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Rain bringsgreen grass, optimism

It seemed like it rained and rained and
rained last week, leaving the area greener
than it hasbeenin quiteawhile.

That’ sgood newsfor farmerswithwheat
inthefield or cornabouttogoin.

The skies opened up at the beginning of
the week, and just about every day aslow
steady rain fell. In all, Oberlin measured
1.33inches.

The storm brought rainfall to date for

Tourist groups
look over seas
for newvigtors

Oberlinto4.37inches, comparedtonormal
at thistime of 4.85, said Peggy Alander of
the National Weather Service.

Brian Olson, area agronomist with K-
State Research and Extension, said most of
thewheat isjointing now. Spring-emerged
wheat, basically the crop that didn’t come
up over the winter because of the drought,
may have low yield potential, he said, but
thefieldsthat established inthefall havea

chancefor adecent yield.

Whenever there is alittle rain, people
seem to get optimistic, said Mr. Olson.
Someareashad just received aninchof pre-
cipitation beforeit started to rain, so those
farmers are sitting on some decent subsoil
moisture.

Mr. Olson said the recent rains not only
help the planted wheat, a but farmers are
getting out thisweek to plant cornand it will

help that crop, too.

Mr. Ol son said somefarmersgot out be-
foretherain started.

Therecentrainwill givealittlebuffer for
the crop, since farmerswill be putting the
seed into some subsoil moisture. Theoreti-
cally, the crops could still do well without
subsoil moisture, saidMr. Olson, if thearea
getstimely rains.

Theareahasn' t beengettingtimely rains,

though, and the sub soil moisturewill give
theplantsalittle somethingtofall back on.

Thecropsaren’ ttheonly thing helped by
therain. Mr. Olsonsaiditlookslikepastures
arestartingtogreenup alittle.

Lastfall wasn'tvery kindtothepastures,
he said, so people may want to leave cattle
off of them for alittle longer this year or
decrease the grazing pressure. In the long
run, hesaid, that will help the grass.

Scott Allegrucci with Kansas
Travel and TourismandLisaWeigt
talked about breaking into interna-
tional tourismwitheconomicdevel-
opment peoplefromnorthwest Kan-
sas during the Tri-State Initiative
conference at The Gateway last
Thursday.

They said state tourism officials
havebeen successful ingettingtrips
inKansasprintedintheBritishand
German travel magazines.

Mr. Allegrucci saidK ansasnever
will be a mass market destination,
but the state can offer an authentic
experience off the beaten track.
There are people who are looking
for amore* authentic” travel expe-
rience, hesaid.

EveryoneintheMidwest can say
they have agood quality of lifeand
are off the beaten track, he said.
Kansas can say that too. What can
makeK ansascompetitiveishowwe
decideto capitaizeit.

Ms. Weigt said they are looking
for awell-traveled demographicon
a global basis. The traveler they
wantissomeonewhohasbeentothe
United States five or six times al-
ready and travelsindependently.

She said with those things in
mind, Kansasis targeting the Brit-
ish and German markets. The typi-

cal Germantraveler isadventurous
and wantssomething off thebeaten
path. So does the British traveler,
shesaid.

Many want the A merican cowboy
experience.

Ms. Weigt said with the beef in-
dustry, Kansascan giveatrue cow-
boy experience while travelers get
the romantic side of cowboy life
from Hollywood. People also are
interestedinthelifeof theearly pio-
neers.

There is also the nature market,
said Ms. Weigt, especially with
Germans. They enjoy hiking and
biking.

Shesaid shewantsto helpthere-
gion create these opportunities for
travelers, packageittogether andget
it published in the tourism guides
that agents useto book trips.

Although communities might
have the opportunity for outdoor
recreation, she said, they don't of-
fer aguide, rental bikes or rental
canoes. She said shewantsto work
directly with the communities to
create ahands-on experience.

If Kansasisgoing to go with na-
tureor heritage-based experiences,
said Mr. Allegrucci, then someone
needsto arrange accessto land. He

(See TOURISM on Page 10A)

Tri-Statelnitiative
drawsparticipants
fromthreegates

Around 60 people from Kansas,
Colorado and Nebraska took the
opportunity to learn about tourism
and economic development at the
annual Tri-State-Initiative confer-
encelast Thursday at The Gateway.

