual meninthe
Netherlands (thefirst country tole-
galize marriage for same-sex
couples) found that the average
length of “ steady partnerships’ was
no more than two years. They also
foundthat thesemenhadanaverage

of eight “casual” sex partners per
year.

Do homosexuals really want tc
participateintheinstitution of mar-
riage, or arethey moreinterestedin
getting society’ sstamp of approval
ontheir relationships?

If youwouldliketosupport afed-
eral marriage amendment that de-
finesmarriage asbetween one man
and one woman, go tc
nogaymarriage.com to sign a peti-
tionthat will besent to our congress-
men.

Janice Ganje
Oberlin

Jenningsschool ‘ open’

TotheEditor:

There seems to be a number of
rumorsandtalk concerningthepos-
sibility of the Jenningsschool clos-
ing next year. We wish to inform
youthat therumorsandtalk you hear
arejust that — rumors.

School will be in session next
year, educating your childrentothe
best of our abilities. The board has
no intention of closing the school
andwill keepthedistrict runningfor
aslongasitispossible. Atthistime,
we have afull schedule of athletic
eventsfor boththejunior and senior
high school.

Theprojectionsarethat it should
be possible to continue for some
time yet, assuming no unforseen
problems develop that are beyond
the board’ s control. The boarc
wishesto thank you for the support
that you have shown for the school
districtinthe past and will belook-
ing forward to future years of edu-
cating your children.

President Lawrence Carter
VicePresident VickieBailey
Larry Miller, Sarah Carter, Lile
Jennings, board members

L ee Stieben, superintendent
Prairie Heights School District

Reader wantsmoreJenningsnews
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Enclosed is my subscription re-
newal for another year. | continueto
wish there could be more Jennings
newsinthe paper.

| had the good fortune to go to
Antarcticalast month. Theicefor-
mations are truly spectacular, and
thepenguinsvery interesting. | saw
awide variety of birds, orcaand
humpback whal es, hundredsof pen-
guins, and several seals. Whensail-
ing across Drake’ sPassage back to
Ushuaia, Argentina, the world’s
southernmost city, we experienced

wavesinexcessof 65feet. They re-
ally rocked the ship!

In the late 1930s, when | was
young and my father was sheriff of
Decatur County, | recall marveling
at how heknew hisway all over the
county. Thenlater, | discoveredthat
he could find hisway anywherein
thestateof Kansas. Well, that seems
trivial by today’ s standards. | have

been blessed to travel to all seven
continents, all 50 states, and to 4C
foreign countries.

And, Jenningsisstill my favorite
piece of real estate — mostly be-
cause of the good people who live
there.

Jack J. Bainter, E.D.
7152 Johnson Roac
Indianapolis, Ind., 46250-2836



