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Alley cloangtoaid lumber yard alls

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

A motion to vacate an alley be-
tween Fidele Electric and Wood-
crafting and the old cafe on Main
Street diedfor lack of asecondat the
Oberlin City council meeting last
Monday night, but the plan could
come up again.

Councilman Stan McEvoy, who
wasstandinginfor themayor, made
amotion to approve vacating the
aleywiththestipulationthat if Greg
Fidele,whoownsthetwobuildings,
were to sell the property, the alley
would revert to thecity.

Mr. Fidele told the council he
wants to store lumber in the aley
and in the old cafe to the south,

Weather
waters
wheat

Crop till alive
getswet boost

Crops and lawns all over the
county got adrink this weekend
from a slow-falling rain and then
wet snow.

Friday morning, thesky wasover-
cast and alight rainfell agood part
of theday. It seemed like adrizzle,
but wasenoughto makethingslook
alittlemore green.

Again on Saturday, it was over-
cast and chilly, coldenoughthat the
Oberlin Lions decided to postpone
the annual Easter egg hunt.

On Easter, the skies opened up
again for agood afternoon rain.

Earlierlastweek, forecasterssaid
it was supposed to snow over the
holiday weekend. By Sunday
evening, the area hadn’t received
any snow, but by Monday morning
that had changed.

The ground was covered in wet,
heavy snow. As the sun came up,
though, the snow began to melt.

Inall, theNorcatur areareceived
better than an inch of moisture, the
Traer area around .30 points, the
Jennings area half an inch and the
Oberlin areareceive around .60
points.

Fred Stasser, meteorol ogist from
the National Weather Servicein
Goodland, saidtheareareceivedthe
showersSunday afternoon because
there was a complex low pressure
system in the area along with an
upslope wind and favorable mois-
ture.

Mr. Stasser said a disturbance
coming north off of the northern
plains pushed the snow in Sunday
night. That associated withthecold
air caused snow tofall.

Hesaidthereisn’tany moisturein
the forecast for the foreseeable fu-
ture. It is supposed to start getting
warmer, he said, with highsin the
lower to mid 70s by today and the
80sby Friday.

Ty Gerlits, anagronomy special -
ist with Agriliance, said the mois-
turewasgreat for thewheat crop. He
said theareawill need more before
harvest becausethereisn’t awhole
lot of subsoil moisture, but what we
got will help.

Mr. Gerlits said thereisadanger
of freezedamageif thetemperature
getsbel ow 24 degreesfor four hours
or more. With the ground tempera-
ture warmer because of the warm
weather aweek ago, he said, there
is a chance there might not be any
damage. Hesaid they will just have
towait and see what happens.

which he bought and isrenovating.
Heplanstorip thenorthwall out of
the building and use it for storage,
so hewantsto put gatesat each end
of thealley.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy
andMayor Ken Shobewereabsent.
Councilman Joe Stanley had said at
the previous meeting that hewould
not bevoting ontheissue.

Thecouncil began apublic hear-
ing about the alley vacation at the
meeting Thursday, April 18. They
decidedto adjournthehearing until
the Monday night meeting to wait
for more public comment.

Mory Zodrow, with Raye' s Gro-
cery; Carolyn Burtis, owner of

The Oberlin City Council will
meet with members of the Ober-
lin-Decatur Area Economic De-
velopment Corp. about a pro-
posedalley vacationdowntown at
6:30 p.m. Thursday night.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said the council will get areport
ontest holedrilling proposal sthe
council askedfor atitsmeetingon
Monday, April 5.

Council may try again

Hesaidtherewill alsobeadis
cussion about declaring a water
emergency.

The council will consider two
appointmentstotheHousing Au-
thority, Lee Ploussard and Joyce
Ploussard.

Themeetingisopentothepub-
licinthemeetingroomupstairsat
TheGateway andwill beonlocal
access cablechannel 7.

Metcalf Real Estate, and Steve

Haynes, editor of TheOberlinHer-

ald; were all at the meeting last
week.