Oberlin-Decatur County Area
Economic Development Director
Connie Grafel said shewas alittle
disappointed in the number of
people coming from Colorado and
Nebraska. Shesaid peoplefromthe
Northwest Kansas Travel Council
turned outinforce, whichwasnice.
Thecouncil knowshow towork to-
gether asaregion, she said, which
isthe purpose of theinitiative.

Ms. Grafel said she was happy
withthenumber of areapeoplewho
attended the banquet that evening,
even though the keynote speaker,
Lt. Gov.JohnMoore, wasn'tableto
makeit because of wesather.

ShesaidsheowesSen. StanClark
a big thanks for stepping in. Sen.
Clark had Lt. Gov. Moore’ sspeech,
sohewasabletousethat asaguide.

That followed aday of presenta-
tions on tourism and economic de-
velopment topics.

Ms. Grafel said those who at-
tended had good thingsto say about
the presentations. The 4 p.m. ses-
sion, by representatives from the
Golight Company out of
Culbertson, Neb., drew around 30
people. The company was started

when afarmer had an ideafor the
marinelights. Thosewho left early
missed out, said Ms. Grafel.

Thereis quite aturnover in the
region in economic devel opment
positions, shesaid. Peoplemoveon
or find another job that doesn’t in-
volveeconomicdevelopment. Any-
one who works in the job has to
make a commitment to travel and
take part inthings.

Ms. Grafel said we need to work
asaregionfor thingsto happen, not
just asastate.

InDecatur County, shesaid, they
work on tourism year round. She
said they have tried to get farmers
here interested in agritourism, but
they haven’tfound any participants
yét.
Before the speakers for interna-
tional tourism got to Oberlin, she
said, they touredthearea. Ms. Grafel
said she thinks they saw alot of
thingsintheregionthat they didn’t
know were here. Hopefully, she
said, that will helpget Topekato pay
more attention to this part of the
state.

Ms. Grafel said the Tri-State Ini-
tiative, whichhas40 members, will
haveameeting in July in Colorado
and then one in October in Ne-
braska, then head back to Kansas.

The annual conference, once a
stapleat The Gateway, will beheld
next year in Colorado.
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ONHER FARM NEAR TRAER, GiselaHumesFisher

young Gisel

(above) walked with the cows in front of her house. A Katherine.

\Woman shares
history In book

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Standing at the gate, Gisela
Fisher cups her hands to her
mouth, liftsher head and calls.

The high-pitched sound
promptsthecows, calvesandbull
inthefront yardtocall back. The
cowsand calvesstart walkingto
her.

Mrs. Fisher walksin between
theanimals, talking tothem. She
said her first husband, Donald
Humes, used to call the cattle
fromthegate, and shelearnedto
doit from him.

Mrs. Fisher movedtothefarm,
2 1/2 miles southwest of Traer,
when shewas 17 after marrying
Mr.Humes,anAmericansoldier,
in her native Germany. Mr.
Humes brought his young bride
and their daughter, Evelyn
Katherine Humes, to live on the
farmin 1962.

Since then, the farm has been
Mrs. Fisher’ shome.

This is where she wrote the
story of her life, “It IsWell...”
Mrs. Fisher said she started to
writethebook four yearsago. She
had aweek off from her job and
someone had asked her what she
was going to do with the time.
Mrs. Fisher said she had been
meaningtowritethestory for her
family.

Fortwoorthreeyears, shesaid,
shewroteonand off, andthenthis
last year started to get serious.

L ast January, saidMrs. Fisher,

she decided shewanted to get the
book published. She said she
checked around. The man who
had |oaned her alaptop computer
to start writing had a brother-in-
law who published books.

She contacted Rex Rogers of
Kansas City in January 2003, and
thewhol ething got set in motion.
Through the publishing process,
shesaid, thebook wasedited five
times. Most of it, ssid Mrs. Fisher,
wasto make thingsmore chrono-
logical.

“He did agood job,” she said,
“because everyonelovesit.”

