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Crews
repair
gusher

The city crew got muddy Fri-
day morning fixing aleak in a
four-inch water main in the 100
block of South Y ork Avenue.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said someone called City Fore-
man Dan Castlefirst thing Friday
morning saying there was water
intheyard.

The crew removed a redbud
tree which was near theleak and
dug a big hole with a back hoe
before they could see the prob-
lem. Water was shooting out of
the main. Willard Perrin, water
operator, and David Sporn, who
works in the water department,
firedupthepumps, climbeddown
aladder into the hole and started
getting the water out.

Just beforelunchtime, themen
started to file down the pipe and
get it smooth so they could put a
repair clamp on it. Mr. Castle
workedontheclamp, using cook-
ing greaseto get it ready to dide
on.

Theclampwaspassed downas
the pumps were turned off. City

IN A LARGE HOLE on South York DaV|d Sporn and aclampthatwould beput overtheplpetostoptheleak He
Willard Perrin (above) of thecity water departmentworked used cooking greaseto lather the clamp up first.

onaleak Friday morning. City Foreman Dan Castleprepared — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

crewman Rocky Diederich passed
downtoolsasthementightenedthe
boltsontheclampandthewater was
contained.

“The men do great work,” Mr.

Shike said.

There were problems with a
couple of valves, he said, and asa
resultthecrewisplanningonreplac-
ing some of them.

The crew left the pipe uncov-
ered to make sure that there
weren't any further leaks. Mr.
Shikesaid hehadn’t heard of any
more problems.

City wdlsdropping, may need

Ataplanning meeting Thursday,
March 18, theOberlin City Council
discussed plans for the water sys-
tem, from adding well capacity to
building atreatment plant.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthecity isshort on capacity for
water. He said they need to look at
re-drilling awell east of town to
keepthewater supply up. Mr. Shike
saildwhenthewellswerecheckedin
January, they were around an inch
lower compared to the year before.

Inthelongterm, said Mr. Shike,

Spring

forward

The days will seem alittle
longer next week asthe clocks
are turned
forward an
hour Sun-
day for
Daylight
Saving
Time.

Sunday
morning at
2 am. isthetimeto jump for-
wardanhour. M ost peoplewill
changetheclocksbeforegoing
to bed on Saturday.

That means everyone will
have an hour more light at the
end of the day and it will be
darker in the morning when
kids are picked up for school
and parents go to work.

the city will need to get into water
treatment. Today, well water is
pumpedintothecity system, adding
only chlorine disinfectant and
chemicalstolowerthemineral con-
tent. It is becoming harder to meet
federal standardsfor water quality
that way, though.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
Willard Perrin of the water depart-
mentwantstoeither re-drill well No.
9, east of town or tie well No. 6,
south of the football field into the
system.

Mr. Castle said they should have
tiedwell No. 6 into the system dur-
ingthewater project. Thecity would
needto notify usersif they pumped
that well because of high nitrates.

The city has been promising the
citizens of Oberlin more water for
thelast four years, said Councilman
StanMcEvoy. Thecity needstoget
another well pipedupandget started
with partial water treatment.

Mr.McEvoy saidthey needtoget
thecity’ sengineer, Thaniel Monaco
from Miller and Associates, in and

redrilling

start doing something. It seemslike
the city is starting another project
and the water oneisn’t even fin-
ished.

Councilman Ray Ward said he
doesn’t seeany choicebut puttingin
awater treatment plant.

Mr. Castlesaid Mr. Monacowas
talking about treating water at the
site. Mr. Castlesaid whenthewater
project started out, thenew well was
supposed to betied into the system
tobeblended. He said hethinksthe
city sort of dropped theball onit.

126th Y ear, Number 13

City needs
newoontract
for dectriaty

Sunflower istheonly
company operating here

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Kansas Municipal Energy
Agency isworking on a new elec-
trical contract for Oberlin, sincethe
one the city has had for the last 20
yearsexpiresat the end of Septem-
ber.

City Administrator Gary Shike
saidthecurrent contractiswith Sun-
flower Electric Power Corp., a co-
operativewhichservesrural electric
andmunicipal utilities. Thecity isa
member of the energy agency and
thentheagency contractswith Sun-
flower.