Mr. Stanley said hetalkedwith 10
people who said they didn’t think
thealley should beclosed, but none
of them gave areal reason.

Councilman Ray Ward said he
talked with six to eight people, in-
cluding somebusinessowners, and
none of them was in favor of the
closing.

Mr. McEvoy said hegot onecall
on his answering machine from a
personwho said they didn’t want to
see the alley closed because it is
“historical.”

He asked if Mr. Fidele sold the
property, would the alley be open

again? City Attorney Steve Hirsch
said thecity can't do that inthe var
cation order, but could have an
agreementwithMr. Fidel ethatif the
property was sold, the alley would
bere-opened.

Mrs. Burtissaid her officeisnear
thealley andMr. Fidel€ sstore. She
said she doesn’t see any problem
with it being vacated. She said she
liked the idea of putting it in the
agreement that if the property sold,
it would bere-opened.

Mr. Zodrow said hedoesn't have
a problem with the vacation of the
alley, especially to help abusiness
intown. Hesaid heownsabusiness

(See ALLEY onPage10A)

Raisngther voicesat Cedar Living
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BOYSAND GIRL SinKick Kidsfrom St. John’ s Lutheran Church per

- kidsincluded (fromlef
formed for the residents at Cedar Living Center at the end of March. The Kaylee May, Hayley Schiessler, Baron Green and LaraZodrow.

City resumessearch for morewater

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheOberlin City Council decided
toget bidstodrill test holesaround
oneof itsunder performing wellsat
ameeting last Monday night, hop-
ingtofind somemorewater by sum-
mer

The city has put users on water
restrictionsthelast three summers,
ordering peopletolimit outdoor use
to three days per week and water
only during cool times of the day.
Now, council memberssay, thecity
canrely only onacoupleof itswells,
andif onefails, thetownwouldface
ashortage.

Over the last five years, the city
triedto find new wellsfarther from
town, but came up with mostly dry
holes. A water project included a
line to tie in and mix water from a

At its meeting last Monday
night, the Oberlin City Council:

* Decided to get bids for test
holes around well No. 9, which is
pumping lessthan 150 gallons per
minute, so it can make plans to
redrill the well. Story to left.

» Took no action on a motion to
vacate the alley between Fidele
Electricand Woodcraftingand the

City Roundup

old cafe. The issue may come up
Thursday. Story at top of page.

*Received a bid foranewtruck
for the city crew, but decided to
keep looking. Story to come.

* Discussed when the city
should go on water restrictions
and decided to putthe item onthe
agendafor Thursday night's meet-
ing. Story below.

contaminatedwell, butitwasnever
hooked up.

Thaniel Monaco with Miller and
Associates, provided the council

Councilman asks
for water cutbacks

TheOberlinCity council will talk
about water restrictions at its next
meeting on Thursday.

At the meeting last Monday,
Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
they should start talking about wa-
ter restrictions and possibly start
them before summer starts.

Willard Perrin, with the water
department, saidthecity ispumping
400,000gallonsof water aday right
now. Summer peak useisabout 1.1
million gallons per day, even with
restrictions.

Mr. Stanley asked when the city
started water restrictions last year.
When the city started to pump 1
milliongallonsaday, replied Coun-
cilman Stan McEvoy.

City Attorney Steve Hirsch said
thecity policy hasbeenwhen pump-
ing reaches a certain threshold, 1
million gallonsaday, the city goes
on restrictions, then the mayor de-
claresawater emergency.

Mr. McEvoy asked that the dis-
cussion on water restriction be put
onthe next agenda.

Economic development officials
fromthreesstatesgather at Gateway

The annual Tri-State Initiative
conference, “Windows to the
World,” will start at 8 a.m. next
Thursday, April 22, at The Gate-
way, featuring presentations on
tourism, creating businesses and
international corridors.

Lt. Gov.JohnMoore, secretary of
the Kansas Department of Com-
merceand chief economicdevel op-
ment officer for thestate, isthemain
speaker.