Mr. Rogers also helped with
picture selection. Photos in the
book include shotsof Mrs. Fisher
whenshewasagirl totoday onthe
farm.

Earlier this month, on April 7,
Mrs. Fisher finally got a copy of
the finished book. It was one day
before her 60th birthday party.

Thebook, at 105 pages, covers
Mrs. Fisher’ slifefromgrowingup
inGermany toher lifeonthefarm
and how God hasbecomeapart of
her life.

Mrs. Fisher saysintheforward
that, “My prayer isthat thisstory
gives you courage. It is not just
about adventureand difficulty, but
most of all what God hasdoneand
continuestodoinmy life.”

ShesaidGodcalled her, but that
itwasn’t until shehad difficulties
inher life that God got throughto

a(below) held her first-borndaughter, Evelyn
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Brandt

Mrs. Fisher saidthat shedecided  hopingtoencouragepeoplethat,
her. to publish the book because sheis

(SeeBOOK on Page 10A)

Oberlin hospital fithesscenter ready to open on Monday

People of al ages can lift some weights
and get someaerobicactivity withtheopen-
ing of afitnesscenter at the Decatur County
Hospital.

Thecenterwill openonMonday saidDeb
Klima, registeredrespiratory therapist at the
hospital and aleader of thegroupswhichis
setting up the center.

Mrs. Klimaservesonacommitteefor the
center with Cheryl Timm, regi stered physi-
cal therapist; Teresa Shaughnessy, activi-
ties director at Cedar Living Center; and
Jonathan Fick , manager of Cottonwood

HomeHealth Care.

She said thismonth, hospital staff mem-
bershavebeenusingthecenter sothey could
work out any kinksbeforeopeningittothe
public.

At onetime, they had planned to put the
center in downtown in the former
Duckwall’ sbuilding, whichthelast owners
donated to the hospital. Mrs. Klima said
they decided they could managethe center
better if it wasat the hospital. At the hospi-
tal, they can use the equipment for phase 3
cardiac rehabilitation and other needs.

Thefitnesscenterisopentoeveryone, she
said. Just sign up at thefront office, fill out
theformsand pay thefee.

The center uses two rooms. One is for
aerobic equipment, including atreadmill,
recumbent bike and stair stepper. The sec-
ond is for resistance training, which uses
weight equipment.

Mrs. Klimasaidthecardiovascular work-
out peoplewill get at thecenter will begood
for their overall well-being. Shesaid using
theequipment can bepart of aweight-man-
agement program, and building muscles

doingweight-bearing exercisecanhelppre-
vent osteoporosis.

Mrs. Klima said the gym will be open
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday to Friday, 8
am.to2p.m.onSaturday andnoonto4p.m.
on Sunday.

A pass for the center costs $20 per per-
sonforamonth. A family passcosts$20for
thefirst person, $15 for the second and $5
for each one after that. The senior citizen
rateis$15 per month. A daily passis$3.

Thoseusing the center needto beat | east
injunior high, shesaid.

Mrs. Klimasaidthecommitteewill offer
training classestolearntousetheequipment
onMonday, May 3; Wednesday, May 5; and
Saturday, May 8.

Thefitness center won't be managed all
day, shesaid, but someonewill stopby from
time to time. Questions should go to the
front office.

Mrs. Klima said they are asking people
whowant tousethefitnesscenter to parkin
themainparkinglot north of thehospital anc
thengointhewest door, whichisthe Cedar
Living Center door.
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(Continued from Page 1A)
said heisn’t talking about buying
land, but having the access. Most
historical places or nature experi-
encesareon privateland.

Tourism based on bird hunting
and other outdoor sports needs to
continue, hesaid. That land canalso
be used for naturetourism.

If thestatebringsinnaturelovers,
things are just switched, said Mr.
Allegrucci. The hunting things are
taken off thewallsinthelodgesand
morepicturesof liveanimalsgoup.
The animals are still watched, but
for adifferent reason.

People will pay for that kind of
naturetourism, said Ms. Weigt, be-
causeitisexclusive.

Mr. Allegrucci saidif thehunting
tourism areas can just transform
their spacefor thesummer andguide
and outfitfor natureinstead of hunt-
ing, it would work.

