County delays
hiringdecison
for ambulance

Commissonerswanttotak
with director about hisrequest

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Decatur County commissioners
talkedalittleabout anew personfor
the ambulance department last
Tuesday, but said they want to con-
tinue talking and maybe meet with
thedirector toget abetter handleon
jobsthat could be done differently
or befarmed out to savetime.

Ambulance Director Patrick
Pomeroy handed out a nine-page
outlineat thelast meeting of what he
does, what anew person could help
with, what doesn’t have to be done
by a certified technician and what
wouldn’t be eliminated by hiring
another full-time person in the de-
partment.

Heasked Tuesday morningif the
commissioners had given any
thought to anew hire.

Commissioner DoyleBrownsaid
he went over the handout and
thought they neededtositdownwith
Mr. Pomeroy and go over every-
thing “with afine-tooth comb.” He
said commissionersmight beableto
givehim somesuggestionstomake
somethingsmoreefficientand less
time consuming.

Oneof thosethingsishilling, he
said.

Mr. Pomeroy said hilling is one
thing that acertified person doesn’t
haveto do.

Commissioner RaphUnger said
Mr. Pomeroy could maybe use the
prisoners more to help wash the
ambulances. Thedepartment could
just do astanding order for thepris-
oners on a certain day at the same
time, he said, unless there is an
emergency call.

Mr. Pomeroy said when he uses
the prisoners, jailer Bert Cool likes
for him to feed them. Mr. Pomeroy
sai d he has used the prisonersquite
abit, but maybe he could use them
more.

A new hire, hesaid, woulddoalot
of thework, butthemainthingisthat
moreof thecall swouldbecovered.

Mr. Pomeroy said the new first
responder classhasstartedwithfive
people. Of those, threeliveintown
and oneispreparedtomoveassoon
asschool isout.

He asked if the commissioners
wantedto set up aspecial sessionto
gooverthematerial. Mr. Brownsaid
hethought that wasagoodidea. He
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At their meeting last Tuesday
morning, Decatur County com-
missioners:

+ Decided they wanted to have
another session with the ambu-
lance director to discuss hiring a
full-time person forthe department
before making any decisions.
Story at left

» Talked with officials from the
Decatur County Good Samaritan
Center, who may want to use
some of the money given to them
from the Cochran estate to putin
asprinkler system. Story to come.

+Heardthatthe road and bridge
department supervisor purchased
a1987 bulldozer fromfederal sur-
plus for $16,000. Story on Page
10A.

+ Agreed to sign a mutual-aid
agreement with Gove County.
Story to come.

saidhejust doesn’t feel comfortable
making thisdecision yet.

Mr. Pomeroy said heis sensitive
to the political side of this. The
school isletting peoplego and then
thecounty turnsaround and hiresan
ambulance person.

Thisisan agricultural commu-
nity, said Mr. Unger, that is going
intoitsfifthstraight year of struggle.

Mr. Brown said he doesn’t want
Mr. Pomeroy tothink that heisput-
ting him off because he doesn’t
think thedepartment needsthis, but
hewantstolook into everything.

Mr. Pomeroy was going to come
back towardstheend of themeeting,
but decided he wanted to wait an-
other week.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

« Signed acheck for $600to send
four people to the Kansas Emer-
gency Medical Technician Associa-
tion conference.

* Heard that | ast week was pretty
slow, with the department not hav-
ing any calls or getting any money
in. Mr. Pomeroy said that all ended
Monday when they had threecalls.

Wagner Ford-Mercury in Mc-
Cook hasexpandeditslinetoin-
cludeToyotaswiththerecent pur-
chaseof thefranchisefromBudke
Motors.

Chris and Annette Wagner
haveoperatedtheForddealership
sinceJanuary 2000and now have
purchased the Toyota line from
Dion Budke. The Budke family
has been selling Toyotas in
McCook since 1965.

“Thisisagreat opportunity for
our dealership, andwefed privi-
legedtoprovide Toyotasal esand
serviceinthisarea,” Mr. Wagner
said.

Transfer of the merchandise
took place Thursday afternoon.
Wagner's dealership is on the
west side of West Second Street
between B to C streets.

Ford dealer buys
Toyotafranchise

“We are afull-service fran-
chised new car dealer withateam
of certifiedtechnicians,” saidMr.
Wagner.

Among services offered by
Wagner’' s25employees, hesaid,
are sales, service, parts, body
shop, rentals, full detailing and
24-hour wrecker service.

Mr. Wagner’ sauto salescareer
started in 1986 when he joined
Record Buick-Oldsin McCook.
He became a member of the
HowardK ool Motors’ salesteam
in 1990, and purchased the Ford-
Mercury dealershipin 2000.

Inadditiontooffering Toyotas,
Wagner’' salsowill featureanin-
creased used car and partsinven-
tory, aswell asToyotamodelsin
the dealership’ srental fleet.

Public

to Residents of Oberlin

Notice

ply.

The City Water Department will be
Flushing City Water Mains
Thursday, March 11
at approximately 10 p.m.

