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| Nsurancecompanies
block health careben€fits

Here' sanasty littlefact: nearly 63 million
Americans, almost one-quarter of the popu-
lation, have no health insurance.

Businessgroups, withthebacking of Presi-
dent George Bush, are trying to change that,
but they haveruninto abrick wall inthe Sen-
ate. Anunholy coalitionof Democratsandbig-
money insurance companies are blocking a
bill to allow national associationsto sponsor

health insurance plans.
Why?

Weéll, theinsurancecompaniesstandtolose
alot of money, because the national plans
would likely force premiums down and take
businessaway fromtraditional, state-by-state

plans.

Big among the opponents are “the Blues,”
state and regional Blue Cross-Blue Shield
planswhichoncewerenonprofits, butincreas-
ingly have been bought up by profit-making

insurancefirms.

It' s easy to see why these companies want
to keep some of thisbusiness. But it’s crimi-
nal that they stand in the way of millions of
Americans getting reasonably priced insur-

ance.

Everyoneknowswhat’ shappenedtohealth
carecostsand healthinsurancecostsover the
last decade. Increases of 25 percent inayear
havenot beenuncommon, especially fromthe

Blues.

Today, if youwork for anational corpora-
tion like General Motors, or belong to ana-
tional union with its own health insurance
plan, your insuranceiscovered by federal law
and regulated by the U.S. Department of La-

bor.

The Blues and other insurance companies

ersand state legislators, which have saddled
themwithlotsof expensivemandates, or cov-
eragerequirements. Becauseeach stateisdif-
ferent, that drives premiumsup.

National planshavetomeet federal require-
ments, and since they have only one set of
rules, they tend to be less expensive. With
national buying power, association plans
would make insurance affordable for mem-

bersof groupsrangingfromtheNational Fed-
eration of Independent Businesses and the

U.S. Chamber of Commerce to the National
Newspaper Association, all of which have
supported thiscause.

Opponentssay they fear bypassingthestate

would weaken coverage, but half those 63

million people live in families supported by
someonewhoworksfor asmall businessmen.
They probably aren’t too worried about that.

Bothsmall businessownersand employees

have felt the pinch of higher medical premi-

tobuy it.

ums. The proportion of businesses offering
insurancehasdroppedinrecent yearsfrom65
percent to around 61, and many empl oyeesof
firmsthat haveinsurancecannolonger afford

Public employers often pay for full cover-
age for employees, and can raise taxeswhen
premiums go up, but small businesses just
can’t work that way.

It's a shame to see the Democrats — and

Kansas' Rep. DennisMooreisoneof them—
blocking a bill which could help millions of
familiesinthishealth-carecrisis.

Campaign contributions, of course, explain
some of the opposition. So doesthefact that

thepresidentisforthebill. Butit’ stheAmeri-

areregul ated by stateinsurance commission-

Collegeeducationisvalued

Thisis going to be an exciting
week.

Twenty yearsago, | told my old-
est daughter | would betherewhen
shegraduated fromcollege. Well, it
isfinally happening. Halley will
walk across that stage Saturday to
pick up her hard-earned sheepskin.
And|’mgoing to bethere.

Thereprobablyisn’taworsetime
to be short-staffed at a newspaper
thanthemonth of May. High school
graduations and alumni banquets
alone make for an incredibly busy
time, not tomentiontheusual news,
board meetings, club meetings, en-
gagements, weddingsandfunerals.
So | know that I’m imposing terri-
bly on the good nature of my co-
workersby being gone.

Onthe other hand, when you be-
gin to think you’ re indispensable,
just pull your finger out of aglassof
water and see how long it takesthe
holetofill up.

Halley wishes| wouldn’t makea
big deal about her graduation. “It's
kind of embarrassing,” shesays, “to
be 36 yearsold and just graduating
from college.”

Inmy best Yiddishaccent | said,
“Listen to your mother. There are
lots of 35- and 40-year-olds who
wishthey had stuck withitandwere
graduating from college.”

| should know. I’ m one of those
collegedropouts.

can peoplewho arelosing thisbattle.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

It' strue. Thesunisgoingtocome
up tomorrow, regardless, whether
you'reready for it or not. Soif you
aretrying to make along-term de-
cision, remember this: infiveyears
(or twenty years) you'll still bejust
asold as you would be whether or
not yougoto school, gotowork, go
overseas, whatever.

