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‘Hdp’ fromWashington

mayendamal

It's fashionable for politicians to say they
careabout rural America. It’ sfashionablefor
politiciansto say they are going to do some-
thing for rural America.

But in truth, hardly anyone in Washington
or Topekaknowswhat goesonout here. There
are not very many of us any more, and they
have never been here.

Washington gives anod to rural America
now and then, mostly when the Farm Bill is
up. But the Department of Agricultureismore
about welfare and citiesthese daysthanitis
about farming.

In Washington, they passlawsall thetime,
one-size-fits-all lawsthat might work in cit-
ies(thoughit’ sdoubtful) andjust messthings
up in rural areas. Now we have the Helping
America Vote Act, passed after the ballot-
counting fiascoin Floridafour yearsago.

Thevotingact strikesout at somereal prob-
lems, but it grew to include comprehensive
federal standards which just won't fit rural
America. It will centralize voting and may
well mean the end of democracy in small
townsall over the country.

Naw, they wouldn’t do that.

Sure.

Helping AmericaV otemay havestarted out
asagoodidea, but that wasbeforeall the spe-
cia interests and pressure groups got a hold
of it. Aspassed, it requiresall voting placesto
be in buildings which meet standards of the
AmericansWith DisabilitiesAct. All polling
placesmust havefancy new touch-screenvot-
ing devicesto help handicapped peoplevote.

Neither requirement hasmuchtodowiththe
problem thelaw started out to solve, but now
that there are federal standards, they haveto
bepolitically correct.

But thereareno ADA-compliant buildings
in most small towns. The economy isso bad,

no onehasbuilt any new buildings. Andrural
counties can't afford more than one of those
touch-screen computers, which may cost
$10,000eachandhaven’treally beeninvented
yet anyway.

Thegovernment may put up somemoney to
buy them and the state may put up some
money, though it hasnone. And the counties
may just get stuck withthebill. Noonehasany
money to make 80-year-old buildings acces-
sible.

Theresult: Therewill never be another lo-
cal electionin most smaller townsacrossru-
ral Kansas. All pollswill beinthecounty seat.
If you can't drivein, you'll have to vote an
advanceballot by mail.

So a citizen of Jennings or Almena or
Norcatur, to votein acity election, will have
todrive 20 milesor moreto another city. It's
already happened in Sherman County, where
citizens of Kanorado haveto drive to Good-
land to voteintheir own elections.

How long will city government survivein
small townsafter this?

Thescary thingis, stateand county officials
haverolled over andjust accepted thisdictate
from Washington. Not one county so far has
said, “ Takeyour fancy machinesandyour fed-
eral money and just stick 'em.”

No state has stood up and said, “ Our small
towns are important, too, and we don’t want
toseethemdie.”

Nooneplannedto put anend to small-town
elections. Butin Topekaand Washington, no
one knows where these towns are, though
some of them may have been raised in one.
Worse yet, no one cares much what happens
tothem.

It’s just collateral damage from another
good ideagonewrong.

—SeveHaynes

Windsremind usof ‘Dirty 30s

We had one of THOSE week-
ends.

| neededtobeat a4:30 p.m. mest-
ing in Overland Park, near Kansas
City, on Saturday. Weleft our house
at6:30am.,drovetoanoldfriend’s
house just south of the city and had
anicevisit with her. Infact, wegot
ready at her houseand madeittothe
meeting right ontime.
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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Afterwards, weheaded back west

and stopped for the night at my
brother, Jim’s place just west of
Lawrenceand, of course, stayed up
way too latetalking. Up and out the
door early, wemadeit to Salinajust
in time for church with an old
preacher friend of Jim’s.

Noon saw usback ontheroad and
pushingtoget homebeforethelittle
singing group we' re part of had re-
hearsal at 4 p.m. Wekindadidinon
two wheels, changed clothes, gave
the cat his shot and were only 15
minuteslateto practice.

Wewouldn’twanttomissathing,
and usually, wedon’t.

