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Judy Ostmeyer (below |eft) stopped to et the women in the audience check
out acolorful outfit shewasmodeling. Kricket Steinmetz (bel ow right) posed
onelast timebefore sheleft theroom.

Women, tables
dress In their best

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Cecil Hess, Eileene Grose and Elaine Bryan
(above) checked out atabl edecoratedwithK ansasStateUniversity platesand
colorsduringtheDecatur County Stand Against ViolenceSettin’ Pretty event.
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Story and photos
by Kimberly Brandt

ables were dressed with

dishes of al colors, flashy

clothes, shiny silverware,
flowersand sweet treats.

Womenwalked aroundthetables,
checking out the little intricacies,
saying more than once “how cute”
everythingwas.

Itwasthefirst Settin’ Pretty table
dressing contest heldtoraisemoney
for the Decatur County Stand
Against Violencegroup.

The group worked with the
Dresser, which presented an abbre-
viated fashion show.

Around 30 to 40 women showed
up at theevent Sunday at The Gate-
way.
There were 16 decorated tables
and one empty table as areminder
of the six women, who werekilled
by domestic violencein northwest
Kansaslast year.

Themoney raisedwill bedonated
to the Northwest Kansas Family
Shelter, said Peg Smith, amember
of theanti-violence group.

She said the shelter has lost fed-
eral and state money, forcing it to
depend moreon fund raisers.

After thewomen had achanceto
check out the tables and get some
treats, thefashion show started.

“Spring islooking really good
downat theDresser,” said manager

Karen Metcalf, who emceed the
show.

Embellishments on outfits are
important again thisyear, shesaid.

Thewomen weredressed in col-
orful outfits, shirts and pants with
fancy stitching and classy jewelry.

Mrs. Metcalf said the market in-
cludesalot of separates, which ex-
plains why there aren’t many
dressesinthestore. Thisspring, she
said, pink isthecolor.

After the show, Charlotte
Linsner, withtheshelter, had afew
momentsto talk.

She said the donations of clothes
the Dresser makes each year to the
shelterreally hel ps. Womenwhoare
going out for job interviews need
new clothesandthey hel pwithself-
esteem.

Ms. Smith said it was a “ neat”
partnership between the store and
theviolencegroup. Shesaidthey are
planning onanother fundraiser next
year andalready haveseveral signed
up for thetables.

Winning tables were done by
AnitaHirsch, best useof themewith
a spring tea; Shirley Shields and
Mary Ann Erickson, most creative,
with flowers and a bucket made of
ice; and Pat Brown and Patti
Richards, best kids' table, with a
barn and cookieinvitations.
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