Mr. Shikesaidtheenergy agency
has sent out arequest for proposals
for electricity toseveral entities, al-
though Sunflower isthelogical pro-
vider for the city. There are afew
other agenciesthat providepowerin
western Kansas and southwest Ne-
braska, so the city could get power
from them.

Sunflower ownsthetransmission
linehere, Mr. Shikesaid, sothecity
would still be paying the coopera-
tive even if the power comes from
another agency. Transmission cost
isasignificant part of thehill thecity
paysto Sunflower, he said.

North of town, acity-ownedline
brings electricity from the Sun-
flower lineto the city’ s substation.

Most of the power comes from
Sunflower, but thecity getsasmall
part of itspower fromfederal hydro-
electric plantsin Colorado through
the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration, said Mr. Shike.

Sunflower hasitsheadquartersin
Hays, but generates most of its
power at alarge coal-fired plant in
Holcomb.

Oberlin’ spower plant cangener-
ate enough power to run the town,
but therearen’t enough radiatorsto
cool theplant at peak use. Mr. Shike
said aspart of itscontract with Sun-
flower, thecity hasto havegenerat-
ing capacity. Thecity runstheplant
during the summer when needed.

Bob Polys, electricdirector of the
agency with the municipal electric
agency, said they are getting the
city’ srequest for proposals out tc
renew or replace the current con-
tract. Hesaid heisn’t surewhenthe
processwill be completed.

Mr. Polys said the city probably
will get afive- to 10-year contract.
He said having the power plant ab-
solutely helpswith negotiations.

Theagency has64 member cities,
hesaid, all inKansas. Asanonprofit
organization, the agency basically
helpsthecity staff handlepoweris-

(SeeCITY on Page10A)

40-year-old pool
leakingand in need
of repair work, liner

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin Swimming Pool is
over 40 years old and leaks, al-
though city officials aren’t sure
wherethewater isgoing or whereit
isleaking.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the City Park pool wasbuiltin
the 1960s and then added on to on
thesouthsideafew yearslater. The
pool isat least thesecondto servethe
city.

Mr. Shike said the original pool,
which he thought was more like a
swimming hole, wasby thefootball
field. Hesaidhedidn' tknowif itwas
lined or just an earth pit.

Thepool usualy opensMemorial
Day weekend, depending on the
weather. Before opening day, the
pool ispainted blue.

The pool loseswater every year,
said Mr. Shike, adding that heisn’t
sure how much of it is evaporation
and how muchislost when thewa-
ter circulatesthroughthefilters. He
said there may be aleak in the pip-
ing, butthey don’tknowfor sure.He
alsosaidthey asodon’ tknow where
thewater isgoing.

Theleak isn't the only problem

with the pool. Every year, said Mr.
Shike, they talk about changing the
chlorinating system from gas tc
solid. Thewater inthepool hastobe
disinfected.

This year, he said he thinks the
city will replace the sand in thefil-
ters on the east end of the pool. He
said the boiler which heatsthe war
ter is getting old. The boiler is al-
ways an issue, and in the future
something will probably needto be
done.

The temperature of the water is
alwaysapoint of contention. Some
peoplesay itistoo hot, hesaid, and
otherssay itistoo cold.

Mr. Shikesaid it would probably
beagoodideatolook at aliner for
the pool, which would be cheaper
than replacing it. He said several
communitiesin the area have built
new pools, but evenif acommunity
hasanew pool, it doesn’t meanthey
don’t have problems.

Healsosaidthey don’tknow if the
pool needs to be replaced right
away. It just depends on what hap-
pensevery year whenitisfilled.

Last year, the city appointed &

(See POOL on Page 10A)

Woman gathered cow chi psfor heat Ilved In soddy

By MARY LOU OLSON

Born in asod house in Rawlins
County, Myrtle Schiessler of
Oberlin,whoturned 1000n Sunday,
said the mud walls kept her family
warm, but didn’t keep the snakes
out.

Born March 28, 1904, Mrs.
Schiessler was the oldest daughter
of Charley and Mary (Hokenson)
Henningson. Besides her brother,
Edmund, andsister, Pearl, thesoddy
wasalsohomeforacousin, Victoria
Paschke.

