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County may losepallsin small towns

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Voting in Decatur County is likely to
change for the August primary elections
because of the Helping AmericaVVote Act
passed by Congress after Florida' s vote-
counting debaclefour years ago.

Thebiggest changevoterswill seeisthat
theremay bejust onepolling placeandthey
will havebeableto useatouch screencom-
puter to vote.

County Clerk Marilyn Horn, who serves
asthe county election officer, said the ma-
chinescost upto $10,000 each and thenthe

software costs an additional $20,000 each
year thereisastateor national election. She
said they could use the machine for local
electionsfor an additional cost.

Mrs. Horn said eventhoughthemachine
isrequired, the county will till offer paper
ballots. Some people are familiar with us-
ingtechnol ogy likeatouch screen computer
onaregular basis, shesaid, withothersmay
want to use the paper ballots.

Currently, the county has seven polling
places, fourinOberlinpluspollsin Dresden,
Jenningsand Norcatur. InOberlin, arepoll-

ing placesat theGolden AgeCenter, Ameri-
can Legion and the courthouse. Mrs. Horn
said they also do mail-out ballots for ad-
vancedvotingor peoplecanvoteearlyinthe
courthouse, which counts as the seventh
place.

When the law was passed, the ideawas
that the government would provide the
machines, but Mrs. Hornsaid sheisn’ t sure
who will end up paying for them.

Shesaid either way, thecounty will prob-
ably get only onemachine, whichwill mean
havingjust onepolling place. Themachines

arerequired by thefederal lawtohel phandi-
capped voters.

Mrs. Hornsaid sheplansto havethepoll-
ing placeat The Gateway. Shetold county
commissionersrecently that thecourthouse
isn’t up to code for the Americans With
Disabilities Act which polling placeshave
to mest.

There are two problems. The oneisthat
theramp on the east side of the courthouse
istoosteep. Theother thingisthat thehand-
rail on the ramp has apoint at the end and
needsto be curved. The cost to fix thetwo

areasisaround $5,000.

The Gateway has already been reserved
fortheelectiondaysin August and Novem:-
ber, shesaid.

Mrs. Horn said peoplewhodon’ t want to
travel to Oberlinto vote can vote early.

Another change in the election process
saysthat voter registration cardshaveto be
signed in front of an election officer or
motor vehicle officer. If they aren’'t done
that way, shesaid, thefirst timethe person

goestovote, they must beaskedfor either g
(SeeVOTERS on Page 10A)

Hopital
totake
control

The responsibility for Wheat
RidgeTerracewill changesoon, but
the manager won't.

Marcial ohoefener hasmanaged
the facility just south of the fair-
grounds for the Decatur Good Sa-
maritan Center, and will remain
when the Decatur County Hospital
and Decatur Health Systems take
over, said Hospital Administrator
Lynn Doeden.

Connie Grafel, who sits on the
hospital board, said the Good Sa-
maritan Center cametothehospital
last summer and asked if the hospi-
tal would beinterestedinmanaging
thefacility. Decatur County Retire-
ment Housing, Inc., whichownsthe
apartment complex, hadn’t been
able to make its payments on a$1
million bondissue.

Mrs. Lohoefener said that was
because the complex had not been
full. Wheat Ridgehas12 apartment
and only seven are occupied.

Thebondissue, originaly for $1
million, will be refinanced with a
bond issue of $450,000, with
$250,000 to be paid on closing and
the balance on a 15-year amortiza-
tion at 4 percent interest. A balloon
paymentwill beduein10years. Ms.
Grafel said they don’t know what
theballoon payment will bebecause
it depends on so many things. For
example, if Wheat Ridge fills up
then the retirement housing group
could pay off thebondsearly. If the
facility dropsinnumbersthey could
havetopay off moreat theend of the
10years.

Ms. Grafel said the money for
closing which is $250,000 is bor-
rowed from the hospital board. She

(SeeMANAGER on Page 10A)

Board
may ook

at policy

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Jennings School Board may
review policies on the administra-
tion providing information to the
board after a meeting at the begin-
ning of the month.

With the arrest of Stanley
Shimek, aformer Jennings School
custodian, on charges of molesting
a child, parents and community
members had questions for the
board.

According to the unofficial min-
utes from the Monday, March 8,
meeting, 12 parents and patrons
talked during the meeting. There
were many more present.

