Prairieblazekeeps

firemenbusy night, day

Wind and lightning that swept
through the area Wednesday
evening igniting a prairie fire two
mileswest of Jenningskept firemen
from all three county departments
busy most of thenight and againthe
next day.

The Jennings Fire Department
waspaged at 7:48 p.m. and thenthe
Oberlin rural and Norcatur depart-
mentsabout 10 minutes|ater.

“It wasakind of abear to get put
out,” said Oberlin Fire Chief Bill
Cathcart.“Itwasinreal tall, real dry
CRP (Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram) grassand it wasgoing pretty
good. Then the wind switched
around, and it calmed down.”

Some of the firemen didn’t get
back to Oberlin until 10:45p.m. In
Jennings, itwasafter midnight when
thelast truck rolled home.

JenningsFire Chief Kerry Green
said that the fire was on grass that
had belonged to the late J.L.
Spresser. The blaze moved onto a
corner of Vendla Tacha's pasture,
hesaid.

The next day, as the wind came
up, sodidthefire. At12:45p.m., the
Jenningscrew wascalled outtothe
same fire and in about 10 minutes,

25attend
water
meeting

Around 25 people at The Gate-
way got an update Thursday onthe
Republican River Riparian Project
and the Kansas Alliance for Wet-
landsand Streams.

Chairwoman Sue Jarrett said the
ideaistoget peopleinvolvedinim-
proving thewater supply.

There are three goals, she said,
developing a landowner partner-
ship, enhancing quantity and qual-
ity of waterintheRepublican River
Basin and educating peopl e about
water intheriver basin.

Themestingincluded apresenta
tion by Linda Henderson, Western
Kansascoordinator withtheK ansas
Alliancefor Wetlandsand Streams.

Ms. Henderson said the alliance
brings groups together through its
board. Members come from the
Kansas Farm Bureau, engineering
firms, thestate Department of Wild-
life and Parks and Pheasants For-
ever, among others.

Thestate, shesaid, isdividedinto
chapters. Decatur County ispart of
the Prairie Wetlands Chapter. The
chaptersareto identify projects.

Oneof thecritical parts of doing
aprojectisif thelandowner iswill-

firefighters on
top of the hill
saw smoketothe
north, and we
took off again.”

Hesaidthathe
thought the sec-
ond fire had
been caused by
lightning hitting
atree.

On Saturday,
Oberlinfiremen
werecalledto a
pickuponfireat
Stevens Av-

both Oberlin and Norcatur were
askedtohelp. Sheridan County fire-
menal socametohelp. Thistimethe
fire crossed the road, Chief Green
said, andgotintotherootsof agrove
of trees. The firemen had to use a
tractor to pull out theburning roots.

Asthingsstartedtodiedown, fire-
men scanned the areafor hot spots.

“Wejust gotit put out whenthere
was another fire near Jennings,”
Chief Cathcart said. “They were
watching for flare-ups when they
spotted smokefromtheother fire.”

Chief Green said, “One of my

enue, the dirt
road just south of theold port of en-
try. The vehicle had a fuel leak,
Chief Cathcart said.

Sunday morningat 1:16 a.m., the
crew was called to help with a
rollover accident about eight miles
out of town northeast on the Cem-
etery Road, Mr. Cathcart said.

The wind wasn’t done with the
tired firefighters yet, however. At
10:15a.m. Sunday, they werecalled
toafireat 105 S. Buffalo. A falling
treehad downed power lines, which
set grassand bushes afire, the chief
said.

EXPLAINING HER GROUP, Linda Henderson of the
Kansas Alliancefor Wetlands and Streams talked at ameet-
ing of the Republican River Riparian Project at the Gateway

on Thursday.

ingtohaveitasademongtrationsite.

Thisyear, said Ms. Henderson,
sheanticipates 100 projects, around
$550,000ingrant money and $3.13
millionin non-federal money.

The Sappa Lake Restoration
Projectisonthelist.

Another project the alliance is
working on is playa lakes. Ms.
Henderson said these can befound
al over farms. Basically they look
like mud holes. They are a great
placefor migratory birds.

Research shows that playalakes
are the only way to recharge the

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

OgallalaAquifer, shesaid. Shesaid
the alliance is working on putting
thoselakesintoeasement programs.
She said the alliance needs to edu-
catefarmersabout their value.

Playashaveaclay basin, shesaid.
If it' sbeen dry, water goesthrough
cracksin the clay and gets to the
aquifer, which underlies much of
western K ansasandisimportant for
irrigation. If it stays wet for long
enough, she said, the clay will seal
itself off. She said the lakes are a
natural formation.

Statessueeach other over river resources

Those present at the Republican
River Riparian Project meeting last
Thursday got an update on the Re-
publican River Compact.

Doug ChristensenfromNebraska
said Kansasfiled alawsuit in 1998
claimingNebraskahad not followed
the original compact. In 1999, the
U.S. Supreme Court accepted the

lawsuit.

InDecember 2001, aspecial mas-
ter who heard evidence in the case
granted a stay allowing the three
states in the compact — Kansas,
Nebraskaand Colorado— tonego-
tiate. Thestateshadtoformthe Re-
publican River Compact Conserva-
tion Committee, of which Mr.
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DoNT foRGET Mom ON HErR Special Day

See us for All your MoTHeR's Day cards and gifrs.

We now accept these cardsfor your convenience:
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Family-owned / operated since 1906

Addleman

Phone 475-2661 — Oberlin — Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value arethe cornerstones of our business.

SITEL.

CORPORATION

INSURANCE
O(RECT SERVICES
AA/ECE

ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE

$6.50 per hour,
$2 shift differential

Give Pat or Gail a call
today at 308-345-5600

Christensenisamember.

