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Wheat crop

doem’

tlook

good sofar

Expertssay drought
hasseverdy hurt plants

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Farmers, elevator men and crop
expertsdon’t havemuchgoodtosay
about thisyear’ swheat crop.

Thecounty hasbeeninadrought
for the last four or five years, and
eachyear it seemsthat crop produc-
tion decreasesalittlemore. At har-
vest time last year, it seemed like
thingswerelooking up, but withthe
lack of rainafter planting seasonand
littlesnow over thewinter, thewheat
isn’t whereit should be.

A lot of people were hoping that
thewheat cropthisyear wouldbeas
good asit was|last year, said Brian
Olson, KansasStateUniversity area
extensionagronomist, butwedidn’t
getany raininOctober tohel pestab-
lish thewheat.

The previous year, he said, the
areagot threeinches of rain which
got the wheat going. The area
needed that again this past year.
With atwo- tothree-inchrain right
after planting, said Mr. Olson, the
crop would have been able to sur-
vive.

Thewheat isup, hesaid, butitis
highly variable. Someof it may pro-
duce decent wheat, but most of the
plants only have one head. Mr.
Olson said thereisno way to deter-
mine what the yields will be with

only one head on the plants.

Theareastill hasbareground, too,
wherewheat wasplanted|lastfall but
never came up.

Last spring, said Mr. Olson, the
areagot good weather for the crop.
It stayed cool throughthefillingsea
son. If that happensagainthisyear,
itcouldhelptheyield, but still won't
compensate for one head per plant.

Recently, theareagot somerain.
Hesaidthat hel ps, but thenitwas80
degreesandwindy for several days.
That just sucks the moisture right
out of theground, he said.

Every year, Mr. Olson said, the
college supports wheat test plots
with areafarmers. Thisyear, said
Mr. Olson, only the conventional
plot came up at the May farm west
of town. A no-till plot didn’t make
it. In Norton County, he said the
university won't have aplot. In
Quinter there is only one kind, but
Trego and Sheridan counties have
the conventional and no-till plots.

Earlier,saidMr. Olson, hetalked
with farmers about their options,
whether to over seed the wheat or
plant spring barley. Now theoption
iswhether tokeepthecropor termi-
nateit and plant soybeans or some-
thing elsefor fall.

(SeeWHEAT on Page 10A)

Youngderstested
onnumbers, colors
for kindergarten

Oberlin Elementary School is
getting ready to preparenext year's
kindergartnersandtheir parentsfor
agood start.

OnThursday and Friday, 21 kids
werescreenedfor kindergarten next
year. Diana Steinmetz, develop-
mental kindergarten teacher, said
thekidsall took areadinesstest with
thehelp of School NurseRuthWol-
fram, Health Administrator Marilyn
Gamblinand JanaHutton, whodoes
speech work with the Northwest
KansasEducational ServiceCenter.

Mrs. Steinmetz said each of the
kids wastested on cognitive, com-
munication, both listening, and
speaking, social, emotional, gross
motor and finemotor and personal/
socid skills.

Studentshavetobe5 beforeen-
tering school, she said. Each one
was tested on being able to recog-
nize nine colorson blocks, how far
they can count, matching shapes,
identification of shapes, matching
numberswiththecorrect number of

Weather
training
cheduled

With severeweather season start-
ing, the National Weather Service
will hold a storm spotter training
classin Oberlin at 7 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 19, at the high school.

David Floyd, warning coordina-
tion meteorologist for the weather
stationinGoodland, said every they
holdthetrai ning sessionstoremind
peoplethat theserviceneedstrained
spottersunder every storm. Hesaid
the service has great tools, includ-
ing modern radar, but they cant’
show if thereiswind damage, what
sizethe hail isor if atornadoison
the ground.

Attheclass, Mr. Floyd said, they
will discuss reporting procedures,
storm layouts, different cloudsand
how to anticipate what astorm will
do.Mr. Floydsaidthey will alsotalk

about what controlsastorm, its be-
(e <TORM on Pane 10A )

objects, recognition of |etters, hop-
ping, skipping and daily living
skills. Mrs. Steinmetz said each
child was asked their address and
how old they are.

