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City preparesfor hot, dry summer

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin City Council got
ready for summer water restrictions
Thursday, loweringthetriggersfor
awater watch, warning and emer-
gency, and authorizingthemayor to
set the planin motion.

If atrigger is hit, the resolution
passed by thecouncil allowsMayor
Ken Shobe to put the city on odd/
even watering restrictions or even
ban water use outside. At the meet-
ing after themayor makesthe deci-
sion, the council would have to
ratify thedecision.

Theoldplanhad 1 milliongallons
or moreaday asthetriggersfor stage

two of the drought emergency con-
tingency plan. With city wells pro-
ducinglesswater after threeyearsof
drought, that was cut to 800,000
gallonsper day.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said he talked with Willard Perrin,
withthewater department, that day
and herecommended that thecoun-
cil lower the trigger amount to
900,000 gallonsaday.

Can the city stand to pump that
much water? asked Councilman
Stan McEvoy. With the way the
wells are producing now, yes, said
Mr. Perrin.

Hesaidif thecity pumps24 hours

Atits meeting Thursday, the
Oberlin City Council:

» Got ready for summer wa-
ter restrictions by lowering the
triggers for conservation rules
and authorizing the mayor to
setthe plan in motion. Story to
left.

Council Roundup

*VVoted to approve vacation
of the alley to make way for a
new lumberyard. Story below.

*Receivedthreebidsfortest
holes to be drilled around well
No. 9 east of town and ap-
proved the lowest bid from a
Hoxie firm. Story to come.

aday andthewater doesn’tgodown
any moreinthewells, then the city
can pump alittle over 1.3 million

galonsaday.
Eventhoughthecityislookingat
re-drilling well No. 9, said City
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By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Fourteen black-and-yellow
chicks cuddle together in a card-
board box under a heat lamp, the
newest addition to Diana Stein-
metz’ sdevelopmental kindergar-
tenclass.

Thursday, the 12 students had
the chance to watch their eggs
hatchinto chicks, and now thekids
arelearning how to carefor them.
Twenty-four pairs of little hands
take their time reaching into the
box to get achick out.

The students are all smiles as
they pull thechicksout of thebox.
One little girl cuddles with her
chick holding it cupped in her
hands and then putting it in the
crook of her neck. Others are al-
most too excited to hold thelittle
birds that are trying to flap their
wingsandgetaway. Still otherkin-
dergartners haven't yet mastered

EXPLAINING THE RITES of spring, teacher Diana
Steinmetz (above) showed Madison Macfee (center) and
Jakobi Blau how to handle baby chicks born last week in
the developmental kindergarten class at Oberlin Elemen-

Eggshatch out
crop of little peepers

how to hold the chicks and get a
little warning not to squeeze the
birdstoo much.

The eggs, provided by Cade
Wurm, wereplaced in anincuba-
tor onthefar east sideof theclass-
roomwithfour duck eggsandfour
brown Chinese goose eggs, that
haven't yet hatched. Principal
DuaneDorshorst cameupwiththe
duck eggs.

Mrs. Steinmetz said the chick
eggstake about 21 daysto hatch,
theducks24 daysandthegeese28
to 34 days.

Sofar, theclasshasonly had the
chicks. OnFriday, therewerestill
afew chickstrying to peck their
way out of their eggsin theincu-
bator.

Mrs. Steinmetz said she has
chickeneggsintheclassroomev-
ery year, but these have been a

(See CHICK Son Page 10A)

tary School. Taylor Corbett (below) proudly showed off
one of the black chicksas Evan Shobewatched. Inall, 14
baby chickenshatched out of their eggs.

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt
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Foreman Dan Castle, unlessawell
isdrilled that produces more than
No. 10, if the city pumps 1 million
gallons of water aday, it will bea
water emergency. Two of thethree
wells can't be pumped at the same
time, hesaid. Well No. 9will till be
aback upto No. 10.