Thenight before, membersof the
economic devel opment group will
meet at the LandMark Inn for din-
ner and their annual businessmeet-

ing.

Theinitiative hasmembersfrom
Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado.
The group meet quarterly, said
Connie Grafel, marketing director
for the Oberlin-Decatur County
Economic Development Corp., but
the conferenceis held only once a
year. Last year it wasin Nebraska
and the year before, Colorado.

At every conference, the group
has talked about tourism, she said.
Itisthe easiest topic with which to
crossstatelines.

OnThursday, therewill beapre-
sentation, “Bringing International
Tourism to Rural America.” Ms.
Grafel said people who are inter-

ested in tourism need to attend and
talk with Scott Allegrucci withKan-
sas Travel and Tourism. Therewill
also be a presentation on agritour-
ism.

Ms. Grafel ssidmembersall come
from communities with the same
interests and issues, including loss
of population and water problems.

Carolyn Applegate, director of
the Sherman County Economic
Development Council, said the
commonbondsgivethem someleg-
islativepresence. Therural areasin
each state are more like each other
than Oberlin is like Wichita or

(See GROUP on Page 10A)

with areport of the quantity and
quality of water availablefor Ober-
lin.

The city has four wells, he said.

No. 6 south of theball field can’t be
pumpedbecauseitishighinnitrates.
It wassupposed to bethe sourcefor
the mixing system. No. 9, east of
Creative Dimensions, pumps less
than 150 gallonsper minute, No. 10,
east of Creative Dimensionspumps
450 gallons per minuteand No. 11,
south of town by the Oberlin sign
pumps 300 gallons per minute.

Mr. Monaco saidwell No. 9 can-
notreliably produce150gallonsper
minute for any length of time. The
city isbeing served by wellsNo. 10
and No 11 but that only produces
750 gallons per minute. Another
well waslost whenitwasn't pumped
for several years.

Hesaidthecity hasthreeoptions:
eitherre-drill No. 9, rework No. 6 or
drill anew well onthecity property

southeast of town.

Asfar aswater quality goes, he
said, No. 6 ishigh in nitrates anc
uranium, No. 9ishighinarsenicand
uranium, No. 10ishigh in arsenic
anduraniumand No. 11isOK. Mr.
Monacosaidwell No. 11istheonly
onethecity cancount onusingfor
long period of time.

The water supply problem has
becomealot moretricky inthelast
couple of years with new, much
tighter federal standardsfor drink-
ing water. Uranium was never &
problem around here until the new
standards, nor wasarsenic.

Mr. Monacosaidthecity coulddo
apilot study for water treatment,
whichwould cost $2,000to $6,000
per month for two months. Thecity

(See WATER on Page 10A)
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Oakley.

movethem.

Police Chief Wade Lockhart said Valentine
Richardshad beencitedlast year for keepingtherep-
tilesinhishome. Thechief said hereceived areport
ayear agothat Mr. Richardswaskeeping poi sonous
snakes. At that time, hesaid, policeasked himtore-

Chief Lockhart said hethought thesnakeshad been
removed, but then areport camein fromacity em-
ployee who had been out reading meters. Chief
Lockhart said it isillegal to possess any poisonous
fanged animal in the city of Oberlin at any time.

Last Thursday, Mr. Richardsentered aguilty plea
incity court. Hewasfined $100 and court costs.

Chief Lockhart asked for the right to inspect Mr.
Richards' house, andthemanwasn’ttookeenonthe
idea. The police agreed to give him an hour before

OBERLIN POLICE OFFICERSshared theofficefor afew dayslast week with eight

rattlesnakesfound in an aquarium in an Oberlin man’scar.

Snakesabit muchfor city rule

Eight rattlesnakes were found in an aquarium in
an Oberlin man’s car last Thursday. The man got a
ticket, and the rattlers got a trip to a museum in

going to the house.

Chief Lockhart said after the hearing, he sent of -
ficersto Mr. Richards' neighborhood and they
watched him take an aguarium out of the shed and
into the house, and from the houseto hiscar.