Shesaid shealso doessomegen-
eral observations, including
whether the child can fold, cut,
color, identify similarities, printing,
directions, positions, quantities,
measurements and amounts.

Theinformationisthenscoredon
ascaleandusedtodecideif they will
beready for kindergartennextyear.

On Friday, April 23, the parents
cometotheschool for kindergarten
round-up and parentsand kidsmeet
withteacher Carol Browninthekin-
dergarten room.

A performancegridfor each stu-
dent will be shownwhichtells par-
entstheareasthat wereassessedand
highlightswhereeachonedidn’t get
al the points. Mrs. Steinmetz said
Mrs. Brown will give parents an
ideaof what to practice on over the

(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)
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AT A TACO DINNER for the Sunflower Cinema last

Thursday night, Carol and Bill Duncan (above) workedtheir
way through the line while filling their plates. Duane

Neghborsgive
totheater funddrive
duringtacodinner

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheRoya Neighbors tacodin-
ner Thursday night raised $1,153
for the Sunflower Cinemabefore
amatching $1,000 contribution
by the national Royal Neighbors
was added.

Jennifer Auxier, amember of
thetheater board, said about 150
peoplesignedthebook whenthey
came in the door for the dinner,
butwithfamiliesonly havingone
person sign and by the number of
tortillas the group went through,
she estimated 250 people were
served.

Ms. Auxier said the theater
board was responsible for pur-
chasing the food and cooking it.
She said they bought everything
at Raye sGrocery, wherethestaff
did an “awesome” job of getting
the suppliesin.

She said they purchased and
cooked 60 pounds of hamburger.
The board wanted to be sure that
they wouldn’t run out of food.
They used dl of it except maybe
three pounds.

Royal Neighbor member made
piesand cakes, alongwiththeater
board members and volunteers.
The Royals Neighbors then
matched anything up to $1,000

A preliminary count showed the
eventbroughtin$1,047. Ms. Auxier
said that didn’t include a donation
fromtheGolden AgeCenter of $35,
whichiswhat thetheater board paid
to use the center. By Monday the
official count was $1,153. Ms.
Auxier said themoney hastobere-
corded, thenitwill bematchedupto
the $1,000.

Hansen’ sPlumbing, Heatingand
Air Conditioning hasgiventhethe-
ater an air conditioning condenser,
she said. Part of the money raised
will beused toinstall it.

Ms. Auxier said the theater has
two air conditioning units, one for
the auditorium and one for the
lobby. The condenser to the unitin
the lobby is broken and is beyond
repair. Their No. 1 priority isto get
the condenser in and the unit fixed,
shesaid, sincechocolateisstoredin
the concession stand in the lobby.

Next, theboardwouldliketopur-
chaseaused pretzel warmer andre-
place the sound system.

Ms. Auxier saidthey planto stay
openthroughthesummer, unlikein
recent yearspast. Theonly concern
with staying open through the sum-
mer, she said, is having the volun-
teersto help. She said anyone who
wants to work can call her at 475-

Dorshorst (below), atheater board‘ member, helped serve

themeal, which was sponsored by the Roya Neighbors.
— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt
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Currently the theater is showing
“ThePassion of the Christ,” which
started on Friday night and will run

through Saturday with nightly
showings at 7 p.m. Ms. Auxier
said thetheater will beclosed for
Easter Sunday.

Waving palms

"

LY

toget afrond.

HANDING OUT PALMS, Gaylord Sh

— Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes

ieldswasapopular manwithyoungstersbefore
servicesat St. John’ sLutheran Church on Sunday. Nashon Copel and wasone of thekids

Speedway opens
with racenext week

Get out the sunglasses and sun-
screen, because opening day at the
Oberlin Speedway isjust aroundthe
corner.

Promoter PaulaBolt saidthefirst
racewill beat 6 p.m. Saturday, April
17. Other races are scheduled for
Sunday, April 25; Sunday, May 9;
Sunday, May 23; Sunday, Aug. 8;
Saturday, Aug. 28 and Sunday,
Sept. 19. All of theraces start at 6
p.m. except for the two in August
whichstartat 7p.m., said Mrs. Bolt.

Last October, she said, all pro-
motersfromtheareagot together to
go over rule changes and work on
schedules. Theideais so the race
tracksin the areadon’t have races
running on top of each other, she
said.