Mr. Perrin said if variable-speed
pumpsareputinwells, thenthecity
may beableto get alittlemorewa
ter out of the two. In all the years
thosewellshavebeeninuse, thecity
has never been able to pump them
together.

Mr. PerrinsaidonMonday, April
5; Tuesday, April 6; and Wednes-

day, April 7 the city pumpec
500,000 gallonsaday.

If the city got to 900,000 gallons
aday, how long could they sustain
that level? asked Mr. McEvoy.
Probably awhile, saidMr. Castle, if
the water table doesn’t drop or &
pump doesn’t go down.

Councilman Jay Anderson saic
most peoplehehastalkedwithknow
thecity isprobably goingto havetc
go on water restrictions again this
year. Therestrictions have beenin
effect thelast two summers.

Maybe 900,000 gallonsis toc
high for atrigger, said Mr. Perrin.

(SeeCITY on Page10A)

Schoolscheck

roleof leaders
Areaathletic directors

al work at ot

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

The Oberlin School District
seemstoberightinlinewith others
inthe area as far as administrators
go, Athletic Director Randy Olson
told the school board last Monday.

Mr. Olsongaveareportincluding
what he does in hisjob and how
many administratorseach areadis-
trict has.

In the area there, he said, no
school district has a full-time ath-
leticdirector. Including school dis-
trictsin Atwood, Colby, Goodland,
Hoxie, Oakley, Quinter, St. Francis
and Oberlin, threedistrictshavethe
principal or assistant principal serve
astheathleticdirector. Inall theoth-
ers, the director positionisheld by
ateacher. None of the director po-
sitionsisafull-timejob.

With the recent budget cuts and
staff reduction, hesaid, thequestion
has been rai sed whether thedistrict
should cut any administrators. Mr.
Olson said he has a supplemental
contract for $9,040 to be the half-
timeathleticdirector. Heisrespon-
sible for all sports, but works with
Principal CharlesHaag on schedul-
ingfor all activities.

Hesaid hehascheckedwithother
schoals. In Atwood, there are four
administrators. Theathleticdirector
getstwohoursaday todothat work.
Atwood hoststwo invitationals.

Hoxie has four administrators

ner things

School
Roundup

At its meeting last Mon-
day, the Oberlin School
Board:

* Heard that the district
seems to be in line with oth-
ers in the area as far as ad-
ministrators go. Story at left.

» Faced with a $25,000
shortage in federal pro-
grams, agreed to cut one of
four “Title I” teachers to half
time. Story below.

» Approved a list of pro-
jects for the summer. Story
to come.

» Approved contracts for
teachers and other certified
staff. Story to come.

plus a person, who is hired to run
events they host. Theathleticdirec-
tor gets three hours a day and the
district hoststhree events.

Oakley has four administrators
plus aperson who hel pswhen they
host events. The athletic director
getstwo hoursaday.

Quinter has four administrators.
The director gets two hours a day,

(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)

Teacher cut to half time
asfedera money snrinks

Faced witha$25,000 shortagein
federal programs, the Oberlin
School Board agreed last Monday
night to cut oneof four teacherswho
work with “at risk” students under
federa Titlel programstohalf time.

Elementary Principal Duane
Dorshorst said preliminary numbers
showthat theschool districtwill lose
over $8,000for thenext school year.
Thisyear, he said, the district bor-
rowed$9,722fromTitlel1 A money
and used some carryover. All of
these funds are money the district
receives under the federal Educa-
tion Act.

When everything is said and
done, saidMr. Dorshorst, thedistrict
will be short around $25,000. He
saidthey pay four employeesout of
the federal money, and the district
getsatotal of $99,623.

The district won’t know what
carryover isavailablefor next year
until June 30, hesaid.

The bad thing about federal
money isthat therearen’t many op-
tionstolook at whenit getscut, said
Superintendent Kelly Glodt. Hesaid
there are two teachers who are

teaching the samething, sothenthe
reductioninforcepolicy comesinto
play. The board agreed to reduce
Kimberly Witt’s Title | teaching
contract at theelementary school tc
a half-time position for next year.
She does alot of one-on-one with
kids, hel ping studentswithdifferent
subjects.

