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Domesticviolencewor se
than alittleshow of kin

Suchastir onemiddle-agedwoman'’ sbreast

Ccan cause.

Congresswantsaninvestigation, new laws,

stiffer finesfor indecency.

Federal Communications Commission
chair Michael Powell wants new rules, slaps
heavy fineson foul-mouthed radio jocks.

Acrossthe country, peoplehowl! and wail.

OK, itwastastelessandtacky. If not for the
fact that millions of Americans were watch-
ingthepathetic Super Bow! halftimeshow, not
much mention would have been made.

Itwasn't, after all, awholelot morethanthe
family would seeonaSunday triptothebeach.

Nudity hasbecomeastapleon cutting-edge
television, on cable but also on network
drama. Just becauseNY PD Blueairslater, do
your really think thekidsaren’t watching?

It probably wasn’t such agood idea, but a

national emergency?

The country hasgreater problems. Domes-

ticviolence, for one.

It was three weeks after the Janet Jackson
flap before anyone even mentioned that the
song and dance routine she and Justin Tim-
berlakeweredoing bordered onabuse. Hewas
singing about tearing her clothes off, and no

one seemed to mind.

So, isit OK to talk about roughing your
womanup, aslongasyoudon’t show any skin

ontelevision?

though much of society still tendstolook the

other way. Domestic cases often are not re-

ported publicly and far too often, no charges

arefiled. There's still afeeling that what

violent side?

harmful.

peopledo at home staysthere.

Issex ontheair aproblem?Thefedslevied
hugefinesagainst adiscjockey whocallshim-
self “BubbatheLove Sponge” |ast week. We
haven't heard his program, but how does it
compare to the dozens of people shot and
killed by cops, bad guys and good guys dur-
ing the averagetelevision week?

Why isall thisviolence OK?

Why dovideo gameproducerspander toour

Maybe blood sellseven better than sex.
Comparethetwo, anddecidewhichismore

Wifebeating, or skin?

Murder asentertainment, or BubbatheLove

Sponge?

Inaworld where children die every day of

diseaseand hunger, wherewomen areabused
in country after country, where cheating
amounts to business ethics and lying passes
for statesmanship, isalittle skin the biggest
problemwe have?

Aftertheoutcry thisyear, arepeatisunlikely

at any future Super Bow! halftime.
But is anyone getting worked up about the

real problemsweface?

Domestic violence is a major problem,

Eledrical generator isfaci natmg

Therearethree essential compo-
nents of a good electrical system.
Thefirst isagood reliable genera-
tor, the second is a good transmis-
sion line that moves the electricity
to your community and thethirdis
the smaller distribution linesto lo-
cal businesses, farmsand homes.

The"“glamorous’ part of thesys-
tem isthe generators. | don’t care
whether it is the nuclear reactor at
Wolf Creek, the coal-fire plant at
Holcomb, thehydroelectricplant at
Lawrence, gasand diesel municipal
power plantsor thewind generators
at Montezuma, there is a certain
maj esty observingthesemarvelous
machines. | have always enjoyed
thesoundsand smells, watchingthe
gauges and every visible moving
part at the Oakley Power Plant.

A coupleof yearsago, | spent an
afternoon at the Bowersox Power
Plantin Lawrence. The water cur-
rent turns the turbines at 109 revo-
lutions per minute and it wasfasci-
nating watching technology that is
centuriesold still supply power for
theelectricgrid.

Several times | have visited the
Montezumawind farm and marvel
at thesemassivewind machines; the
towersare208feet tall and thethree
bladesof eachturbineareeach over
70feetlong. | amtoldthelatest tech-
nology isat least 50 percent larger.

Theignored crucial component of
aviable electric delivery systemis
thetransmissionlines. Thesearethe
largeel ectriclinesthat gofromtown
to town. The support towers are so
ugly that no one wants them to de-
stroy their view of aKansassunrise
or sunset, andthey areanuisanceto
farm around.

Historically, transmission lines
were constructed by a utility oper-
atingasanintegrated monopoly that

—SeveHaynes
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LetterfromTopeka
By State Sen. Stan Clark

sclark@ink.org
J

ownedthegenerator and heldafran-
chise to serve the businesses and
residents of aspecific servicearea.
Because of the monopoly status,
rateswereset by theKansasCorpo-
ration Commission and the utility
had an opportunity to earn about 12
percent ayear onitsinvestment.

Eventually transmissionlinesin-
terconnected with other utilities so
that they could supply each other
with electricity during planned
maintenanceand repairsof thegen-
erationsystem. Intime, becausethe
transmission lines connected gen-
eration between states, the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
becameresponsiblefor determining
the rates that could be charged for
using thetransmission lines.