Then the Decatur County Fair
Boardand I nternational Motor Con-
test Associationhavetoapprovethe
schedule.

The3/80of amiletrack openedlast
season after several yearsof itbeing

intheworks.

Mrs. Bolt said most things will
stay as they were last season. The
grandstandswill openuptwo hours
beforetheracewithticket pricesfor
adultsbeing $8, kidsage6to 11, $4
and kids 5 and under, free.

The pitswill open three hoursin
advance and will cost $20. There
will also be a$20 one time fee for
racers.

The group is trying to work on
changing the location of the
announcer’s stand, also called the
crow’ snest. Mrs. Bolt saidthestanc
isn't very stableand it blocks most
of the back stretch of the track for
people watching from the grand-
stands.

Theidea, said Mrs. Balt, isto put
an announcer’ s stand on the grand-
stand side of thetrack. Theold one
would then be moved to the horse
corral.

Mrs. Bolt said they will have

(SeeRACESon Page 10A)
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* Storm
class
coming

(Continued from Page 1A)
havior and where atornado likely
will form.

Mr. Floyd said the classisn’t
strictly for storm spotters. Itisopen
to everyone who is interested in
weather. Itisfreeand opentoevery
agerange.

Thetrainingwon't get tootechni-
ca, hesaid. They havetried totake
thetechnical stuff out sothat people
can understand. Mr. Floyd said
those attending don’t have to have
abackground in weather.

Thetrainingwill last 2 /2 hours,
with most of it done with pictures
and videos. He said everyoneisin-
vited to take part in thetraining.

Mr. Floyd said they do thetrain-
ingthistimeof year sincethesevere
weather season normally startsin
late April toearly May. Hesaiditis
agood time for peopleto brush up
on their storm-spotting skills.

The peak months for severe
weather are May, Juneand July, he
said, but the area can have severe
westher aslate as October.

* School
Kills
teded

(Continued from Page 1A)
summer.

Parentswill havethefinal say on
whether their childwill gotodevel-
opmental kindergarten or kinder-
garten, she added.

At the roundup, Mrs. Wolfram
will goover whatimmunizationsthe
students may need and the parents
canlet her know of any special needs
the child has, such as asthmaor al-
lergies. Ms. Hutton will give her
speech report to the parents.

Mrs. Steinmetz said she has 12
students in developmental kinder-
garten this year. Those students
didn’t take part in the screening but
will go to kindergarten next year.
Withthekidswhowentthroughthe
screening process, that would mean
33kidsforthetwoclassesnextyear.

* Races
tosart

(Continued from Page 1A)
race at the end of fair week on Sun-
day, Aug. 8 and added that they are
working with acompany who may
be contributing money to makeita
bigger race.

Thetrack isopento al bombers,
IMCA modified, IMCA hobby
stock, IMCA stock cars and cruis-
ers. She said throughout the season
theremay besomeclassicmodified
and the mini trucksfrom McCook.

Shesaidthey alwaysneedvolun-
teers to work on race day and still
have one day open for the conces-
sion stand if anyoneisinterested.

Mrs. Bolt said shelooksforward
toeveryonecomingtotheracesand
having agreat time.

Studénts
celebrate
April Fools

ON APRIL FOOL’S
DAY, Cindy Sattler,
(above) whoteachessecond
grade, wore bunny ears
while she read to her stu-
dents, including Ben
Glading. Studentsof all ages
wore their clothes back-
wards, wore pgjamasor did
their hair alittlecrazy forthe
day. Kyle Huntley (left)
wore small rubber bandsin
his hair to make it stand up

inall directions.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Brandt

Wdl tests
offered

The Northwest Local Envi-
ronmental Protection Grouphas
offeredwater screeningtestsfor
private well owners concerned
withthesafety of their drinking
water supply for the past 12
years.

Thosewho havespecificcon-
cerns, such as pesticides, or
other chemical contamination,
may receive alist of certified
labs which do specific testsfor
afee.

Contact oneof their officesat
(785) 462-8636in Colby; (785)
421-2769inHill City, or thelo-
cal health department at (785)
475-8118.

Confection

Sunflower

Now contracting at an
all time high of

$19/%$13 cwt.