Maybe Halley took thelong way
around. But, my goodness, what a
rideshehashad. She' slivedinOkla-
homa, Texas and Maryland. That
doesn’t count her timein the U.S.
Army and being stationed in Ger-
many, where she got to see lots of
Europe. She has had diverse jobs,
likeworking at aconveniencestore,
managing acar wash, being asecu-
rity officer for IBM and a diesel
mechanicinthe Army, and now she
worksat theWhiteHouse. How cool
isthat?

| warned my kidsto be careful. |
mighttry tolivevicariously through
them. Truthis, | couldn’ tdohalf the

things my kids do. Our kids are so
talented, so confident, so smart.

Karaisflyingin from Dallasfor
the graduation and a couple of
Halley’s friends from Austin are
coming, too. It'sagood thing I'm
planningtotakesomemeat fromthe
freezer along. Looks like | may be
cooking for quiteacrew whilel’m
there.

| wonder if T-bones and ground
round are against airport security
rules?

(From theBibI@
\ J

For al fleshisasgrass, and
all the glory of man as the
flower of grass. The grass
withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away: But the
word of theLord endurethfor
ever. | Peter 1:24,25a
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A visit to our daughter and son-
in-law in Augusta, Ga., turnedinto
ahistory lessonwhenwefoundour-
selves on aferry going from Char-
leston, S.C,. to Fort Sumter.

Whilemost of usdon’t remember
much of what welearnedin Ameri-
canhistory, wedoknow that thefirst
shotsof the Civil War werefired at
Fort Sumter.

South Carolinians have aways
been ahot-headed bunch. Thestate
wasthefirst to declareitsindepen-
dence from Great Britain and the
first to secedefromthe Union.

In November 1860, Abraham
Lincoln was elected president as a
Republican on a contain-slavery
(but not abolitionist) platform. On
Dec. 20, South Carolinacalled it
quits.

Charleston was a commercial
center and her harbor had several
forts, most of them unmanned and
in poor repair.

M ost of thetroopswerestationed
inFort Moultrie, whichwasvulner-
abletolandattack. Thecommander,
Maj. Robert Anderson, moved his
troopstothemoredefensibleisland
of Fort Sumter in the middle of the
night after spiking all the guns | eft
behind at Fort Moultrieon Dec. 26.

At thefort, Mgjor Anderson had
about four months of supplies and
85 men, including an eight-man
Army band. The fort, under con-
structionsince 1829, wasunfinished
and although there were plenty of
cannons, most weren't mounted.

The Confederatestook over Fort
Moultrie to the northeast, put men
at Fort Johnson to the southwest,
took over Castle Pickney, afortifi-
cationonasmall idandtothewest,
fortified Cummings Point to the
southand put warshipsintheharbor,
thussurroundingthe Fort Sumter on
all sides.

Mgj. Andersonand hismen start-
ed making thefort moredefensible
while diplomats in both the North
and South squared off. In Charles-

turnedinto

hisiorylesson
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

chaynes@nwkansas.com

J

ton, new fortificationswereputinto
place.

OnFeb. 18,1861 JeffersonDavis
wasinaugurated as president of the
Confederate Statesof Americaand
onMarch3, PierreT.G. Beauregard
wasappointed commander of Con-
federate troopsin Charleston. The
next day, Lincoln wasinaugurated
in Washington.

The garrison at Fort Sumter had
only 40daysof foodleftandLincoln
sentarelief expedition. OnApril 11,
Gen. Beauregard demanded the
fort’ ssurrender but Maj. Anderson
refused. The two were friends;
Anderson had been Beauregard’'s
artillery instructor at West Point, but
suchwasthe Civil War.

At 4:30 am. April 12, 1861, the
first shot was fired on Fort Sumter
fromFort Johnson, anair burstfrom
amortartosignal theshellingto be-
gin. Thefortwascaughtinavicious
crossfire

With powder bagsinshort supply,
thefortdidnot returnfireuntil 7a.m.
when the second-in-command,
Capt. Abner Doubleday, who later
would invent baseball, fired at the
battery on Cummings Point.

Thefort washeavily damaged by
theshelling. Theworst problemwas
hot shot, heated cannonballs, which
setthewoodenroofsof theofficers
guartersonfire. The powder maga-
zineweredirectly under them.

Therewerenot enoughdefenders
tofight therebel sandthefire, soaf -
ter 34 hours of almost continuous
shelling, Mgj. Anderson surren-
dered thefort. He, hismen and the

flagwereallowedto leavefor New
York.

About2p.m.onApril 14,the 33-
star Union flag waslowered with g
100-gun salute. Midway through
the salute, a gun misfired and Put.
Daniel Hough was killed. He be-
camethefirst casualty of thewar, as
noonehad beenkilledduringthe 34-
hour bombardment.