“Thewallsof our homewerevery
thick and were covered with wide
strips of heavy muslin, as was the
living room ceiling and the rough
boards used for the floor were hard
toclean.

“Among our chores as children
was going to the pastureto pick up
cow chipsto burnin our kitchen
range. We used a kerosene stove
duringthesummer monthsfor cook-
ina. Theliving room had adouble

bed, pump organ, phonograph, cane
table and arocking chair. We also
had atel ephone, wired with barbed
wire.”

She said the organ was ordered
from either the Sears or Montgom-
ery Ward catalog and when it ar-
rivedinHerndonby train, her father
brought it homein their buggy.

“Mydadlovedtoplaytheviolin,”
shesaid, “and Edmundand| played
theorgan.”

Mattresses, she recalled, were
made of corn shucks and were re-
placed every year, andtheir pillows
were stuffed from clean chicken
feathers. She said her mother made
all of theclothesfor thefamily. She
said sheremembersonetimewhen
apeddler, Charley George, stopped
by to sell material, the family fed
him supper and breakfast and he
sleptinthebarn.

“For our hospitality, he gave my
mother some nice material,” she
said.

MYRTL E AND EDM UND HENNINGSON (shownbeside

their original home) spent much time playing together while
growing up ontheir parents farmin Rawlins County.

A new two-story homewas built
on the Henningson farmstead by

DanOlsonin1917, anditwasthere
that theyoungest child, Violet, was

bornin 1919.

Thefamily,likemost othersinthe
area, rai sed most of their ownfood.
Mrs. Schiesder said shehel pedwith
the garden, the chickens, milkeo
cows, andevenplayed“ hooky” one
day from school so she could stay
homeand hel p with thebutchering.

Shesaidthat if it hadn’t been for
the many home-grown meals of
milk, cottagecheese, sour milk, gar-
denproduce, chickensand eggs, the
family would have gone hungry.
Shesaidthat her parentstook wheat
tothemill inOberlinor Herndonfor
flour, but sheand her siblingsnever
got to go.

Thewashboardwasreplaced | ater
by an early-day “push and pull”
washing machine, which wasabig
improvement, she recalled. Later
they purchased agasM aytagwasher
from“Pop” Stinnettein Herndon.

“On Christmas Eve, Dad would
bring out the horses and lumber

(See WOMAN on Page 10A)
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(Continued from Page 1A)
sues, hesaid.

Mr. Shikesaid Oberlingenerated
its own power up to the late 1970s
or early 1980s. The town fathers
then startedto get nervousabout the
only sourceof power being thecity
plant.

Theenergy agency’ sfirst project
herewastoact asafinancing agency
to build transmission lines to con-
nect the city to the Sunflower line.
Atthat time, they alsodidtransmis-
sionlinesin St. Francisand Sharon
Springs. Mr. Shikesaidthecity paid
that line off almost 10 years ago.

Theenergy agency also hasagas
supply department, although
Oberlin doesn’t participatein it.
Midwest Energy isthegassupplier
here.

Mr. Shikesaidthecity getspower
from the Southwestern Power Ad-
ministration, but thereisno way to
getittoOberlin. That power isused
in citiesin Eastern Kansas and that
hel ps offset what Oberlin pays for
the power here.

Councilman Ray Ward servesas
amember onthegoverning body of
the energy agency and Mr. Shikeis
theresident member. City Foreman
Dan Castleisthe dternate.

Mr. Shikeisalsoontheexecutive
committee, which meets once a

3 "_-)-

month.

* Pool
leak s
water

(Continued from Page 1A)
pool committee made up of Abby
Hissong, Gary Bartels, Teresa
Shaughnessy, Peggy Ream and
AnnaShaw. Thecommitteeismade
up of peopleinterested in keeping
thepool and possibly may helpraise
money for it.

At arecent meeting between city
council members and the county
commissioners, Councilman Stan
McEvoy asked the commissioners
if they wouldbewillingtohel pwith
the swimming pool.

Mr. Shike said the pool is one of
those things that county residents
gettousethat they don' t pay forwith
their taxes. If a person livesin the
city, henoted, they still pay county
taxes. The county paysfor the am-
bulance service, but people in the
city pay taxesfor it. There are sev-
eral things, includingtheswimming
pooal, library and airport, that city
residentspay for but everyoneuses.