Please be aware that certain amounts of dis-
coloration may appear in your domestic water sup-

Thank you for your cooperation

Gary Shike, City Administrator
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ap|acks
dicktoribs
at FFA feed

DIGGINGINTOAPILE
of pancakes, sausage and
eggs, Bob Castle(above) of
Oberlin was one of about
100 peoplewho enjoyedthe
annual breakfast put on by
the FFA Saturday morning.
FFA member Logan Glaze
(right) prepared more hot

cakesfor thehungry diners.
— Herald staff photos
by Cynthia Haynes
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Sheriff
getsqift
for gear

Fund-raising unit
to send equipment

The Decatur County Sheriff’s
Officereceived noticethat they will
begetting adigital cameraand por-
table breath tester from the U.S.
Deputy Sheriff’ s Association.

Theofficereceivedaletter stating
they would be receiving the equip-
ment in 60to 90 days.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said Under-
sheriff Michael French applied for
the equipment in November, 2003,
asking for three portable breath
testersand adigital camera.

The portable breath tester can be
used to test whether a person is
drunk.

Undersheriff French said hein-
cluded in the letter information
about theoffice, includingthenum:-
ber of officers, amount of the bud-
get, equipment needed and thenum:-
ber of peopleinthe county.

Hesaid it usually takes about six
monthsto get aletter reviewed. Mr.
French said hethought theresponse
waspretty quick.

The office hasn't ever receiveg
any equipment fromtheassociation
before. They just joined ayear ago
in January, said Sheriff Badsky. It
doesn’t cost anything for thecounty
to beamember, but the association
solicitsdonations.

Althoughthereareonly twooffic-
ers working, with Randy McHugh
on Army duty at Fort Riley, the of-
fice has four vehicles. Sheriff
Badsky said theideaisto get apor-
tablebreath tester in each car.

The one they are receiving from
theassociationisanew stylethat i
digital and givesaninstant readout.
Undersheriff French saidthecheap-
est model like this costs arounc
$470. The one the office has now
just flashes red or green if the per-
sonisover or under thelimit.

Sheriff Badsky said ShaylaWill-
iby, who istaking a grant writing
class, isworking on agrant to get
more of the machines.

He said the old unit was donateg
by the state about 10 years ago. He
saidtheywouldliketogiveittoabar
ortotheschool, if they would useit.

Undersheriff French said they
havebeenworkingongetting equip-
ment from other resourcesthan just
the county budget.

If something is free, like this
equipment, andthereisaneedforit,
said Sheriff Badsky, the office
should go after it.

Man, 48, getsax year sin molestation

A 48-year-old Oberlin man has
beensentencedtonearly six yearsin
prison after pleading guilty to one
count of aggravated criminal sod-
omy witha3-year-old girl.

Aspart of the pleabargain, asec-
ond count was dropped. Bruce
Winder was charged in January
2002 with three counts of sodomy
withachild under 14 yearsold.

The charge carries a punishment
of 38to172monthsin prisonwitha
finenot to exceed $300,000.

InAugust, thethird countwasdis-
missed but Mr. Winder still faced
two counts. Court documents said
thethird countwasdropped after the
preliminary hearing because the
judgedidn’t find probable cause.

A 12-member jury trial was
scheduledfor Thursday, Jan. 15,and
Friday, Jan. 16, but Mr. Winder

pleaded guilty to the first count of
aggravated criminal sodomy andthe
second count was dropped.

OnTuesday, Feb. 10, Mr. Winder
wassentencedto 45 monthsin state
prison with 36 months of post-re-
lease supervision. Mr. Winder has
been held in the county jail and is
scheduledtoleavefor state custody
this week. Preston Pratt, who was
the assistant county attorney in the
case, said that normally he would
have left earlier, but state prisons
have beenfull.

Want ads

really work!
475-2206

See ya at the
1st Annual

Home & Garden Show
at The Gateway
INn Oberlin, Kan.
March 20 & 21

Something for Everyone

ThisisnotMr. Winder' sfirstrun-
in with the law. In October 1996,
Mr. Winder was charged with one
count of battery against alaw of-
ficer, a Class A person misde-
meanor, and one count of obstruc-
tion of official duty, aclassA non-
person misdemeanor.

He was sentenced to the county
jail intheincident, which occurred
after hehad run hiscar intotheside

of the old Lohoefener elevator. He
resi sted attemptshby twocity police-
mentorestrainhim, andtriedtobite
oneontheleg.

In April 1997, there was a jail
break by two menwho attacked the
jailer, Deputy Bert Cool. Mr. Win-
der, then atrusty at thejail serving
his sentence, came to the deputy’ s
rescue, possibly saving the man’s
life.

EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS!

NEW ON THE MARKET! Thistastefully decorated family home has 3 bed-
rooms on main level and 2 bedrooms, bath and family room in the walkout
lower level. The efficient kitchen includes stove, dishwasher and deep-freeze.
Other amenitiesincludelots of storage; main-level utility room; newly painted
outside; cement patio; large, very nice hot tub; backyard chain-link fence and
storage shed. Call Marcia at 475-2521 or Johnson Realty, Inc. for a showing.

BARGAIN PRICED! Prominent featuresin this 2 bedroom cottage include
hardwood floors, new stove and dishwasher plus plentiful storage. The quiet
neighborhood assures a private and relaxed lifestyle. Call Marcia at 475-2521
or Johnson Realty, Inc., today!

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc..
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Jacqueline Votapka, Sales Associate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749