Newly constructed generationis
likely now to bebuilt by acompany
thatisnotautility but hasnegotiated
long-term contractswithautility to
supply electricity. Sunflower Elec-
tricat Holcombisconsidering asec-
ond plant, but the co-operative
would betheoperator and probably
not the owner.

The wind generators at Monte-
Zzuma are owned by a company in
Florida but the electricity is mar-
keted by thecompany that servesthe
Dodge City and Liberal area. Be-
fore more wind generation can be
constructed in Kansas, we have to
have more transmission lines to

carry the electricity to market and
thecrucial question becomes: How
do we encourage construction of
moreelectric transmission lines?

For afew years, the discussions
centered around two ideas; either
the ownership of the transmission
linesshould beseparated fromgen-
eration and companies would be
formed that would own, operate,
and maintain the el ectric transmis-
sion system with rates established
by federal commission; or utility
companieswouldownthetransmis-
sion lines but they would be oper-
ated by acompany established jus
for thispurpose.

Thelegislatureisconsideringal-
lowing municipalities and utilities
touseK ansasDevel opment Finance
Authority bondingwhen construct-
ing transmission lines, to allow ac-
cel erated depreciationcost recovery
andtoallow agreater returnontheir
investment.

Talks are going on for another
north-southlineal ongtheeast edge
of my district to connect to major
transmissionlinesin Nebraskaand
Oklahoma. Thiswill relieve con-
gestionon current lines.

| canbereachedbywritingto Sen.
Stan Clark, State Capitol, Room
449-N, Topeka, Kan. 66612; by
calling (800) 432-3924 or (785)
296-7399; byfaxat (801) 457-9064;
or by e-mail at sclark@ ink.org.
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Findingnewpicturesistough

It seems that Rotary Radio Day
getsharder every year.

| really enjoy the annual fund-
raiser, but it’s harder to find new
posesfor the pictures| take for the
paper.

Let'sfaceit. Thisisradio, nottele-
vision. Y ouhavetwo peoplesitting
side by side on tall stools, talking
into microphones. Thenthereisan-
other guy sitting in front of them
behind a board of knobs and dials
withearphonesonhishead. Henods
and tells the people in front of the
microphoneswhentotalk andwhen
to shut up.

It' s not exactly apanoramic pic-
ture, but it’ salwaysalot of fun.

Every year for the past four years
— eventhroughachangeinowner-
ship — KFNF Radio has allowed
theOberlinRotary Clubtotakeover
thestationfor aday. Theclub sells
ads, and on a Sunday near St. Pat-
rick’s Day, amateur degjays de-
scend on the station.

Thefirstyear, wepaidthestation
anominal share of the take. It cer-
tainly wasn’t enoughto compensate
themforthewholeday. SinceDave
and Connie Stout took over, wehave
paid nothing.

Each year, Dave comes down to
the station with a sack lunch and
spends hour after hour coaching
Rotariansthroughtheintricaciesof
the weather, reading ads, naming
songsandtellingwhat theclubisall

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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about. Dave is a Rotarian himself,
eventhoughhedoesn’tbelongtothe
Oberlinclub. Still most of usinvest
an hour. He hands over his whole
Sunday.

Thefirst year we did this, Alan
Marietta was president of the club
and | was vice president. Theidea
camefrom Russell, whichdid ara-
dioday. They wantedtoraisemoney
for Alan’ smother, OdettaM arietta,
who was then district governor for
western Kansas, to attend theinter-
national convention, which was
held in Singapore or some such
place.

Oberlinpickeduptheideaandran
with it. It has become the club’s
leadingfundraiser, netting between
$2,000 and $3,500 a year, which
goes for scholarships at home and
abroad.

Thefirstyear, my jobwaswriting
radio copy. Someone figured if |
couldwritenewspaper copy, | could
writeradioads. | had todo about 30
ads. By No. 25, though, the flower

shop ad started to sound alittlelike
theonel haddonefor No. 6, thefeeg
yard. Oh, well, they bothdeal infer-
tilizer.

After thefirst year, though, writ-
ing the adsbecame easier. Many of
thecustomersused their old ads, or
after hearingmy mangledversions,
wrotetheir own.

The first year | was asked to
degjay, | was petrified. | feel about
microphones about the sameway |
fed about needles—keep’ emaway
fromme.

But Dave put me at ease and
showed me the ropes. Now | only
feel mildtrepidationwhen| takemy
seat onthehigh stoal.

But, thereis still the problem of
those pictures. Asthe years go by,
selling, writing and delivering the
copy getseasier, but thepicturesget
harder.

Well, I'll keep looking for new
posesand hopefully, the Stoutswill
keep inviting us back. It really ise
greatfundraiser—andagreat time.

