Sheriff

eguips
trailer

Emergency gear
ready toroll out

Equipped with extension cords,
anax, dedgehammer, radio, ladder,
orange cones, gasmasksand more,
the new trailer of the Decatur
County Sheriff’ sOfficeisready for
any kind of emergency.

Sheriff KenBadsky saidhewoul d
still like to get a generator for the
trailer sinceitiswired for electric-
ity.

The department received the
trailer though agrant about ayear
ago. It wasjust atrailer then, noth-
ing fancy. The sheriff wired it for
electricity anddidotherworkinside.
He and Undersheriff Michael
French then started to outfit the
trailer.

Sheriff Badsky said if thereisa
meth lab or a hazardous spill, the
trailer hasthe equipment needed to
work at the scene.

It isset up so that if an officer
needsto stay on the scenefor some
time, they could. It hasamicrowave
ovenand coffeepot donated by Un-
dersheriff French.

Sheriff Badsky said he donated
severa items,includingan AM/FM
radio, extension cordsand bolt cut-
ters.

A lot of theitemsinthetrailer, he
said, werethingsthesheriff’ soffice
aready had. Inthepast, hesaid, the
fire department had a command
post, but they got rid of it. He said
they needed something different.

The trailer can be used by any
emergency personnel inthecounty,
hesaid.

The officers said they are work-
ingongrantsfor other equipmentfor
thetrailer. Sheriff Badsky said Am-
bulance Director Patrick Pomeroy
was talking about adding some
medical items.

Twofile
for ballot

Twomorehavefiledtoruninthe
upcoming primary election, onefor
stateofficeandtheother for acounty
post.

Bob Strevey, Norcatur, has de-
cidedtorunfor state representative
for the 120th District.

Currently, John Faber of Brew-
ster holds the seat. Democrat
Strevey, aretired Army Reserve
lieutenant colonel and areafarmer,
ranagainst Mr. Faber twoyearsago
and lost.

Incumbent Jean Hale hasfiled to
run for treasurer for another four
years.

Thelast day tofilefor the Tues-
day, Aug. 3, primary electionisless
thanamonthaway. Itwill beat noon
on Thursday, June 10.

Thelast day to register tovotein
the primary isMonday, July 19.
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Buddies
teaching
littleones

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

Somekidslaidonthefloor, oth-
ers sat on pillows on the window
bench, others at the piano and
someat their desks.

Each group of two to three stu-
dents shared awhite laptop com-
puter. Ineachgroup, therewasone
fourth grader from Sherri Ruf’s
classand one or morekindergart-
nersfrom Carol Brown’s.

Each year, the fourth graders
andkindergartnersteamupfor the
“Book Buddies’ program, meet-
ing weekly to read to each other.
It used to be that the fourth grad-
ers would check books out from
thelibrary, said Mrs. Ruf, but this
year thingsarealittledifferent.

Last spring, said Mrs. Ruf, the
Oberlin School District received
an Enhancing Education Through
Technology grant, one of 24 in
Kansas.

“Theprimary goal of theEduca
tionTechnology programistoim-
prove student academic achieve-
ment through the use of technol-
ogy in elementary and secondary
schools,” shesaid.

Since the beginning of the
school year, she said, technology
has been integrated into daily
classroom activities.

The grant money has included
new technology, including a 2-1
student-to-computer ratio, soft-

WITHHERHANDSonalaptopcomputer, KaitlinBrown  (below) movedthemouseto changenoiseeffectsfor hiskin-
(above) changed the page of the story she wasreadingto dergarten student, Kade Grafel.

kindergarten student AlexandraWaterman. Nick Mathill — Herald staff photos by Kimberly Brandt

ware, presentation equipment in-
cluding aprojector attached to an
“interwrite,” a printer, scanner,
digital camera, wireless internet
and “inquiry-based” activities.
The students have learned how
tousethelaptopsnot only totype,

butfor classwork. They haveused
thelaptops, shesaid, tomakeatalk-
ing storybook writtenanddesigned
by each of them. Thestudentsmade
the presentati on using Office soft-
ware. Each of the kids recorded
their voicesreadingastory, down-

loaded pi cturesand found sounds
fromthelnternet togo alongwith
everything.

Thekindergartnersarenot only
enjoyingbeingreadto, butarealso
seeing how to navigate through a
program, Mrs. Ruf said.

TheKansasDepartment of Ag-
ricultureremindsherbicideappli-
catorsthat someK ansascropsare
sengitiveto drift fromhormonal -
type herbicides and they need to
take extra care when spraying
near them.

The most common herbicide-
sengitivecropsin Kansasarecot-
ton, grapes, tomatoes, and fruit
and nut trees. Organic growers
stand to lose their certified or-
ganic statusif any type of pesti-
cide, including insecticides and
fungicides, are detected in their
crops.

One element of the agency’s
campaign is an online registry

Herbicidescould hurt
sendtivecropsnearby

wheregrowerscan post their sen-
sitivecroplocations. Applicators
can use it to identify how close
they are to a sensitive crop and
wherethey need to exercise cau-
tion. Theregistry includescounty
maps that show sensitive fields,
aswell aslinkstoK-State Exten-
sion publications that offer tips
for reducing drift.

Growerswhowanttolistacrop
on the website can access are-
quest form at www.accesskan
sas.org/kda/Pest& Fert/
sensitivecrops.htm. Applicators
can use the same web addressto
find crop locations.