It costsmoney torunthepool. Mr.
Shike said. Itisn’t amoney maker,
but there are some thingsthat com-
munities just do for the quality of
life, likepools, libraries, airportsand
community buildings.

Lincoln, Neb.

rdives

ped

(Continued from Page 1A)

wagon,” sherecalled, “and after
Mother placedwarmquiltsonthe
floor, we would all ride to the
Swedish Baptist Church for ser-
vices.”

Entertai nment meant spending
eveningswithneighbors, making
homemade ice cream, and just
visiting, whilethekidsranaround
playing hide and seek.

Mrs. Schissler said sheand her
brother did everything together,
but one day shedecided to try to
drivethefamily’sModel T onher
own. Shesaidshestarteditupand
had ajoy ridearound theyard.

“1 had watched Dad and my
brother operateit, so | knew how
toshut it off, too,” shesaid.

The Henningson children at-
tended Fairview Country School
Her first teacher was Dorothy
Bigelow, and she had all eight
gradesand lots of students. Mrs.
Schissler said one day she was
latefor school and someonewas
sittingat her desk. Therewasonly
onespaceleftinthedoubledesks
anditwaswith ClemensHutfles,
soshejustwent over and sat down
with him.

“It was at that country school
that | met my future husband,
Mike Schiessler,” shesaid. “Our
first datewasgoingtoadancein
the Leinwetter barn, south of
Herndon. It was after hetook me
home one night and we were

Internet

tonight
475-2206!

MYRTLE SCHIESSL ER (above) showedthedresswhichher parents, Charley and y
(Hokenson) Henningson, bought for her wedding. Sheand her husband Mike (below) were
married Dec. 29, 1926, at Immanuel Church in Herndon and spent their honeymoonin

started our married life on a
nearby farm. The grasshoppers
weresothick in 1930 that thesun
was blotted out. The depression
hitin1931, but our worst year was
1935, whenthedust stormscame
in from the northwest. It was as
dark asnight andthedust piledup
in the ditches and over the fence
postslike snow.”

After her husbandretired from
farming in 1977, the couple and
their daughter, Frances, movedto
Herndon. A grandson, Kevin
Schiessler, took over the farm.
Her husband died in April 1991
and Mrs. Schiessler and her
daughter moved to an apartment
inOberlintobenear Kevinandhis
wifedulie, Christopher andHaley,
in 1999,

The Schiesslers also had two
other daughters, Doris Fedro of
Waco, Texas, and the late Janice
Berry. Mrs. Schiessler now has
ninegrandchildren, 21 grandchil-
dren, and 17 great-grandchildren.

Shewasstill drivingwhenthey
movedtoOberlin, but saidthat her
last trip was to get a flu shot in
1998 at the Oberlin Clinic. Her
driver’s license expired on her
100th birthday, and she said she
won't renew it.

So, to what does she attribute
her long, healthy life?

“I never cooked in grease, |
cooked healthy food and always
prepared practically every meal
from food that we raised on the
farm. Another thing, she said,
with atwinklein her eye, ‘| have
takenoneAloeVerapill,adietary
supplement, faithfully every day
at noonfor many years.’”

Most of her family plansto be
herefor her birthday celebration,
whichwill includean openhouse
from2-5p.m. on Easter Sunday,
April 11, at Golden Age Center.

S - s
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standing ontheporchthat hepopped
thequestion. | said, ‘ Yes,” because
| suredidn’tknow what el seto say!”

They weremarried afew months
later, at Immanuel Church in
Herndonon Dec. 29, 1926. Her par-
ents bought her wedding dress,
whichshestill has. Her sister, Pearl,
and his brother, Matt Schiessler,
werethe attendants.

“After the ceremony, everyone
went to my folks' place for awed-
ding supper, prepared by Ida
Hokenson, whichwas followed by
acharivari. For our honeymoon, we
drovehistrusty oldModel T Fordto
McCook, then boarded thetrainfor
Lincoln, Neb.

“Conditions were bad when we

Permastone Floors
~ that stay in style

167x16”
Regular price $3* sq. ft
Now: $3' sq. ft

New Outdoor Carpet Arriving Soon!
“You Stand On Our Reputation!”