One of those was Jeff Hayward,
who hasfamily inthearea. He said
parents were questioning board
policies and how they found out
about theincidentwithMr. Shimek.
He said others asked why it wasn't
presented to the board and whether
anyone in the district knew it was
going on.

Mr. Hayward said the board’ s
lawyer, Kerry Gasper, handled
some of the questions. There were
somehesai d hecouldn’ t becauseof
legal issueswith confidentiality.

It was an informal meeting, he
said. Thepeoplewhotalkedweren’t
on the agenda.

The two main issues discussed
were what happened with Mr.
Shimek and complaints about kids
running around towntearingup the
streets.

Mr. Gasper, alawyer in Topeka,
sai d although hehasworked for the

(SeaROARD on Pane 10A )

ASSISTANT ACTIVITIESDIRECTOR Lisa Stacey
heldthemicrophoneasElvaShaughnessy told about when

shegot married during anintergenerational program Fri-
day at the Good Samaritan Center. JenningsHigh Juniors

Resdats
teach
dudents

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Two Jennings High School
students|earned some 20th cen-
tury history when they inter-

/

Crystal Franco and Tiffany Wheeler sat on the couch and

listened to their teacher, Vickie Schmitz.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

viewed women at the Decatur | |
County Good Samaritan Center |

about what itwaslikewhenthey |/

grew up and got married.

Crystal Franco and Tiffany
Whesler, bothjuniors, wenttothe
center with sociology teacher
Vickie Schmitz to comparegen-
erationsand ook at different ex-

periences.

Ms. Schmitz said one of the
biggest differences between the
time the women at the center
were teen-agers and the girls’
lives today is technology. The
residentshave seentheadvent of

radio, television, telephonesand

now cell phonesand computers. |5

Shesaidwhat theteen-agersdo

inan average day isalot differ-
ent than what the older women
had to do. Peopleweremore self

sufficient back then.

Resident Dena Gillespie said
sheusedtogetupat 5a.m.tomilk
three cows.

Assistant Activities Director

Lisa Stacey said the kids then
would get up and help with the
chores. BothMrs. Stacey andMs.
Schmitz agreedthat theresidents

probably had more children than
people today. The residents' had
anywhere from eight to three sib-
(See RESIDENTSon Page 10A)

City
eKS
advice

Alley hearing
|Scontinued

TheOberlin City Council decided
Thursday to adjourn apublic hear-
ing to vacate the alley between
Fidele Electric and the old cafe on
Main Street until the meeting on
Monday, April 5.

Thefirst part of the public hear-
ing was held beforeacouncil meet-
ing last Thursday night. The coun-
cil received aletter from Steve anc
Cynthia Haynes, owners of The
Oberlin Herald, and that was the
only public comment. Greg Fidele,
owner of FideleElectric, wasalso at
the mesting.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch saic
Mr. Fidelefiledapetitiontohavethe
alley vacated. Mr. Hirsch said the
city will need to maintain an ease-
ment becausetherearedutilitiesrun-
ning throughthealley.

Thelaw requiresthat thenoticebe
published onetime, whichwasdone
onFeb. 18, andthen 20dayshavetc
lapse beforethe hearing.

Mr.HirschsaidMr. Fidelesigned
the petition and Mori Zodrow anc
KenMorgan signed aconsent form
because avery small part of the al-
ley waspaidfor by the owner of the
building the two men own now.

In the letter, the Hayneses noted
that thetaxpayersand property own-
ers had paid to pave the aley. Mr.
Hirschsaidtheproperty ownershad
paid the cost.

Hesaiditisn’t uncommonfor the
city tovacateanalley. Whenthat i
done, the alley will become the
property of the joining properties
andthecity will collect tax revenue
onit.

Mr. Fidele said hebought theolo
cafe and will be putting building
suppliesinit. Therewill betimes, he
said, that he may get alargeload of
supplies and will need the aley tc
storethem. Hesaid hewouldliketc
put agateat eachend of thealley and
lightsinthealleyway.

Therehavebeenal ot morepeopl e
drivingthroughthealley, hesaid. It
isn't safe because a vehicle hasto
pull out hal fway past thecanopiesso
thedriver can seetraffic.

What materials might be stored
on the ground? asked Councilman
Jay Anderson. Dimensional lumber,
shingles, thingslikethat, Mr. Fidele
replied.

What kind of gateswill beput up?
said Councilman StanM cEvoy. Mr.
Fidele said he was thinking about
six- or eight-foot chain-link gates.