Internet tonight! 475-2206

The City of Oberlin is accepting
proposals to remove fencing, for
salvage, at Sappa Park.

Contact Gary Shike at the city office
or 475-2217 for further information.

SCouts
seeDUI
up close

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

TheDecatur County sheriff’ sof-
ficers talked with a group of Girl
Scouts about driving under thein-
fluenceand showed themwhat hap-
pensduring afield sobriety test.

Last Monday, the girls met with
Undersheriff Michagl Frenchinthe
sheriff’ sofficeonthefourthfloor of
thecourthouse. Thegirlswatched e
15-minute video made by Mazds
Motors called “The Drugged Dri-
ver.” The video shows what hap-
pensto peoplewhoaredrivingwhile
impaired.

Undersheriff French said his
wife, Tracy, was his demonstrator
during thefield sobriety test.

Heput ablue pieceof tapeonthe
ground and went over the test. He
asked hiswifetotest ontheportable
breath test and she “blew” ablood
alcohol reading of .8, whichisover
thelegal limitfor drivingin Kansas
of .08for aregular driver, for aper-
son with acommercial driver’sli-
censeitis.04, andif under 21 years
old, 02.

Thekidshadthechancetotest her
eyeswithalight. When apersonis
drunk, he said, their eyeswill jump
around rather than follow thelight.

Undersheriff Frenchtoldthegirls
hiswife, whohadfour drinksbefore
thedemonstration, failed thetest.

OberlinPoliceOfficer Troy Haas
talked to the kids about the breath
test machine, whichgivesareading
which can be used in court. Mrs.
French wasn’t tested on that piece
of equipment, however.

Before leaving, the girls pickeo
up pamphlets on drugs, some pen-
cilsand fake sheriff tattoos.

‘Winne’
could pay
for ‘prizes

The Decatur County attorney is-
sued a warning Monday after ¢
woman brought ina*“ Certificate of
Award” only to find that if she
claimed her “prizes,” she’ d havetc
pay for them.

Thecertificatecamefromacom:-
pany called Sweepstakes Clearing-
house in Dallas. Basically, said
County Attorney Steve Hirsch, it
looked like acheck, but wasn't.

A letter claimed that the woman
had won items including a com-
puter, luggage, awatch, camcorder
and stereo system.

Mr. Hirsch said that sending the
document back in amounted to an
authorization to buy the merchan-
dise. It is hot a contest or sweep-
stakes, hesaid, but thevictimwoul o
haveto pay for theitems.

“Citizensshould alwaysbecare-
ful of thesetypesof promotionsanc
read thefine print,” he said.

He said anyone with questions
can bring offersand other schemes
into the officeand have himlook at
thethembeforethey sendinmoney
or acredit card number.

BusnessAllianceplansburger feasts

The Oberlin Business Alliance
discussed two upcoming burger
friesonMain Street at ameetinglast
Wednesday.

Thefirst will beheldfrom5to 7
p.m. on Saturday, the night of the
Decatur Community High School
prom. Theburgerswill becookedin
theback alley and alliancemembers
will usetheMunson building, north
of Stanley Hardwareto sell them.

The second fry will be held from

11lam.tolp.m.Friday, May 28, the
day before Alumni/Memorial Day
weekend. It will be held in front of
Stanley Hardware.

Thealliancewill also be hosting
an alumni hospitality room in the
Munsonbuildingfrom1to4p.m.on
Friday, May 28, and from9am. to
3 p.m. on Saturday, May 29. There
will becookiesandbeveragesavail-
able.

Members talked about sponsor-

Studentswin scholar ships

Several area students have re-
ceived $500 Pete Henry Scholar-
shipsfor the 2004-05 school year.

They include CurtisBrown, Kati
Niemeth, Daniel Riener and Lance
Basgall, Herndon; Dana Broeck-
elman, Golden Plains; and Kylie
Dixson, Cheylin.

The scholarship was created by
Pete Henry, who farmed in the
Brewster area on land rented from

503 MAIN

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5-10 PM ONLY

Pocated in Historic
Shirley Opera House

Atwood, Kansas

former neighborsin Nebraska. He
established afoundation to award
academic and technical training
scholarshipsto help areastudents.

Students in Cheyenne, Decatur,
Gove, Logan, Rawlins, Sheridan,
Sherman, Thomas and Wallace
countiesareeligiblefor thescholar-
ships.

786-626-3740

ing a plaque for the museum car
show, whichthey didlast year. The
show isthefirst weekend in June.
Chamber Manager GlenvaNich-
ols, secretary for the alliance, said
shehad gonetotheK ansas Sampler
Fair. She said 8,000 to 10,000
people came through the fair, and
northwest Kansas had a great spot.
Shesaid shedistributed nearly all of
the brochures shetook.
Shesaidthebagswiththecounty

advertising were a hit and many
used them to carry their stuff from
thispart of Kansas.

Classifieds
work!
475-2206
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DISH Satellite TV System &

/FREE Installation - up to 3 recelvars

Decision Weather (cal for dotails)

AMERICA'S TOP 60 Channals

Wk -Digital Price in America...Every Day!

Offer ands 6/30/04. Al prices, packages & programming subjed to change withoul
nalice. Handwan: & programming sold separabely. Call Decision Wsalher for delails.

1-866-SKY-EYES

DISH NETWORK

Home of the Lowest
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New Program!

0/0 Leasing Program
with pthait optim
Horw Ririmg:
Company = /0 = Singles & Teamy
8oo-CFHORIVE  www cidrive_com