The officerspulled Mr. Richards over and found
the snakesin the aguarium. Mr. Richardswascited
again for keeping rattlesnakes.

Chief Lockhart took the snakes and kept them in
thepoliceofficeuntil Saturday, whenamanfromthe
Prairie Dog Museum in Oakley arrived. Chief
Lockhart said he could have destroyed the snakes,
but decided to give them to the museum.

Hesaid hewasn’t sure how long the snakeswere,
but acoupleof themweretwoinchesindiameter. He
said hethought they were healthy prairierattlers.

HesaidMr. Richardssaid hewaskeepingthemnot
aspets, but to useto make hat bandsand belts.

“We can't tolerate having something like that in
thecity,” thechief said. “ It isasafety issue.”

— Oberlin Police photo
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* Water search gartswith plantoredrill wel

(Continued from Page 1A)
would have to provide power to the pilot
site, awater linefromthewel | tothetest unit
and security for the equipment.

Right now, the city is pumping well No.
10, he said, and it produces up to 500 gal-
lons per person per day. That ispretty low,
especially during peak use, said Mr. Mo-
naco.

Well No. 6 could takealot of revamping
to get asignificant amount of water out of
it. Becauseitishighinnitrates, it hasn't been
pumped.

Well No. 9 pumped 710 gallons per
minute when installed in 1966, but Mr.
Monaco said itsflow hasdropped over the
years.

Thecity canre-drill No. 9, either closeto
whereitisnow or farther away, hesaid, or
the city could drill near theirrigation well
onlandit purchased south of town. Theex-
isting well onthat land ishigh in uranium,
hesaid, but anew well might haveless.

Whenthecity looksat trestment, saidMr.
Monaco, thewater may need both pre-treat-
ment and treatment, but they won'’t haveto

treat all of thewater from every well.

Mr. Monaco said if hewas choosing, he
would dothe pilot study near theirrigation
well, whichwould al so help with capacity.

The quickest solution to the capacity
problem isto re-drill No. 9, he said. That
could cost anywhere from $80,000 to
$150,000, depending on whether the city
wants awell house, submersible well or
variable-speed well. The well could prob-
ably gointo serviceright away.

On theirrigation well, line work would
probably rangeanywherefrom $100,000to

$150,000, and anew well out there would
cost $100,000 to $150,000. Thecity could
transfer therightsfrom No. 6to anew well
out there, he added.

Councilman StanM cEvoy said hethinks
thecity needstomoveright away toget No.
9re-drilled and also get theirrigation well
into system.

Mr. Monaco said they already have ev-
erything they need. The biggest unknown
istreatment, which will beamajor invest-
ment for thetown, he said.

City Administrator Gary Shike said he

thinks they need to do something quickly.
Foreman Dan Castle said if No. 10 goes
down, the city has no backup. He said he
thinksthey needto re-drill No. 9.

Mr. Monaco saidhecanget aproposal out
todrillersandusualy getitbackinfivedays.
They could have the well done, if every-
thing fallsinto place, in 60 days, said Mr.
Monaco.

The council agreed to havefor Mr. Mo-
nacoget proposal sfor holetestingtore-drill
around No. 9. He said he also will put to-
gether information on treatment.

*Group
tomest
Intown

(Continued from Page 1A)
McCook, likeLincoln.

Ms. Applegate said the confer-
enceisopentoeveryoneandcovers
topics from how to do business on
thelnternet, tocommunitiesputting
incentives together to attract busi-
nesses. Citiesand countiesfromall
over will have the chance to share
what they have done and what they
do that works.

Registration is $100, said Ms.
Grafel, and that covers everything
fromthe presentationsto lunchand
the banquet that evening. For those
whojust want to attend thebanquet,
thecostis$25, withprimeribonthe
menu.

Theconference, said Ms. Grafel,
isfor everyone, includingeconomic
development people, Chamber di-
rectors, elected officials and busi-
nesspeople, especially thosethink-
ing about e-commerce or interna-
tional sales.

