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Phil Nemeth GaleHarold

By MARY LOU OL SON

Memories of abasketball streak
at Decatur Community High School
whichtook theteamto statecompe-
tition threeyearsin arow arevivid
for Ralph Shaw, a mem-
ber of the Classof 1948.

Thatisarecordthat Mr.
Shaw believes has never
been broken. Membersof
thestartingteamwerePhil
Nemeth and Leo (Junior)
VanVleset, forwards, Gale
Harold, post; and Raye
Brown and Mr. Shaw,
guards.

“ Some of that team had
played together since fifth grade,”
herecalled.“ Comingfromthegrade
school to the high school, we real -
ized we were running only about
half speed. It took alot of pushing
by each team member to get up to
our top speed and condition to the
point wherewe could go homeand
not haveleg cramps.

“Earlyinour highschool practice,
there was a cut list posted on the
locker roombulletinboardand each
player held hisbreath to seeif they
had been cut from the squad. Fortu-
nately the teammates who went on
missed the cut and from there on, it
wasalot of hard work, but aworld
of fun. Winningisfun!

“Basketball and playingwiththat
teamwasoneof thehighlightsof my
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life. We stayed in training — no
smoking and no junk food — sowe
wereall intop physical condition.”

In 1945-46, Mr. Shaw said, the
team ended the season second or
thirdintheleague, butthey
beat HaysHighinanover-
timeontheir owncourt, so
received an invitation to
help fill the state tourna-
ment bracket. In 1946-47,
they didn’ twintheleague,
but won the regional to
qualify for state.

“In 1947-48, we were
faced with a new, young
coach, Bill Cummins,who
was just out of college,” Mr. Shaw
recalled.“ Wewoulddoanythingfor
him. He was strong on discipline,
and at the beginning of the season,
wewerehavingaChristmasholiday
practice. Three of our team went to
Colorado to ski, so the next game
found the three sitting in the audi-
ence as specatators.

“Coach Cummins could put any
five players on the floor and we
couldrunfour fast quarterswithout
substitution. The first five usualy
played awhole game unless some-
onefouled out.

“Our topgoal wastomakethetop
10 or traveling squad. Other team
members were Dennis Campbell,
Don Eicher, Wayne Waldo, Don
Campbell and Gene Lindemann.

WINNING ALL 12 GAMESI |n the Northwest Kansas fromleft) Phil Nemeth Leo(Junlor)VanVIeet RalphShaw
League, the1947-48 OberlinRed Devils continuedtodefeat Raye Brown and Gale Harold; (second row) Coach Bill
all opposition at the regional tournament at Colby to qualify Cummins, DennisCampbell, DonEicher, WayneWaldo, Don
for thestatetournament in Salina. Memberswere(frontrow, Campbell and Gene Lindemann.

Memories vivid
for 1948 player

Thefirstyear that Mr. Cumminswas
coach, wewereundefeatedinleague
play.

“We played a checking man-to-
man, leaving nooneuncovered. We
practiced a pattern of three down
andthreeback full court, hour after
hour. Threemenrunning, onegoing
downthecenter of thecourt and one
on each side of the court as hard as
we could run, passing the ball after
taking only two steps and no drib-
bling of theball. Theball had to go
hard and timing had to be good, but
it made afast break real effective.
We used the same pattern off the
opponent’ s free throw goal. | lost
twofront teeth onthismaneuver, as
| trippedfrombehind onafast break
off of aColby goal .”

Mr. Shaw said the coach cureg
them of bouncing the ball before
they shot. Hereferred to that asthe
“grade school bounce.” Missing &
set-upwasacardinal sin; they went
ashigh asthey could jumpwiththe
body andarmfully extended with g
soft shot.

“We'd better not miss that lay-
up,” Mr. Shaw said. “Our team
didn’t pay much attention to how
many points any player made. Ev-
eryone put pointson the board, anc
together wewonthegame.”

In 1948, the Red Devilsclinched
the league title by downing the
Norton Blue Jaysinaclosecontest,
35-30, to qualify for state. That
gamebrought 800fansfrom Norton
and Oberlin, who squeezedintothe
gymtowatch.

TheNorthwest KansasL eagueat
that time played a double round-
robin involving Oberlin, Norton,
Atwood, St. Francis, Colby,
Goodlandand Hoxie, and they won
all of these. The Devils also won
non-leaguegameswith Almenaand
Phillipsburg, but lost to Hays once
and to Norcatur by two pointsinan
overtime.

Jerry Oppey, a sportscaster at
KXXX Radio, said after watching
the Red Devils play, “The Oberlin
team is like a smooth-running ma-
chine. It wasthe passing that made
thisteam great.”

Mr. Shaw andhiswife, Violet, are
avid basketball fansand till enjoy
watching the Red Devil basketball
teams.
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