Oneélectrical meter will be out-
sidethegateand onewill beinside,
said Mr. Fidele. He said he didn't

(See COUNCIL onPage 10A)

County, city meet with officer stowork out kinks

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Decatur County commis-
sioners, Oberlin City Council, sher-
iff and policechief met last Tuesday
morningtoiron out detail sof coop-
eration between the two depart-
ments.

Atarecent City Council meeting,
therewasconfusionover whosejob
itistotransport kidsfromtheyouth
ranch to other facilities, who was
doing it, why and who was paying
forit.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said he had
set up a meeting among himself,
Peggy Pratt with the state Juvenile
Justice Authority, Police Chief
WadeL ockhart, and SueGlodt, ad-
ministrator at the youth ranch, for
last Wednesday. The idea, said
Sheriff Badsky, istoget everyoneon
the same page. If the group hasto

meet again, Terry Campbell from
ClarenceM.Keélley Y outh Services,
whichoperatestheranchforthecity,
will comeout.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
thisis all over one situation or is
theremore going on?

Chief Lockhart said the whole
thing started with hisstatement that
Sheriff Badsky had declined to
transport one youth. The chief was
at acouncil meetingto ask for pris-
oner cages for the back seat of his
vehicles. Later, thesheriff saidhe’' d
just been too tired that night.

He said back in 2000, Steve
Hirsch, who is city attorney and
county attorney, wroteamemothat
said if the kids from the ranch run
away and don’t commit a crime,
they should be taken back to the
ranch. Chief Lockhart said hefeels

if akid runs, they aregoingto doit
again. In some cases, theranch will
contact the outside case manager
andthey will hireasafetransportfor
thekids, hesaid.

If the kid runs and commits a
crime, likestealing avehicle, Chief
Lockhartsaid, thesituationisdiffer-
ent.

Hesaid heknows Sheriff Badsky
getsalittleirritated on the whole
thing and so doeshe. Thechief said
they will work the transport thing
out.

Chief Lockhart said last summer
he had amental patient committed
toeither Larnedor Nortonby acourt
order. He said he was told if he
pickedthepatient up, thenhewould
havetotakehim. It wasastate dis-
trict court order. Chief Lockhart said
itwashisunderstandingthat person

eventually wastakentothehospital
by hisfamily.

Chief Lockhartsaidhehadapris-
oner who refused to stay inthejail
becausethejudge sentenced himto
weekends. The county refused to
handlethein-and-out bookings. At
the time, the city got an attorney
genera’ sopinionwhichsaidthejail
can’t refuseacourt order.

Whenthingslikethishappen, said
Chief Lockhart, he and Sheriff
Badsky need to just work them out
then. Commissioner Ralph Unger
said he agreed.

Theranchisn't alocked facility,
said Chief Lockhart. Thekidscan't
be placedin alocked room there.

Once akid triesto run, said Mr.
Unger, heshouldbebumpeduptoa
detention center. Thatisdetermined
by the state, Mr. Hirsch said.

Once picked up, ajuvenile can
only beheldfor six hoursinthejail.

If thejuvenilecommitted acrime
here, asked Councilman Patrick
Pomeroy, doesthesheriff havetogo
pick him up and bring him back to
seethejudge.

Itdependsonthecrime, said Sher-
iff Badsky. Would interactivetele-
visionto handleremotehearingsbe
worththecost?Mr. Pomeroy asked.
Y es, said Sheriff Badsky.

When dealing with mental pa-
tients, it isthe only way to go, saic
Chief Lockhart.

Sheriff Badsky said he has hao
two people come to him and say if
he deputizes and pays them, they
will transport prisoners for the of -
fice. He said they havethe car. Tc
go to WaKeeney, it costs the

(See OFFICERS 0on Page 10A)
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* Council waits
todecideissue
onalleyvacation

(Continued from Page 1A)
have any problem giving thecity a
set of keysto read the meters.

Mayor Shobeaskedif Mr. Fidele
was planning abuilding to connect
the two, but he said no.

Asitexistsnow, thealleyisafire
break, seidMr. Anderson. Onceitis
full of lumber, it won’t be afire
break anymore. Thealley won't be
filled al thetime, said Mr. Fidele.

City Foreman Dan Castleaskedif
the center will be open for water
drainage,. and Mr. Fidele said it
would, becausepeoplewill becom-
ingintoget supplies.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
said when hefirst heard about it, he
didn’t liketheideabecause of pub-
lic safety.

