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Statetur nsthumb screws
on businesses, but nicdy

Thesecretary of revenueisoh so niceabout
it, but there’ snoway the Sebeliusadministra-
tion or the Kansas Senate are going to let go
of the$70millionayear they hopetoget from
“destination sourcing” of the state salestax.

Destination sourcing is part of something
calledthe” Streamlined SalesTax” law, ana-
tional proposal aimed at letting states tax
Internet and catalog sales, wherever they
originate.

Asmail-order salesgrow, statesseeahuge
holein their tax laws. Sellers haveto collect
tax on merchandise going to their home state
or another state where they operate, but not
elsewhere.

TheU.S. Constitution bars statesfrom col -
lectingtax ongoodsin*interstatecommerce.”
Whenwebuy from, say L.L . Bean, we' resup-
posed to file areturn with the state and pay
something called a“ compensating usetax.”

Y ou did that last time you bought ajacket,
didn’t you?

Toget around this, stateswant Congressto
approveaninterstate compact, or agreement,
toallowthemtocollecttax for eachother. Part
of that planisauniformtax code, the Stream-
lined Sales Tax. And thismodel law requires
sellersto* source” salestax by destination, that
iswherethemerchandisegoes, not whereitis
shipped, asisdonetoday.

Thismight not soundtoo tough, but Kansas
alonehasmorethan 700 potential taxing dis-
tricts and about 300 actual rates. Thereisno
computer program which will accurately
sourcetax rates. The state has onethat works
by ZIP codes, but itsaccuracy issuspect.

If this Orwellian scheme ever goesinto ef-
fect, merchants will have to “source’ the
whole nation, with thousands of tax zones. It
may not be much of aburden to the average
downtownretailer, but many small businesses
ship merchandise. The amount of manual
work looking uptax zonesisastronomical for

them.

A newspaper, with subscriptions going al
over thestate, or atrophy shop which shipsto
multiplecounties, aphotographer sending out
wedding printsor astorethat sellsalot onthe
Internet, all will haveto comply.

K ansas Secretary of Revenue JoanWagnon,
meetingwithagroup of publisherslast month,
said her department would bend over back-
ward to help people comply. Enforcement of
the law hasbeen “relaxed” sofar, but will be
tightened later thisyear. She said merchants
canuseanaverageof their distributionif that’s
the only reasonable way they can figure the
tax. Eventhat will bealot of work.

Of and by itself, the sales tax change may
not bethat important, butit addstotheincreas-
ing regulatory burden, state and federal, that
makesit harder for businessesto succeed each
year.

Therearenew federal rulesunder thePatriot
Act, the tax code, Occupational Health and
Safety, the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA), health insur-
ance, and so on, an endl essstream of new and
complicated regulations.

Then the state addsitsown share.

Maybeit’ snowonder jobcreationislagging
in this country. Small business creates most
new jobs, but thegovernment makesit harder
tobeinbusinessevery year.

The funny thing is, Kansas may never see
that $70millionayear fromthe* streamlined”
(read complex) sales tax. Much of it will be
collected under present law as the states put
pressure on companies which ship without
collecting taxes, but already have operations
everywhere. Wal-Mart is a key example,
Lands End (now owned by Sears) another.

L.L. Bean isthe exception, but is forcing
them to pay tax worth making Kansas even
more unfriendly to business growth? Not
likely. —SeveHaynes

Homeiswhereshewantstobe

A trip to Washington is fun and
educational, but it'snot aplacel’d
ever want to live, or even spend
muchtime.

| know, there are alot of people
there who wouldn’t live anywhere
else. | guessthey liketheexcitement
of being at thecenter of government,
of feeling they have the power to
make some sort of difference.

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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Of course, therearethethousands

of taxi drivers, shopclerks, secretar-
ies, city employees, builders and
worker bees, who just live there,
raisetheir familiesand go about the
businesswithout ever dealing with
the power brokers.

| was pondering why peoplelive
inthecity, and especially why they
live in Washington. The people of
the District of Columbia have no
voteinnational affairs. InWashing-
ton, they liveinanexpensive, unsafe
and fairly dirty city. Everywhere
you go, there are guards, fences,
metal detectors and X-ray ma-
chines.

A friend, Tonda Rush, livesin
Washington. Sheisagraduateof the
University of Kansas School of
Journalism and a lawyer. She
speakswith nostalgiaof her timein
Lawrence and her work on small

newspapersineasternKansas. Still,
shelivesintheDistrict of Columbia
and worksin Washington. Sheisa
lobbyistfor theNational Newspaper
Association, and agood one.

Why doesshe stay?

Why did Bob Doleleave Russell
al thoseyearsagoand never return?
I know, | know, hehadajobtodoin
Washington, and now hiswifeisa
senator from North Carolina. But,
after he left the Senate and lost his
presidential bid, why didn’t he re-
turnto hisroots?

