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LAST WEDNESDAY morning, Megan Huntley worked on her car for the cornandwheelsmadefrom oranges. Thedriver wasababy carrot with baby
Lunch Box Derby with the help of Brian Klima. The car had abody made of cornfor armsand acherry for ahead.

TEAMMATESRyan Bishop and Chase Copeland worked on their pineapplevehicle.

Herald staff photosand
story by Kimberly Brandt

Vegetables, fruits
hit the raceway

Eachyear, kidsinfourthandfifth
grades at Oberlin Elementary
School gettotesttheir creativity and
handiwork making avehicle out of
fruitsand vegetablesfor the Lunch
Box Derby.

The derby, started 11 years ago,
hasbecomeatraditionat theschool.
In the beginning, it was sponsored
by the Washington Apple Associa-
tion, but they dropped out and
Raye’ sGrocery Storepickedupthe
ball.

Every spring, store employees
haul cherries both red and green,
apples, oranges, cucumbers, mel-
ons, grapes, okra, sprouts, olives,
carrots, potatoes, watermelon,
squash, tomatoes and other fruits
and vegetables to the school. The
ediblecar partsarelaidout onatable
at oneend of thecafeteriasothestu-
dents can rifle through them and
decidewhat will best work ontheir
car orwhatlookslikeitwill tastethe
best.

What thekidsdon’tend up using
ontheir car providesamid-morning
snack or at |east atastetest.

Last Wednesday, thestudentshad
the chance to build their cars, eat
somefruitandvegetablesand work
withtheir parents, whowereinvited
into help.

SteveCullen, whoteachesfourth
grade, saiditisagood timefor par-
entstocometoschool and helptheir
kids. Besides, it sfun.

First to go was the fourth grade.
Thiswasthefirst timefor them, so
they haven’t yet perfected what
shape of applesto chooseor how to
roll the oranges along the table to
make them rounder.

After they weredone, it wastime
for the old pros, the fifth graders.
Two of the fifth grade groups de-
cidedtotry somethingalittlediffer-
entthisyear.

LAYSHA MEDINA putthe
|ast touches on her cucumber
car.

Joseph Hirsch and Nolan Peters
decided to useawatermelon asthe
body of thevehicle. Withthehelp of
Joseph’s mom and grandma, the
melonwascutin half and hollowed
out.

A pineapple was placed inside
thewatermelonasthedriver. There
wasacarrot mufflerandafaceonthe
pineapplemadewithgreencherries,
asmall carrot forthenoseandapine-
applesmile.

Thewheel sweremadeof cucum-
berswith applesonthem. Theboys
said they didn’t expect the vehicle
to travel very far or fast, but were
goingforthe"most creative’ award.
They namedthevehicle* TheCrui-
sin’ Boat,” and they did win most
creativefor thefifth grade.

Attheother end of thelunchroom
wasanother first. A trio, madeup of
Dalton Paul, Jasmine Pearson and

Dalton Dolan, wasusingaspaghetti
squash for the body of the car. The
team had scooped out the inside of
the squash and put a driver inside.
They a soused ablack oliveand | et-
tuceonthecar.

Mr. Cullensaid hehad never seen
either awatermelon or a spaghetti
squash usedintherace.

Other students decided to do
something a little more traditional
withtheir vehicles.

Rhiannon Davis and Jori
Diederich designed “ The Bronco,”
which was made of a cucumber
body and applewheels.

Jori saidher older sister, Danielle,
won atrip to Chicago to race her
vehicle, so she decided to use her
sister’s recipe to make “The Bro-
nco.” The girls were hoping for at
least third place.

In thefourth grade, the top three
placeswent to:

« Nolan Henningson and Brooks
Cannon for the “ Carrot Cruiser,”
whichwent 27 feet and 10inchesfor
third place.

* Darian Bose and Megan Wentz
for the “D.M. Racer,” 30 feet for
second place.

« Saeger Grafel and Brent Juene-
mann for the “Hash Slinging Slas-
her,” 34 feet and six inchesfor first
place.

* Amanda Marshall and Sereng
Stacey took most creative.

In the fifth grade, the top three
placeswent to:

e TimLarsonandBret Ashley for
the*Hot Rod Carrot 1" that went 37
feet for third place.

 Chad Williams and Jeb Fortin
forthe" DaleEarnhart 111" that went
37 feet and eight inchesfor second.

» Davies and Diederich for “The
Bronco,” which went 37 feet, 10
inchesfor first.

Seemslikethat recipestill works.