“Theresourceisthere,” he said.
“|t can do doubleduty.”

Inthelast 12 to 15 years, Mrs.
Weigt said, Kansas has dabbled in
international travel. It has been a
good effort, but there hasn't been
much focus. Inthelast threetofour
years, Kansasteamed up with New
Mexico and Oklahoma to offer
packaged deal sandfocusonBritish
and German markets.

Thegoal isto get into brochures
printed in that market, Ms. Weigt
said, and Kansasisin them.

The ultimate success is the eco-
nomicimpact, said Mr. Allegrucci.
On average, a German traveler
spends around $91 a day. They
travel in parties of two to three
people, spending anaverageof $202
aday.

Travelers, he said, don’t ask for
Kansas; they ask for cowboy life,
Native Americans or the Santa Fe
Trail. Thetravelers, saidMs. Weigt,
don’t care what state they arein or
what county. They care about the
experiencethey get.

Mr. Allegrucci said theideaof a
lodgedoing everything for atourist
canwork, but it can also spread the
owner out. The lodge can do one
thing, someone in town can rent
bikes, while another person can do
horseback riding.

The states pays for entriesin
travel catalogs, said Ms. Weigt. It
can cost anywhere from $4,000 to
$6,000, whichissplit betweenKan-
sas, New Mexico and Oklahoma.

Ms. Wel gt said somethingtokeep
inmindisthatthetarget travelersget
alot of timeoff inayear. They nor-
mally take onelong haul ayear for
around three weeks.

Inthefirstyear, thetravel catalogs
had the K ansas packagesincluded,
she said, and 3,500 were sold.

Ms. Weigt said she would work
with communitieswithideas, pack-
aging and prices.

Fashion show,
‘Settin’ Pretty’
tobeSaturday

Decatur County Stand Against
Violence has 19 tableslined up for
theNorthwest KansasFamily Shel-
ter fund raiser at 3:30 p.m. Sunday.

Areagroups are taking part in a
table setting contest. Themes in-
cludebest children’ stable, best use
of athemeand most creative. Tables
can be set for two or four people.

Theevent, called” Settin’ Pretty,”
will be held in the upstairs meeting
room at The Gateway.

TheDresser,awoman’ sclothing
storein Oberlin, will be holding its
spring fashion show and hors
d’ oeuvreswill be served.

Admissionwill be $10.
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AT HER 60TH birthday party, Gisela Humes F
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isher spent Jo?mson, Karen Wolf aﬁd John Wolf (middlerow), Chrio—

time with her family, including Kenneth, Daniel, Mikeand pher Humes, Gisela, Cassandra Humes, Dennis Brown,
Andrew Johnson (back row), Michael Humes, Evelyn Abigail Wolf and Benjamin Wolf (front row).

* Book 9gningplanned for Traer woman

(Continued from Page 1A)
nomatter what happensintheirlife,
they canmakegoodout of it. People
cangrow fromtoughtimes, shesaid,
“Thereismoreto life than just en-
duringit.”

Mrs. Fisher said shelearned that
through her own life. She grew up
inGermany andwasthedaughter of
Johannes Karl Merkel and Edith
Marie Luise Bremer.

Her father was drafted into the
German army, and toward the end
of WorldWar |1, hewastaken pris-
oner.

While shewas growing up, Mrs.
Fisher’ sparentsweredivorced. She
livedmostly with her father, but was
senttolivewith her mother andthen
back to her father again.

In her teens, she met Mr. Humes
and the couple moved back to the
United Statesafter havingtheir first
child, Evelyn Katherine. They had
twomorechildren, KarenElisabeth
and Michael Kenneth.

Over the years Mrs. Fisher
learnedtorunthefarm, gotintouch
with her mother, built her relation-

ship with her father until hisdeath,
and made afriend, Dennis Brown,
who became like a member of the
family.

Her first husband died in 1988,
and in 1990, Mrs. Fisher married
Cleo Fisher. Three yearslater, she
buried her second husband.

Today, Mrs. Fisher works for
Cottonwood Home Health Care,
helping people with everyday ac-
tivities that they can’t do them-
selves.