Food |sh|gh onthar travd list

Whenwetravel, oneof our favor-
itethingstodoistry new foodsand
eat at restaurants that haven't seen
fittolocatein western Kansas.

Weare on another trip to Juarez,
Mexico, and spending an extraday
in El Paso before crossing the bor-
der withateamof collegekidsfrom
Wisconsin. Red Lobster and Olive
Garden are on my “must do” list.
LongJohn Silver’ sandalittlemom-
and-poptacojointwefoundlasttrip
areonJim'’s.

We both thought Chinese food
would be good our first night in
town, sowedrovetoanearby estab-
lishment for carry-out. We neither
one noticed the “Mongolian Chi-
nese” notationuntil wewerebackin
our room and it was too late. Most
of thedisheswereway too spicy for
us, more like flaming tongues of
fire. It made us appreciate, al the
more, theexcellent Chineserestau-
rantsin our part of the country.

We've already hit Long John
Silver’sand will pick up Red Lob-
ster on our way out of town. Jimgot
his hankerin’ for good Mexican
food satisfied yesterday in Juarez,
when we stopped at several little
roadside stands for chicken, chili
rellenos, tortillas and ice cream.
(Mexicanicecreamisfabulous!)

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

One of the reasons for coming
early wasto drive out to the house
of thefamily we built for in Febru-
ary.

Itwaswashday for Graciella. She
had laundry hanging on the fence
andtubsof water intheyard, but she
dropped everything to welcome us
with warm hugs and continuous,
“Gracias, gracias.”

Sheproudly showed usher home.
She had arefrigerator, atable and
threechairs, andachinacabinetwith
no glassin the doors outfitting her
kitchen. Theliving room contained
abed, adresser, atelevisionandpic-
tures of her children on the walls.
Theback roomal so contained abed
and somefree-standing closets.

Keepinmindthisisathree-room,
15’ by 30" housewith no plumbing.
Butto Graciella, it’ samansion.

Wehad afew moregiftsfor her.

A friend’ sgrandmother sent ahand-
made quilt that brought tears to
Graciella seyes. [twasso“ bonito”
(beautiful), shesaid.

My friend, Teresa, sent asewing
machine. It wasan older model, but
gtillingood shape. Graciellawasso
appreciative. | foresee her making
many beautiful thingswithit.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

For if a man think himself
to be something, when heis
nothing, hedeceivethhimself.
But let every man prove his
own work, and then shall he
have rejoicing in himself
alone, and not in another.
Galatians6:3,4

Banker clarifiesPatriot Act policies

TotheEditor:

Steve Haynes' editorial on the
Patriot Act has several pointsthat |
think need to be clarified from the
banking industry side of things.

Y es, two sections of the U.S.A.
Patriot Act have directly affected
your local banks. ThefirstisSection
326 whichreguiresall financial in-
stitutionsto verify new customers’
identity by collecting four piecesof
information: 1) your name, 2) your
dateof birth, 3) your Social Security
number or alien D number, and 4)
your physical address. Thelaw pro-
videdalot of flexibility inhow your
institutionset upitspoliciesandpro-
cedures, so each institution may
handlethiscollection proceduredif-
ferently.

The second aspect of thelaw that
affecteduswasSection314(a). This
sectionrequireseachfinancia insti-
tution to check their database
against agovernment-produced|ist
of suspected terroristsand terrorist
organizations. The bank does not
submit any informationinits data-

L etter totheEditor

baseto the government — the gov-
ernment submitsitslist tothebank.

| think all our patrons should
know that there are other laws and
regulationsthat protect your bank-
inginformation. Mr. Haynesstated
that“ Government agentscan check
on your bank activity”. Thisis not
necessarily true. Congress passed
the Right to Financial Privacy Act
in1978, whichprohibitsany federal
governmental agency from obtain-
ing financial records of bank cus-
tomerswithout someform of court
order or formal notice.

In either instance, the bank cus-
tomer is made aware that arequest
has been made of their financial
records and has the opportunity to
guash the order. Banks cannot re-
lease any information until aCerti-
fication of Complianceisreceived
from the inquiring governmental

agency (thisincludes the IRS!).
Keep in mind thislaw only covers
federal government agencies, not
local or state agencies.

| do agree with Mr. Haynes that
thenew provisionswehaveto com-
ply with under the Patriot Act are
burdensome and inconvenient for
thoseof uslivinginour small north-
west Kansascommunity. But please
keep in mind our primary goal isto
safeguard your banking informa-
tion. Wedonot— AND CANNOT
—releaseany financia information
on your accounts without court or-
dersor your permission.

If you havequestionsor concerns,
please stop by your financial insti-
tutionand ask what their policiesare
regarding your personal and bank-
ing information.

Marilyn J. Noone, branch manager
First National Bank, Oberlin