Potomac Fever, Stevecallsit.

| guesshe'sright. But, I'll never
understand.

| supposeonly timewill tell if our
currentrepresentative, Jerry Moran,
catches the fever. Right now, his
family isin Haysand heflieshome
every weekend. But that isatough

lifeand will becometougher ashis
children get into high schoal.

What if a Senate seat opens up?
Mr. Moranwouldbeagreat choice,
and Bob Dolewantshimtorun. He
is popular and personable, and |
would loveto have another senator
from our end of the state. But what
wouldthat dototheamount of time
he spendsin Haysand Kansas?

Well, | hope Jerry Moran never
gets Potomac Fever, but | do hope
he has a chance to fulfill whatever
dreamshehasfor hisworkinWash-
ington. Those are probably oppo-
sites, sol guessl’ mjust gladhe' sthe
one in Washington and | get to go
home.

Like Dorothy said, “There' s no
place like home. There's no place
likehome.”

And|’m glad to be back.
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"Lisbenng to his master's voice..
Whebher he tikes ib or not,”

L otsof folksoffer their help

When life hands you lemons,
makelemonade.

Following ourweek in Juarez, we
wereonour way fromEl Pasoto San
Antonio when we spotted an inter-
esting-looking antique storein the
little town of Sabinal, Texas. We
browsedtheaisles, then struck upa
conversation with the owner, Mr.
Baker.

He and Jim shared an interest in
Indian arrowheads, and from under
the counter he pulled out some
framed displaysthat most of hiscus-
tomersdon’t get to see. We prom-
isedtostopagainnexttimewewere
throughtownand crawled back into
thevan. That' sone.

It waslatein the afternoon when
Jim spotted a car wash across the
streetandsaid, “ L et’ swash off some
of that Juarez dirt.”

A few minuteslater, all cleanand
dripping, we were ready to roll.
However, the van wasn't. It would
“turnover” but would not start. Jim
isagood automotive diagnostician
and eliminated all the possibilities,
comingtotheconclusionthatitwas
thefuel pump. It wasnow well past
50’ clock, and he headed out tofind
arepair shop.

What he found was Mr. Baker,
who insisted that Jim let him take
him to a mechanic he knew. Inthe
meantime, I’ mstayingwiththevan;
the owner of the car wash came by
and offered hishelp. That’ stwo.

“Helpisontheway, “ | said.

“Well, y’all just let me know if
there’ sanything | kindotohep,” he
called over hisshoulder.

A college kid, cleaning out his
pickupinthestall nexttowhereour
dead van sat, askedif wewerefrom
aroundthere. Hismother wasorigi-
nally from Sabinal andtheir family
had just recently moved back, sohe
didn’t know all thelocals. Wevis-
ited back and forth, and before he
left hesaid, “Here,” and tossed me
abrand new beach towel from the
resortwhereheworks. That’ sthree.

A few minutes later, Mr. Baker
delivered Jim, who had newsthat a
wrecker was on the way. Right on
cue, abigredtowtruck pulledinand
Gil had ushooked up and loaded in
notime.

“There’ samotd right next door
tomy shop,” hesaid. “I'll drop you
off there.”

That’ sfour.

With our pillows and overnight
gear inour arms, we straggled into
the lobby and | said, “I guessit’'s

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
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pretty obviouswe need aroom.”

Without missing abeat, the man
behind the counter said, “Sorry,
we'real filledup.”

The parking lot was completely
empty, but | halfway believed him.
Thenl caughtthetwinkleinhiseye.

“Whenischeck-out tomorrow?’
| asked.

“Whenever Gil gets done with
yourvan,” heanswered. “ Don’'tyou
worry about check-outtime.” That's
five.

Thecollege boy had told methat
“TheTripleT” wasthebest placein
town to eat, and it was just ablock
away, soweheaded over toget sup-
per.

A nice young couple with their
little boy were seated at the table
next to usand, naturally, we struck
up aconversation. We learned that
the husband was a career military
man just returned home from Irag.
We thanked him for what he had
done for his country and he said,
“Knowing that the troops were be-
ing supported by peopleback home
madeitall worthwhile. | thank you.”
That’ ssix, hiswife made seven.

After the family left, another
couple called out and invited usto
share their table while we all had
coffee. Chip had been involved in
emergency medicine, eventeaching
emergency medical Technician
courses before a horrible accident
forced him to leave his profession.
Semi-retired, he works as ahome
remodeler. Beforethecafekickedus
out, Chip and Barbara were “old
friends.” We parted with promises
to email, and to stop in and go to
churchwiththemnexttimewepass
through. That’ seight and nine.

Next morning, we headed out in
search of coffee and found some at
alittle convenience store down the
street. Wecouldtell it wasthelocal
coffee shop because of al the pick-
ups parked out front. We spotted a
littletableoutsideand Jim suggested
| grabitwhilehewentinfor coffee.
| had barely settled in when acow-
boy tossed abox of doughnutsonthe

table and said, “1 think I’ll sit here
withyou.”