Mr. Glodt said the good newsis
that the district did receive adight
increase, morethan $15,000, infed-
eral money in the delinquent fund,
but the money has to be used at
SappaValley Y outh Ranch.

Mr. Dorshorst saidthat thefedera
money isn't the only thing that is
changing. There are some changes
being madebecauseof theNo Child
Left Behind Act.

Hesaidtherewill probably bere-
visiontothestudent handbook next
year. It doesn't really say anything
different, but gives more recogni-
tiontothelaw.

Mr. Dorshorst said they have tc
notify parents of students who are
not being taught by a“highly quali-
fied” teacher. That meansif thedis-

(See TEACHERS 0N Page 10A)

Busnessgetsgo ahead to build lumber yard by vacated alley

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

With 13 people in the audience, the
Oberlin City Council voted Thursday to
approve the vacation of the alley between
Fidele Electric and Woodcrafting and the
old cafe building to make way for a new

lumber yard.

Owner Greg Fidele bought the old cafe
building south of the alley and asked the
council tovacatetheright of way at theend

of March sothat hecould put up gatesat ei-
ther end of thealley for security. Mr. Fidele
said he planned to cut the north wall out of
theoldcafebuildingsohecouldinstall lum-

ber bins.

At the meeting, the council decided to
adjourn the hearing until the first meeting
in April to get public comment. At that
meeting, amotion to vacate the aley died
on the lack of a second. Councilmen said

then they had heard little support and lots
of oppositiontothemove.

L ast Thursday night, thecouncil votedto
vacate the alley with the stipulation that if
Mr. Fidelesdllseither of thosebuildings, the
alley will revert back tothepublicat nocost
to the city. Thecity will maintain a utility
easement. The council also asked that an
appropriate gate be put on the alley on the
sidethat facesMain Street.

All of the council members voted yes
except Ray Ward.

Before making a decision, the council
asked for public comment.

Connie Grafel, director of the Oberlin-
Decatur County Economic Development
Corp., said that the board felt they needed
towritethecouncil aletter. Shesaidtheeco-
nomic group seesthisas favorablefor the
community, abusinesswhichwill addjobs.

Asagroup, said Ms. Grafel, they don’t see
any problemswith closing thealley.

WhenthegrouphelpedMr. Fideleget his
loan, she said, it never crossed anyone’ s
mindthat theall ey vacationmight beturned
down.

“1 think we need to support businesses
who want to expand,” said Ms. Grafel.

Wayne Goltl, owner of Home Planning

(SeeLEADERS 0N Page 10A)
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* Leadersprefer busnessto alley downtown

(Continued from Page 1A)
Center, said hehashad abusinesson Main
Street for 30 someyearsand he doesn’t see
why there should be any objectionsto va-
catingthealley.

“We need the business,” said Mr. Goltl,
“notthealley.”

Councilman Jay Anderson said thealley
doesn’tbelongtothecity. Thecity can'trent
itorsellit. All thecity candoisgiveitaway.
If Mr. Fidelevacatesthebusiness, sellsitor

whatever, if thealley goesback to thecity,
thenDr. Andersonsaid hedidn’t seeaprob-
lemwithit.

Mayor Shobe said hefelt thecity should
support economicgrowth. Hesaidthecoun-
cil awaystalksabout stimulatingeconomic
growth. Thecity will needtomaintain ease-
ment for utilities, hesaid.

Councilman Patrick Pomeroy saidhehas
been in favor of the vacation since Mr.
Fidele brought it up two meetings ago. He

said hehasheard somenegativecomments
aboutthealley closing, but feelsitistheleast
thecity cando.

Councilman Ward said he has had more
people say things against closing the alley
thanforit. Hesaid thecity hashad problems
getting public comment. This issue has
brought more public comment than any-
thing el se. He said hethought if the council
was going to ask for public comment, they
need to listen, even though heisfor eco-

nomic devel opment.

