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Jugticehasthecour age
toadmit sazurewaswrong

Chalk oneup for freedom.

A small victory, perhaps, but important.

Justice Antonin Scaliahasapol ogizedtoan
Associated Press reporter whose voice re-
corder was seized and erased by aU.S. mar-
shal on Mr. Scalia’ s protection detail during

apublic appearance.

Thejusticesayshe’ ssorry, anditwon’ thap-
penagain. Hesaid hewill permit print report-
erstorecord hisremarksinthefuture, under-
standing that many of them depend on their

recordingsfor accuracy.

Wow. Decency and common senseprevail.

Thespectacleof amarshal grabbingreport-
ers recordersin front of God and the entire
audience, even asthejustice spoke to ahigh
school crowd in Mississippi, isunreal.

ThisisAmerica, after al. Land of thefree.
Homeof freespeech. A placewhereeveryone
IS presumed innocent until proven guilty. A
country, in fact, where federal law forbids
agentsfromseizingreporters notes, filmand

gear onawhim.

What happened, apparently, was that the
justice had it announced at an earlier speech
that it was his policy not to allow recordings
of histalks. He also bans television cameras

and video recorders.

Noneof that isunusual . Any speaker hasthe
right to set conditions before he opens his
mouth. People don’t have to stay. Reporters
don’t haveto cover the speech.

But at thehigh school, noonementionedthe
rule. The two reporters recording the speech
had noideathey might offendthejustice. They

plainview of the speaker and the entire audi-

ence.

That’ s when the deputy marshal moved in
and started grabbing their gear. A newspaper
reporter gave up her tapeand got it back only
after erasingit. TheAPreporter refusedtogive

her digital recorder up, sothemarshal grabbed

it, demanding “thetape.”

The deputy apparently didn’t understand
that digital recordersdon’t havetape, but the
wire service reporter eventually showed her

how to erasethe memory.

der it.

Thejustice, ironically, wastalking about the
U.S. Constitution and therightsweenjoy un-

One of thoseis supposed to be due process
under law. Police and federal agents are not
supposedtotakethelawintotheir ownhands.

Usualy, ahigh official caught in thiskind
of trap just bulls hisor her way through. It's
unheard of for someone to apologizefor this
kind of mistake.

Maybethejusticerealized that bad public-

ity might harm hischangesof being promoted
tochief justice. Maybeherealized that hehad
made amistake.

Maybe hejust thought an apology — and a

change of heart — wastheright thing to do.

That would besort of novel in Washington,
but it could happen.
Whatever the case, Mr. Scaliadid theright

thing and weall are better off for it.

were, in fact, sitting right in front of him, in

Answer for abuse? He sbeenthere
| etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Hello, my nameisLarry Screen.
| wasbornandraisedinthe Oberlin
community, graduating from Deca-
tur Community High in 1976, and
now liveandwork in Salina. | have
never spokenout onany subject, but
| feel compelled to respond to last
week’ seditorial, “ DomesticAbuse
Gets Attention,” in The Oberlin
Herald.

| want to sharewith you thedriv-
ing force behind my writing this
letter: God' sgrace, asl feel compas-
sionfor thefamily experiencingthe
crisisreportedintheApril 21 edition
of The Herald. My compassion
stems from my experience as an
abusive person, having abused my
wifeand children. Thedamagefrom
my behavior led to my wifeand |
separating and a strained relation-
shipwithmy children. | offer mytes-
timony, oneof hopeandlove, tothis
family and any othersexperiencing
this situation, to seek help. | pray
they receive the support and love
fromtheir communitieswhich they
desperately need.

| havebeenan angry personfor a
longtime— aslongasl canremem-
ber, actually — and | tried to hide
that ragefrompublicview. Thisjust
fueled my anger. | looked for ways
to deal with my feelings, choosing
alcohol and sex, and | found these
were not solutions, but rather, just
perpetuated my problems. | wasliv-
ing my lifein fear that someone
would find out my “secret” and
think | was a terrible person, con-
firming my own opinion of myself.
This behavior became a vicious

It showsthat if youbelieveinjusticeandthe
Constitution, thingsmight just work oui.
Hooray for common sense!

—SeveHaynes

circleof anger, denial and fear.

| married and had children, two
sons, now 20 and 16. During the
years, my inability to deal with my
anger in a healthy manner eventu-
aly led to abuse. After these inci-
dents, | felt remorse and vowed to
“neverdoitagain,” thinkingl could
use my willpower to overcome my
anger andrage. Thisstrategy failed
and led to more anger for me, ac-
companied with feelings of poor
sdlf-esteem. Inmy soul, | knew | had
aproblem, but | refused to admit it
and seek help. EvenGodtriedtoas-
suremeby tellingmeHeloved me,
but I continuedindenial.