—ob—

Progress Report on Mother
Robin: | have come to the conclu-
sion that she must be afirst-time
mother. Originally, shetriedtobuild
her nest on atwo-inch-wide plat-
form and only succeeded when Jim
gave her something more substan-
tial to build on. Then, one day we
came hometo discover alittle blue

egghad evidently beenlaid over the
edge of the nest, only to fall “ker-
splaat” onthe concrete step below.

There are two surviving eggs,
though. | justtook amirror and held
it over the nest to check. Whether
she knows enough to set on them
remainstobeseen. Sofar, shehasn't
earned alot of pointsinthe“mater-
nal instinct” department.

—ob—

This has been atough week on
Jim. Last Monday, he had hisre-
maining eight teeth pulled. Having
learned from past experience, he
knew he wouldn’t be worth much
for a day or two, so he kind of
campedoutinhisrecliner therest of
Monday and all day Tuesday.
Wednesday, he felt like going to
work and madeit throughtherest of
the week. But, as sometimes hap-
pens, bonechipsappear tobework-
ingtheir way upwardsand heisina
lot of pain. He' sat the dentist’ s of -
ficerightnowtoseeiftheyredly are

bone chips that will come out on
their own, or remnantsof atooththat
will need attention.

—ob—

Wedrove home Sunday in those
terriblehighwinds. And | canswear
that they swept the entire length of
the state. Saturday night, they
startedin Overland Park, andall day
Sunday it wasastruggletokeepthe
vehicleontheroad. Thefarther west
wecame, thehaziertheairwas. The
dust wasthick, completely blotting
out thelandscape.

Shadesof the Dirty Thirties!

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Thou art the God that doest
wonders: thou hast declared
thy strength among the
people. Psalm 77: 14
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Snowshovver wasdill wa comed

Theyreally should call springthe
silly season

| know that term is usually re-
served for the legislative session,
but Mother Nature gets downright
giddy during the spring.

Easter was sunny and cool, but
flowers were popping out all over
theplace.

Infront of my house, thedaffodils
| planted along awall were al in
bloom and the tulips were budded.
Theforsythiawasfitfully blooming
and the crocuses were past their
prime.

Itwasreally abeautiful day. Steve
mowedtheyard andweenjoyedthe
cool sunshine.

Then we had to go to work. We
awayswork on Sundays. Usually,
we go in late and work until mid-
night or so.

At 12:10 am. Monday morning,
| stepped out into the darkness and
spottedthefirst few tentativesnow-
flakes.

With the drought we have been
having, all moistureiswelcomeand
| remembered the snowstorm we
had six or eight yearsagowhenthey
amost had to cancel prom because
therewas such abad storm aday or
two beforethe big event.

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com
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However, | was praying for a
snowstormthat would melt quickly
— likeright away, so | wouldn't
have to deal with bad roads on the
way towork the next day.

The next morning, | awoke to
about sixinchesof snow ontheback
deck.

Theornamental pear tree, which
had beeninfull bloom, hung heavy
withsnow onitsbranchesandflow-
ers. The tulips, which had been
ready toopen, wereclampedtightly
shut.

| was more than an hour late get-
tingtowork. Theroadswereicy, and
| decided to give the plows alittle
timeto dotheir work.

The day warmed up, like it was
supposed to do, and Tuesday was
beautiful. By Wednesday, tempera
tureswereback upinthe 70sand 80s

andthesnowwasa most gone. Even
thetulips had consented to open up
and show off their beauty.

Wednesday night, we got home
fromwork early and cooked outside
onthegrill. Thenwewashed off the
picnic table and ate outside under
our gloriously blossom-filled pear
tree.

| had really worried that the colo
snap would cause al those beauti-
ful blossomstofall off.

Sittingthereastheperfumeof the
treedrifted by andthecatstook turns
slipping in and out of the house, |
know | loved spring and | loved
Kansas.

However, | was wondering if
someonedidn’t needto giveMother
Nature a Prozac. She seemsalittle
confused. Oh well, maybe she’s
blonde, too.

Dom&stlcabusegetsattentlon

The complaint wasno doubt sin-
cere.

Thevictimof adomesticviolence
casedid not likethe fact that it had
beenwrittenupinastory.

“Family things don’t belong in
thepaper,” shesaid, or wordstothat
effect.

Themaninthiscasewasbooked
onaféelony, however, andthat pretty
much alwaysgetsinto the paper.