She also has a prison ministry
which started at theNorton Correc-
tional Facility andnow iscarried out
at the Nebraska prison work camp
in McCook.

Mrs. Fisher said the story in her
book isvery personal, but it iseasy
for her to share her story with oth-
ers. Her early history, growingupin
Germany, is so different than what
her kidsknow.

Somewho havereadthebook say
they can relate to a certain part or
theme, she said. Mrs. Fisher said
othershaven'tsaidalot. Still others
saidthat itisvery personal andthey

Council decides
tocontinuelooking
for new city truck

The Oberlin City Council re-
ceived abid for anew truck for the
city crew, butitwas$5,000 over the
budget and the council decided to
keep looking.

Thetruck foundby Jr’ sUsedCars
wasa 2002 Chevrolet Silveradofor
$20,000.

The city had budgeted $15,000
for aused pickup.

City Foreman Dan Castle said at
the meeting April 5 that there is
some warranty |eft on the vehicle.
He said the average age of the city
vehiclesis 1981 with the exception
of three.

The city isgoing to have to start
getting rid of some of the older ve-
hicles, hesaid. If thecity canget 15
to20yearsout of thenew truck, then
it would only cost around $1,000 a
year.

Councilman Stan McEvoy said
thetruck wastoo new, tooelaborate,
andinhisopinion, toomuchmoney.

Councilman Jay Anderson said
thecity shouldbuy what it needs, not
what it can get easily. City Admin-
istrator Gary Shike said hethought
they would be able to find some-
thing alittle older, but haven’t had
any luck.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if
therewasanythingavailablewithan
extended cab.

Mr. Castle said it would be tight
to get something with an extended
cab parked inthe shop.

Mr. Stanley said hewouldliketo

stay closer to what was budgeted.
Thecouncil agreedtokeeplooking.

Mr. Castle said he has a young
manwhowantstoreturntowork for
thecity for thesummer for thethird
year inarow.

He asked if he could pay him
$6.50 an hour. The council ap-
proved.

New summer employees will
make $5.15 an hour, with those re-
turning getting a$.25raise.

In other business, the council:

* Heard Police Chief WadeL ock-
hart’ smonthly report. He said they
had two criminal reports, nineinci-
dents, two accidents, six tickets,
seven funeral escorts, one ambu-
lancecall, nofirecallsand 47 pub-
licassists.

*Heardthat Mr. Shiketalkedwith
Penco engineering recently about
street replacement. They said new
pavement would cost $40,000 to
$50,000 per block.

» Heard they arestill waitingona
third bid for thelibrary roof.

* Heard that the city will receive
resultsof therequestsfor proposals
for anew electric contract soon.

» Helda20-minuteclosed session
for attorney-client privilege with
Chief Lockhart and City Attorney
Steve Hirsch. There was no action
taken.

» Helda35-minuteclosed session
for non-elected personnel. There
was o action.

wouldn’t beabletolet another per-
sonintotheir liveslike she has.

Mrs. Fisher’ schildrenand grand-
childrenall havecopiesof thebook,
shesaid. Somehavereaditand oth-
ershavenot.

“Everyonehasastory,” shesaid.
“Just because | am from adifferent
country, mineisinteresting, but ev-
eryonehasastory totell.”

L otsof peoplehaveaskedif Mrs.
Fisher will write another book, but
she said shedoesn’t know.

She said she figured people here
wouldliketoreadabout peoplethey
know. Shesaid Mr. Brownread the
parts about him before it was pub-
lished and her friend Anita Hirsch
read the book, too.

Shesaid shewascareful how she
presented things. Shewantedittobe
truthful, but didn’t want anyoneto
get hurt.

Mrs. Fisher said she has been a
Christian for 25 years and has
learned not to be apreachy person.
Shesaid shewantsto shareher faith
andwantsotherstobecomfortable.

“1 want to speak to their needs,”

shesaid.

She said she loves al her jobs,
workingwith peopl eat their homes,
her ministry andrunningthe25head
of cattleonthefarm.

She says she loves the farm and
alwayshas; itishome.

Her life has taught her, she said,
that “Whatever happensisOK.”

“Trust God and what he doesis
OK,” shesaid.