Dr. Anderson said he didn’t realize how
bigof adeal theclosingwas. Heapol ogized
toMr. Fidele, sayinghedidn’t meantoem-
barrassMr. Fidel ebecauseheisnotamem-
ber of the Chamber of Commerce or the
Oberlin BusinessAlliance.

Mayor Shobe said the council needed to
make adecision.

Mr. Pomeroy madeamotiontoacceptthe
requesttoclosethealley. Heputinthestipu-

lationthat if theoneof thebuildingsisever
sold, thedley will reverttothecity atnocost
to the city. The city will maintain an ease-
ment. Helater amended it to say that an ap-
propriate gate needsto be put on the side of
thealley that facesMain Street.

Mr. Fidelesaid hedidn’t have any prob-
lemwiththat.

Councilmen Pomeroy, Joe Stanley,
McEvoy and Anderson voted for thevaca:

* School
checks
others

gCOnti nued from Page 1A)
and they host four events.

St. Francis hasthree administra-
tors. The high school principa is
also the administrative athletic di-
rector andthereisapart-timedirec-
tor. There are directors hired for
each sport, so they havefive assis-
tantswho areteachers. Thoseassis-
tants take care of scheduling their
sport. The director gets an hour a
day. Thepart-timedirector getstwo
hoursaday. They host two events.

Amongthelarger districts, Colby
hasfiveadministratorsand the ath-
letic director is also the assistant
principal at the high school. They
host seveninvitational tournaments.

Goodland hassix administrators,
withtheassi stant principal doingthe
athleticdirector’ sjob, andthey host
eight.

Mr. Olson said Oberlin hasthree
full-time administrators, plus him
and teacher Jim Andersen, who
schedulesall theworkersfor events.
Mr. Olsonsaid hegetsthreehoursa
day to do the activities work and
teaches three classes. The district
hostsnine events.

Other administrators are grade
school Principal Duane Dorshorst,
high school Principal CharlesHaag
and Superintendent Kelly Glodt.

He said other directors advised
himthat heshould not movehisath-
leticdirector work tohisclassroom.
If he does, they said, he might end
up stealing classtimetodothework.

Mr. Olson said he attendsal ot of
night and weekend events.

He takes care of all the schedul-
ing, formsfor thestateactivitiesas-
sociation, transfersinand out of dis-
trict, contractingofficials, travel ar-
rangements, meal s, number of kids
thedistrictissendingtoaneventand
the athletic budget. Just this year,
said Mr. Olson, hehashandled 181
contractsfor officialsand attended
105 events.

When Principal CharlesHaag is
out of the district and something
happens at the high school, Mr.
Olsonsaid, hehandlesit. Whenthey
are both gone, Mr. Andersen does.

Theathletic department hasspent
around $76,000 on equipment, of-
ficials, travel expenses, lodging,
meal sand administration of events
this year, he said, but brought in
around $89,000 from ticket sales,
activity tickets and entry fees to
tournaments. Mr. Olson said they
have bids out to replace some uni-
forms.

Mr. Andersen makes around
$2,000for hisrole. Mr. Olsonispaid
ateacher’s salary and then has the
supplemental contract for thedirec-
tor position.

Mr. Haag said the high school
hostsalot of events. Theathl eticde-
partment makes money on those.

Board President Chris Bailey
askedwhat Mr. Olson’ sresponsibil-
ity forthecoachesis. Mr. Olsonsaid
he does an evaluation on each one
at theend of theyear. They discuss
how to make things better and he
also deal swith the staffing i ssues.

Findingabargain at themuseum
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CHECKINGOUT ABOOK, Dorothy Vacuraof Jennings  Sharleen Wurm said saleswere up thisyear, thanksto all
wasoneof theshoppersthisweekend at the Decatur County  the peoplewho donated items and those who cameto buy
Museum’ s third annual rummage sale. Museum Director them.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt.

* City getstougher on wateringredrictions

(Continued from Page 1A)
Maybe it should be only 800,000
galons.