Timewaswhena“domestic” case
might not have gotten much atten-
tion. Policewerereluctant to haul a
man in when they knew the victim
might forgive him the next day and
decidenottopresscharges. Inthose
days, thesystemmight havelet this
casedlide.

No more.

Today, society realizestheprob-
lemof domesticviolencejustwon'’t
go away. Groups demand tougher
penalties and tougher law enforce-
ment. Most police agencies will
makean arrest when called to ado-
mestic dispute, even if the victim
asksthem not to.

Some, in fact, routinely arrest
bothwarring parties.

Butisn'titjust family stuff?

Well, yes. Assault, battery,

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)

By SteveHaynes

abuse, even murder, but al in the
family.

Andthevictimoftenregretscall-
ing police, wants to smooth things
over and forget about it.

Until thenext time.

Butlikedrunkendriving, domes-
tic abuse now has society’ s atten-
tion.

Weknow it won't go away. The
system is focused to do something
aboutit.

So are newspapers. Whatever
happenedinthepast, weknow now
that it’swrong to ignore domestic
violence.

If acall is made, the paper will
record it in the police items. If an
arrestismade, someonejailed for a
felony, therewill beastory.

Likesociety asawhole, weknow
that something hasto be done. We

know we have apart.

We also know that we will get
complaints. That's too bad. We
don'’t like upsetting anyone.

But we' |l tell peoplewhat we al-
waystell thosewho complainabout
showing up in apoliceitem: The
way to keep your name out of that
part of the paper is to stay out of
trouble.

And that really shouldn’t be too
hard for any one of us.

Thosewho can’t will wind upin
print. Tobefairtoeveryone, wewill
haveto run all casesand treat them
thesame, andwepromisetodothat.

When “family business’ turnsto
family abuseandthecopsarecalled,
thenit becomes society’ sbusiness.

If we can save just one victim
frombeinghit, or worse, thenit will
beworth whatever pricewe pay.

Dowestand intheway of progress?
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| hear alot of whining about
empty buildingsonour Main Street
by Oberlin people and by council
members.

Butwhenthereisachancetohelp
small businesses, most are content
toridethefenceor sitontheir hands,
looking down their noses at those
who dothework, andwouldliketo
stay inbusinesshere.

Vacating the alley on Penn Av-
enueshould bea“samdunk”. The

alley isnow and hasalwaysbeen a
hazard to pedestrians. It serves no
useful purpose other than being a
shortcut.

If the council wants more empty
buildings, they should continue
talking, doing nothing, whiningand
wringingtheir handsat theproblem.

We don’t need excuses or road-
blocks.

When it comes to progress, to
making a difference, “ Those who
say it can’ t bedoneshoul d not stanc
intheway of thosewhoaredoingit.”

Eldon Helberg
Traer Tradersinc., Oberlin

ResdentstorecavefreeJdesusvideo
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

During the next few days, each
residenceof Decatur County should
receiveafree, complimentary copy
of a video movie, “The Jesus
Video.” The movieisan accurate
portrayal of thehighlightsof thelife
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
compressed into just 83 minutes.

Over thepast 20 years, thisvideo
has been shown to millions of
people in hundreds of countries
throughout the world. The movie
has been translated into over 700
languages, and shown morethan 5
billiontimes.

Our county-wide project stems
from men’s Christian Promise

K eepersgroupsworkingtogetherto
spearhead thisdistribution, withthe
support of several area churches.
Wewant everyonein our county to
havethe privilege of learning more
about Jesusand hopefully becoming
aChrigtiandisciple.

Earlier this month, the movie,
“The Passion of the Christ,” was
showing for aweek ending with
Good Friday and Easter Sunday,
and we want to extend the Gospel
message via your own personal

copy of thismovie.

Theplanistopackageandddliver
all copies, beginning on Thursday,
April 22, one per household.

If youdonot receiveyour copy by
about May 1, you may pick one up
at Warren Bainter’ saccounting of-
fice,122E. Commercia,inOberlin.

Itisour goal tohonor Godandthe
Lord Jesus Christ for now and for
eternity.

Merlin Andersonr
Dresden