The committee hasto produce a
study plan by April 30 to look at
quantitative effects of non-federal
reservoirs and land terraces on the
water supply intheriver basin.

Thestudy will last for four tofive
years. Mr. Christensensaidthecom-
mitteeisworking onthat plan now.
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A JENN I NGSFI REM AN (above) wal kedtowardthefl amesThursday asvol unteersfought
alightning-caused blazefor the secondtimeintwo days. Crewsfromall three county depart-
mentsand neighboring volunteershel ped fight thefire, set by afast-moving storm Wednes-
day night. Sheridan County firemen (Ieft) cameto help. — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

Courthousetoget newtree

Decatur County commissioners
will mark Arbor Day by planting a
tree on the west side of the court-
house Tuesday.

The flowering crab tree will be
purchased by the county and then
the commissioners will reimburse
thefund.

County Clerk MarilynHorn said
that atreethat had been planted sev-
eral yearsago died, sothiswill bea
replacement.

Mrs. Horn said the public and
school childrenwill beinvitedtothe
planting.

The commissioners talked with
Ambulance Director Patrick Pom-
eroy about chargingfor standby ser-
vices.

Mr. Pomeroy said hewouldn’tbe
opposed to charging when the am-
bulancestandsby, usually at school
events, racesand thelike.

Commissioner RalphUnger said
the price should bereasonable.

Mr. Pomeroy sai dtheambulance
stoodby at akidswrestlingmeetand
thecrew ranthepublic addresssys-
tem. Hesaid thegroup gavetheser-
viceadonation.

Mr. Unger said he thought De-
catur County wastheonly oneinthis
areathat doesn't charge for stand-
bys. He suggested checking with
other countiesand seewhat they are
charging.

ViKrizek,withHighPlainsMen-
tal Hedlth, stoppedin. Shesaid com-
missioners will be getting the
county mental health audit at their
meeting on Tuesday, May 4.

Mrs. Krizek said she had some
concernthat thestatehospital istry-
ingto closeitschildren’ sbeds. She
said their new director has really
been steppinginto the political part
of thejab.

The commissioners didn’'t have
any questions, so Mrs. Krizek said
shewould bebackinMay.

PRICESDRASTICALLY REDUCED!

At their meeting last Tues-
day, Decatur County commis-
sioners:

 Decided to mark Arbor Day
by planting a tree on the west
side of the courthouse on
Tuesday. Story to left.

County Roundup

» Approved free days at the
landfill starting Monday and
going through Saturday, May
1,andahousehold hazardous
waste collection this week-
end. Story below.

Dump freefor next week

The Decatur County commis-
sioners approved free days at the
landfill starting Monday and going
through Saturday, May 1, and a
household hazardouswasteday this
weekend.

Thelandfill will be open from 8
am.tonoonthefirst Saturday of the
month and thentherest of theweek
from9am.to3p.m.

The household hazardous waste
day will befrom 8to noon this Sat-
urday at the county shop at the east
edge of Oberlin.

Road and Bridge Supervisor Tim
Stallman gavethecommissionersa

Howard Kool says
we must SACRIFICE
these remaining

NEW 2003 GM Models

contractwithVanceConstructiontc
storeroad material sthey will beus-
ing on a state job at the county’ s
Jenningsshop. Thecommissioners
approvedit.

Mr. Stallman saidthat heiswork-
ing on getting atire purchase to-
gether. He said the voucher will be
around $2,500 for eight tires.

Hesaidthat Darroll Banzetwill be
retiring from the crew the first of
May and hewill begoing through &
transition period with Kirk Ulery.
The commissioners approved Mr.
Ulery to drive a county pickup as
road foreman.

1 - Trailblazer
(Brown)

1 - Venture
(White)

2 - Rendevous (Pewter/White)

1 - Pontiac Grand Am
(White)

1 - Buick Century
(Silver)

$3,000 Below
Dealer Cost on ALL

EDGE OF OBERLIN. Nestled in the Sappa Valley - country living at its best!
Beautiful tri-level, 4 bedroom home boast 2 newly remodeled bathrooms, 2
fireplaces, new in 2002 chef’s delight kitchen with all new appliances. Well-
maintained, thishomeiscloseto town with city water, yet offersall the ameni-
ties of rural life including barn, Quonset, dog kennel, windmill, pond, under-
ground sprinklers, in-ground trampoline, playhouse all on small acreages.
Don’t passthis up!

PRICE REDUCED AGAIN! This 2 bedroom brick homewith finished family
room in lower level showcases sunny living room, and dining area adjacent to
open, all-birch kitchen. Built in 1975 on cor ner lot closeto downtown, thehome
has main-level laundry with half bath and attached, single garage.

Call ustoday about our newly listed homes!
Office — 785-475-2785
Lynn's Mobile — 785-475-8514 — Roberta’'s Mobile 785-475-7156
Marcia Lohoefener — 785-475-2521 Jerry Lohoefener 785-475-2521
Jackie Votapka — 785-475-3963 David Juenemann 785-687-4845
CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, | nc.,

Roberta Johnson, Broker — Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker

Jacqueline Votapka, SalesAssociate
109 N. Wolf, Oberlin, KS 67749

New 2003 GM
Cars & SUV’s
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Urgent news for people who have used

WELDING RODS

Scientists report that elevated manganese exposure from
welding rod fumes has been associated with Parkinsonism (like
Parkinson’s disease) and manganism. Symptoms include
shakiness, distorted facial expression, loss of equilibrium,
decreased hand agility, difficulty w: , joint pain, loss
of short term memory, slurred/slow speech, stiffness in
muscles and tremors. If you have experienced any of these
problems, call us today toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE for a free
consultation to evaluate your potential claim. we practice law
only in Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

.1..- GOLDBERG & OSBORNE

1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-324.5)
www. 1800theeagle.com