Thecouncil approved new water
triggers. For awater watch, people
will beaskedto conservewater, the
trigger will be600,000gallonsaday
instead of 1.2milliongallons. For a
water warning, the city will go to
even/oddwatering, thelevel will be
800,000 gallonsper day, compared
to 1.3 million last year. And for a
water emergency, nooutsidewater
use, thetriggeris1 milliongallons,
downfrom 1.5milliongallons.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
the no outside water use is strictly
residential orif it will affect the car
wash. Mayor Shobe said last year
the council anticipated leaving the
car wash open.

Mr. Stanley said this year he
thinks the city needsto be tougher
on enforcement. Until someone
paysthe$100fine, hesaid, thecity
will gettothelmilliongallonsaday
and then there won't be any water

use.
meeting set

If youwant tosound off onhealth
care in Decatur County, a public
meeting will be held from 10:30
a.m. to noon on Tuesday, May 18,
in the courtroom at the Decatur
County Courthouse.

The meeting, organized by the
county commissioners, will include

representatives from the hospital
and Good Samaritan Center.

* Teachersget graded

~ (Continued from Page 1A)
trict hasto hire along-term substi-

tute, he said, they will try to get
someonewho meetsthat standard.
Another change is that parents
will have the right to ask about
teacher qualifications. That can
cover fivethings,includingwhether
the teacher is certified by the state
to teach the grades and subjects he
or sheisteaching, if the teacher is

teaching under an emergency or
other provisional certificate, the
teacher’s college major, if the
teacher has any advanced degrees
andif so,inwhat subject, andif aides
provide services to a child, what
their qualificationsare.

Theparent hasto comeinandfill
out aform for the request, he said.
The school then has 30 daysto get
theinformation back to them.
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Where should someone call with
aviolation, asked Councilman Ray
Ward? Mr. Shike said during the
day, the city office, but at night
people should call dispatch.

Hesaiditwouldbegoodfor those
whohaveprivatewellstolet people

know that. Mayor Shobe said even
those with private wells should
know the water comes out of the
same place and he urged everyone
to conserve.

Some ways to conserve include
notwateringthelawnwhenthewind

is blowing, checking sprinklersto
make sure they aren’t watering the
street, checkingfor leaky hoses, us-
ing common sense, washing full
loadsof clothes, fixingleaky faucets
and running toilets and taking
shorter showers.

Samway Floor Covering
4x 10
FULL COLOR
OH/ADV
AD SENT TO GDN

tion. Mr. Ward voted against it.

* Chicks
brighten
dassoom

(Continued from Page 1A)
little more successful than usual.
She said she bought a new incuba-
tor, which may have made adiffer-
ence.

From the beginning of the pro-
cess, she said, the students have
been learning about the different
birds. Mrs. Steinmetz said on the
seventh day, thekids* candled” the
eggs, holding them under a bright
lightinadark room. Shesaidif the
egg is clear, then they know that it
isn't fertile. If thereisadark spot,
they know that achick isgrowing.

Againonthefourteenthday, they
did the same test, she said. By that
time, themassisalittlebigger.

Throughouttheprocess, saidMrs.
Steinmetz, the class reads books
about devel opment and about taking
careof chicksafter they hatch. The
studentslearnedthat thechick feeds
off the yolk in the egg and grows
inside.

A few days before the eggs are
supposed to hatch, she said, they
pull the plugs out of the top of the
incubator, whichincreasestheoxy-
genthebirdsget.

Mrs. Steinmetz said they alsc
have to keep the right amount of
moistureintheincubator.

After the chicks hatch, she said,
sheleavesthemintheincubator for
three to four hours and lets them
fluff up. If thechicksareweaker, she
said, shewill leavethemtherealittle
longer. 1tis100degreesintheincu-
bator and only 92 under thelamp.

Mrs. Steinmetz said if the class
getseggsthat don’t hatch, they will
crack themto seehow far along the
birdsgot.

Shesaidthekidsjust get akick out
of the project.