Eventually my wife, fearing for
her emotional and physical safety,
but mostimportantly our children’s,
had meremovedfromour homeand
filed for separate maintenance.

| thought | was at rock bottom.
Recognizing that | was at a cross-
roadsin my life, | decided | could
either seek genuinehelp or continue
my downward spiral, knowing that
if I descended muchfurtheritwould
leadtodeath, physical and spiritual .

Finally, | took responsibility for
my actions and sought help, but
wherewould| getthehelpl needed?
| hadtried counselinginthepastand
feltthat wouldleadtorepeatedfail -
ure, which | could not afford.

Guess what happened? God in
His love placed peoplein my life
who helped me find healing. | am

now using these God-given re-
sourceswith counselingtoheal and
recognize thiswill be alife-long
endeavor for me.

| have discovered what | origi-
nally thought would be terrible
when my secret was revealed be-
came the most rewarding opportu-
nity of my life. | paraphrase: what |
had done as evil, God, using the
Holy Spiritinme,isusingitfor good
(see Genesis50:20).

Mr. Haynes, | thank you for your
effortsin bringing the topic of do-
mesticabuse* out of thecloset” and
the opportunity for me to have a
voice. Originaly, | thought about
chastising you for pointing out this
problem without offering a better
solution than, “The way to keep
your nameout of that part of the pa-
per isto stay out of trouble.” But |
apologizefor being hasty, asl only
hadtolook afew inchesor sotothe
left to the “From the Bible” verse
located adjacent toyour editorial to
seeTHE solution: “ ThouarttheGod
that does wonders; thou hast de-
clared thy strength among the
people (Psalms77:14).”

Inclosing, | ask everyonetojoin
inkeepingthe victimsand perpetra-
tors of domestic violence in our
prayers. | am including my e-mail
addressat thebottom soanyonewho
isinterested can contact me.

Larry Screen, Salina
screenl @geoprobe.com
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Whydon'tweprayfor enemies?

“But, | say unto you, Love your
enemies, blessthemthat curseyou,
do good to themthat hate you, and
prayfor themwhichdespitefully use
you, and per secuteyou.”

—Matthew 5:44.

In church, we pray for those we
love, those who are sick, our lead-
ers, our familiesand ourselves.

Why don’t we ever pray for
people who hate us, or people we
dislike?

There’ snothingwrongwithpray-
ing for your aunt who has cancer or
for our parents and grandparents
who havedied.

It snot abad thingto pray for the
president, governor and mayor.
They need all the helpthey can get.
Thesamegoesfor ministers, priests
and other clergy.

Petitionsfor health and prosper-
ity for ourselvesmay bealittleself-
seeking, but weweretold to ask.

And there’s certainly nothing
wrongwithaskingfor helpwhenwe
have abig test, when our marriage
isintrouble, when we have aprob-
lemwedon’t know how to solveor
whenwe' resick orlonely or desper-
ate.

Theseareall good things.

Butwhy don’twepray for Osama
bin Laden? Now there’ saguy who
needsmorehel pthanyou, meorthe
entireU.S. Army can provide.

Thesamegoesfor Kim Chong-il,
theleader of NorthK orea. Hehasan

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

~

J

inferiority complex that wouldscare
anyone. Heneedslotsof help,anda
littledivineguidancewoul dn’ t hurt.

These are the “bad guys.” We
don’t like them because they have
hurt and killed people. They hateus
just becauseweexist.

They’'re not “nice folks” and no
onewould want themto livein the
neighborhood.

Butthat’ snot thepoint. Wedon't
have to like them or what they do.
Maybeweneedto pray that they will
change. We need to pray that they
will stop hating and hurting both
themselvesand others.

Thesamething goesfor thelittle
hurts, discomforts, annoyancesand
painsinlife, too.

Next time you step on a piece of
gum on the sidewalk, pray for the
kidwho spit it out.

Think nice thoughts, even if it
killsyou, about thepeoplewho mow
their lawnat 6 a.m., allow their dog
to do itsjob on your grass or steal
your lawn ornaments.

Anger, hurt, resentment and hate
don’'t seem to hurt anyone but the
onewhoisangry, hurt, resentful or
hateful.

The person who mows his lawn
early just wants his grass to ook
nice, and he’' sanearly bird. Thekid
withthegum and thedog owner are
thoughtless, not malicious. Anc
maybe the person who stole those
lawn ornaments has areally ugly
placethey need to brighten up.

Just let go. Say, “I wish they
hadn’t done that, but that’s OK,.”
and get onwithyour life.

AsforbinLadenandKimChong-
il, givethem agood, long prayer.

Boy, dothey needit!

(From theBibI@
\__ J

For every houseis builded
by someman; but hethat built
all thingsisGod. Hebrews3:4

Thar lifegrictlyfor thebirds

Ever notice how our livesevolve
in stages?