Somehow, | thought Jim had al-
ready talked to him inside and in-
vitedhimtoshareourtablesol said,
“Sure. Anyone with doughnutsiis
welcome.”

Jim showed up with our coffee
andobvioudly didnot knowwhothis
guy was but quickly shook hands
and sat down.

The cowboy introduced himself
as Robert. Welearned he managec
ahuntingreserveand, alongwithhis
wife, operated a hunting supply
store. He said, “Here, y’all got tc
meet somebody.” Hejumped upand
soon came back with hisblack La-
brador, Beau.

A few minutes later Robert’ s
wife, Lena, pulled up and introduc-
tionswere made all around. When
we explained our predicament she
asked, “Werey’ all the oneshaving
trouble at the car wash last night?”’

| laughed and said, “Y our town
must be like ours. Everyone has
probably already heard about these
two stranded Kansans.”

“Oh,l wishwe' da known,” Lena
said.“Y'all couldastayed out at our
place.” That’s ten and eleven.
Twelve, if you count Beaw.

Almost adozen people went out
of their way toeither helpusor make
usfeel welcome. Life hasaway of
doing stuff likethat; taking asitua-
tion that could have seemed like g
huge mistake and turning it into &
memorabl e experience.

It salongway around, but would
your town be as well represented
with hospitality as little Sabinal,
Texas, was?| hope so.

"Cause that is one place we are
definitely going back to.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

My son, bewise, and make
my heart glad, that | may an-
swer himthat reproachethme.
Proverbs27: 11

Kansansneed taxpayer ‘Bill of Rights
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

We'reat it againin Topeka. The
state Legislature is deciding whe-
ther to raise your property and in-
cometaxesaswell assalestaxes.

| will do my best to stop any tax
increase, but Topekalegislatorsare
being besieged by special interests
lobbying for more of your hard-
earned money for their ownbenefit.
What will you get, besides aslim-
mer wallet, if they succeed? They
will request even moretax dollars.
If we say yes, we only encourage
themto ask for more.

We, aslegidatorsand citizens of
Kansas, need to consider new ap-
proaches to fixing our economic
engine. Kansas, like many other
states, haswrestled with tight bud-
gets over the past few years. We
havetreated the symptoms, not the
problem.

Wemust address spending or we
will continue to raise taxes and
never attract new jobsto our state.
Wemust control thegrowth of gov-
ernment so that we can better man-
ageour economicfuturefor genera-
tionsto come.

Our neighbors in Colorado cre-
ated a good set of rules when they
amended their constitutionin 1992
with a Taxpayer Bill of Rights —
TABOR for short. It requiresvoter
approval fortaxincreasesanditlim-
its state revenue growth to the rate
of popul ation growth plusinflation.

Tax collectionsover thelimit must
be refunded to taxpayers. Taxpay-
erscanoverridethelimitsby popu-
lar vote.

Colorado’s law offers the most
taxpayer-friendly set of budget rules
in the United States (although a
patchwork of conflicting Colorado
initiativesenactedintherecent past
havedulleditspotential). Colorado
taxpayers have received about $3
billion worth of rebates. A Kansas
TABOR would work better, be-
cause we would erect it on aclean
foundation, andwehavethebenefit
of learning from the past successes
and mistakesof 26 other stateswith
tax and spending limits.

Everyone knows that politicsis
messy business. Elected officials
areconstantly pressuredtoincrease
spendingfor specificinterestsatthe
expenseof general interests—such
asavibrant Kansaseconomy.

Kansasgovernment spending has
increased 1119 percent, whileKan-
sas wages have increased 348 per-
cent, over the 30 years through
2002.

Doyouwant Kansasgovernment
spending to continueto grow three
timesfaster than your wages? That
may helpexplainwhy Kansasranks

41st among the statesin economic
growth over the same time period.
Who wantstoinvest in astate that,
effectively, spends all the new in-
comeyou create and then some?

A taxlimitlawwouldplacestrong
constraintsonthefuturegrowthrate
of statespending. Andit would pro-
videyou an automatic refund when
tax collections exceeded the TA-
BOR limits. Go to my website for
moredetail sat http://www.brendal -
andwehr.org.

Amending our state constitution
is serious business. However, con-
stitutions establish rules that pro-
mote the welfare of ALL citizens,
both current and future. The expe-
rienceof other statesshowsthat leg-
idatively imposedtax and spending
rulesdon’t work well.

A constitutional amendment i<
the only solution. Palitical tempta-
tionistoogreat. Thesooner that we
can begin to thoughtfully confront
that reality, the sooner our families
andfuturegenerationswill reapthe
benefits.

Brenda L andwehr
District 91
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