He said then he started to think
about it and he has never needed to
drive an ambulancethrough the al-
ley. He said he doesn’t think he
could get an ambulance down the
aley.

The councilman said he wasn't
sure about thelooks of achain-link
gate. Mr. Fidele said he could al-
wayssetit several feet back fromthe
road so it won'’t show much.

Mr. Hirschsaidinsigningavaca
tion order, the city can say how far
back the gate needsto be put or that
foot trafficwill beallowed through
during the day.

Mr. Anderson said hewasalittle
uncomfortablegivingaway theciti-

zens property.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he talked with Fire Chief Bill
Cathcart, who said they don’t fight
firesfrom the alley and he doesn’t
have a problem with the vacation.
Police Chief Wade Lockhart, who
was in the audience, said it didn’t
bother himtohavethea ley vacated.
Hesaidif thereisacar coming out
of the alley and there are pedestri-
ans around, they had better watch
out.

CouncilmanRay Wardsaidinthe
beginning, he had assumed thetax-
payers paid to pave the road, but
knowing that they didn’t, and the
fire chief doesn’t have a problem
with the vacation, then he doesn'’t.
He said he can see aproblem with
people pulling out of there.

Mr. Ward said hedoesn’ t want to
discourage any business in town
fromexpanding. Maybethecouncil
needsto promotethat alittle better.

Mr. M cEvoy suggested thecoun-
cil wait until the next meeting to
hold the rest of the hearing giving
the public time to comment. Mr.
Fidele said hewanted an answer as
soon as possible but didn’t have a
problem with getting more com-
ment.

The council voted to adjourn the
public hearing until April with
Councilman Joe Stanley abstaining
from the vote because of “public
perception.”

* Resdentsteach
twoyounggirls

(Continued from Page 1A)
lings. Thegirlshavefamiliesof four
and five. Ms. Schmitz said she has
eight brothers and sisters, but her
father had 13.

A big difference the residents
have probably seen, said Ms.
Schmitz, isinhealth care. It usedto
be normal when residents were
growing upto lose abrother or sis-
tertoillness, but that doesn’ t happen
asmuch now.

Mrs. Stacey said when the resi-
dents were growing up, people
didn’t have much money. When
parents said then that they didn’t
haveany money, they really didn't.
Today whenyoung peopleget mar-
ried, they think they need two cars
and ahome. When most of theresi-
dents got married, they probably
didn’t haveawholelot, she said.

Fern Anderson saidwhen shegot
married, they had their wagesand a
placeto live that was furnished. It
was an old grain bin that had been
fixedupforhiredhelptolivein. She
sai d she had to keep the milk sepa-
rator cleaned in exchange for the
placeto live. The crops burned up
that year and she and her husband
were kicked out, sothey hadtolive

with her parents.

Lois Buchholz said when she
married her husband, hehadjust got
out of the Army, but they had it
pretty good for awhile. Thecouple
built a house 50 miles outside of
Denver. Shesaid it wasrough, but
worthit.

Garrah Gaumer saidwhenshegot
married they had a horse and a
Model T Roadster. Shewas20years
old, and from that timeto six years
ago when her husband died, they
wereawayssavingmoney for farm
equipment.

These women walked to school,
rode horses, traveledinahorseand
buggy and had Model T vehicles.
But sincethosedays, they havehad
the chanceto see someonewalk on
the moon, watch airplanesin the
sky, use cell phones and now view
information that is being sent to
space.

Ms. Franco said things are alot
different now fromthetimetheresi-
dentsgrew up. Shesaidthisgenera-
tionisspoiled. Kidsdon't haveto
milk cows or anything, she said;
they just havetowal k tothegrocery
store, and they havemoremoney to
spend.

* Officers, officials
talk trangports

(Continued from Page 1A)
sheriff’ soffice $36 plusgas.

If the sheriff and his one officer
can’ ttakeatransport, said Council-
man Stan M cEvoy, andthecity does
it, thenthecounty shouldreimburse
thecity.

If thecity officerstakethetrans-
port, it will be overtime for them,
saildMayor Ken Shobe. They areall
deputized, said Sheriff Badsky, so
maybe they can just be paid a
straight wage from the county.

Mayor Shobeaskedwho dispatch
reports. Thecounty commissioners,
Mr. Unger replied. The public per-
ceptionisthat dispatchisunder the
sheriff, Mayor Shobe said.

Dispatch is not just for law en-
forcement, Mr. Unger replied, but
for the fire department, the county
bus, the ambul ance and sometimes
helps out with the road and bridge
department.