(plus pricing bonuses for minimal insect damage)

\ACT NOW -- Contract Availability Limitey

RED RIVER COMMODITIES:
The sunflower people you can do business with.
We offer The Price, The Ease of Mind and
The Service to back it up.

Red River
\ Commodities, Inc.
‘\ Local -- 785-462-3911

Toll Free -- 8888-748-5111

*Wheat

crop

needsadrink

(Continued from Page 1A)

The yields now depend on the
stands, he said. If afield got estab-
lished early, there may be some
yield, butif itdidn’t, farmerswon’t
seethe numbers come harvest.

At Norcatur Grain, Rodney
O'Hare said the crop doesn’t look
very promising. There are afew
fieldsthat ook decent, but 80to 90
percent of thewheat ishurting real
bad.

Thewheatisgettingafunny blue
shadetoit, hesaid, meaningthat the
plants are stressed because of the
drought. On Thursday, he said, it
was probably 65 to 70 degreesin

Norcatur and thewindwasblowing.
Theweather isjust takingthemois-
ture out of the ground

Mr. O'Hare said wheat, weeds
and grass this year may get four
inches tall and then put out a seed
stalk because M other Natureissay-
ing that it is time. Normally, the
plantsget kneehighor better before
that happens.

He said that on Thursday morn-
ing, he had three farmersin his of-
ficeand each of themwashopingtc
get the crop insurance adjuster out
inthenear futureandtalk withthem
about tearing up thewheat and get-
ting soybeansor milointheground.

Countyroad crew
pullsinroad sdes

The Decatur County commis-
sioners heard last Tuesday that the
road and bridgecrew had beenpull-
inginthesidesof theroadsall over
the county.

Road and Bridge Director Tim
Stallman said the crew has pulled
the edges in on the Kanona and
Jennings roads and parts of the
creek, and Rexford and Swede
roads. He said they have also done
someworked in Center Township.

The crew recently finished a
bridge project by the lvis Hanson
farm, south of Kanona, andwill now
movetoabridgejobnear theformer
Jennings L ake.

Mr. Stallman said the gravel
trucks are currently spot graveling
Cook Township.

Recently, Mr. Stallman, said he
and Kirk Ulery went to the surplus
property agency in Topekaand pur-
chased tools and parts for the
county. They also picked up a
couple loads of steel for a good
price.

Whilethere, he said, hebought a
coffee cart and abag of paper clips
for thecourthouse. Theprisonersat
thejail are splitting the huge bag of
paper clipsinto smaller bags, he
said.

LaVern Burtis, maintenance su-
pervisor at theGood Samaritan Cen-

ter, said he hastwo companies, one
from Colby and onefrom McCook,
who would like to bid on replacing
the roof at the center. He said the
new roof would have a pitchin it,
whichwould solvetheleaking prob-
lem.

The commissioners agreed that
representativesfromthecompanies
would each have time at the next
meeting to make proposal s, but the
bidsneedtobeseal ed and beopened
by the commissioners.

Mr. Burtissaid hewould call the
companies.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

« Talked about attending theK an-
sas County Commissioners ASso-
ciation conference in Salina for
$125 plus a pre-conference fee of
$99. CommissionersPatriciaGlenn
and Doyle Brown are unabl e to at-
tend, while Ralph Unger said he
didn’t know yet.

« Heardthecounty tax salewill be
at 10a.m. Tuesday, May 4. Thereare
twolotsin Kanona, onein Jennings
and several minera rights.

* Discussed an e-mail from Jack
Coffman, afreelance writer, who
wantsto interview Mr. Unger next
week. Mr.Ungerwill beunavailable
and suggested someone at the city
officesfor theinterview.

Alumni help campaign

Kansas State University alumni
and friends from Decatur County
hel pedtheworld’ slargestall-volun-
teer telephone campaign for higher
educationmark its25thanniversary
by raisingmorethan $1.36 million.

During23callingsessions, 1,596
student callers received 20,217

Budke Motors
4x9
oh/adv
ad sent to GDN

pledges worth $1,361,657 to pro-
vide scholarships and educational
benefits in the nine academic col-
leges.

Dubbed“ TheOriginal Lordof the
R-R-Rings,” Telefund 2004 re-
ceived 18 pledgesworth $745from
Decatur County.