Ms. Applegate said thetownsin-
volvedintheconferenceareall try-
ingtohangontotheir youthandgive
them someownershipinthefuture.

At10:15am.,theconferencewill
have a presentation, “The Y outh
Perspective Through Windows to
the World” and “Where In the
WorldisMcCook, Nebraska?’ The
second presentationwill begivenby
a panel of young people from
McCook.

The women said conference
sponsorsincludetheOberlin-Deca-
tur County Economic Devel opment
Corp., Midwest Energy, Aquila of
Colorado, the Bank of Oberlin,
Farmers Merchants Bank of Hill
City, Sunflower Electric Power
Corp., Prairie Land Electric Coop-
erative, SBC Corp., McCook Com-
munity College, Nex-Tech, Rural
Telephone Service Co., the North-
west KansasTravel Council, North-
eastern Colorado Association of
Local Governments, Northeast
Colorado Travel Division, Cam-
bridge Telephone and Pinpoint
Communications, S& T Telephone
andthe Sherman County Economic
Development Council .

Ms. Applegate said there will be
booths at the conference from the
Northwest KansasTravel, Colorado
Travel, the Kansas Department of
Transportation and others.

Reservationscanbemadeby call-
ing The Gateway at 785-475-2400
or 1-800-658-4348ext. 8122 by this
Thursday.

Group giving
scholar ships

Three high school students, one
each from Kansas, Nebraska and
Colorado, havebeensel ectedfor the
Tri-State Initiative for Economic
Development Scholarships.

Each student will received $250
and aplaqueduring theluncheon at
the group’ s conference Thursday,
April 22. Thestudentswill readtheir
essaysduringtheluncheonandtalk
about their career plans.

The winner from Kansasis An-
dreaSisfrom Atwood, whoplansto
attend Colby Community College,
sponsored by First National Bank.

The Colorado winner is Katie
Scott of Julesburg, who plansto at-
tend the University of Northern
Coloradoin Greeley, sponsored by
Worth Trust of Colorado.

The Nebraska winner is Megan
Grunden of Curtis, who plansto at-
tend Fort Hays State University,
sponsored by anonymous donors.

503 MAIN

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5-10 PM ONLY

Warated in Historic
Shirley Opera House

Atwood, Kansas

todigaholeat theintersection of Commercial and Y ork so

M ONDAY MORNING, Willard Perrin used a back hoe theC|ty crew could replace somewater valves.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Oldvdve
thetarget
of crew

TheOberlincity water crew has
dugtwo holesat theintersection of
Y ork and Commercial sothey can
replaceoldwater valvessometime
thisweek.

City Foreman Dan Castle said
they started the project last week
and hope to get the new valvesin
thisweek althoughthey aren’t sure
what day they will finish.

He said when the crew fixed a
leak recentlyinthe100block on S.
Y ork, they discovered that they
couldn’t shut thewater off because
the valves at the end of the block
were inoperable. The city crew
used adeviceto shut thewater off,
sincethevalveswerenot working.

Thecrew planstoremovetheold
valveonthesouthsideandthenput
inanew oneonthenorthsideof the
streettoreplaceit. Thecity will also
replaceanoldoneonthenorthside.

Mr. Castle said the crew will
haveto shut thewater of f about hal f
way up Y ork Avenueand then ev-
eryonein that areawill be off for
about three to four hours that day
until the crew getsthe new valves
in.

* Alley cloangdrawslittlesupport from council

(Continued from Page 1A)
behind thealley and hedoesn’t use
thealley.

Mr. Haynes, who wrote a letter
asking that the city hold off on the
vacationfor thefirst publichearing,
said he did not think people knew
much about theplan beforethefirst
meeting. He urged the city to have
the address of property appear in
plain English in the published no-
tices, not just thelegal description.

Mr. Haynessaid heusesthealley
bothinhisvehicleandonfoot. If Mr.
Fidele hasagood usefor the alley,
though, anditwill hel pthebusiness,
he said it is something he could
probably support.