Theruinedfortwastakenover by
the Confederate troops, who rein-
forced its walls with cotton bales,
earth and sand.

Federal forcestried to retake the
fortin1863and 1864, sinceit causes
a hole in the Union blockade of
southern ports.

Initsfirst bombardment by Con-
federatetroops, thefort washitwith
3,000 shots and shells but suffereg
no deaths. By thetime Confederate
troops abandoned it in 1865, more
than 40,000 rounds had been firec
at the fort and more than 300 men
had died. The fort was reduced to
rubble.

Between 1870 and 1876, the
Army began rebuilding thefort.. It
wasrefortified and new gunsputin
placeover thenext century asit pro-
tected the harbor at Charleston
throughthe Spanish AmericanWar
and WorldWars!| and 1.

By the end of World War |1, sta-
tionary coastal defenseswere con-
sidered obsolete, and the fort was
named a National Monument in
1948. Today it is a popular tourist
spot manned by the U.S. Park Ser-
vice. Men in uniform had returned
to Fort Sumter.

Birdfliesthecoop after bath

| looked out the bedroom win-
dow, and there, down on the back
deck, wasablur of feathersand wa-
ter.

| watched, fascinated.

A robin was taking a bath in the
cat bowl.

A very vigoroushbath at that.

Andthismust havebeenonedirty
bird, becausewhen | checked later,
all the water spots around the cat
bowl were muddy. So was the cat
water.

By then, themiscreant wasgone.
| suppose he must have had along,
dusty flight in from “the South,”
wherever it is that robins go when
they'renotintheNorth.

Hesurewascleaning up astorm.

Hewasn'tthefirst robinof spring.
Infact, if you keep your eyes open,
you canseerobinsherepretty much
year around. | imagine those are
Canadian robins who leave for
cooler climes when spring setsin
and southern robins flock to this
country.

But | digress.

Hemight well have been thelast
robin if the cats had caught himin
their water. But he was perfectly
safe.

MissApril Alicewasonthe bed-
roomwindowsill, takinginthewa-
ter show. She was twitching and
mewinglikecatsdowhenthey want
something they cannot have.

Therewasno way, with ascreen
and a15-foot plungeinvolved, that
shecould fulfill her fantasy.

Molly Monster (Y ou notice, my
wifeis given to aliteration when
namingcats, huh?) hadfound asun-
beam somewhereontheeast sideof
the house and was not planning to
move until about 2 p.m.

That bird had all the timein the
world.

Y ou’ dthink anadult robinwould

=

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

know better than to bathein the cat
bowl, but | supposeit might behard
to identify. It'san old Club alumi-
num roaster, a wedding gift from
1971 that got drafted for cat-water
duty. It was demoted from kitchen
service after it warped, and newer
and larger roasters came into ser-
vice.

How often does anyone need
threeroasters, after all?

So thisold yellow roaster sitson
the back deck, filled occasionally
with water for the felines, who of-
ten spend the day outdoors. They
don’tdrink alot of it.

Infact, | couldn’t provethat they
drink any of it. But it’ sthereif they
want to drink, and that satisfiesthe
requirements of Cynthia and the
humane society.

Between fillings, it grows algae
and, periodically, the dog stops by
toempty it. And, of course, our odd
robintakesabath.

Thecatsalternatebetweenloung-
inginthesunbeamand stalking prey

around the yard. One or more of
them— again, | can’t prove which
one—isarather successful hunter,
judging from the number of bird
bodies and brown bats | find in the
grasswhen | mow.

Theseareusually deposited under
thepear treedirectly north of thecat
bowl, and | have to assume — had
thecatsbeenonduty that day — that
therobin would have been lunch.

Usually, the victims are deac
when | find them. Sometimes, the
cats eat the best parts. Sometimes,
apparently not.

Oneday, when Cynthiatoldmeto
“dosomethingabout thedeadbat in
theyard,” | refused on the grounds
that it was hissing at me.

Such islife with the cats on the
back porch.

Therobin did not wind up onthe
prey heap, however. | presume he
enjoyed hisbath and went hisway,
alot cleaner and no worse for the
wear. Probably never knew what he
washathingin, and just aswell.

Coupleenjoyed concert

TotheEditor:

What awonderful spring concert
at Oberlin Elementary School last
Thursday night.

Thank you, Mr.Buchholz, forthe
fine work you do with our grade
school students.

Andtoyoustudents, yousounded

L etter
totheEditor

great.

Bill and Carol Duncan
Oberlin