Carpet King

308-345-8007

We’re on the Bricks

McCook, NE 69001

301 W. 3rd St. Ken & Nora Rasmussen

When Severe Weather Threatens

WEATHER EYE
METEOROLOGISTS

are on duty
nights & weekends

24/7

Watching Northwest Kansas

NO OTHER STATION WATCHES 24/7

Counal discussss

goals, priorities,
nodecisonsmade

The Oberlin City Council dis-
cussed goalsfor thecity at arecent
meeting which covered everything
fromaplanto hiresomeoneoutside
thecity torecruit businessestostreet
work to hiring someone to cook at
The Gateway.

Councilman StanMcEvoy asked
at an earlier meeting to have the
planningdiscussionsincethecoun-
cil hadn’'t had oneinawhile. Atthe
Thursday, March 18 meeting the
council took afew hoursto discuss
thegoals.

Mr. McEvoy saidhewouldliketo
see someone hired to sell Oberlin
moreand bring peopleand business
to town. He said the person in the
positionwould spend moretimeout
of Oberlinthan here.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
hewouldliketo seeapacket devel -
opedthat wouldincludeall theposi-
tivesabout the city.

Councilman Joe Stanley said the
Convention and Visitors Bureau
would like to put some signs up at
the Last Indian Raid monument at
the cemetery to explain the area’s
history and pull more peoplein off
the highway.

There could be agazebo near the
monument that would have maps
and information about the Last In-
dianRaid, said Councilman Patrick
Pomeroy. Theideahasalot of po-
tential, said City Administrator
Gary Shike, but it isambitious.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
therearealot of plansfor the cem-
etery, but the city needsto wait for
donations to come in to get them
done.

Hesaid they would liketo putin
new trees at the cemetery, and they
have memorial contributions for
some.

Kent Ploussard of The Gateway
staff said it has nothing to do with
money, butthecity needstolimitthe
sizeof head stonesat thegraveyard.
Mr. Shikesaidif thereisasizelimit,
it should be in decided before the

new side of the cemetery isopen.

Thecouncil discussedthedigging
and closing of graves. Marvin
Hansen does the digging and then
thecity crew closesthe graves.

Someof thecity streetsneedtobe
re-paved, council members said.
Mr. Castle said that the city will
never get anything done on the
streetsif they never get started. The
city needs to continue sealing the
streetsor they will fall apart.

Just to re-pave five or six blocks
at atime would be expensive. He
saidjusttodotwoblockswould cost
an estimated $100,000 which in-
cludes curb and gutter work.

Can the city apply for grants for
paving? asked Mr. McEvoy. The
city can, said Mr. Shike, but thecity
will still haveto pay half on most of
them.

Mr. Ploussard said the two back
doorsonthewest sideof The Gate-
way needtobereplaced. Hesaidthe
city hasreceivedbidsinthepast, but
hasn’t donethedoors.

Hesaidthereisawantlistfor The
Gateway, includingdidingdoorson
thewalkingtrack, astorageshed anc
changestotheductworkinthearenz
for heat.

Mr. Ploussard said they haven't
had any luck hiring someoneto cook
and do events.

PoliceChief WadeL ockhart saic
his office needs acomputer, one of
the vehicles has 64,000 mileson it
and needsto betradedin, they neec
astrobe light bar for a car and the
furnaceintheofficemay needtobe
replaced.

Mr. Shikesaid hehadtalkedwith
Fire Chief Bill Cathcart about the
fire station. Mr. Shike said Chief
Cathcart said there isn’t enough
room to store the fire trucks. The
council discussed whether some
should be sold and if thereis any
rental spaceavailableinthearea.

The council didn’t make any de-
cisionsat themeeting, nor did it set
any formal list of goalsor priorities.

Theater dinne Thursday

The Oberlin Royal Neighbors
will host ataco buffet dinnerfrom5
to 7 p.m. Thursday night at the
Golden Age Center asabenefit for
Sunflower Cinema. The

Royal NeighborsNational Head-
quarters will match part of the

money donated.

Thetheater board plansto usethe
money to buy apretzel warmer for
the concession stand and upgrade
the speaker systemin the theater.

Everyoneisinvited.
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