Thetitle of the book comesfrom
thesong, “ 1t IsWell withmy Soul,”
whichMrs. Hirschsang at thefuner-
als of both of Mrs. Fisher’s hus-
bands. Thesong, shesaid, waswrit-
ten by Horatio G. Spafford after he
lostal of hischildreninashipacci-
dent.

Mrs. Hirsch will be throwing a
book signing party for Mrs. Fisher
from 2to 4 p.m. on Thursday, May
6, at Hirsch and Pratt Law Officein
conjunction with a Chamber of
Commerce coffee hour.

The books are on sale at Add-
leman Drug Store, OberlinMercan-
tileand Ward Drug Store, and will
be availablethe day of thesigning.

Jall
getsa
paintjob

The Decatur County sheriff told
commissioners that the prisoners
arealmost donepaintingthejail anc
asked for apay raisefor the under-
sheriff.

Sheriff Ken Badsky said at the
meeting April 6 that they probably
had about ahalf day left onthepaint-
ingproject. Thebill for thepaint will
be under $500. After the work is
done, he said, the commissioners
could come check it out.

Sheriff Badsky put in a pay in-
crease request for Undersheriff
Michael French. Sheriff Badsky
said heisagood employee. Sheriff
Badsky said Undersheriff French
works hard and is trustworthy. He
said he would like to keep him
around.

He asked for araise of $100 &
month. The commissioners didn’t
make any decision.

Commissioner Patricia Glenn
asked about thesheriff’ sblotter that
had recently shown up in The
Oberlin Herald. She said she hao
received calls about it. Sheriff
Badsky saiditissomething new the
officeisdoing. Theblotter will ap-
pear each week on Page 2A.

Sheriff Badsky said he receivec
paperwork from Safe Secure Trans-
port, aprisoner transport serviceout
of Norton. They areupandrunning.
Hesaid hewill keepitonfilejustin
casethe county needsto usethem.

In March, he said, the office dic
33 vehicle inspections, worked
threeaccidents, fiveincidents, four
offenses, served 44 papers anc
wrote 13 tickets.

The officers also took four trips,
going to Larned twice, Norton anc
Phillipsburg.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

* Talked with Ambulance Direc-
tor Patrick Pomeroy, who said he
had received $1,200in paymentsfor
ambulance runsin the last week.

*Heldaclosedsessionfor 15min-
utestodiscussattorney/client privi-
lege. Therewas no action taken.

« Ratified a decision made by
Chief Dispatcher Jeanne Pachner tc
buy two main boards for the dis-
patch computer at $750 each.

Atthedance

AT THELAST HERNDON PM ,AIii
Marintzer, asthey took abreak from dancing. The high school isclosing thisyear, after

the Herndon School District merged with the Atwood district last year.
— Herald staff photo by Dave Bergling
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gI ing rested onthelap of her date, Abe

Museum scrapbook day Satur day

The scrapbook work day at the
Last Indian Raid Museum from 9
am. to 5 p.m. on Saturday is fast
approaching.

The fee to register is $25. Call
Megan Carter at 475-8920 or the

museum at 475-2712. Mrs. Carter
said some people have registered,
but thereisroom for more.

She said two of the vendors
signed up for the day are Precious
Memories from McCook and a

Stampin’ Up representative. Mrs.
Carter said everyoneiswel cometc
comeinand shopfromthevendors.
Registrationincludeslunch, bev-
erages and snacks. All the money
raised will go to the museum.

taxes will bear interest.

Jean

Notice Taxpayers

May 10th is the Deadline for the Last Half of 2004
taxes. If not paid on or before May 10, 2004, these

Please bring first half paid receipt or tax statement
information when making payment.

County Treasurer
Decatur County, Kansas

Hale

Shaw Aerial Spraying
IS spraying wheat NOW!!
Call for details
785-475-2707

We have some hanging

planters that would make
a wonderful gift!
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[Don’t forget your favorite teacher
Teacher Appreciation Week May 2 - 8

[OORemember your Mom on her special day,
Sunday, May 9 _ N .

baskets, bedoling plants and

Prairie Petals
Toll Free Number
1-866-901-3241
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