Weseemtobeinan“avian” stage.
Jim brought chickensinto our lives
whenwewerefirst married.

| came home from work one day
tofind 100 baby chickshappily en-
sconcedinanoldrefrigerator carton
in our bedroom. For two weeks, |
wenttoseeplisteningtothe cheep,
cheep, cheep” of the little layers.
That iswhat | wanted to say to my
husband for not buying an incuba-
tor, “ Cheap. Cheap. Cheap!”

Westill have chickensand prob-
ably will aslong as we have little
grandchildrenwholliketo“pick the
eggs.” And | have become accus-
tomed to nice, fresh eggsthat actu-
alylook andtastelikeeggs. | might
use store-bought eggs for baking,
but for deviled eggsand fried eggs,
you can’t beat one from your own
chickens.

Last year, weadded two ducksto
themix. When coldweather moved
in,wemoved Mr. and Mrs. Duck to
the chicken coop, which is pretty
weather-tight. He made it through
thewinter just fine, but she did not
survive,

Without arooster in the pen, Mr.
Duck thinksheneedstofill that po-
sition. Somuchso, that Jimsaidhe' s
going to change hisnameto acom-
bination of thetwo species, achick-
en and aduck. Ladies and gentle-
men, meet “ Chuck”.

My weekly check on Mrs. Robin
revealed sheis down to one egg. |
don’t have a clue as to what hap-
penedtotheother one. Nosignof a
shell or anythinginthenest.

Onething | do know, isthat we

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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will NEVER have birds in the
house. No canaries, no parrots, no
macaws. They are OK for other
people, and friendswho have birds
lovethem. But birdsand their mess
arenot for me.

Besides, Jim saysthat after I've
driven the car while eating sun-
flower seeds, it looks like a parrot
hasbeen there anyway.

—ob—

This beautiful spring has given
everyone the gardening bug. I’'ve
already planted petuniasin our bar-
relson Main Street. They should
look pretty good by Memorial Day,
whichiswhenthelittletownwelive
inreally sprucesup.

Every year, former residents re-
turn for family gatherings, alumni
reunions and services at the cem-
eteries. In preparation, our little
town pulls out all the stopsand has
aclean-up day, encouraging every
homeownerto* spiff thingsup.” It's
as good a reason as any, and most
folkstry to comply.

| havetoadmitthat thislittletown
has some dandy houses. Some day
| hope to count mine among them.
For now, though, wejust try tokeep
the grass mowed, a few flowers
bloomingand plant new treesevery

year.
—ob—

| took alittle sidetrip thismorn-
ingandread somefrommy mother’ s
book, “ Out WiththeK ansasHillbil-
lies.” TheexcerptwasdatedMay 5,
1949. Here' swhat shewrotea most
55yearsago:

“As we see another of the boys
getting out of high school (my
brother Don, | think) this year, we
notice again how fast the years are
dippingaway. If they wouldall stay
at homeuntil they areabout 25 years
old, wemight get somefencefixed,
but that’s not to be expected — or
even wished. | guessit’slucky we
had the baby (me) when we did; at
least weknow wecan't beleft alone
for several yearsyet. What if wehao
stopped our family with just one or
two?’

It salwaysinteresting to go back
and note my mother’ s perspective
onthings. Likemost mothersof high
school seniors, shewanted her chil-
dren to stay home “just a little
longer” but knew, deep down, that
wasn’t the scheme of things.

Somethingsdon’t change. But, if
we as parents have done our jobs
right, our childrenwill wanttoleave.
It' sthe nature of things.

Writer wantsHar vey Girl information
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

My name is Marisa Brandt, and
I’madoctoral candidateat theUni-
versity of Minnesota. My disserta-
tion looks at the Harvey Girls, and
at the ways in which they and the
FredHarvey company forged anew
image of what it meant to be a
“lady.”

Between 1878 and 1948, the
Harvey Co. established a chain of
railroad restaurantsfrom Kansasto
California. Harvey Houses, asthey
cametobecalled, set new standards
for fine dining in the West. The
womenwhoworkedintheserestau-
rants— popularly knownasHarvey

Girls—werewidely recognized as
oneof therestaurants' chief draws.

I’mwriting because | would like
tomakecontact with descendantsof
womenwhowereHarvey Girlsbe-
tween 1878 and 1910 and hopethat
a mention of my project in The
Oberlin Herald might encourage
somefolksto get in touch with me.
I’m especially interested in diaries
and letters from that time, and of
coursein interviewing relatives of

Harvey Girls from the turn of the
century.

Contact Marisa Brandt, Depart-
ment of History, 614 Social Sci-
ences Tower, University of Minne-
sota, 267 19th Ave. South, Minne-
apolis, Minn., 55455,

MarisaBrandt
Minneapolis