Mr. Haynes also said he would
feel better about the vacation if the
city wasableto get thealey back.

Dr. Anderson said hedidn't like
theideathat thelien andtitlewould
bein Colby. He asked what would
happentothepropertyif Mr. Fidele
goesbankrupt. Mrs. Burtissaid the
titleisinMr. Fidele sname, though
themortgageisheldin Colby. The
agreement, said Mrs. Burtis, needs
toaddresswhat happensin caseof a
foreclosureif thecouncil isworried
about that.

Dr. Anderson said hewould like
torentthealley toMr. Fidelefor $1
ayear.Mr.Hirschsaidthealeyisn't
city property, sothey can’t rent it.

Most people he talked with, said
Mr. McEvoy, are under the same
opinion heisthat the city needsto
support business. He said with the
expansion, Oberlin could have a

lumber yard again and people
wouldn’'t have to drive to another
town to get boards and supplies.

If Mr. Fidelecanexpand hisbusi-
ness, said Mr. Zodrow, it will help
peopleintown. They won't haveto
goto Seldenor McCook tobuy lum-
ber, and it will keep businessin
town.

Mr. Ward said he would hate to
see the alley issue cause problems
for Mr. Fidele, but he doesn't feel
good about giving property away
that doesn’'t belong to thecity.

Mr. Stanley asked if the city
doesn’t vacate the alley, if Mr.
Fideleisgtill goingtoputinthelum-
beryard. Mr. Fidelesaidit depends.
Hesaid he hasn’t bought anything,
just the building. People want eco-
nomic development, he said. The
city hasaready closed other alleys
for businessesto expand. If he puts
in the lumber yard, it will keep
peoplein town to shop. Mr. Fidele
said hewantstoknock out thenorth
wall of thebuilding for lumber bins
andisworried about thesecurity. He
would put gates at either end of the
aley, but they will be open all day
and people can walk through.

Dr. Andersonaskedif Mr. Fidele
had talked to the Chamber of Com-
merceor OberlinBusinessAlliance
for support. Mr. Fidele said he
hadn’t, but he has worked with the
Economic Development Corp. to
get hisloans. He said he doesn’t
have to expand; people can go to
McCook or Selden. Itisuptothem.
Hesaidhewouldbeprovidingaser-

Runaway caught; car found

A 16-year-oldwhoranaway from
Sappa Valley Youth Ranch at the
end of Marchwasfound in Kansas
City last week.

Oberlin Police Chief said the ju-
venile was taken back to his home
in Scott City, where heled officers
to a station wagon that turned up
missing the night after the he es-
caped from the ranch.

The car, belonging to Mary
Lemman, wasin acarport in Scott
City. Chief Lockhart said theboxes
of glasswareshehad| eft ontheback

786-626-3740

seat were still inthevehicle.
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viceto peoplehere.

Mr. McEvoy said he feels
strongly about savingthebusi nesses
Oberlin hasand bringing new ones
totown.

“Is there a reason we shouldn’t

promotethegrowthof existingbusi-
nesses,” asked Mr. McEvoy, “just
based on the fact that people just
don’twant it closed?’

Mr. Haynessaid hefelt the coun-
cil should dowhat they feel isright

tohelp Mr. Fidele.

Although Mr. McEvoy made &
motion to allow the alley vacation,
no one spokeup withasecond. The
issue can be brought up again at &
future meeting, however.
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Year Special for

nwkansas.com

For alimited time, Oberlin
customers can receive 12 full months of
internet for |essthan the price of eight.

That's four months free

The nwkansas.com offers Internet and usage. Call today toget hooked up.
e-mail service. We have fast modems,
superior service and unlimited active OberlinHeraldat (785) 475-2206.

just $198

For more information call The

| nternet access as low as $16.50/month with 1 year prepayment.

/® /nwkansas.com

Price based on prepayment for one year.
Normal monthly rates are $24.95.
For more information call The Oberlin Herald, 475-2206