The city and the county, said
Commissioner Doyle Brown, are
toosmall tofight oneanother. They
need to work together.

Mr. McEvoy said the city has
somefinancial strainsand isgoing
to have to do something with the
swimming pool to keep it running
and probably theairport. Thoseser-
vicesareused countywide, henoted.

Sheriff Badsky said as a county
resident, hewould pay taxesfor the
pool. It giveskids something to do
in the summer and keeps them out
of trouble.

Thatissomethingthegroup prob-
ably needsto talk more about, said
Mr. Brown.

Thereisarecreationlevy, butitis
supposed to run through the school
district, said County Clerk Marilyn
Horn.

Mr. Brown said they are talking
about Oberlin, but as county com-
missioners they have to remember
therearethreeother cities, sowhen
new policiesare done, they haveto
bekept in mind, too.

March
Madness

1 Day Sale

Thursday, March 25
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Save BIG

Prizes:
Cash Drawing

FREE
Popcorn & Drinks

201 East“B”  McCook 345-3500 18004585043

Makingthemixture

AWORKERFROM Roger Goltl’ sdrywall businessinMcCookwaéfinishingthewaIIs
inthe old Bohemian Hall last week.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

* Manager will gay thesame

(Continued from Page 1A)
saiditisaloan.

Theremainder of thebond issue,
whichwill be$200,000, iswhat the
retirement board’ sfirstpriorityisto
pay off. Therentmoney paid by resi-
dentswill beusedto makepayments
to Gold Capital Management, who
owns the bonds, for the next 10
years.

Oncethat ispaid off, thehospital
will havetheright to makethedeci-
sion onwhether they will take con-
trol of thefacility or if they want the

retirement board to pay back the
$250,000.

Ms. Grafel said the retirement
boardwasworkingwith Gold Capi-
tal Management on therefinancing
but without the loan from the hos-
pital boardthey wouldn’t beableto
doit.

Theresolution saysthat the hos-
pital board, on behalf of Decatur
Health Systems, will advance
Decatur County Retirement Hous-
ing the $250,000 for the closing of
the new bond issue.

Mrs. Lohoefener said she was
concerned for those seven people
now living at Wheat Ridge. They
aren’tready for anursinghome, she
said, and they want to continue the
independent living situation they
have.

Sincethefacility openedin 2000,
19 people have lived there, she
added.

Thewomen at Wheat Ridge will
host a Chamber coffee hour from 9
to 11 a.m. on Tuesday, April 20.
Everyoneiswelcome.
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4%x9
oh/adv
Ad sent to GDN

* Board
gets
vigtors

(Continued from Page 1A)
boardfor years, themeetingwasthe
first he had attended.

Hesaidthepeoplewereprimarily
stating their opinions on informa-
tionthey had heard. Theboard, saic
Mr. Gasper,isn’tat liberty todiscuss
employeesor thekids.

The people in the audience ad-
dressed the board. Mr. Gasper saic
hisrolewastotell thepublicthat the
board could hear their comments,
but couldn’t discuss anything be-
cause of confidentiality issues.

Oneof thegreat thingsabout this
country, he said, isthat people can
express their opinions to electeo
officials.

After the session, the board went
into aclosed session for personnel.
Therewas no action taken.

Mr. Gasper said the only thing
that came out of the meeting isthat
the policies or procedures about
how the administration gets infor-
mation to the board may be re-
viewed.

Several of thosewho spokeat the
meeting were contacted and many
of themwereleft messageson their
answering machines. One, Eugene
Mrstik, was listed as speaking. He
said he didn’t want to comment on
the meeting or theissue.

*Voters
will see
changes

(Continued from Page 1A)
driver'slicenseor aSocial Security
card.

She said anyone running for of-
fice who carries registration cards
needsto tell peopleto wait to sign
them until they are in front of the
proper officer.

Mrs. Horn told the commission-
ers at the meeting on Tuesday,
March 9, that sheisworking on an
election resolution which will in-
clude all the changes. She said she
will aso ask for anincrease in the
payment for the polling places and
theworkers.

Mrs. Horn said shewould liketc
see the payment for polling places
gofrom $25t0$50 per el ection anc
for workersfrom $5.15t0 $7.50 an
hour.

Mrs.Hornsaidsheisn't sureif the
statewill pay for the new machines
and softwareor if they will become
theresponsibility of the county.



